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Chair of Governors’ 
Introduction  

I am delighted 
to write the  
introduction to 
this newsletter 
which focuses 
on the Ofsted 
Inspection at 
the college 
before Easter 

and the subsequent report which 
is extremely positive.  
 

The Governors and Trustees are 
very pleased that so many of the 
strengths of the College have 
been recognised and that we 
continue to improve. Please do 
take the time to read the whole 
report for yourselves.   

Thanks to the excellent 
leadership of the headteacher, 
and the commitment and 
expertise of the whole staff 
team we, as  Governors and 
Trustees, know that key 
improvement issues are  
identified and supported by 
comprehensive plans and 
effective actions.  Before the 
team arrived, strategic plans 
were being developed to  
improve students‟ writing skills 
to an even higher level. Most 
importantly, when areas are 
targeted the college is 
successful in bringing about 
better and lasting outcomes for 
students.  One example of this 
is the improvement that the 
inspection team saw in the 
reading skills of students across 

all ability levels.  This will stand all 
students in good stead for the 
rest of their lives.   
 

On a personal level, as an ex- 
Ofsted Inspector, I know that this 
inspection framework is very 
demanding. However, I am 
pleased that this report gives a 
very strong indication that 
Wyvern is a great  college which 
provides a very good education 
for all its students. 
 
Lastly, congratulations and thank 
you to all the parents, students 
and staff who, day in and day out 
make a  huge contribution to the 
success of the college.  
  
Lynda Smith 
Chair of Governors  
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Inspector for Schools) have 
made very clear, the new 
Framework introduced in 2012 
has “raised the bar” considera-
bly with respect to the judge-
ments that are being made.   

Consequently, „Good‟ really does 
mean good, and it is not a judge-
ment that is given easily.  In the 
period between October and De-
cember 2013, for example, only 
9% of maintained schools in-

spected nationally (of 
all types) were 
deemed  t o  be 
„Outstanding‟ and only 
51% received an 
overall Grade 2 
(Good) judgement; 
the rest, 40%, were 
c o n s i d e r e d  a s 
„Requiring Improve-
ment‟ or „Inadequate‟.  
I am pleased to report 
that the professional 
dialogue at Wyvern 

last month was only ever about 
a fine line between „good‟ or 
„outstanding‟. 
 

Of course, the inspection can 
only produce a snapshot of the 
College: for example, the Re-
port explains that 46 lessons 
were visited (many for only 10-
15 minutes) but during the in-

spectors‟ sojourn there 
were no fewer than 593 
lessons in action.  We 
were, of course delight-
ed that they saw out-
standing teaching in 
Maths, History, RE, Art, 
Food Technology, PE, 
etc, but it is inevitably a 
little frustrating that 
many fantastic lessons 
and activities slip under 
the radar: e.g. the in-
spectors missed the 
Rock Academy Concert 

the night before they arrived and 
they came too early to be conver-
sant with our presentations and 

It gives me great pleasure to un-
veil the 2014 Ofsted Report on 
Wyvern College following the in-
spection on 27/28 March.  This is 
the inspection which most schools 
can routinely expect every four 
years or so, although no notice is 
given.  Internal moderation pro-
cedures at Ofsted plus the Easter 
holiday have meant this is the 
earliest opportunity we have had 
to publish the Report to you.  I 
have been itching to get the Re-
port published because I knew it 
was going to be a warm endorse-
ment of both the long-standing, 
fine academic track record of the 
college and also the all-
round achievements of 
the College.  Not only 
does the Report write 
about the high academic 
achievement and the 
good and outstanding 
teaching and learning, it 
also recognises the Col-
lege‟s curriculum, its 
pastoral care and nurtur-
ing of students, its arts 
and sporting achieve-
ments and a host of oth-
er enrichment activities, 
and our high standing in the 
wider educational community. 
 

This was my seventh full Ofsted 
inspection experience, the sixth 
as a school leader, since its in-
ception in 1992, and I can tell 
you that the process has 
changed considerably in that 
time (eleven Secretaries of State 
for Education over the same pe-
riod!).  The current system is 
certainly very rigorous: no warn-
ing, data driven, five inspectors 
over two days – and, as Mr Gove 
and Sir Michael Wilshaw (Chief 

Ofsted Report Headlines  
 

“Students‟ achievement is good and improving …” 
“Teaching is good overall and there is some that is outstanding …” 
“Students speak confidently about life in college and say they enjoy it …” 
“Students behave consistently well and interact easily with one another …” 
“The headteacher is a strong leader who drives the college to achieve the highest 
standards …” 

Inspectors saw outstanding 
teaching in Maths,  
History and RE….. 



interviews for the Head Boy/Girl 
and Senior Prefects, the Easter 
Revision Camp for Year 11, the 
trip to the Brecon Beacons, the 
Geography trip to New York, the 
Year 10s who were on Work Expe-
rience in their Easter Holidays and 
the fabulous Rock Challenge 
dance production in Portsmouth – 
all of which have happened since 
the inspection, either in the Easter 
Holiday or in the working days 
since the inspection.  We have 
therefore included some of these 
stories in this newsletter to com-
plement the examples provided in 
the Report itself. 
 

However, it is fair to say the in-
spection team did a good job 
within the constraints of the time-
frame; I certainly did not envy 
them their task.  That said, those 
parents who have taken ad-
vantage of our Open Mornings in 
recent years will know that you 
can very quickly gain a full picture 
of a school in a free-ranging tour 
around the college classrooms 
during an ordinary working day.  
They saw what you saw and, as 
always I was very confident and 
proud to throw open our doors to 
our visitors.  The inspectors rec-
ognised many of the outstanding 
features of our work and achieve-
ments.  You can digest the detail 
of the Report for yourselves, of 
course, and I am sure you will 
find it an uplifting read. 
 

I am particularly pleased that they  
recognised our all-round achieve-
ments and wider successes as a 

genuine and proud comprehen-
sive school: e.g. the students‟ 
community cohesion with each 
other; their good behaviour, 
safety and attendance; our pas-
toral care system; the spiritual, 
moral, cultural and social 
(SMSC) development of the chil-
dren;  the fantastic contribution 
of our governors (trustees), 
who govern the school every 
day of the year, not just every 
four years; the provision for and 
achievements of high-ability 
students; ditto, our special 
needs and disabled students, 
plus our most vulnerable chil-
dren; the outstanding contribu-
tion of our support staff, e.g. 
teaching and pastoral assis-
tants; the extensive enrichment 
opportunities; the unity and 
team work among the staff and 
the positive relations between 
staff and students. 
 

Also of particular note was the 
positive support of parents.  I 
would like to thank parents who 
took the time to respond to the  
on l i ne  ques t ionna i re  on 
„Parentview‟ – the inspectors in-
formed us that the 143 respons-
es which came in over 24 hours 
was an „exceptionally high‟ return 
and a ringing endorsement of the 
college from our parents. 
 

Of course, there are also pointers 
for further improvement in the 
Report.  No institution is perfect 
and we consider that we have 
continued to be on an improve-
ment journey since our previous 

inspection in 2010.  We shared 
our College Improvement Plan 
with the inspection team, so it 
was no surprise to see our own 
improvement priorities mirrored 
in the recommendations of the 
Report.  Indeed, regular readers 
of this Newsletter will already be 
familiar with our development 
priorities: e.g. our drive to im-
prove literacy skills of all stu-
dents, but especially middle-
ability students – in particular 
youngsters (often boys, but not 
exclusively) who are functionally 
literate but who are also reluc-
tant readers and not so keen to 
put pen to paper either and are 
therefore at risk of falling behind 
their peers the older they get, 
particularly as GCSE examina-
tions are getting harder.  You 
know that we are onto this, par-
ents, and again I call on your 
support in helping us to get your 
children to the peak of their pow-

…..and also outstanding 
teaching in Art, PE and Food 

Technology  



ers as they compete with their 
peers nationally.  For our part, we 
have got to work even harder in 
some areas to enthuse and in-
spire this minority of middle-
ability youngsters whom the in-
spectors described as „compliant, 
but not outstanding and not con-
sistent in their thirst for 
knowledge.‟ 
 

As we enter the „white hot‟ period 
of final preparations for students 
about to sit public examinations, I 
am quietly confident (but not 
complacent) that 2014 will be an 
even better year in terms of ex-
amination results – we shall see – 
but I am even more confident 
that we are „future-proofing‟ our 
students against the changes that 
are happening now – e.g. more 
stringent marking of GCSEs and 
shifts in grade boundaries – and 
the changes that are just around 
the corner – e.g. a new National 
Curriculum, reformed GCSE ex-
ams and reformed A-Level exams.  
The Report points out, for exam-
ple, that the proportion of Wyvern 
leavers gaining five A*-C grades, 
including Maths and English, is 
just above the national average, 
but actually it is considerably 
higher than the national average 
if we take into account only GCSE 
courses, which constitute the vast 
majority of a Wyvern student‟s 

c u r r i c u l u m .  
The playing 
field of the Eng-
lish educational 
system is cur-
rently in the 
process of be-
ing levelled and 
Wyvern will be 
playing with the 
wind at our 
backs in the 
second half. 
 

Many thanks for 
your continued 
support, parents.  Please enjoy 
the rest of this Newsletter and 
please ensure that your own 
sons and daughters get to par-
ticipate in as many as possible 
of the wonderful opportunities 
which Wyvern 
has to offer as 
illustrated in 
this publication! 
 
Alan Newton  
Headteacher 
 

  

Teaching Assistants &  
Pastoral Assistants  

in action  

Wyvern is a  
‘Reading College’   

 
 

Our reading  
focus has seen 
good progress  
being made for  

all groups of  
students  



Easter Revision Camp 
The Wyvern College Easter Revi-
sion Camp is a key marker in the 
college calendar, as it indicates 
the build-up to the final examina-
tions that begin in a couple of 
weeks.  This programme has 
been running for a number of 
years and, yet again, large num-
bers of Year 11 students were in 

college for three days of the East-
er holiday.  In fact, this oppor-
tunity was taken up by over 85% 
of the year group (a record num-
ber), led by in excess of 35 staff.  

Brecon Mountain  
Centre Trip  
The dry spell was forecast to end 
the day we set off - three mini-
buses with 30 students and 4 
staff were off to the Hampshire 
Mountain Centre in the heart of 
the Brecons at the start of the 
Easter holidays.  We arrived at 
6.00pm and students found 
their bunk rooms before head-
ing for a briefing and evening 
meal. Following this, students 
were coaxed to bed and a form 
of quiet ensued!  
 

Next morning, kit was handed 
out and off we went to our re-
spective locations. Weather was 
still poor so the cavers were tak-
en off to a ‟dry cave‟ with a 1.5 

The aim of the camp was to 
support and develop student 
revision, with a wide range of 
subjects and topics on offer.  
Students were asked to ensure 
that they had prioritised English 
and Maths, whilst topping-up 
their own work at home in sub-
jects such as Music, History and 
Philosophy and Ethics.  Alt-

hough a more re-
laxed approach was 
taken to uniform, 
students were cer-
tainly not relaxed in 
their focus.  Teachers 
aimed to 
c o m b i n e 
s u b j e c t 
knowledge 
r e v i s i o n 
with exam 
paper prac-
tice, ensur-
ing that 
s t u d e n t s 

could see the impact 
that their work was 
having on their pro-
gress!   
 

Whilst teachers described the 
camp as an “excellent experi-
ence”, students stated that it 
was: “confidence boosting”; 
“very helpful, fun and encourag-
ing”; and, “hard work but enjoya-
ble”.  This was, of course, just 
one step towards the final exams 
that students will sit in May and 
June, but we are confident that it 
will have provided a platform 
that will give Year 11 confidence 
in their own study and prepara-
tion.  We wish them well. 
 

Andrew Carr 
Deputy Headteacher 

Other News……. 

mile walk across stunning hills. 
Cavers require a heavy duty ny-
lon boiler suit, hard hat and 
powerful head torch, which were 

all donned at the cave mouth. 
 
The canoeists meanwhile were  
called off the river due to rising 

water levels, and retreated to a 
quiet canal for the afternoon ac-
tivity. Those doing the mountain 

walk headed up Pen Y Fan, 
the highest mountain in the 
Brecons. Cloud base was low 
and at the top the rain turned 
to hail at times, so unfortu-
nately there was not much of 
a reward in terms of view! 
 

Students swapped activities 
over the two days so every-
body was able to share their 
experiences and fun. This was 
the second mountain trip and 
it is now a firm fixture on the 
calendar. 

 
Martin Kerslake 
Trip Leader 



“New York New York so good 
they named it twice”. If I had my 
way (no further pun intended), I 
would name it again… how about 
epic, amazing or unforgettable! 
 
We had four days in Manhattan 
staying at the Pennsylvania Hotel 
(made famous by Glenn Miller).   
This was the base for thirty Year 
9 and 10 students plus three 
members of the Geography de-
partment and what a great loca-
tion it was; midtown opposite the 
famous Madison Square Garden 
Arena with a view of the Empire 
State Building in one direction 
and the other Times Square. It is 
a very friendly and vibrant city 
which truly "never sleeps" and 
attacks the senses at every op-
portunity.  
 
The first day found us witnessing 
New Yorkers at play, it being a 
sunny Sunday. And we started in 
a nearby diner with a full calorie- 
laden American breakfast, and  
then straight onto the subway to 
China town, walking through little 
Italy north to Washington Park. 
We made this a gentle stroll tak-
ing in the atmosphere of locals 
sitting in parks, playing music, 
street entertainment, generally 
socialising and playing board 
games (one of our students tak-
ing up the challenge of an open 
air chess match). The evening 
began with a Chinese buffet meal 
followed by a night view of the 
city from the "Top of the Rock". 
 
Day 2 began with a journey to 
the top of the Empire State Build-
ing to the see the city in daylight 
in all its glory.  Human beings are 
truly incredible in what they can 
achieve! There was certainly lots 
more to see from this incredible 
film set: the Chrysler Building, St 
Patrick's Cathedral and Grand 
Central Station to name but a 
few. Bubba Gump's restaurant 

New York Trip Easter 2014 
was our evening stop for 
shrimps prior to some free time 
in a wet Times Square and the 
opportunity for lots of photo-
graphs with NYPD officers (did 
you know there are 48,000 of 
them?) and cartoon characters 
amongst others. 
 

Day 3 was a highlight as we 
went to Liberty Island and three 
quarters of the way up the stat-
ue, and then on to Ellis Island.  
This is the point at which many 
US citizens were processed prior 
to entering the country and is a 
truly world class museum. It 
was then back on the ferry with 
the best views of the city land-
scape, then lunch near to Wall 
Street and on to Ground Zero. 
This is a staggering memorial to 
those who perished in the 9/11 
attack and could not fail to have 
an emotional impact on many of 
the party. There was a lighter 
end to the day with food at The 
Hard Rock Café and some more 
time in Times Square, this time 
without the rain! 
 

Our final day was spent in the 
area around Central Park with 
students enjoying a variety of 

activities from a horse-drawn car-
riage, the zoo, visiting the build-
ing where John Lennon was shot 
or playing some sport. 
 
WOW!  What an experience! A 
truly friendly, safe and exhilarat-
ing place, the memories of which 
will stay with our students and 
staff forever. 
 

Nick Clayton 
Assistant Headteacher  



Rock Challenge 2014  

„Josephine the Angel‟ 
The story of an improbable rescue by New York City Firefighters was among the most enduring of 
9/11.  It was considered a feat of timing, engineering and luck that when the North Tower fell, the 
firefighters of Ladder Company 6 and Josephine Harris survived. The firefighters believe the differ-
ence between life and death was meeting Josephine on the stairwell.  
 

This was our theme for Rock Challenge 2014.  Read on for Lucy Brewerton‟s report of the day …… 

Seven months‟ preparation full of 
hard work, long rehearsals and 
dedication has all been worth our 
time.  The day of competition ar-
rived and we got to Portsmouth 
Guildhall with tired eyes but excit-
ed spirits.  With costumes pre-
pared, set assembled and lighting 
designed, we started the day re-
laxed and ready for the perfor-
mance to come. 
 

After watching rehearsals, per-
fecting our piece and having to 
witness our teachers air guitar on 
stage (!), we began to feel the 
nerves after drawing performance 
place 5.  Lunch break was fol-
lowed by the second production 
meeting, the last run through of 
our dance and then the task of 
getting ready began.  We worked 
together to try to achieve make-
up and hairstyles that would rep-

resent our theme of the 9/11 
Twin Towers attack.  Firemen 
began to look the part as hel-
mets were stationed in place 
and the ‟angels‟ showed their 
role with a preciously painted 
wing surrounding their eyes.  
The office workers became suit-
ed with shirts and ties and 
American flag-style waistcoats 
were placed on.  The last ribbon 
was woven into hair and with a 
final spritz of hairspray, we were 
ready.  
 

Performing in front of the judg-
es and audience was nerve-
racking but due to the hard 
work put in by ourselves and 
teachers, the showcase was a 
success.  Receiving comments 
about how well we used and 
involved the scenery and that it 

was powerful to show life before, 
during and after the event of 
9/11, we were not only excited 
buy also relieved that nothing 
went wrong!  We collected 
awards for costume, positive in-
clusion and a cultural and educa-
tional theme which made us all 
very proud.  The college also re-
ceived a Ten Year Rock Challenge 
participation award.  It was a 
wonderful experience in which we 
became closer with friends from 
other year groups and grew in 
confidence for performing.   
 

Plans are already being prepared 
for next year and I would strong-
ly encourage you to think about 
taking part!     
 

Lucy Brewerton 
Year 11  

Photograph supplied by Nick Scott Photography 



News of Ex-Wyvern Student  
Over Easter, I was privileged to 
watch Gerard Ellis (ex-Wyvern 
student) make his first Home and 
Premiership start against Newcas-
tle Falcons. 
 
Not only did Gerard play well but 
he scored right in front of me, his 
parents and about 15 of his for-
mer Wyvern friends! 
 
Gerard has recently recovered 
from knee surgery and even more 
recently has been taken on as a 
full professional at London Irish 
RFC. 

We reminisced fondly about his 
time here at Wyvern and it was 
lovely to see his commitment 
and dedication to his career. 
 
If you have any similar stories 
to tell about the success of ex-
Wyvern students, sporting or 
otherwise, then please do get in 
touch with the college. 
 
Stuart McCracken 
PE Curriculum Leader 

Gerard Ellis 
London Irish RFC  

NEW ATHLETICS CLUB! 
 

Wyvern has become a satellite club for Southampton Athletics Club 
We will specialise in all of the THROWS and the JUMPS. 

Training will be from 4.00 pm to 5.30 pm every Wednesday on the J-Track 
with Specialist coaches Erik & David. 

  
First „taster session‟ is free! 

  
See Mr McCracken and sign-up ASAP. 

Places are on a first come basis. 
 

Contacting the College  
 

The main college phone number is 02380 692679 or email enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.    
You can also contact Pastoral Leaders or Curriculum Leaders using the email addresses given in the  
logbook and also accessible from the „Contact Us‟ page on the website at www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk.    

Full details on key dates for each year group are contained in log books and on the website.   

We are delighted to be running our third Arts 
Festival in July which amongst other things 
will include a Folk Festival, a musical charity 
concert, the Pyramid Arts Day and our Sum-

mer Concert.  Watch out for more information 
and ticket details soon.  


