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Wyvern is delighted 
that Will Emeny, Maths 
Curriculum Leader, has 
been 
awarded the prestigious 
accolade of Teacher of the 
Year in a Secondary School 
at the UK Pearson Teaching 
Awards 2016.  

After receiving the superb 
Gold Plato Award from 
presenter Sian Lloyd, Will 
said, “I am so humbled and 
excited to have received 
this award.” 

continued on page 15
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Headteacher’s briefing:  
Spotlight on Assessment

As in previous newsletters, my lead article 
will continue to focus on topical and strategic 
educational matters and will aim to give you 
some insights into how they affect Wyvern 
College. 

In this edition, I want to put the spotlight on 
assessment.  From previous editorials and 
other College communications, you will 
be aware that your children are tackling a 
significantly revised National Curriculum 
and this is also reflected in reformed GCSEs 
– more content and, arguably, even more 
rigorous, in terms of their academic content.  
There is also a greater emphasis on terminal 
examinations scheduled at the end of courses, 
rather than continuously assessed modules 
and coursework.  

Consequently, we are training and 
conditioning students to get used to formal 
summative assessments and placing much 
more emphasis on these, as well as internal 
annual exams.  We would be doing our 
students a disservice if we did not get them 
used to this way of working.  Retaining and 
‘mastering’ learning over time is crucial to 
their success – their cumulative learning 
journey is key.

Some critics say that this is a throwback to the 
Ordinary Level examinations of the 1970s 
and ’80s.  There is some truth in this, looking 
at specimen papers for the new GCSEs.  If 
you are curious, you might want to view the 
O-Level papers on this website: http://www.
csts.org.uk/exampapers-olevel-1966.htm.  
They are from 1966 but the format did not 
change for decades; I sat papers identical to 
these in the 1970s.   

A significant difference between then and 
now, is that the old O-Level was designed for 
the top 20% of the full ability range.  Now, the 
political ambition is for all students to attempt 
new-style GCSEs of comparable difficulty.  

The new grading will accommodate the full 
ability range in terms of possible outcomes – 
Grades 4, 5 and above being the threshold of 
a ‘higher grade pass’ – but our first challenge 
is to ensure that students are not fazed by 
the language and design of the new exams, 
which is why we put so much emphasis on 
literacy and numeracy.  

Wyvern will continue to turn out outstanding 
academics, and also brilliant practical, artistic 
and manually skilled children, but all students 
need to ensure that they retain their learning 
and that they can cope with an examination, 
whatever pathway they wish to pursue post-16.

Alan Newton
Headteacher



LUXURY CARE HOME

We are the difference between quality and excellence. 
Between caring at work and caring like family, between

listening and truly understanding, and between eating a meal
and enjoying an experience. If you need help finding care, 
we’ll do whatever we can to be the difference you need.

Call Nicki Kilpin today on 
02380 603120 or visit cinnamoncc.com

Sunnybank House Care Home, Botley Road, 
Eastleigh, Southampton, SO50 7AP

Dementia  |  Nursing  |  Residential
Day Care  |  Short Breaks

F_CINN_0285 Sunnybank – Wyvern Production Programme A5 (programme) HR.qxp_Layout 1  07/12/2016  10:02  Page 1



It seems like only yesterday that Year 7 
arrived at Wyvern and now we have made 
it to Christmas, it’s time to reflect on what 
has been a very rewarding term for the year 
group.

From the outset, Year 7 students showed 
courage and resilience to find their way 
around, meet new friends and work together 
in their new classes. 

In late September, the year group enjoyed 
Activities Day, participating in various events 
designed to develop their sense of belonging 
and also skills in teamwork, communication 
and problem solving.

Throughout the term, tutor groups have 
taken part in Activity Based Learning (ABL), 
in which students have to overcome a variety 
of challenges. Running on a rota basis, these 
morning sessions also provide opportunities 
for leadership skills to flourish and friendships 
to grow, and have proved very successful. 

The recent House Games offered another 

A flying start for Year 7 
opportunity for Year 7 students to compete for 
points for their houses. 

The boys played in two football tournaments 
with A and B teams both contributing to 
House scores; congratulations to both 
Wykeham and Lisle teams for well-deserved 
joint victories. 

The girls competed on the same evening in a 
netball tournament, and at the end of some 
close games, it was Nightingale who ended 
victorious. As with all the House Games 
during the year, it is the taking part that is 
important and those involved should be proud 
of their efforts and praised for representing 
their House.

A final ‘well done’ to the students invited to 
the Year 7 Praise Party earlier this month.  
Everyone invited had achieved 100% 
attendance for the whole term; an excellent 
achievement which we hope continues into 
the New Year.

Clive Gamble, Year 7 Pastoral Leader



The autumn term has been full of hard work and successes, and it has 
been a privilege to get to know everyone in my first term as Pastoral 
Leader.  

Students have participated in several curriculum events.  

During European Languages week, Ms Biddle took 90 Year 8s to Fair 
Oak Junior school to share their foreign language skills, which were much 
appreciated by the younger pupils and Year 6 teachers.  

An enjoyable trip to the Black Country Museum enabled students to 
discover more about the Industrial Revolution.  

Participation in extra-curricular activities is also high, with Year 8 students 
playing in football, rugby, netball, basketball, and table tennis teams this 
term.  

Over 90 of the year group represented their house at the recent House 
Games, making it a real whole year event!  

This year’s charity is “Kids”, which provides support and respite for local 
disabled young people.  To raise money, students are getting sponsored 
to challenge themselves with something they find difficult.  

Some great challenges are underway: one student who is afraid of 
heights is climbing the highest walls at ‘Rock Up’, and another, who is not 
usually the most organised, is cooking a week of family dinners. Fingers 
crossed everyone will contribute with sponsorship to help this fantastic 
local charity.

The first week of summative assessments took place in November and 
the results will help students to make GCSE options choices.  This process 
starts after Christmas and the Parents’ Information evening on 7 February 
2017 will provide more details. 

I will be on maternity leave after Christmas.  During my absence, Year 
8 will be in the capable hands of Mr Lines and I will be sure to keep in 
touch with him about your continued progress and successes!

Zoe Weaver, Year 8 Pastoral Leader

A busy term for Year 8



Stepping 
back in time 
at the Black 
Country 
Museum

Earlier this term, Year 8 students had a 
fantastic opportunity to experience life in 
the 19th and 20th centuries during a visit 
to the Black Country Museum.  

The museum is home to more than 50 
authentic shops, houses and workshops 
which have been carefully reconstructed 
to offer a glimpse back in time into 200 
years of history.   

Costumed workers guide visitors through 
the various exhibits and share interesting 
tales of what it was like to live and work 
during that period.    

During the day, the Wyvern group 
experienced a Victorian school lesson 
with slates and chalks, a trip through the 
atmospheric Dudley canals and a visit 
into the dark depths of a mine.  

A particular highlight for students was 
having a go on the Super Speedway, a 
popular ride at the 1920s fairground. 
And, of course, the day would not be 
complete without sampling the Midlands’ 
“best fish and chips” for lunch!

Tom Langdon, trip leader, commented: 
“The Black Country Trip is an amazing 
opportunity for students to experience 
history in an engaging, hands-on way. 

“Students were able to understand life for 
ordinary people throughout two centuries 
of massive change for Britain. They 
absolutely loved their day.”



Rugby Festival Success

Wyvern finished a commendable third place in the recent county rugby tournament 
organised by the Hampshire Rugby Football Union.  

Twenty five schools from across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight entered this event, 
which took place in unseasonable sunshine at Southampton Rugby Club in early 
October.

In the morning’s group stages, Wyvern reigned supreme beating Bay House School by 
3 tries to 1, drawing 2 tries each against Westgate, and beating Bitterne Park 4-0 in 
the 10 minute long games. 

On the back of their success, Wyvern found themselves in the winners’ “group of 
death” for their afternoon matches. This was a step up for the Wyvern players who 
went down by 4-1 against Arnewood and by 2-0 to Hounsdown. 

However, following some motivational words from Coach McCracken, and some 
inspirational performances from Josh and Jack Devereux, as well as Kye Donovan and 
captain Cormac Oliver, the team came back strongly to beat Springfield by 3-0.

They then defeated the Island Free School from the Isle of Wight by 2-0 to claim third 
place. 

New recruit and powerful runner, Adam Kenway finished as Wyvern’s top try scorer 
and player of the tournament with nine tries. 

He was well supported by Josh and Jack Devereux and Harry Mann, who also crossed 
the white wash for Wyvern. Harry Kemp had 

his best tournament to date and Toby 
Wolverson, George Milton and 

Sam Foster also gave their 
best. 

The team will be 
looking forward 

to continued 
success in 
the District 
League 
fixtures 
which 
started in 
earnest in 

November.



Welcoming Year 10 students back as 
senior members of the college at the 
start of September was fantastic, with 
students looking very smart and “ready 
for business”.

An unprecedented number of the 
year group assisted across various 
departments at Open Evening this year, 
with selected students also conducting 
College tours during the evening.  

All the feedback was positive and 
praiseworthy of our students which is a 
great credit to our College community.

We are also celebrating two members 
of the year group successfully becoming 
Wyvern’s Student Governors for this 
academic year.  

Abigail Wilkinson and Niall Reeves 
applied for this prestigious and 
interesting role and were elected by the 
student body. They both told me recently 
that they applied for the post because 
they thought that it would be good 
experience for the future.  

They went on to say, “We feel pretty 
happy and excited to become student 
governors but we also respect all of the 
others who applied.  We feel grateful that 
students voted for us. Thank you.”  We 
wish them both the best of luck in their 
new roles!  

Our Peer Supporters continue to provide 
invaluable support for some of our 
more vulnerable students, particularly at 
lunchtimes in the Safe Study Room and 
working with the Year 7 tutor group that 
they are attached to.  

Some are also now patrolling the College 
at break and lunch to try to identify 
students who might need some support.  
Our recent refresher training was also an 
ideal opportunity to review the role. 

A fabulous group of students – 
forthcoming prefects, head boy or head 
girl perhaps?  

Donna Howard, 
Year 10 Pastoral Leader

Year 10 
students 

supporting 
college life
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A prize-giving ceremony for the crème de la crème
Over 100 prize-winners received awards at this year’s prize-giving ceremony, applauded by 
proud family and friends.  

Books or trophies were awarded in a range of categories including high performance in 
specific subjects, excellent attendance, service to the college and to the local community.      

Special guest, ex-student Mark Tilling, spoke about his interesting career which has included 
gaining qualifications in catering and patisserie, working at several prestigious hotels, and 
writing two books. 

Competitions in the UK and internationally have played a key role in his career and he was 
part of the winning team in this year’s Bake Off: Crème de la Crème. He currently works at 
Squires Kitchen International School as chocolatier, patisserie chef teacher and Head of 
School. 

He concluded by advising prize-winners to work hard in life and to prove people wrong if they 
say you can’t achieve something! 

In his address, Mr Newton thanked the Wyvern staff and congratulated Mr Emeny on winning 
the national Secondary Teacher of the Year award.  

He also shared extracts from Malcolm Gladwell’s book 
Outliers, which explores the histories of some exceptional 
people, from The Beatles to Bill Gates, who are smart, 
successful and operate at the extreme edge of what seems 
statistically plausible.  The book also looks at how practice 
plays a key part in success and how it takes 10,000 hours to 
become expert in something!   

Mr Newton finished by recognising the undoubted contribution 
of family members to the success of this year’s prize-winners.    

A fantastic musical interlude was provided by cast members 
of the forthcoming production of Little Shop of Horrors.  

After the ceremony and photographs, ex-students had the 
opportunity to chat with staff about their experiences since 
leaving Wyvern, which rounded off a memorable evening. 



Eastleigh College cooks 
up a storm at Wyvern!

Over 60 Year 10 students had a great opportunity to learn 
from the experts, when Eastleigh College Catering 
department visited to demonstrate a variety of culinary skills.  

In readiness for the new Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE, 
students learnt how to de-bone a chicken and fillet a fish, as well as how to turn these 
ingredients into some beautifully presented dishes. 

One student, Jake Bingley, was brave enough to don an apron at one point and take on the 
challenge of filleting a fish in front of his peers! 

Ex-student Katie Woodford, now a third year catering student at Eastleigh College, showed 
how to prepare and display a dessert, and handed out some delicious brownie tasters. 

Students also discovered more about the Junior Chef Programme, a six-week course held at 
the College, and many thought this would be an ideal way to develop their skills further. 

Emma Sinnett, Technology Teacher, said: “We’re extremely grateful to the Eastleigh College 
team for spending the morning with us.  It certainly inspired our students 

and taught them key skills needed for the new GCSE.”  



The local Royal British Legion Festival of Remembrance is a key event for Wyvern 
Chamber Choir and they appreciate being able to contribute towards the annual 
commemoration of those who have lost their lives in conflicts.  

At this year’s event held at The Point in Eastleigh, the choir performed three songs: 
a Vera Lynn medley of popular classics including ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘We’ll 
Meet Again’, ‘Lost Boy’ by Ruth B based on the Lost Boys from Peter Pan, and ‘In 
Flanders Fields’, a poem by Dr J McCrae set to music by R Emerson.  

Vicki Welsh, who oversees the choir, said, “The Choir all sang beautifully to an 
appreciative audience, and it was great to welcome four new members.”

The young singers meet for an hour after college each week to rehearse. 

They perform a wide range of musical styles including classical, popular hits and 
1940's songs, and enjoy participating in events and concerts during the year, 
wearing their red dresses with pride.  
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The annual High Achievers’ Celebration recognised 
those Year 9 students who reached the highest 
levels at the end of Key Stage 3 in Year 8. 

Year 9 
High Achievers’ 

Celebration

At this year’s event, Mr Newton asked those present to reflect on the qualities and skills which 
made them high attainers, such as good work ethic, sustained attainment, confidence, and the 
ability to learn independently.  

He encouraged them to continue to have high expectations of themselves during their GCSE 
courses, to start thinking about their next steps after Wyvern and consider what they needed to do 
to get there.  

Students were also asked to consider how they could serve the College community in positions of 
responsibility over the next three years. 

Having enjoyed a congratulatory lunch with members of the Senior Leadership Team, the students 
were awarded a badge to mark their success. 

“Wyvern College is a brilliant school and I am so grateful to all 
the colleagues who have supported and developed me as a 
teacher over the years. Most importantly, thank you to the students 
past and present; your hard work and commitment to your studies 
inspire me to be the best teacher I can be for you each day!”

Selected from thousands of nominations, Will was awarded one 
of just 55 silver awards in June and joined fellow winners for a 
celebratory tea at the House of Commons.  He was announced 
as overall winner in the Secondary Teacher of the Year category 
at a glittering ceremony at London’s Guildhall in October. 

Will is passionate about his students achieving their potential and 
also believes in the sharing of best practice.  He developed 
Numeracy Ninjas, an innovative programme of work based on 
extensive research, and has made it freely available so that it is 
now used in thousands of schools across every continent in the world.    

Alan Newton, Wyvern Headteacher, said, “Will is a ‘force majeur’ in Maths teaching and his 
leadership of learning. 

“Rarely have I come across someone so talented, yet so selfless and generous with his gifts. We 
are so proud of him and I can think of none more deserving of an Award of this kind!” 

National  Award for Mr Emeny
continued from front cover



Little Shop of Horrors - another fabulous Wyvern Show!

Featuring a creepy man-eating plant, vibrant soul music, and dark humour, Little Shop 
of Horrors undoubtedly continued the Wyvern tradition of producing an outstanding 
annual musical, with first-class performances from all the youngsters involved.

Written by Alan Menken and Howard Ashman, this comedy-horror tells the story of a 
very hungry plant named Audrey II on its quest for world domination. 

It was brought to life on the Wyvern stage by over 30 cast members and a huge 
backstage crew and orchestra, under the direction of Gary Appleton and Bryan 
Postlethwaite.  

The show was thoroughly entertaining, with the impressive set and atmospheric 
lighting providing the perfect backdrop for the great acting, powerful music and 
vibrant dance routines.   

In the lead roles, Christian Wood and Morgan Dunn were superb in their 
portrayals of hapless Seymour and glamourous Audrey.  

Other memorable performances were given by Elijah Jeffery as demented 
dentist Orin Scrivello, Daniel Gaines as cranky florist Mr Mushnik, and 
Matilda Bell, Emily Howe, and Cream Muenprom who sang and danced 
wonderfully throughout in the roles of Crystal, Ronette, and Chiffon.  

Full credit must also go to the fantastic supporting cast, not forgetting 
plant puppeteers Adam Spake and Luke Porcher, and member of staff 
Tom Hayes as the voice of Audrey II, reprising a role he first played as a 
student ten years ago! 

Director, Gary Appleton, said, “The cast and crew have worked 
exceptionally hard on this ambitious show over the last six months, 
demonstrating incredible talent and commitment.  We hope the 
audience enjoyed watching it as much as we enjoyed making it!”



Book & lyrics by HOWARD ASHMAN  Music by ALAN MENKEN - Based on the �lm by Roger Corman -  Screenplay by Charles Gri�th
Originally produced by the WPA Theatre (Kyle Renick, Producing Director)  Originally produced at the Orpheum Theatre, New York City, by the WPA Theatre, David Ge�en, Cameron 

Mackintosh and the Shubert Organisation.  This amateur production is presented by arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK

Wyvern College Presents

Adults £8 / Children and Concessions £6
Tickets available from Wyvern Finance Office 02380 692679 Ext 261

Wed 30 Nov – Sat 3 Dec at 7.00pm
Wyvern Main Hall

Little Shop of Horrors - another fabulous Wyvern Show!



Ninety Year 7 students experienced two of London’s cultural highlights 
recently, in a trip that incorporated both Tate Modern and the Globe 
Theatre. 

Starting off with a treasure-art hunt around the exhibits in Tate Modern, 
students then focussed on some of the techniques and artists currently 
being studied in art.  

Lunch was taken in the Turbine Hall of the gallery, where students enjoyed 
being part of the ‘living installations’ of light and sound.   

After a walk along the South Bank, the group arrived at the prestigious 
Globe Theatre, where they had a fascinating tour.  A drama workshop with 
a professional actor followed, in which they explored the characterisation 
and setting of ‘The Tempest’, the Shakespeare play that they will be 
studying in the New Year.  

The students then walked across the Thames over the Millennium Bridge, 
taking in the sights of the city, in particular the spectacular view of St 
Paul’s Cathedral.  A drive past the Houses of Parliament, Whitehall, and 
Downing Street completed a fabulous day of culture and excitement.

Becky Williams, Trip Leader, commented: “This trip enabled students to 
explore and challenge their opinions, both visually and dramatically, and 
the view of the Globe stage from the galleries really sparked students’ 
interest in their study of Shakespeare.”  

Experiencing culture in the capital



Congratulations to the Year 9 
Boys’ B Team who recently won the 
Mountbatten Football Tournament. 
Captain for the day, Keenan Hunt, 
describes how events unfolded: 

Football Tournament 
Triumph 

for Wyvern

“Heading to the tournament with some great players, I knew we could do well. We 
had three opponents: Westgate, Perins and the hosts Mountbatten, and we had to 
play each team twice, so a total of 6 games. We started slowly with a 0-0 draw to 
Westgate but then came alive in the second game to beat the hosts 1-0, thanks to a 
great goal from Dan Assadi. 

Next up were Perins, a game that had many chances but ended goalless. Having 
played every school once, we were up against Westgate again, our toughest 
opponents so far.  We snatched a 1-0 win thanks to Tristan Heaton-Wright’s goal. 
Our next game against Mountbatten required a win to keep our hopes alive of 
winning the tournament. The match started strongly with a fantastic free-kick from 
Harry Stevens. We were leading for most of the game but a last minute Mountbatten 
goal resulted in a 1-1 draw. We then need a win to lift the trophy or if we failed to 
win, Westgate needed a win to snatch it from us. 

So it all came down to the final game and a goalless draw with Perins ended our 
tournament as the only unbeaten team. Mountbatten had to beat Westgate for us to 
become champions, and they did just that with a surprising 2-0 win!

Wyvern won this tournament for the second year running thanks to great 
management by Mr Watson and team work from the boys. As Captain, my player of 
the tournament was Tristan Heaton-Wright for creating loads of counter attacks and 
goal scoring opportunities.”



Earlier this term, Wyvern Science prefects Lois Carter, Becky 
Larner, Evie Lomas, Vedanshu Mahajan, Jake Moulton and Alex 
Sullivan helped to inspire some potential scientists of the future.

They were on hand to support Year 1 classes at Fair Oak Infant 
School during their first STEM (Science, Technology, Maths, and 
Engineering) week.  

Working alongside Wyvern teachers, the students assisted the 
younger pupils in coming to grips with a whole range of exciting 
scientific activities. These included looking at x-rays, making a UV 
sensitive bracelet, experimenting with thermochromic paper (heat 
sensitive!) and building a simple circuit.

For the Wyvern students, it was a great opportunity to represent 
the College and to share their scientific knowledge.  

The Fair Oak Infant pupils really enjoyed learning some new skills 
and showed great interest and concentration during the activities.  

STUDENTS SUPPORTING STEM

Continuing a series of university visits as part of the College’s 
Careers programme, a group of Year 9 students recently attended 
an inspiring taster day at Southampton University.

The aim of the day was to provide students with an introduction to 
life at the University and an overview of the opportunities it offers.  

After enjoying a fascinating session in the University’s mobile 
planetarium, the Wyvern visitors participated in a ‘Why HE?’ 
activity, where they were able to investigate the wide range of 
courses available to them.  

The students also talked to various student ambassadors at the 
University and took part in a campus tour and scavenger hunt.  
They also met a slightly unusual resident: the university cat who was 
elected honorary president of the Students’ Union! 

Commenting on the visit, Katie Bruce, Wyvern’s Careers 
Co-ordinator, said: “The day was a great success and really 
helped to raise students’ aspirations in relation to higher education 
possibilities.”

Spotlight on Southampton University



The winner of the 2016 Hampshire Book 
Award was Looking at the Stars by Jo Cotterill 
and she was presented with her award at 
Winchester Guildhall in early November.  

Young readers from across Hampshire 
attended the event, including 12 students from 
Wyvern, who had the opportunity to get their 
books signed by the author.

Those present thoroughly enjoyed the 
presentation; Jo was an enthusiastic speaker 
and her audience was engrossed as she 
spoke about her inspiration for the book and 
the process of writing an award-winning novel. 

She explained how she had been moved by the 
plight of refugee children who were suffering in 
terrible conditions in their own country and in 
refugee camps in neighbouring countries.  

Looking at the Stars tells the story of Amina’s 
family which is being torn apart by war in a 
country where opposing forces are competing 
for power. 

Despite the war, the people try to live as normally as possible but then Amina’s brother joins 
the rebels and as a result, the whole family are separated. Her beloved father is shot in the 
street, and her mother faces an uncertain future because she may have gypsy heritage. Amina 
and her sister are forced to flee across the border, on their own without any money or friends. 

But the novel isn’t all doom and gloom; many people are in the same position and friendships 
develop. One of the book’s strengths is its focus on the power of storytelling which has helped 
people through the ages to survive difficult times.  

One of the most popular books in the Wyvern Library, this is a great book and would make a 
perfect Christmas gift for a young reader! 



Wyvern students had a superb 
opportunity to work collaboratively with 
professional choreographers recently, 
as part of an innovative two-day dance 
project called Creative Edge.  

Supported by Arts Council funding, the 
project began with five dance artists 
performing their movement research 
ideas.  

Taking inspiration from this work, the 
Wyvern students then created their 
own piece of work, culminating in a 
performance on the evening of the 
second day in front of parents and 
members of the wider community.

 An important part of the project was 
to gather feedback from the audience 

on the concepts and performances, 
which was done through a question and 
answer session and also a comments’ 
book.

As well as working alongside the 
professionals, Wyvern students gained 
a unique insight into the challenges 
choreographers face in turning a 
concept into a finished piece, and 
really enjoyed the experience of 
performing in front of a larger audience.

The project was certainly a resounding 
success amongst those involved, with a 
Year 8 student commenting: “I enjoyed 
working with a professional and being 
able to put together a dance, and I 
was proud to show people what I had 
achieved.” 

Creative Edge Dance Project



A Year 10 student added: 
“I was pleased to work with 
an actual choreographer 
and to mix my own ideas 
with theirs to create a really 
good performance-ready 
piece. 

“It also taught me about the 
processes of creating a dance 
which I can apply in the GCSE 
Dance course.”

Reflecting on the project, Theresa 
Lowe, Dance Curriculum Leader, 
said: “We were delighted to be part of 
Creative Edge. Overall, it was a rewarding 
two days during which students learnt so 
much from the visiting professionals and 
worked tremendously hard to deliver their 
final performance.”
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Extracted from an article by Madeleine Stanimeros, 
who runs parenting courses and writes a blog: 
thecourageousmumma.com.  

I love parenting teens! I do have moments when I want to scream, but that’s not 
the bigger picture. Teenagers are a mine of enthusiasm and passion and we have 
the privilege of sharing their struggles and victories. With five children, we have 
learned through our mistakes and stumbled upon a handful of parenting principles. 
Over time, we’ve formed a framework by repeatedly asking ourselves, “What sort of 
adults do we want our teenagers to become?”

Two of our main objectives are: to keep the relationship with the teenager intact 
and to build their emotional security.

Teenagers can have issues which don’t seem as catastrophic to us as to them, but 
this is where there is potential for conflict. Learning to communicate effectively by 
understanding before being understood, has helped us to keep calm when they’re 
not. When they are rattled, it’s vital to listen and understand how they feel. Intuition 
often urges us to advise, moralise, solve, analyse, or distract when our teenagers 
have a problem. We’ve found that laying down our defences and finding words 
to echo their feelings moves them from feeling angry with no choices, to being 
understood and considering their options. 

Our son was crushed when an event he’d been working towards was cancelled. 
My instinctive response would have been: “Never mind”, “Set up another date”, “At 
least your preparation will keep”, “We’ll go out for a pizza instead.” Soothe, advise, 
console, distract. But psychologist Gordon Thomas says that what our children really 
need to hear is:

•   You have a right to express how you feel
•   I want to hear your point of view
•   Your ideas are worth listening to
•   I’m interested in you
•   I might learn something here

As we validate their feelings, they will develop solutions.  When I said to my son: “I’m 
so sorry, you must be distraught; you’ve worked so hard”, his anger softened to tears 
then solutions. 

Feelings can be difficult but to raise emotionally intelligent adults, we need to 
acknowledge their emotions. Teenagers are challenging but if we bury our heads 
during these years we’ll miss a rewarding opportunity as they begin to trust us 
through their highs and lows. We’ve found that a handful of principles enables us to 
be proactive rather than reactive and to keep our heads when our kids are losing 
theirs. And, if we can model a well put-together adult, one day they might want to 
be one themselves!

Understanding 
Teenagers



All aboard! New buses take to the road

Earlier this term, Wyvern welcomed some 
new arrivals as it took delivery of two 

brand new minibuses - a Ford Transit 17 
seater and a Renault Master 16 seater.  

The minibuses are an essential part of 
College life, transporting various sports 

teams to a whole host of fixtures, Duke of 
Edinburgh participants to their expeditions, 
and many other students to a huge range 

of smaller trips and visits locally and 
further afield.  

Over the last two years, the old minibuses 
did a combined mileage of over 16,000 
which goes to show how much they are 

used.  

The staff will certainly enjoy driving the 
new buses and we hope students will enjoy 

riding in them too!  

Do you have an interesting or unusual profession? 
Would you be willing to talk about your career experiences? 
And can you spare some time during the week of March 6th-10th?

If so, then we’d love to hear from you to take part in National Careers Week. 
Wyvern is preparing a programme of volunteer speakers for National Careers 
Week and is looking for people to inspire our students. 

So if you are a parent, relative, friend or a stakeholder of the school, then we 
would value your input.  

Please contact Katie Bruce, our Careers Co-ordinator, at:  
careers@wyvern.hants.sch.uk 

if you can help in any way.

Have an inspiring career?  
We’d love to hear from you



How does our garden grow? 
Extremely well at the moment thanks to six 

students who have become regular members of 
the newly-formed Wyvern Gardening Club.  

Working alongside Miss Gott and supported by 
visiting tree and plant expert Mrs Bashford, the 
students have undertaken a wide range of tasks 

across the different gardens this term.  

In the memorial garden, the team has removed 
old plants, planted bulbs for spring interest, swept 
paths, fed the rose, moved the bench to a more 

appropriate area, cleaned the plaques, brightened 
up the memorial vase with fresh flowers, and 
added memory stones from the bereavement 

group.

The green-fingered students have also been busy in 
the nursery garden, adding colourful flowers to the 
pots at the front, pruning the buddleia to allow for 

new growth and digging over flower beds ready for 
bulbs and alpine plants that can tolerate dry shade.

This summer also saw a bumper crop of vegetables 
from the gardens, which have been put to good 
use as part of lessons in the Food Technology 

department.  

Reflecting on the recent developments, Miss Gott 
said, “The students have shown real commitment to 
the gardens this term and the college environment 

will certainly benefit from their hard work.”

The long-term plan is to grow more plants from 
seed and also to join the RHS School Gardening 

Scheme.  

Any donations of seeds or good quality gardening 
equipment are always welcome; please contact 

Miss Gott at the College if you can help in any way. 



Berlin and Poland: 
A poignant & thought-
provoking trip
“A once in a lifetime experience” – that was the verdict 
from students who took part in the college’s Berlin and 
Poland trip during October half-term. 

Forty-six students and five staff explored a variety of 
historic sights and discovered more about the culture of 
their two destinations during the five-day trip. 

In Poland, the group toured the Jewish Quarter and met 
a Holocaust survivor, before making the memorable 
journey to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  

For many students, this was undoubtedly the most 
powerful and poignant experience of the trip.  

Although they had read and learnt about the horrors of 
the Holocaust, visiting one of the actual locations allowed 
them to fully appreciate the true realities of World War II. 

Continuing on to Berlin, the group explored a wealth of tourist attractions during their stay.  

Destinations included the Soviet War Memorial, the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, 
the Fuhrer Bunker, East Side Gallery, Topography of Terror, Olympic Stadium, Wannsee 
Conference House, Gleis 17 Grunewald Bahnhof, Jewish Museum, Reichstag Dome, DDR 
museum and a Stasi prison.

An opportunity to see Berlin by night from the top of the Reichstag Dome was a final highlight, 
and there was just time left to do some shopping!

Trip Leader, Emma Stangroom, said: “This was a fantastic trip, enabling students to see so 
many significant sights.  All students made the most of the experience and it was a pleasure to 
accompany them.”
 



This term the college has been 
focussing on anti-bullying initiatives, 
starting with an Anti-Bullying 
Conference in October.  

Mrs Firth was joined by the Head Boy, 
Head Girl, the Senior Prefect team and 
11 other students to discuss how to 
combat bullying and its effects on the 
college. 

Students split into small groups, led 
by a Senior Prefect, and discussed 
the different types of bullying and the 
different effects bullying can have on 
people.  

They also considered a series of true 
or false statements about bullying and 
thought about why some people are 

bullies.  All the students worked well 
together and contributed interesting 
ideas on how Wyvern can deal with 
bullying better. 

The group agreed that bullying is 
Several Times On Purpose (STOP) and 
also established what bullying is not.  

The conference continued with a 
range of tasks including updating 
and creating new posters to display 
around College, designing a student 
leaflet to STOP bullying, researching 
recent facts and figures on bullying, 
planning a new display board by the 
Student Services desk and designing 
a ‘STOP BOX’ for Student Services 
where students can report bullying 
confidentially.

The work done at the Conference 
was then shared with the rest of the 
College during assemblies to mark 
national Anti-Bullying Week at the start 
of November. 

 
Written by Simon Puttock (Year 10) and Will Archer (Year 11)

Focus on 
anti-bullying



Spring Term 2017 
Date      Event 
Tues 03 January    College re-opens for Spring Term 
Mon 16 – Fri 27 January   Year 8 College Exams 
Tues 17 January    4.00pm Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
Tues 31 January    4.00pm Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Tues 14 February    4.00pm Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Weds 15 February    Pyramid Vocal Festival at Thornden
Mon 20 – Fri 24 February   Half-Term Holiday 
Mon 27 February  – 10 March   Year 7 College Exams 
Mon 13 – Fri 17 March    Additional Trial GCSEs for Year 11 in English,  
     Maths and Science 
Tues 21 March     Years 7, 8, 9 and 11 start later at 9.50am
Tues 21 March     4.00pm Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
Fri 24 March    INSET Day – College closed
Mon 27 March – Thurs 06 April   Year 10 College Exams 
Weds 29 March     Rock Academy Concert
Mon 03 – Thurs 06 April     Year 9 College Exams 
Thurs 06 April     12.30pm College closes for Easter 
Fri 07 April     INSET Day – College closed 

Summer Term 2017 
Date     Event
Mon 24 April     College re-opens for Summer Term 
Mon 24 – Fri 28 April    Year 9 College Exams 
Mon 01 May     Bank Holiday 
Mon 15 May – Mon 26 June   GCSE Exams (provisional) 
Mon 15 May – Fri 26 May   Year 8 College Exams 
Mon 22 – Fri 26 May    Year 7 College Exams 
Mon 29 May – Fri 02 June  Half-Term Holiday 
Mon 05 – Fri 09 June    Year 7 College Exams 
Thurs 22 June    Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 start at 11.10am
Mon 19 – Fri 30 June   Year 9 College Exams 
Fri 23 June    INSET Day – College closed 
Mon 26 June – Fri 07 July    Year 10 College Exams 
Tues 25 July    12.30pm College closes for Summer Holidays 

Dates for Your Diary

Contacting the College 
By phone – 02380 692679 
By email – enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.   
Or contact Pastoral and Curriculum 
Leaders directly via the ‘Contact and 
Payments’ page on the website at 
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk.   

Keeping in Touch with College Events  
Visit our website – 
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk 
Like us on Facebook – 
www.facebook.co.uk/WyvernCollege
Follow us on Twitter – @WyvernCollege     
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