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SPORTING TIMES 

WYVERN ROCKS 
WYVERN STUDENTS SCOOP THREE PRESTIGIOUS 

AWARDS AT THIS YEAR’S ROCK CHALLENGE 
By Micaella Horton 

This year‟s Rock Challenge concert at 

the Guildhall venue in Portsmouth 

was a huge success for Wyvern 

College. The college scooped three 

prestigious awards on the night; 

awards for Excellence for Lighting, 

Set Design and Function, and 

Concept.  

Throughout the day, students were 

privileged to be given the opportunity 

to take part in musical raves, with the 

leaders of the event arranging 

different activities in an amazing 

atmosphere. The whole event gave 

students the opportunity to get to 

know students not only from the 

Wyvern community, but also students 

from other schools they were 

competing against, including Fareham 

Academy and Horndean Technology 

College. 

Each individual student who was 

competing got the chance to perform 

two run-throughs on the main stage. 

This gave students the chance to get 

used to the spacing of the set and 

stage, and get a feel for what the real, 

final performance would be like. 

Wyvern Dance and P.E. teacher Mrs. 

Lowe said: “Rock Challenge has been 

a real focus in the lives of the Rock 

Challenge team. For months we have 

been rehearsing since we started this 

project back in July 2014. Our dance 

team is a wonderful mix of year 

groups and I am always thrilled to see 

the more experienced dancers 

support and nurture the younger 

members of the team. Of course, for 

some students, it is their first taste of 

performing to a large audience. This 

event teaches many of the students 

that they are stronger that they 

believed they were and that when 

they work hard and face their fears, 

there is so much they can achieve. 

Their self-esteem has grown 

enormously. I think this is one of the 

best elements of Rock Challenge for 

me.  

“I also feel deeply impressed with how 

such a wide variety of students come 

forward to support in all the other 

integral roles. The art club students 

who create such amazing set designs 

become members of our stage crew, 

through to the talented students who 

lead our lighting and video designs. It 

is this inter-curricular approach that 

creates a successful performance.  

“Every student plays their part in our 

team and they follow the Rock 

Challenge mantra…Be Your Best. 

Well done to all members of our team. 

See you next year!” 

Year 10 and Year 11 students interview 

Hampshire County Cricket Team! 

Exclusive Interviews from page 6... 

Photo Feature: Pages 2-5 

AGEAS Bowl Press Day 2015 
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WYVERN TRIUMPH AT ROCK CHALLENGE  

THE SCHOOL PRODUCTION, LED BY MRS LOWE,  WON 

AWARDS FOR LIGHTING, SET DESIGN AND CONCEPT 

Rock Challenge 2015Rock Challenge 2015  

―My favourite  memory from Rock Challenge was seeing my friend Beth before the 
performance and getting ready before going through rehearsals.‖ 

Katie Dunning 8N1—Dancer (Doll) 

―My best memory of Rock Challenge was rehearsing and performing in front of all the 
parents and judges. I also enjoyed watching all of the other schools perform to see what 
their shows were like throughout the whole day. It was all amazing!‖  

Tia Myrianthous 8A3 – Dancer (Goblins) 

―My best part of Rock Challenge 2015 was performing 
in front of all the parents. But also watching the other 
schools in rehearsal was fun too.  

The day was full of excitement and entertainment. 
I’m now really excited for Rock Challenge 2016!‖ 

Mia Langford 8A2 – Dancer (Soldier) 
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―The best part of Rock Challenge was 
watching the other schools perform as well 
as when we were performing on the stage 

and winning the awards. I really enjoyed 
the experience of doing Rock Challenge 
and I hope to do it again!‖  

Tamzin Hadley 8A3—Dancer / Gymnast 

―My favourite part of Rock Challenge 
was that you could watch 

everybody’s dances. Plus, there was 
some good food to eat!‖ 

Katie Pickstock 9A3—Dancer  

(Green Fairy) 

―Rock challenge was great as we were able to interact with the other year groups from the school. 
We were also able to perform in front of a large audience which helped build our confidence. Overall, 
it was a great experience and a great day where I personally learnt lots of things from dancers of 
different abilities.‖ Caitlin Brown 10L3—Dancer 
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Rock Challenge 2015Rock Challenge 2015  

―My favourite part of the day was performing 
on stage and watching the other schools dance. 
Rehearsals were difficult because I had to run 

over my fellow dancers’ backs and I kept falling 
over.‖ 

Cara Seager  8N3—Dancer (Doll) 

―The best part of Rock Challenge was actually taking 
off my pointy ballet shoes after the performance and 
being able to actually feel my feet.  It was hard work 
at first to work on the choreography for the main 

group dance as I had to make sure I didn’t step on 
anyone as they had bare feet.‖ 

Georgia Lacy 9L2—Dancer (Doll) 

―The set design and the backstage of the 
Rock Challenge concert featuring the 
dancers was amazing. The best bit was the 

big show.‖ 

Christopher Lynham 7W3—Set Designer 

―It was one of the most rewarding times 
when we won the best lighting award!‖ 

Oscar Souter 7A3—Lighting Technician 
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―It was a very fun day where I made 
lots of friends and got to do a lot of stuff 

I wouldn’t have regularly done.  

I also really enjoyed getting the 

costume and make up on.‖ 

Connor Gregory 10N2—Dancer (Goblin) 

―My favourite part of Rock Challenge was 
performing on the stage with all my 
friends  and competing  against different 

schools.‖ 

Faye Hotton 8A3—Dancer (Soldier) 

―The best part of the day was having 
fun with my friends and meeting new 

people.‖ 

Chloe McCormick 9W1—Dancer 

―My best memory of Rock Challenge 2015 was 
actually performing in the evening and the 
preparation for the performance.  

The feeling in the room was one of excitement 
but also nervousness.‖ 

Elena Beckett-Oxenham 10A1 - Dancer 
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HAMPSHIRE CRICKET STARS BOWLED OVER 

BY WYVERN STUDENTS’ INTERVIEW SKILLS 

Media students and sports 
writers from Wyvern College 
were given the exciting 
opportunity to interview 
professional cricket players at 
the home of Hampshire Cricket, 
the AGEAS Bowl, during their 
2015 press day in April. 
Students experienced a valuable 
insight into the world of sporting 
media throughout the day. They 
were given time to prepare 
questions and research before 
they set foot on Hampshire‟s 
famous AGEAS pitch to conduct 
exclusive interviews with 
Hampshire‟s Cricket squad. It was 
a unique insight into the working 
life of a professional journalist. 
Throughout the day, there were 
also informative talks from industry 
experts such as Ed Kemp, the 
reviews editor from the well-
established cricket magazine All 
Out Cricket, and Hampshire 
Cricket‟s press officer, Jamie 
Hopkins.  
Mr Dickinson, who organised the 
trip, said: “It was a fantastic day for 

all the students who attended. 
They were brilliantly behaved and 
worked really hard preparing for 
their player interview and writing 
up their articles afterwards. I was 
immensely proud of them. We all 
found the Hampshire Cricket 
players really warm and friendly to 
talk to. This helped put the 
students at ease, as it can be quite 
scary and daunting interviewing a 
famous sports star for the first 
time. We even had an impromptu 
visit from ex-Saints striker James 
Beattie who visited and was kind 
enough to have his photo taken 
with the students and sign 
autographs. I remember Lewis 
Bowers came to me and said 
James Beattie had signed his 
logbook which he was really happy 
about. However, he was worried 
his year leader Mrs Firth might not 
be too happy as she likes her year 
group to keep their logbooks neat 
and tidy.” 
Words by Pauline-May Bailey, 
Kierney Frampton and Adam 
Lort-Johnson 

AGEAS Bowl Press Day 2015AGEAS Bowl Press Day 2015  

“3, 2, 1… BISCUITS!” 
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Y11 students interviewed Hampshire batsman and one-day captain, James Vince 

Y11 with All Out Cricket reviews editor, Ed Kemp 

Y10 boys interviewed wicketkeeper and batsman Lewis McManus 

Y10 working hard on their stories 

George with batsman Michael Carberry 
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AGEAS Bowl Press Day 2015AGEAS Bowl Press Day 2015  

Wicketkeeper—
Batsman 

Squad No: 18 

DOB: 09.10.94 

Debut: May 2015 v Yorkshire 

Best: 28 v Yorkshire (May 2015) 

Playing Style: Right Hand Bat, Wicketkeeper 

Born: Poole, England 

Lewis McManus 

A relative newcomer to the 
Hampshire Cricket team, Lewis 
McManus has made the first 
step in his career towards 
becoming Hampshire‟s first 
choice wicket keeper and 
batsman. He has recently 
signed a scholarship contract to 
extend his stay by a further two 
years.  
First impressions are good. He 
comes across as very down-to-
earth and well-grounded; just a 
really nice guy. His passion for 
Cricket and his strong 
aspirations and attitude have 
seen him flourish in 
Hampshire‟s academy and the 
England under-17s. When 
asked about his experiences of 
being called up to the national 
squad at the young age of 17, 
he said “It was a great 
experience and it was good to 
play with the best players from 
all the counties. It was 
awesome to play with them all 
at such a young age. I made a 
lot of friends that I still stay in 
contact with now who are 
playing professionally at the 
moment.” After he told us what 
it was like to be part of a 
winning England side. He said: 
“It was good; really good bunch 
of guys who worked really hard 
throughout the build-up to the 
series. It was great to have 
success as such a young team 
when we hadn‟t played that 
much.”  
Lewis also gave Sporting Times 
an insight as to why he became 
a wicket keeper. He said “I used 
to be a bowler but during winter 
training I decided to be a 
wicketkeeper in the nets and 
then I enjoyed it. I did quite well 
so I stuck with it. Glad I never 
went back to bowling though; 
you get injured every other 
week!” 
Furthermore, we asked 
McManus about what age he 

was when he first became 
involved in playing cricket. He 
responded: “I was 11 years old, 
just sort of did it as a hobby as I 
predominantly played football. I 
started in Dorset then, when I 
was 15, I moved to 
Hampshire”.   
McManus won the Under-17 
Fielder of the Year Award in 
2012 and claims this was one of 
his biggest achievements. 
“When I was younger, I worked 
hard on my keeping and my 
batting. Keeping was a bit 
stronger when I was a bit 
younger but I worked well and 
hard with the coaches and it 
was a good award after the 
hard work.” 
The day before the AGEAS 
Press Day, exciting news broke 
that Hampshire had signed the 
former West Indies fast bowler 
Fidel Edwards for the second 
half of the 2015 season, 
McManus shared his thoughts 
on what he believed Edwards 
could bring to the club: “He 
should be a really good addition 
to the side. He played against 
us and trained with us when we 
were in Barbados. He bowled 
fast and he has a lot of 
experience as he played test 
cricket and international cricket 
for the West Indies”.   
McManus then told us his 
feelings when he signed his 
scholarship contract for the 
club. He said: “It‟s a brilliant 
club to play at; really good 
facilities here, great coaches 
who have played at such a high 
level. Also there is a lot of 
young players and experienced 
players, so I‟ll knuckle down 
and try and get in the first 
team.” 
Interview / Write-Up by 
William Mintram, Harry Rick, 
Lewis Bowers and Joshua 
Seager 

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEWS 
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Batsman—One-Day Captain 

Squad No: 14 

DOB: 14.03.91 

Debut: May 2009 v Loughborough MCCU 

Best: 240 v Essex (June, 2014) 

Playing Style: Right Hand Bat, Right Arm 

Bowler 

Born: Sussex, England 

James Vince 

Future England cricket hopeful 

and current Hampshire T20 

captain, James Vince caught 

up with the Sporting Times to 

give us an insight into his 

ambitions ahead of the current 

T20 season. 

Meeting him for the first time, 

you‟re immediately struck by 

his warm personality. Despite 

his higher status within the 

Hampshire Cricket team, he 

still comes across as a calm, 

warm and a level headed 

individual. 

James Vince was calm and 

composed on the AGEAS Bowl 

turf, as we bowled questions at 

him.  He was appointed T20 

captain last year and was 

hoping for a good second 

campaign at the helm of 

Hampshire‟s T20 team. After a 

successful first season 

captaining Hampshire to the 

semi-finals, James outlined his 

ambitions to “progress the team 

into to the knockout stages”. 

This could be very likely as 

Hampshire have qualified for 

five final days in the last few 

years. James wants to continue 

Hampshire‟s good reputation in 

the competition. He said “(We 

will) definitely to try and win. We 

go in every year in that 

completion to try and win it. 

This year will be no different.” 

Hampshire have been 

preparing for the new season 

by jetting off to the sunshine of 

Barbados. The attacking 

batsman went on to reflect 

about the squads‟ pre-season 

trip. He said: “It was a good trip, 

a good chance for us to get 

away and get outside on all the 

nice pitches”.  

James has had an opportunity 

to go abroad with England as 

well, representing the England 

Lions.  Former England captain 

Dominic Cork has touted Vince 

as a future England one-day 

captain. James welcomed this 

as it was nice to hear from a 

former teammate and that “he‟s 

always had good things to say 

about me. He‟s captained 

England before so it‟s nice 

coming from him”.  When asked 

whether he thinks that he‟ll be 

able to get in the England side 

in the near future, James 

responded humbly: “Well I hope 

so. It‟s out of my control really; 

I‟ve got to keep working, 

making a lot of runs and 

hopefully put my name in their 

heads.” We continued chatting 

about England and their recent 

World Cup disappointment. 

James gave his view on the 

tournament that has rocked 

England cricket in recent 

weeks: “It‟s hard to tell from the 

outside, but looking in it looks 

like they were playing with a lot 

of fear. There was obviously 

something wrong in the camp 

and that can have a big effect in 

cricket.” 

As our interview came to a 

close, it was April Fool‟s day, so 

we asked James who the 

biggest joker in the squad is, in 

which he came back to tell us it 

was in fact Hampshire all-

rounder Chris Wood as he‟s 

“constantly frustrating others by 

stealing their underpants”. But 

for us, the day and the 

experience of interviewing 

James was anything but pants. 

If you want to see James in 
action for Hampshire in the T20 
tournament this summer, then 
go to www.eticketing.co.uk for 
more information to book 
tickets. 
Interview / Write-Up by Jac 
Edwards, Jamie Benjamin, 
George Diaper and Will 
Rockett/ 

http://www.eticketing.co.uk
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AGEAS Bowl Press Day 2015AGEAS Bowl Press Day 2015  

Three lucky students had the 
chance to interview the iconic all
-rounder batsman and bowler, 
Chris Wood. Kierney, 14, said “I 
had such an amazing day, and I 
loved every second of it. I‟m so 
glad I got given this opportunity.” 
Adam, 15, said “I think it was 
good because it was so different 
from our normal school day to 
day lives.” Pauline, 15, said 
“Chris Wood came across as an 
aspirational person and kind-
hearted. This made it easier to 
speak to him.” 
Kierney, Pauline and Adam 
interviewed Wood on the 
famous Hampshire pitch. The 
interview consisted of questions 
regarding his upbringing into the 
world of cricket, and his 
thoughts and feelings about how 
England performed in the ICC 
Cricket World Cup 2015. 
Wood first realised his talent 
when he was 9. “Basically, one 
of my good friend‟s dad took me 
down the park to play one day 
and I picked it up quite well.” His 
talent quickly developed as he 
“played for a club team and then 
I got into the county system 
when I was 10 and I‟ve played 
ever since”. Chris sites Freddie 
Flintoff as one of the inspiration 
player he looks up to and is also 

quite vocal regarding England‟s 
poor performances in this year‟s 
ICC World Cup. He said: “We‟re 
slightly behind in the time. I think 
we‟ve got a lot of work to do and 
the English Premier League will 
help with that.” When asked 
what he would do differently if 
he were coaching himself, he 
said: I think T20 cricket with the 
English Premier League will help 
with that… We can‟t attract 
overseas stuff.” Chris also 
demonstrated his light-hearted 
and humorous side. When 
asked the difficult question 
about whether his presence on 
the team might have improved 
his chances, it‟s greeted with 
laughter. “I‟ll go no with that one” 
he said. 
Despite a big operation last 
winter putting him out of action 
for six months and most of the 
season, he remains well-
grounded and determined to 
prove his worth. When asked 
about whether the operation 
might affect his career in any 
way, he remains dubious. “I 
hope not but there‟s no telling as 
it might come across again.” 
Interview and Write-Up by 
Pauline-May Bailey, Kierney 
Frampton and Adam Lort-
Johnson 

CHRIS WOOD 
All-Rounder 

Squad No:25 

DOB: 27.06.90 

Debut: April 2009 v Glamorgan 

Best:105* v Leicestershire (April, 2012) 

Playing Style: Right Hand Bat, Left Arm 

Bowler 

Born: Basingstoke, England 

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEWS 
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Our team of four Wyvern 

College students were 

welcomed by the staff at the 

AGEAS Bowl on their 2015 

Press Day. We were lucky 

enough to be given some time 

to talk to Brad Wheal and were 

impressed by the South African 

cricket star‟s relaxed attitude 

and good humour. At only 18, 

the right-handed fast bowler 

and batter is very young but 

shows promise and appears to 

be looking for a big future in 

cricket.  

Brad has been interested in 

cricket from a very young age. “I 

always enjoyed playing cricket 

and thought I was very good.” 

He then told us that his greatest 

achievement in the game so far 

was joining the Under 19‟s team 

back in South Africa, winning 

various trophies. Recently, Brad 

chose to move to the UK due to 

the political struggles that his 

home country faces. 

Nevertheless he feels privileged 

to be playing at a ground such 

as the AGEAS Bowl and 

aspires to move on to 

competing at an international 

level. “My idols are Michael 

Clarke and Dale Stayle because 

they are really inspirational 

people and you can see what 

they‟ve been through.” 

The star was quizzed on what 

he thought he‟d be doing if he 

hadn‟t found a love for cricket. “I 

think I would still be in South 

Africa studying something 

boring like accounting” he told 

us before explaining that if he 

couldn‟t play cricket, rugby or 

hockey would be the next most 

appealing options.  

As many people know, being a 

professional sports player is no 

walk in the park. Training takes 

place almost every day of the 

week for 5 to 6 hours each day, 

consisting of a mixture of 

batting, bowling and the less 

enjoyed fielding. That‟s 

excluding going to the gym! 

“They push us but not so much 

that we hurt ourselves, but it‟s 

so that we do our best”.  

At just 18, the young fast bowler 

and batter comes across as 

focused and determined with 

great ambitions to achieve in his 

playing career.  When asked 

about what‟s the best advice he 

has been given in his relatively 

short professional career at 

Hampshire so far, he said: 

“Shaun Bolock said that crickets 

all about your head and 

balance; 70% of it is in your 

head. So if you have the right 

frame of mind you will do well.” 

Interview / Write-Up by Zoe 

Mallam, Izzy Oaten, Alex 

Markiewicz and Josh Moore  

BRAD WHEAL 
Bowler 

Squad No: 58 

DOB: 26.08.96 

Debut: May 2015 v Middlesex 

Best: 1/97 v Middlesex (May 2015) 

Playing Style: Right Hand Bat, Right Arm 

Bowler 

Born: Durban, South Africa 
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My Barcelona trip was exceptional. 

To start off with, the size of the trophy 

room was ridiculous; the whole room 

was packed out with plates, trophies 

and visual screens bearing the 

history of the club all over the walls. It 

had players‟ shirts from previous cup 

finals such as Messi‟s from the 

Champions League final in 2009 

against Manchester United and 

Cruyff‟s from his era at the club. 

Players‟ personal trophies were also 

on display, such as Messi‟s four 

Ballon D‟ors that he‟s won over the 

years. 

Then I saw the pitch and the seats 

surrounding it. There is an open top 

roof for three quarters of the way 

round and it was only then that I 

realised how big it was. I also found 

out from the tour guide that they‟ve 

dug it underground to fit all the seats 

in. 

The day after, Saturday 22
nd

 

November, I went to the stadium 

again, but this time to watch a match. 

Barcelona were at home to Sevilla; 

Sevilla were sitting nicely in 3
rd

 

competing for a Champions‟ League 

spot and Barcelona were trailing 

rivals Real Madrid in 2
nd

. 2nd versus 

3
rd

. It was a very entertaining game to 

watch. Barcelona scored the first 

goal, which Messi scored. It was a 

cracking goal from 25 yards from a 

free kick; struck nicely and curling in 

to the top left corner – classic Messi. 

That was the only goal of the first 

half; not really much else happened. 

As soon as the second half started, it 

already seemed more exciting than 

the first one. Sevilla started it brightly, 

as a cross came in from the left flank 

and the number 9 striker Carlos 

Bacca got his head to it and 

equalised to make it 1-1. A ten 

minute spell was a bit boring. 

Barcelona just did what they normally 

do; pass the ball around to maintain 

possession and keep their stats up. 

Then Barcelona won a free kick just 

in to Sevilla‟s half. The ball was 

swung in and Neymar got his head to 

it as the Sevilla keeper Beto just 

stood there and watched it go in. The 

ball was buried right in the bottom 

corner; nothing the number one could 

do. Neymar went off towards the 

Last season, Will Mintram journeyed 
to the Catalan county to experience 
a tour of the Nou Camp and watch 
one of Europe’s greatest teams 
demolish Sevilla 5-1… FC Barcelona.  

MORE THAN JUST A CLUB 
MÉS QUE UN CLUBMÉS QUE UN CLUB  
FootballFootball  

Lionel Messi 

Messi‟s Footballing Souvenirs 

The European Cup 
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corner flag celebrating his goal, and 

did his signature celebration; the 

dance. This goal seemed to give 

Barcelona the confidence to go on 

and win the game, because Sevilla 

didn‟t look like coming back from this. 

90,000 fans cheering all around the 

stadium, Sevilla fans were not heard 

the whole game. Barcelona 

pressured them some more through 

right-back Dani Alves in his traditional 

attacking role running down the right 

flank and whipped the ball in. It hit 

the centre-half and fell kindly to Ivan 

Rakitic who hammered it past the 

keeper to make it 3-1. Barca were on 

course to put this game to bed. 

Sevilla were giving the ball away 

cheaply and this time they gave it to 

the goal scorer, Neymar. He cut in 

side, went outside again and drilled it 

across the face of goal. Messi came 

running in at the back post and slid in 

to put it in the back of the net. The 

game was pretty much over. Messi 

wheeled away in delight as he just 

broke the record for the most goals 

by one player in La Liga. Still twelve 

minutes to go, 4-1 Barcelona. Sevilla, 

once again, gave the ball away, this 

time to Messi. He ran at the defence, 

did a „give and go‟ with Neymar and 

slotted it neatly passed the frustrated 

keeper Beto. Barcelona had too 

much class in that attack; 5-1 to 

Barcelona.  

The full time whistle went. They 

showed a video of a few of Messi‟s 

goals. When the video ended, the 

team picked Messi up and chucked 

him up in the air. 252 goals he had 

scored at this point in his career. 

Astonishing achievement for the little 

magician. Overall, the trip was 

brilliant, and I would definitely go 

again and recommend it to anyone 

who is thinking of going. The 

atmosphere was the best I have ever 

heard, and it was definitely the best 

stadium I have ever been too. WM 

The Nou Camp can seat 90,000 fans 

Will in the dugout 

Soaking up the atmosphere against Sevilla 
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It all began when I made my debut for 

the Pirates when I came over to the 

dark side after previously playing 5 

years of football for Stoke Park. I had 

the best debut anyone could‟ve 

hoped for against rivals Trojans RFC. 

Even though the scoreboard was not 

on our side, I was able to put the ball 

over the game line in what turned out 

to be a hard fought match. The 

support from our coaches Gareth 

Nicholls, Adam Saturely, Sam 

Pickering and most of all, the parents, 

was outstanding! 

The next couple of weeks saw 

interesting training sessions, mainly 

about fitness. Moreover, I started to 

feel more at home with members of 

team such as my fellow Wyvern tutee 

Benjamin Jarvis and twin brother 

Jack Devereux; they welcomed me to 

the club and helped build my 

confidence up to another level. 

Speaking of level, the level of rugby 

we played throughout the next couple 

of weeks was exceptional. This 

included a very good match at Totton 

RFC which saw us Pirates beat them 

extraordinarily with an impressive 

victory of 4-0. Delightfully, I was 

picked as „Coaches Player Of The 

Week‟ and I was very flattered with 

the award. 

 However, it was our next tournament 

that put a dent into our recent run of 

form as we lost every match, all but 

one. We were able to win a match 

which some people may call a „save 

the best till last‟ match. Moreover, we 

beat Ellingham and Ringwood 6-4, 

although this wasn‟t one of our best 

days. 

Our last tournament of the season 

was the Hampshire Cup and I have to 

say, even though we didn‟t get to the 

final, this tournament brought the 

team closer together and it was able 

to build our confidence up by a 

massive margin. We exited the 

tournament after a match against 

Vetcus. In this match, we 

unfortunately saw a horrific injury to 

our winger Josh Baker who was 

rushed to hospital with severe neck 

pains. The match ended in us losing 

3-0. 

Our last match of the season was 

definitely the best!  Once again, even 

though the scoreboard wasn‟t on our 

side, the team played an excellent 

game and made the coaches proud 

of being part of Eastleigh RFC U12. 

Despite losing 4-3, we were leading 

at one stage but we were just unable 

to maintain that lead.  

Well after an incredible season with 

Eastleigh RFC, I have improved on 

many aspects of my game, especially 

tackling, rucking and my awareness 

of the game. I can‟t wait to play for 

Eastleigh next season! 

By Joshua Devereux 

THE TALES OF TWO 
Ahoy there matey! Eastleigh Pirates under-12 rugby 

players Joshua Devereux and Ben Jarvis reflect back 

on their respective opening seasons at the club...  

RugbyRugby  

Two team-mates 

Josh loves playing for the Pirates 
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TEAM MATES 
In January, I joined the Eastleigh 

Pirates. This for me was a completely 

new experience. Never before had I 

played or even been part of a team. 

Thankfully the team welcomed me into 

the ranks with open arms.  

After two short weeks, I had started to 

put our coaches‟, Gareth Nicholls and 

Adam Saturely, advice to good work. I 

scored 5 tries in a team practice match 

and won the Coaches‟ Player of the 

Week Award. This performance truly 

helped to boost my confidence for 

future events.  

What happened next however was not 

fantastic. We entered into the New 

Milton Try Tournament the week after 

and lost 3 of 4 matches. Our team‟s 

fault was in its positioning and tactics, 

therefore a large number of tries were 

scored down our flanks. This particular 

tournament was an eye opener for the 

team, and since then, we have worked 

hard on our positioning and fitness 

which is lacking in the matches. 

I am now pleased to say we have made 

huge progress and played out the 

remainder of the season with pride and 

a little success. Furthermore, what has 

been very promising is the way that our 

team has come together as one unit. 

Therefore team spirit has really risen 

since the start of the season. 

The best part of being part of the 

Pirates is all the new experiences and 

friends you make. Before joining the 

team, I had never played any sport at 

more than a school level. The feeling of 

pride and accomplishment when your 

team (or friend) scores a try is 

overwhelming. Nothing is equal to that 

warming feeling. Moreover you make 

so many new friends and these are 

people you can truly rely on because 

you have to. For every time I go down 

into that ruck or I stick my head in that 

scrum, I am putting my wellbeing in 

their hands. 

In addition the confidence I have 

gained from playing rugby or any sport 

is brilliant. Because when I stand 

alongside my fellow Pirates, I feel as 

though I could do anything, as long as 

these boys have my back.  

Being part of this team isn‟t like joining 

some club with a lot of people you don‟t 

know; it‟s like being part of another 

family. Because, trust me, in the same 

way your family knows everything 

about you, these guys know everything 

about me. But they also have your back 

and you feel as though they will protect 

you from the world (or a lot of big guys 

running at you!) which is a good feeling 

to get when playing rugby. 

Personally I think my experiences at 

Eastleigh Rugby Club have changed 

me for the future, and I reckon they 

have made me a better, more rounded 

person as all good experiences do. 

Despite the fact that it‟s tiring and I 

have to get up at 7am every Sunday, 

these small issues are honestly all 

worth the trouble when I can safely say 

I am happy. And that is what sport 

should be all about. 

By Ben Jarvis 

Ben in action 

Making a play down at the Hub in Eastleigh 
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Amazing, thrilling and spectacular 
were just a few of the words used 
to describe this year‟s jaw-
dropping British Basketball 
League finals hosted at the O2 
arena in London. Wyvern‟s 
basketball team‟s season was 
coming to a close and we had 
finished all our matches but news 
came in about an once-in-a-
lifetime trip; a match-final at the 
O2 between the home team 
London Lions and the prestigious 
Newcastle Eagles. Supported by 
an arena of 17,000 fans with over 
70% them siding with the London 
Lions, we did not know what was 
about to unfold. With the Lions in 
yellow and the Eagles in black, we 
sat down and prepared for a 
match which would have us on 
the edge of our seats. 

The Wyvern team arrived at the 
school first thing in the morning at 
7:00am and we headed off for the 
O2 eagerly anticipating what was 
in store for us. We arrived in 
Greenwich a few hours later and, 
at first sight of the arena, many of 
the team where astonished at the 
sheer size of the place and a buzz 
of excitement filled the coach with 

excited faces squashed against 
the glass. We were all desperate 
to get a shot of the towering O2 
on our camera phones. 

As we entered the arena we 
passed through a massive 
entrance hall filled with 
restaurants and souvenir stands 
and we were given 10 minutes to 
look around. The area was huge; 
it was filled with shops, coffee 
shops and other attractions. We 
were then given our tickets and 
headed up to a corridor that 
circled the main arena. We found 
the entrance for our seats and 
then we headed inside. 

We were blown away! It was the 
biggest arena many of us had 
been to, holding 20,000 blue 
seats. Screens hung from the 
ceiling reporting live and keeping 
score and a basketball court sat in 
the middle of the arena where a 
match was to be played later that 
day. However being a 
professional basketball final, 
many starter acts such as dancing 
and singing were part of the 
entertainment. One of the main 
front runners was „Hoops Aid‟; an 
organisation supporting basketball 
all over the world and this game 
consisted of a tense wheelchair 
match. There was also a match in 
which two primary schools were 
pitted against each other. Also 
there was the highly anticipated 
celebrity match featuring many 
well known faces such as AFC 
Wimbledon striker Adebayo 
Akinfenwa and Celebrity Juice 
host Keith Lemon.  

We were constantly on the edge 
of our seats and cheering until 
4:00 and the match was about to 
begin. The lights went low and a 
spotlight shone on the arriving 
players and before we knew it the 
match had begun.  

The match itself was split into 
quarters and by the end of the first 
quarter the Lions led through 
captain Drew Sullivan. However in 
the second and third quarter, the 
Eagles dominated and in the 
fourth quarter Lions rallied but 
could not get close enough with a 
final score of 96-84; a clean 
sweep for the Eagles and a 
disappointing finish for the 
unlucky Lions. The top scorers for 
the Eagles were forward Charles 
Smith (10) scoring 24 points and 

WYVERN STUDENTS SLAMDUNK INTO O2 

ARENA FOR BRITISH BASKETBALL FINALS 

Aspiring Wyvern basketball players visited the O2 Arena in London 

recently to watch the highly-anticipated British Basketball League Final 

between the London Lions and the Newcastle Eagles. Sam Foster shares 

his thoughts and experiences of this thrilling sporting event... 

BasketballBasketball  

“This was a once-in-a-
lifetime trip; a match-
final at the O2 
between the home 
team London Lions 
and the prestigious 
Newcastle Eagles.” 
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point guard Ramón Fletcher (44)  
scoring 23 with 9 assists. For the 
Lions, captain Drew Sullivan (8), 
who previously signed for the 
Newcastle Eagles in September 
2008, scored 27 points against his 
former team mates.  

After a long day the Wyvern team 
returned home exhausted but 
eagerly awaiting the next 
basketball season. We were all 
wondering what it would hold, and 
also if any of us would get the 
opportunity to play in such an 
amazing stadium one day in the 
future… 

PE teacher Mr Zealander, who 
organised the trip, said: “I knew 
that basketball at the O2 is always 
a jaw-dropping experience and so 
having the opportunity to inspire 
16 keen young basketball players 
was an event I wasn‟t going to 
pass up. The quality of basketball 

was exceptional and the group 
were mesmerized by its intensity 
and the accuracy of the shooters. 
A long day, but a day which will be 
long in the memory of those 
young basketball fans.” 

 

Exclusive Match Report 

by Sam Foster 

An excited Wyvern basketball team arrive at the O2 in London led by Mr Zealander 

The match ended with a victory to the visiting Newcastle Eagles 
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