
Headteacher:  Alan Newton 

Inside This Edition:

Wyvern Celebrates at 60     National Careers Week

Wyvern Arts Festival 2018     So long Saalbach

An insight into the Movie Industry     Active Warrior Challenge 

Wyvern students are 
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Entertainment....   
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of the Year nominations (one a winner!), a 
cabinet-full of sporting silverware, six Ofsted 
Inspections (including Nursery & Children’s 
Centre), thousands of GCSEs and 2,700 Year 
11 graduates later … I am preparing to hang 
up my proverbial mortar board and gown.

I am not signing off quite yet, but we will 
want to make space in the next Newsletter 
to introduce my successor.  In the meantime, 
I will reprise the advice that I give to our 
Year 11 Leavers: commit to stimulating your 
brain every day, seek a career that will give 
you fulfilment and make a difference to your 
fellow man and woman, be charitable, and 
remember that education will shape your life.  
The privilege of leading Wyvern has allowed 
me to meet all of those criteria.  It has been 
a profound honour and a deeply enjoyable 
experience to serve this College and our 
community.  

Alan Newton
Headteacher

Headteacher’s briefing:  
The Swift Passing of Time

2008: the global financial crisis began in 
earnest; the Labour government announced 
a £500 billion bank rescue package.  
Woolworths and MFI disappeared from our 
High Streets and the Ford Focus was Britain’s 
best-selling new car for the tenth year.  Boris 
Johnson became London’s Mayor, work 
began on the London Olympic Stadium 
and Team GB enjoyed their biggest medal 
haul at the Beijing Games.  Mamma Mia! 
became the highest grossing British film and 
the UK’s highest selling DVD of all time, and 
Slumdog Millionaire won the Oscar for Best 
Picture.  Portsmouth won the FA Cup.  Barack 
Obama was elected as the first black President 
of the United States.  And Alan Newton 
became the fourth Headteacher of Wyvern, 
which celebrated its Golden Jubilee with a 
spectacular concert and fireworks.  

Readers old enough to remember these events 
will be rueing the incredibly swift passing of 
time! We have also witnessed five Secretaries 
of State for Education in those ten years.

We live in different times now and Wyvern 
has come a long way and undergone many 
changes in my decade in charge.  My first 
College Development Plan was planning for 
the introduction of Diplomas and a legacy 
project to mark the building of our athletics 
track and the forthcoming London Olympics, 
and technological advances promised a 
24/7 school through a Virtual Learning 
Environment. 

Ten years, five Arts Festivals, two STEM 
Festivals (Space Week & Maritime Week), 
ten musical theatre and Rock Challenge 
productions, seven 10K Races, two Teacher 
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This year’s National Careers Week at Wyvern inspired 
students to think about the host of options available to them, 
with a range of visiting speakers and hands-on activities. 

During tutor time students explored the Career Companion 
website, learning how to research potential careers.  Year 
10 students enjoyed a special Apprenticeships Assembly 
by Dan Wareham from Eastleigh College.  He outlined 
the alternative route to Further and Higher Education 
qualifications and the many apprenticeship opportunities 
from Level 2 right up to Degree Level.

Visiting professionals included David Devenish, Chief 
Highways Engineer for Hampshire County Council, who 
talked to various groups, with hands-on experiments to 
help students make the connection between their learning 
at school and the world of civil engineering.  

Science careers were well represented by Ben Ingliss-
Smith and Christopher Habgood, Clinical Scientists from 
Southampton University Hospital.  Both of them were 
previously teachers and having changed careers, they 
are currently studying for Masters qualifications as well as 
working.  Dr Vikki Otway, GP and Palliative Care Specialist, 
spoke about her role, whilst other groups learnt about work 
at Merck Pharmaceuticals from Immy Weatherhead, who 
flew in from Switzerland to give her presentation!  Martial 
Arts Coach, Kevin Madden, provided an insight into sports 
careers and then students had the chance to test their skills 
in a martial arts lesson. 

Business skills were introduced during Enterprise Day, 
as Year 9 were challenged to design, make and market 
a jewellery range. Larni Harris from the Careers and 
Enterprise Company was on hand to help with the judging 
at the end of the day. 

Off-site, Year 10 students attended the Higher Education 
Fair hosted by Barton Peveril, a fantastic opportunity to 
speak to representatives from over 70 universities and 
Higher Education providers. 

Wyvern’s Careers Co-ordinator Katie Bruce, said “We’re 
extremely grateful to the visiting professionals who gave 
up their time to support Careers Week.  It’s certainly made 
students realise the wealth of careers and pathways open 
to them.” 
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Over the last few weeks your eagle-eyed 
children may have noticed a steady stream of 
smartly dressed visitors being shown around 
the College. The imminent retirement of Alan 
Newton at the end of August has meant that 
the Governors have been seeking to appoint a 
replacement and we are delighted to say that 
we have done it! 

Having whittled down a lengthy longlist, four 
candidates were called for interview. Over two 
days each candidate was put through their 
paces by representatives from every aspect 
of the College in a range of formal interviews, 
lesson observations, discussions, presentations 
and walkabouts. About 50 staff and students 
were directly involved in the process and their 
feedback was added to the evidence for the 

final decision. Perhaps the most telling ‘discussion’ was 
with a group of students who, when asked to rate the 
candidates afterwards, decided that the very person 
we subsequently appointed was, in their opinion, the 
best person to lead Wyvern! 

The proceedings were overseen by our Local Authority 
School Improvement Partner, Anne Truman, who has 
long been a critical friend of the College and to whom 
the governors are most grateful for her expertise and 
professionalism during the process. 

At the end of the two days, the governors were 
delighted to appoint Mr Ben Rule, currently at 
Ringwood Academy by unanimous vote. Mr Rule 
came across as someone who understands the ethos 
of Wyvern and who will take our already good school 
on to greater things. He will no doubt be visiting 
throughout the Summer Term in order to hit the 
ground running when we formally welcome him to his 
new post in September. 

Wyvern Governing Body 
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...continued from front cover:

The College’s Dance Prefects chose the 
theme of Power of Protest, inspired by iconic 
photographs of Rosa Parks, Suffragettes, 
Malala and Tank Man in Tiananmen Square. 
‘Still I Rise’ was the title of this year’s piece 
and was introduced to the packed audience 
at The Southampton Guildhall to set the scene 
for the performance: 

“When the whole world is silent, even one 
voice becomes powerful. But it takes more 
than shouting louder to be heard. Throughout 
history people have stood up for what they 
believe is right in the face of adversity or 
ignorance. The most remarkable protests 
have used courage and creativity to bring 

about changes that have led us into the 
future.”

In conjunction with workshops run by Natalie 
Watson from Wyvern Theatre School, the 
Prefects choreographed material for the 
superb final performance. Forty-one dancers 
were involved overall, ably supported by the 
back stage crew and staff.

Following the team’s success, Mrs Lowe, 
Dance Teacher, commented, “The students 
have worked tirelessly since September to 
create our presentation. They have been 
amazing and I am extremely proud of how we 
created a unique and bold interpretation.”

Rock Challenge
Success for
Wyvern Students
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Wyvern’s biennial Arts Festival returns this summer from 6 – 12 
July, showcasing students’ talents in music, drama, dance and art 
and celebrating the College’s 60th Anniversary in style! 

The Big Top will host ‘Back for Good’, a spectacular ‘Take That’ 
tribute act, for the opening fund-raising concert.  Formed five 
years ago, the band are guaranteed to provide a great night’s 
entertainment performing all your favourite ‘Take That’ hits.  They 
will be accompanied by a live orchestra and the evening will also 
feature Wyvern’s popular Soul Band.   

During the week, Wyvern students will enjoy an array of events 
including an Arts Day with workshops run by visiting artists, and a 
Performing Arts Day in collaboration with Barton Peveril.  Pyramid 
feeder schools will have the opportunity to participate in a lively 
Primary Arts event, culminating in an evening performance to 
parents.  A new event, the Wyvern Word Feast, will celebrate 
our rich and diverse language and literature, with a mixture of 
recitals, poetry, comedy and musical accompaniment. 

Wyvern’s high-quality ensembles, choirs and bands will come 
together for the Summer Concert finale.  And as it’s our 60th 
Anniversary, this concert promises to be extra special, as we hope 
to have fireworks and a Wyvern Legacy Band of former student 
musicians from across the decades.  If you would like to be 
involved in the Legacy Band and are available to play on 12 July, 
do get in touch with us at music@wyvern.hants.sch.uk. 

The College is always grateful for offers of sponsorship to support 
the Festival, so please contact us if you or your organisation can 
help in any way.  

Keep up to date with Festival news on the College’s website and 
Facebook page and we look forward to seeing you there!  

Wyvern  Arts  Festival 2018

Memories from Wyvern’s 
2016 Arts Festival

During January, class 7W2 had a treat, as I decided to let the class 
experience a French tradition in action – La Galette des Rois (The 
King’s Cake). 

This tradition marks the Feast of the Epiphany on 6 January when 
the three wise men brought gifts to the baby Jesus.  It is celebrated 

La Fête des Rois

by making a galette, which is a puff pastry with a filling of eggs, almonds, butter and 
sugar. Inside the mixture, a figurine made of clay is dropped and then it is all baked 
together. The tradition is that the youngest person goes under the table and says 
the names of people in the room, the galette is then cut and given out to the person 
whose name has just been called out. Once everyone has a piece you start eating and 
whoever has the figurine in their pastry becomes the King/Queen.  

The class enjoyed taking part in this celebration with one student saying “it was a 
unique experience and a fun way to learn about a French tradition”.  

Kiran Delannoy, Year 7 



Wyvern’s annual Vocal Festival has been 
running for over a decade and is always 
an uplifting occasion, featuring an 
amazing range of young voices from the 
local pyramid of schools.  This year was 
no exception, as over 200 singers aged 
from four to eighteen came together for a 
fantastic performance at Thornden Hall in 
February. 

Edward Price from the BBC Singers supported 
this year’s event, running inspiring afternoon 
workshops to prepare the young performers 
for the evening concert.  As a professional 
singer, Edward has performed at an elite 
level for over 20 years, singing with leading 
conductors and orchestras all over the world. 

For the evening performance, the singers 
wore brightly coloured t-shirts to bring 
together all the participants from the different 
schools.  In the stunning finale, the children 
performed ‘No Place Like…’ by Kerry Andrews, 
a complex and challenging contemporary 
piece, written for BBC Music’s ‘Ten Pieces’ 
project and first performed at the BBC Proms 
last year.  

At the end of the concert, Mr Newton, Wyvern 
Headteacher, thanked Edward Price for his 
infectious enthusiasm and his marvellous skill 
and direction during the day.  Mr Newton 
added that he was used to singing ‘Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot’ at Twickenham, in support 
of the England Rugby Team, but he never 
expected to be belting out this great spiritual 
alongside youngsters and their families in a 
pyramid concert!

Vocal Festival 2018 

Photos: Students enjoying Vocal Festival Rehearsals 
with professional singer Edward Price.



Year 11 Film Studies students gained an incredible insight into the movie industry 
when Lucia Serpini visited the College before Christmas.  Lucia has worked on the 
set of Hollywood’s recent blockbusters including Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them, Mission: Impossible - Rogue Nation and Justice League. Lucia also shared her 
experiences of working on the acclaimed superhero movie Wonder Woman. These 
were not only fascinating to hear but also invaluable to students who are studying the 

film for their upcoming GCSE exam.

Her role on the set of Wonder Woman was Crowd Production Assistant, a varied and 
demanding job that includes contributing to the smooth running of the set and the 
organisation of extras. Lucia opened students’ eyes to the making of a $150 million 
hit, including the different on-set responsibilities from the director’s interaction with the 
cast to how much extras get paid to cut their hair! Lucia also discussed her career 
path to date and advised students what they should do if they’re thinking of following 

in her footsteps. 

Lucia visited Wyvern after returning from Croatia and the set of the sequel to Mamma 
Mia and will soon be jetting off to work on another Hollywood smash. Nevertheless, 
she has offered to return to speak to future Film Studies students so they too can 

discover exactly what’s involved in bringing the films they love to the big screen.

An Insight 

into the Movie 

Industry with 

Lucia Serpini



Wyvern Student 
to Dance at

Wyvern student Tegan 
Trayhorn is one of a 
number of talented 
Hampshire dancers who 
will be representing their 
country at Disneyland 
Paris later this year. 
 
The dancers have 
been chosen to 
perform at the Park in 
front of an audience 
of hundreds. Working 
with dance teacher 
Jade Taylor, the group 
had to choreograph 
two pieces and show 
them to directors of 
the Performing Arts 
Programme from 
the French theme 
park. As one of the 
successful groups, they 
will now spend three 
days there in August 
doing workshops and 
presenting their show to 
audiences, either in front 
of the iconic castle or in 
the Park’s state of the art 
theatre. 

Jade Taylor said, “It 
will be an incredible 
experience, it will 
be great for their 
confidence and self-
esteem and a good 
way for the youngsters 
to work as part of a 
team, supporting each 
other.”   

After their appearance 
in Paris, the group will 
then go on to dance 
at a prestigious London 
Theatre, taking part in 
the Class Talent Show at 
Her Majesty’s Theatre. 



A few old lags from the 2017 Ski Trip might 
have felt anxious about the lengthy coach 
trip to Austria but there were to be no 
delays this year. The journey flew by, with 
students entertained by Mr Postlethwaite’s 
‘eclectic’ DVD collection and Mr McCracken’s 
legendary karaoke singing!

As ever, Mr Gregory’s phenomenal powers 
of organisation were to the fore. Every detail 
of the trip was scheduled to the minute and 
he worked tirelessly to offer the group the 
very best skiing and evening entertainment 
possible. Yet again, the base for the week was 
the Ferienhof Wolflsbauer, with its wonderful 
hospitality and glorious food.

On the slopes, students made remarkable 
progress. The Slovenian instructors were 
impressed by the startling improvements 
made in all four groups, from beginners 
to advanced skiers. The encouragement 
offered by each and every teen to their peers 
and teachers was lovely to hear. Particular 
praise to Elizabeth Ames who was the most 
improved skier; Cormac Oliver, who was the 
top performer; and Mr Lines, who eventually 
learned to stop without mowing down more 
capable skiers!

Some of the highlights amongst the après-ski 
activities were the tobogganing – in which 
Mrs Phillips claimed a dubious victory – and 
the Eis Barens ice hockey match, which was 
breath-taking in its pace and ferocity. The 
students also enjoyed ice skating, even if 
some could only stop by implanting their 
noses into the end walls or applying their 
faces to the ice! 

Students also excelled on the dancefloor and 
in the games rooms. The ‘Woodstock’ outfits 
were totally groovy, as the Wyvern hippies 
danced one night away at a local nightclub. 
Then, the likes of 
McCosh, Mann and 
Kenway ignored staff 
mind games and 
gamesmanship to 
triumph in the Wyvern 
Olympics. Only 
Ms Biddle restored 
staff morale with a 
world-class display in 
‘Bombs Away’!

Thanks to all students 
and staff for playing 
their part in a terrific 
trip - we’re already 
looking forward to
next year!

So Long Saalbach: We’ve Mountains of Memories!



Sixty years ago when Wyvern first 
opened, the 247 students might have 
read newly published books from the 

Library. They would have included:
Enid Blyton – Five Get into a Fix, 

Michael Bond – A Bear Called Paddington, 
Philippa Pearce – Tom’s Midnight Garden 

and 
Rosemary Sutcliff – Warrior Scarlet. 

Turning Back The Page to 1958

Boris Pasternak won the Pulitzer Prize for literature that year with Doctor Zhivago, 
but he couldn’t receive the prize as the Communist Party of the USSR had refused 

to publish the book and were outraged that it had won (his family did receive 
it for him in 1988.)  We still have some of these books in Wyvern Library today. 

Popular authors who were born in 1958 and whose books we now have are 
Benjamin Zephaniah, Roddy Doyle and Cornelia Funke.

There might have been some adult 
books for fifth year students which could 
have included the following best sellers: 

William Golding – Lord of the Flies, 
H.E. Bates – Darling Buds of May, 

Truman Capote – Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
and 

Ian Fleming – Dr No.  



         he Lorien Legacies Series is a collection of seven books (I am Number Four,   
         The Power of Six, The Rise of Nine, The Fall of Five, The Revenge of Seven, 
The Fate of Ten, United as One) written by Pittacus Lore, all centred on a group of 
people called the Garde who come from a planet called Lorien. 

This series has interesting plots, with the books connecting and following on from 
each other.  They are unique because in many situations, you can see different 
perspectives from different characters in the same scene.  I like the descriptions in 
the book and the stories are very gripping. 

The plot is about a planet called Lorien 
but is set on Earth. The people of Lorien, 
at one time, faced a problem of pollution 
just as we do on Earth but they turned it 
around and so Lorien became an amazing 
place. Sadly, a neighbouring planet called 
Mogadore faced the same problem but   
 failed to change, so their planet 
 turned ugly. As a result, they 
 invaded Lorien and in a last hope, 
 the Elders sent the Garde (some 
 people with powers that the 
 Elders gave them) to a distant 
 planet where they can reproduce 
 and grow until they are ready to 
 go back. However, an alien race 
from Mogadore called the Mogadorians 
are committed to kill every one of the 
Garde.

The books in the series are amazing and 
you simply cannot put them down! I was 
mainly a fan of thrillers but these books 
have changed the way I look at fantasy 

Book Review:  
Lorien Legacies Series

writing and the story is set on Earth which I really enjoyed. Overall, I would highly 
recommend them to other people. 

Xiao Wei Bracey, Year 7 



Olympic Diving Inspires 
Wyvern Student

Wyvern student Nathan Bull became inspired 
to take up diving after watching the sport 
during the London 2012 Olympics. He started 
diving at The Quays in Southampton at 
the age of 8, where he still practises and is 
based today. In 2013 he was fast tracked to 
competing standard as part of their talent 
scheme. In 2016 he came 1st in the Nationals 
Competition for his age group in Sheffield, 
and in 2017 was the Boys’ Synchro Champion 
for the 12-13 age group.   

Before Christmas 2017, he was selected 
to represent the South East Division in 
the National Finals of the English Schools 
Swimming Association Diving Championships 
at the London Aquatic Centre. Narrowly 
missing out on the Bronze medal by 0.10 
points, he finished 4th out of 16 competitors. 
He has also competed at other diving centres 
in this country and internationally.

This February, he qualified for the British 
Junior Elite Championships which are taking 
place at the Plymouth Aquatic Centre in April 
and will feature top young divers from across 
the country.

Competing at such a high standard requires 
constant hard work and commitment and 
Nathan practises for 2 – 6 hours a day, 6 days 
a week.  We wish him every success in his 
competitions this year. 



For this special 60th Anniversary Edition, we are delighted to have contributions 
from two former Wyvern Headteachers – George Davies and Sheila Campbell – who 
have shared some of their significant memories with us.

George Davies – Headteacher 1978 - 1989 

My first memory of Wyvern is of the warm welcome 
I received when I arrived from Cumbria in 1978. 
That warmth was overtaken by the extreme cold of 
the following winter when Fair Oak experienced 
its first serious snow for years. Because our oil 
deliveries failed to get through, I had to close the 
school, relying on local radio to keep everyone 
informed - no texting in those days!

Memories of the school buildings abound. In 
1978 we had 11 temporary classrooms and were 
still bussing pupils to Eastleigh for a number of 
lessons. That ceased in the following year, but we 
had to wait until the mid-80s to see the end of 
the “huts” and to move into our long-promised 
new buildings.  Amidst the general disruption, I 
particularly remember losing the use of the school 
hall for a term as a result of flooding and a delay to 
completing the gym refurbishment because a colony 
of bats (a protected species) was found behind the 
wall. In the end, it was all worthwhile given that we 
finished with specialist accommodation grouped by 
departments.

The first of our new buildings was completed in 
1981 with the opening of the Wyvern Centre for 
Youth and Community. This not only provided 
a purpose-built base for the Youth Club; it also 
enabled us to start a crèche, and activities for older 
members of the community, together with day-time 
FE classes to supplement the existing wide-ranging 
evening and weekend programme. Another 
important development was the extension of the 
PTA Committee to include representation from 
every section of our catchment area. Such extensive 
community links resulted in the formal designation 
of Wyvern as a Community School in 1982.

There are so many other memories – these among 
them:

•  

•  

•  

•  

 
My most enduring memory of Wyvern, however, is 
of its people – pupils, staff, parents and governors 
– carrying on the daily business of the school, with 
commitment, co-operation and good humour, in 
order to fulfil its fundamental purpose: to provide 
the best education for all its pupils.

Pupils given a significant role in appointing 
School and Sports Captains who then played an  
important part in presenting the school report at 
Prizegiving.

Our Silver Jubilee celebrations in 1983 when it 
seemed that the whole community turned out at 
the main event on a sunny Saturday afternoon 
and I recall being the target for a deluge of wet  
sponges!

The National Curriculum, Local Management of 
Schools, TVEI and a host of other acronyms.

The arrival of our first computers – at the time a 
huge innovation!

Memories of Wyvern Through the Years



Wyvern Celebrates at 60!  

After five name changes, four headteachers, two locations 
and thousands of students, Wyvern has reached its 60th 
birthday! Each generation of staff, students and governors has 
contributed to advancing Wyvern and in this edition, we look at 
some of the highlights from the last 60 years. 

Wyvern opened in January 1958 with 247 pupils and Robert 
Blatchford as Headteacher.  Initially located in Eastleigh at the 
old Barton Peveril Grammar School, it was called Eastleigh 
County Secondary School.  The site had high iron railings, was 
surrounded by houses, and there were no playing fields.  At 
the first Prizegiving, Mr Blatchford said, “It is not the building 
but the spirit that counts, the atmosphere of hard work and 
happiness, and the new school provides a great opportunity to 
build up traditions.”

In 1960 the school changed its name and elsewhere in this 
edition, you can read more about the name changes over the 
years.  Getting pupils to Eastleigh was a challenge as most 
families did not own cars and a fleet of buses picked pupils up 
from across the scattered catchment area.  Most pupils left at 
age 15 and only 10% stayed on at Wyvern until 16.  

In the early years of the school, many traditions were established 
that we still enjoy today.  The first educational visit took place 
in April 1958 to Corfe Castle and the inaugural sports day 
was held in May.  In 1959, the first foreign trip departed for 
Belgium, Luxembourg and Germany, and the tradition of an 
annual play was established.  There were a host of societies 
and clubs, and the post of School Prefect was introduced.  

As moves began to increase the school leaving age, the idea of 
careers advice was established, with students visiting a Careers 
Exhibition in 1959 and enjoying Careers Week in 1963.  The 
school used to show a wonderful careers film ‘Mr Marsh Comes 
to School’ which is still available to view on YouTube today! 

With the increasing population, a new school was built in Fair 
Oak, opening in 1966, although the Eastleigh Annex remained 
for another twelve years.  By the time the School Leaving Age 
became 16 in 1972, 70% of students were already staying on.  
Robert Blatchford retired in 1978 and George Davies became 
Headteacher.  



The 1980s were a continuing period of change.  As the Annex 
closed, students were all educated in Fair Oak for the first time 
in the school’s history.  The school purchased its first computer, 
a Commodore Pet, and the tradition of raising money for charity 
through non-uniform days began.  Building developments 
continued and in 1982, Wyvern achieved community status.  
The Year Book and Prom, with its dressing up and unusual 
modes of transport, were established.  When George Davies 
retired in 1990, Sheila Campbell became Headteacher.      

In the early 1990s, destinations for educational visits moved 
further afield, with a trip to Russia and a cruise to Turkey and 
Egypt, and the Music Department established its Concert Band 
with 50 students.  

A Health and Fitness Suite and a new Library and IT block 
were built.  The school computers were also networked and 
the website was launched. In 2000, the under 5s provision 
was established with the opening of the Day Nursery and the 
school was awarded Technology College status, having raised 
£50,000 of sponsorship.  Sports provision was enhanced with 
a Multi-Use Games Area, new Dance Studio and upgraded 
Sports Hall.  The 50th Anniversary in 2008 ended with a music 
concert and fireworks, at which point Sheila Campbell retired 
and Alan Newton became Headteacher.  

The first Arts Festival took place in 2010 with a circus-style 
big top hosting events. Other theme weeks followed with 
Space Week and Maritime Week inspiring students about the 
vast array of specialist careers now available. Innovative trips 
included the Morocco Challenge, where students raised funds 
to pay for their places.  In 2012, the College was awarded 
Academy status and launched a 10K Road Race through the 
local community.    

In the last decade, Dance, Drama and Music traditions have 
continued with fabulous productions and successful music 
ensembles.  Sports teams have enjoyed success too with boys’ 
and girls’ teams winning Football trophies.  The Community 
dimension has also prospered with a growing childcare 
provision and a host of health and fitness activities. 

The College is proud to have served the local community over 
the last six decades, continuing that positive atmosphere of 
hard work and happiness that Robert Blatchford spoke about 
in 1958.  We look forward to welcoming and working with 
future generations, as we embrace the opportunities of the next 
sixty years.



Sheila Campbell – Headteacher 1990 - 2008

My memories of Wyvern are many and varied 
and include: new buildings, raising money, more 
students, more staff, fabulous concerts and plays, 
exciting sporting events, examinations, flooding, an 
oil strike, cows on the field, working with the feeder 
schools and also with colleagues in the Community 
Section. 

But what I really remember are the students, staff 
and governors who ADVANCED their way through 
life as a result, in part, of their time at Wyvern.

To this day, I am always thrilled to talk to students 
and their parents who have achieved success in life. 
It does not matter what it is they are contributing to 
our society. There is the man who sorted our mains 
electricity and is qualified to climb telegraph poles, 
there is the qualified fish farm manager, there 
are surgeons, doctors, professional musicians, 
solicitors, engineers, management consultants, 
financial analysts, vintners, police officers, nurses, 
teachers, engineers, vets, people in various forms 
of retailing, and even a Crème de la Crème winner, 
which I had to mention as I like food!  These are just 
a few examples from former students who I have 
met and I know there are many hundreds of others 
enjoying success in life.  

Then there are the staff.  Without their inspiration and 
commitment, nothing would have happened. Both
teachers and support staff contribute to the ethos of 
a school. There are probably more, but I know of 
five former staff who became Headteachers, leading 
the culture in their own schools.  Even in retirement, 
staff continue to contribute to their communities in 
so many ways.

Finally, there are governors who are the unseen 
powerhouse of the school.  I have many memories 
of the wonderful work they did and was thrilled to 
see a former student go on to become an active 
governor.

Places are about values and my memories are of a 
whole host of people, who I hope will take positive 
values with them wherever they are and whatever 
they do. 

What’s In a Name? 
Remarkably, during its 60-year history Wyvern has had five different names! Opening in 1958 as the 
‘Eastleigh County Secondary School’, the school was initially based in Eastleigh at the site of the old Barton 
Peveril Grammar School.  

Shortly afterwards in 1960, 
the school had its first 
name change as it became 
‘Wyvern County Secondary 
School’ and introduced 
the dragon that is still part 

In 1982, after developing an 
extensive community education 
programme, a crèche and activities 
for older members of the community, 
the school successfully achieved 
community status and became 
‘Wyvern Community School’.  of our identity today. The ‘Wyvern’ is derived from 

a mythical, heraldic monster originally called an 
‘Yver’.  The Tudors used it as their badge, drawing 
it as part winged dragon and part lizard, with an 
arrow shaped tail.  Sir Francis Drake adopted it as 
his crest, starting its association with Wessex, as he 
was a famous West Country figure.  ‘Wyvern’ was 
chosen by the first Headteacher Robert Blatchford, 
as the school was in Wessex and the heraldic figure 
formed a distinctive and bold crest of which children 
could be proud. Along with the Wyvern emblem, the 
original school motto of ‘Advance’ was introduced. 

With the advent of specialist school 
status, Wyvern raised £50,000 

of sponsorship and was subsequently awarded 
Technology College status in 2000.  The name of 
the school changed again to ‘Wyvern Technology 
College’. 

The final change was more recently,  
when the school was awarded 
Academy status in 2012 and became 
known as ‘Wyvern College’.



Young Geographers Enjoy Marwell Experience 

Over 150 Year 8 students visited Marwell Zoo 
recently to examine how animals and plants 

adapt to specific environments. During the day, 
students researched and sketched plants and animals, 

including a delightful baby monkey, and annotated specific 
adaptations. They also practised completing GCSE geographical 

surveys such as questionnaires, audits, and field sketches, all of which are key skills 
that students will need to complete fieldwork as GCSE Geographers in the upper school. 

Some students were lucky enough to hear a talk from the Education Team and to 
come up close to real animal artefacts such as cheetah furs and snakeskin shoes, which had all 
been confiscated by UK customs officials.  Students also took part in a photography competition.  

Mrs Goss, Trip Leader, was impressed with how hard the students 
worked and how well they represented the College during the trip. 

Active Warrior is Southampton’s number one obstacle course race! 

Set at Southampton Outdoor Sports Centre and run by the leisure 
management charity, Active Nation, the 5km course boasts more than 
30 obstacles over a mixture of terrain including challenging hills, 
woodland trails and even a sprint up an artificial ski slope! 

Competitors swing, climb, drag, carry and crawl their way around the 
course, slide down the exhilarating 100m water slide and finish off by 
scaling the infamous ninja wall.  The next event takes place on April 28th.

The Young Recruits course for children aged between four and 15-years-
old received great feedback last time. This year, it has been extended to 
around 2.5km, with some new challenges thrown in. 

There will be a family wave for children aged 8 and over to run the main 
course with an adult, providing a great opportunity for families to take 
part and exercise together.

Active Warrior is great fun, with tickets starting from just £35.

For more information, or to register visit 
www.activewarrior.co.uk

Active Warrior = #FaceTheChallenge

To save £10 on entry, use the discount code WYVERN



ARE YOU DROWNING UNDER PAPERWORK

If you are de-cluttering old paperwork from your 
home or clearing your workplace documents, let us 
take away your frustration and shred it for you… 

Order your 5, 10 or 15 pack of shred 
sacks online today!  

From just £30 + VAT.

If you are an office and 
have regular volumes of 

confidential paper, our console shredding service keeps 
you secure and GDPR compliant. Our lockable Consoles 

are available in Beech, Grey or White… From just £15 
+VAT for our Bronze, 4-weekly collection service.

& YOUR SHREDDER ISN’T KEEPING UP?

Contact us today on 
01243 942009 

or email us
info@identitydestruction.co.uk

CERTIFICATE OF DESTRUCTION SUPPLIED

www.identitydestruction.co.uk
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The General Data Protection Regulation is the new directive coming into 
force in May 2018 and replaces the current 1998 Data Protection Act.
Businesses will have to be able to show that they are data protection 
compliant e.g. maintaining written policies and regularly conducting 
compliance audits. In layman’s terms, they will have to show that they 
are minimising the amount of personal data involved in processing clients, 
suppliers and staff details at point of issue. 

It also means that archived personal data held on hard drives or on 
redundant paperwork needs to be destroyed in a safe, secure and 
responsible manner.

GDPR will require that personal data shall be:

•  Collected for specified, explicit and legitimate purposes and not further 
    processed in a manner that is incompatible with those purposes.

•  Adequate, relevant and limited to what is necessary in relation to the 
    purposes for which they are processed.  Personal data may be stored 
    for longer periods insofar as the personal data will be processed solely 
    for archiving purposes in the public interest, scientific or historical 
    research purposes or statistical purposes.

•  Processed in a manner that ensures appropriate security of the 
    personal data, including protection against unauthorised or unlawful 
    processing and against accidental loss, destruction or damage, using 
    appropriate technical or organisational measures.

Breaches of these rules plus the ever-growing threat of identity theft 
means that responsible destruction of documents and old hard drives is of 
the utmost importance to businesses and individuals alike.

What is the GDPR?

By John Cauchi 
from Identity Destruction

To contact John, telephone 01243 942009 or 
email info@identitydestruction.co.uk



As Wyvern celebrates its 60th birthday, it has struck 
me that this will be my last address via Parent Links 
as the Pastoral Leader for the current Year 11 – the 
class of 2018!

In my last article, I wrote about our support of the 
WAVE 105 Mission Christmas again and the ideas 
that students had to raise money for this charity.  I 
would personally like to thank our students, parents 
and staff for their overwhelming generosity with 
regard to this event.  A group of Year 11s represented 
Wyvern to deliver a cheque for almost £300 and also 
a minibus full of toys that had been donated by the 
Wyvern community.  Year 11s had the opportunity to 
see the next part in the process, undertaking some 
volunteer work for a couple of hours in the freezing 
cold warehouse where they sorted toy donations by 
age and gender.  Alex Hobin, one of the Year 11s 
involved, described the visit as “worthwhile and interesting”.  You can get a glimpse of what 
they did in the photos pictured.  Well done to everyone who donated (gifts and time), baked, 
or bought raffle tickets – team Wyvern at its best!

Year 11s are currently preparing for Trials 2 Week.  I know how tough this year is for many 
students but generally the year group are doing really well.  They’re attending additional 
sessions, acting on advice following Trials 1 and approaching their GCSEs with diligence 
and maturity – a credit to their families and the College.  I wish them all the best of luck in 
the forthcoming Trails 2 and more importantly, the real GCSEs.

Finally, I would like to formally thank the Year 11 parents I have had the good fortune to 
work with over the past five years and also my amazing year group!  There have been many 
changes, experienced together, since I first met Year 6 in 2013 and there will be many more 
changes over the next five years, I am sure.  I wish each member of Year 11 good luck with 
their lives after Wyvern.  Do let us know what you get up to in the future!

Donna Howard
Year 11 Pastoral Leader 

Year 11 Farewell to the Class of 2018



Many things have changed during Wyvern’s 
60 years and thankfully, many have 
remained constant. It has been my pleasure, 
and my pain, to have experienced two such 
constants this term. The College continues 
to offer extra-curricular opportunities which 
are extraordinary. She also draws the very 
best from hundreds of students as they vie 
for the position of Prefect. 

My pleasure from involvement in the ski 
trip to Saalbach was partly selfish. What an 
opportunity for an old-timer like me to learn 
new tricks. My pleasure though was largely 
selfless. How delightful to see so many Year 
10 students mastering new skills, meeting 
new people and encountering new cultures. 
Their proficiency and progress on the pistes 
prompted some of my pain, as they left me 
in their wakes. Much of my pain though was 
physical, as the students bounced better 
than I did during any spectacular wipe-outs! 
On the slopes or in town, each student was 
a tremendous ambassador for Wyvern and 
her ways.

Further pleasure this term has been derived 
from the hundreds of applicants for the post 
of Prefect. I challenged the year group to 
give me the best and worst headache ever. 
They certainly obliged! Over 200 students 
applied; their letters revealing wonderful 
qualities and hidden talents. Any one of 
them would do a magnificent job, which 
only adds to the pain in sharing the news 
with the unsuccessful applicants. I am sure, 
though, given the nature of the individuals, 
that they will double their efforts and strive to 
secure Prefect status later in the year.

The next challenge for successful candidates 
is the role of Head Boy or Head Girl. And so 
the heady mix of pleasure and pain, success 
and stress, begins once more. Just as it has 
for every Pastoral Leader over the past 60 
years. 

Steve Lines,
Year 10 Pastoral Leader

Year 10 Students Continue to be 
Great Ambassadors 

Mr Lines & Mrs Taylor reviewing over 
200 prefect applications!

Wyvern’s 1965 Prefect Team pictured with 
Headteacher Robert Blatchford



The Learning Leaders are a group of Year 9 
students who are trying to improve learning 
techniques and efficiency of students at 
Wyvern. This is a voluntary role, with 
students being selected from a list of hopeful 
applicants. At the head of the project, and 
in charge of training the Learning Leaders, 
is Mr Emeny, who is a beloved maths 
teacher and memory expert. 

The team received a challenge after being 
taught about efficient and inefficient 
methods of learning, retaining and 
revising subject information. How could 
they articulate this message effectively to 
other Wyvern students? The result of this 
pondering: a website. By creating a free 
online course, which students can complete, 
the Leaders can share their knowledge 
throughout the school, aspiring to reach out 
to other schools as well. 

The teaching of effective learning methods 
is vital for students coming up to secondary 
school, as there is an increase in the 
amount of learning and its value for the 
future. Good learning skills and revision 
techniques will assist new students in 

Year 9 – All About Learning Leaders!

learning well, ensuring they are fluent in 
all subjects. The Learning Leaders debated 
how to convey this effectively, and decided 
to include fun videos and creative materials 
for students to delve in to and become 
experts in different learning methods. Some 
students on the team are creating prototypes 
of the website, coming up with a name and 
a logo, whilst others are making trial videos 
that are interactive, inventive and fun. 

As well as producing material for the future, 
the Learning Leaders are also available 
to talk to anyone who is concerned about 
their learning in general. As ambassadors 
of learning, they would be happy to pass 
on any concerns, just look for the purple 
badge!

The students look forward to sharing more 
about their exciting project soon, which they 
hope will revolutionise the learning attitude 
at Wyvern, and beyond. Overall, this project 
is going to be their greatest feat yet!

Hannah Devenish and 
Sophie Phillips

Year 9 Learning Leaders 



Another term seems to have flown by!  I am delighted to 
report that almost 90% of parents and carers made their 
way here for the recent Year 8 Parents’ Evening which is 
a phenomenal total and I would like to thank everybody 

Year 8 Update

who came along. I had a busy night discussing the individuals within my Science class and 
it is always a lovely opportunity to talk about how the students are getting on.  This year, 
staff were ensuring that students are suitably informed to make the right decisions as they 
make their options choices and get to shape their own future curriculum. Thank you to all 
the parents and carers who found the time to come and listen to Mr Stocks’ presentation 
regarding the Wyvern options process.  I hope that you have felt supported throughout the 
process and that your children have been happy with the choices presented.  As ever we invite 
any feedback you may have regarding your experience, so please feel free to drop myself or 
Mr Stocks a line, positive or constructive comments are always welcome.

Earlier in this seemingly short term, more than 50 Year 8 students participated in the Spartan 
Challenge, completing 50 press-ups, burpees, sprints, sit-ups, tricep dips and squats. Those 
who took part entered into the spirit of the competition and did their best with Katie Guy (13.5 
minutes) and Ashton Kerslake (14 minutes) completing the challenge in the fastest times. I 
am pleased to say that the Year 8 Pastoral Staff Team also won the staff competition with our 
combined time. Well done to everybody who took part.

We look forward to a productive Summer term, as Year 8 students move into their GCSE 
classes this September. May I take this opportunity to wish you a happy and relaxing Easter.

Clive Gamble
Year 8 Pastoral Leader

Twelve Geography Ambassadors from Year 7 have been working 
with staff from Hampshire County Council as part of a scheme 
to monitor air quality on the campus. Students selected potential 
areas where they wanted to test the air pollution levels and then 
installed small air quality monitors that were left for a month 

Year 7 Geography Ambassadors 
take part in Air Quality Project

to absorb air particles. The samples have been reviewed in a laboratory recently, confirming 
students’ suspicions that the front of the College by Science next to the carpark is the most polluted 
part of the site. However, when compared to other schools in Hampshire such as Thornden and 
Crestwood, the site has less air pollution!

Students will be using data collected as part of this project over the next half term. It will help them 
to develop GCSE level enquiry skills and they will be having a go at using their data to tackle GCSE 
style exam questions. 

Commenting on the project, Mrs Goss, Geography Curriculum Leader, said, “This is a great 
example of Geography in action. This council run initiative is providing fantastic secondary data for 
our in class enquiry and demonstrates to students how Geographers can tackle issues. Air quality 
around the school and the world is extremely important as we can’t live without it and it really 
should be as clean as possible to sustain us!”



Young Runners 
Participate 
in District 

Cross Country

Congratulations to Kaden Traynor, Jaden Strand, Anya 
Woolvine and Jess Heads who all ran fabulously at 

the Schools’ Cross Country Championships at Fleming 
Park in February. Personal best performances from all 
athletes saw them gaining a place on the Winchester 
and Eastleigh District team, racing at Down Grange 

Basingstoke in March.

The field was strong with over 100 runners in each 
category.  Winchester and Eastleigh athletes ran hard 
and as a team were very successful. The U14 girls won 

the trophy, with U14 boys placing 3rd, and both the boys 
and girls U13 teams placed second.

Well done to our athletes for representing the District so 
well.  They will continue to train hard and look forward to 
competing again next season. Maybe there are even 

some future Wyvern 10K runners amongst them! 



It was a successful night for Wyvern Tennis Club at the annual 
Eastleigh Sports Awards recently, as Reg Wilkinson (left of 
picture) who assists with coaching at the Club, jointly won the 
Services to Sport Award, along with Paul Kirkpatrick representing 
disability sport and athletics.  The award recognises long-
standing service and an incredible contribution to local sport.  
Wyvern Tennis Club also won the club prize draw, and as a 
result will receive £250 from Eastleigh Borough Council Sport 

and Active Lifestyles small grants fund.  

This year’s award event was held in the Ageas Ballroom of the 
Hilton Hotel at the Ageas Bowl. Organised by Eastleigh’s Sport 
and Physical Activity Alliance (SPAA), Lou Gittens (Chair of 
the Eastleigh SPAA) and ex-Saint Francis Benali (the Alliance’s 
Official Ambassador) officially opened the event, which was 
compered by former Hampshire cricketer and BBC Radio 

Solent presenter, Kevan James.  

Guests were also treated to an inspirational talk from Serena 
Vincent, who was later crowned Junior Sportsperson of the 
Year for the second consecutive year, and an explosive 

performance from Dynamo Gymnastics. 

Wyvern Tennis Club Success at Eastleigh Sports Awards 



 

 
 

NICK MORT COACHING AT WYVERN TENNIS CLUB 
(These sessions will be PAYG - open to all) 

In Associaon with Wyvern College,  Qualified, DBS, Insured and member of BTCA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Come and join these fantasc very popular sessions for all abilies, Junior or Adults.   

All year round at low costs, floodlit courts,  learning in a fun environment.    
All sessions pay & play so just come along and join in. 

ADULTS 
Ladies Mornings and Evenings                                                                                                                                                                                   

A thriving  session just for Ladies, this session consists of a mixture of fun,  
drills and match play  
Sessions available:-                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Monday evening  7.00-8.00pm at Wyvern                                                                                                                                                                                 
Wednesday mornings 9.30-11.30am at The Hub 
Friday mornings 10.00-12.00 noon at The Hub 

Adult Mixed Ability Session 
Monday & Thursday 6-7pm 

This is a session for both Beginners and Improvers or  
those who haven’t played for a while and want to return to tennis. 

Adult Mix-in Wednesday 6-8pm                                                                                            
This session has been running for many years and is as popular today as it ever was.   

If you are looking to get some exercise and match play in a fun and social  
environment then this is the session for you.     

Low cost private/individual lessons also offered 
                                                                                                      

JUNIORS 
Saturday Morning Junior Club  

10.00-11.30am                                                                                                                   
This very popular Junior Club takes place at Wyvern Tennis Club every Saturday morning 

all year round.  This caters for all abilies and ages from 5-16 years.  Players will enjoy 
drills and fun games, whilst improving their tennis skills.  Over the years through this pro-
gramme hundreds of children have enjoyed the fun, fitness and social benefits of playing 

tennis with some of my players even going on to become top naonal juniors. 
 This is a pay & play session so just come along and join in. 

Girls Only Tennis Training Squad 
Monday 4-5pm age 5-8, 8-11, 11-16yrs 

Players will be placed into appropriate group depending on age/ability 

Junior Tennis 
Wednesday 4-5pm age 7-16yrs 

All levels all abilies welcome split into ability and age groups to learn and play  
in an acon packed fun filled environment.   

Thursday Junior Group  
 5-6pm, 9-16yrs (please ring for details of this session, not for beginners)                                                                                                            

For players who are intermediate or improvers.  Drills, coaching and match play  

School Holidays  
Junior Tennis Club also available  
(run in the same format as Saturday Club)                                                                                                                             

 

                                                                              
Contact Nick for more informaon on coaching sessions and to find out which 

session would best suit you.   

Nick Mort Tennis Coaching  
0772 9899 416        

Wyvern College, Botley Road,  
Fair Oak, Eastleigh, SO50 7AN 

Contact: 023 80 692678 
www.wyverntennisclub.co.uk  

community@wyvern.hants.sch.uk 
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Monday  Pump It! - Geoff    6.00pm-6.55pm  Non members £5  
                         Pilates Beginners - Colleen          6.30pm-7.20pm  Payable course 
   Step It Up - Sammi   7.05pm-8.00pm  Non member £5 
   Spinning - Sammi   8.10pm-8.55pm  Non members £5  
 
Tuesday  Teen Gym     3.00pm-4.30pm  £3 per child  
   Box Fit - Geoff    6.00pm-6.55pm  Non members £5 
   Pilates Improvers - Colleen          6.10pm-7.00pm Payable course   
   Pilates  Advanced - Colleen          7.10pm-8.00pm Payable course 
   LBT      7.00pm-7.50pm  Non members £5

Kettlercise  - Sammi           8.05pm-8.55pm Non members £5 
                          
Wednesday Circuits - Geoff    6.00pm-6.55pm  Non members £5. 
   Ultimate Intervals & Abs-Sammi 7.05pm-7.55pm  Non members £5 
   Spinning Intervals & Abs-Sammi 7.05pm-7.55pm  Non members £5  
   Pilates (Mixed Ability)- Sammi 8.05pm-9.00pm  Non members £5  
 
Thursday  Gym Crossfit - Colleen  7.10am-7.45am  Non members £5 
   Teen Gym     3.00pm-4.30pm  £3 per child   
   Total Tone - Sammi                  6.00pm-6.55pm  Non members £5  
   Parent and Teen Gym  6.30pm-8.00pm  £3 per child   
   Hatha Yoga Intermediate - Colleen 6.30pm-7.20pm  Payable course   
                  Hatha Yoga Beg - Colleen        7.30pm-8.15pm         Payable course 
 
Friday  Shredded - Sammi   6.00pm-6.50pm  Non members £5  
    Parent and Teen Gym  6.30pm-8.00pm  £3 per child   
 
Saturday  Spinning - Sammi   8.30am-9.15am  Non members £5  
   Body Blitz - Geoff   9.30am-10.25am Non members £5  
   LBT - Sammi                          10.30am-11.25am Non members £5 
   Parent and Teen Gym  11.00am-12.30pm £3 per child  
 
Sunday  Pilates (mixed ability) - Colleen 10.00am-10.55am Non members £5 
   Parent and Teen Gym  11.00am-12.30pm £3 per Child  
  

Free to members Members £2      10 Session passes available           Prepaid enrolment required 
 

Classes: If less than 3 people attend a class the instructor may cancel the class on that day.  Management reserve the 
right to cancel or reduce the number of classes on offer at any time at short notice.  There are no refunds available for 
members as a consequence of any changes made to the class timetable.  Courses: Please note that Pilates and Yoga 
courses except Sunday  & Wednesday Pilates must be booked at the Community Enterprise Office 023 80 692678.Spin, 
Spin Intervals classes must be pre-booked via the Fitness Team on 023 80 603229.  Places are issued on a first come 
first served basis.  Price: Selected classes available free to Monthly and Annual Sport and Fitness Members.   Non mem-
bers prices vary depending on class type and time. 

 
 

Fitness 
T i m e t a b l e 



Tuesday 3.30  5.00pm
Thursday 6.30  8.00pm

Friday 6.30  8.00pm
Saturday & Sunday 

11.00  12.30pm
Child  £25.00 Per 10 Session Pass or £3 per session
Adult  £40.00 Per 10 Session Pass or £5 per session

FREE TO ADULT MEMBERS 
11 16 years only        

Do you ever get to the gym or want 
to go to the gym but don’t really 

know what to do when you get there?  

Why not sign up for one of our 
Learn to Lift courses?

The Learn to Lift course will be led by one of our 
female class instructors and is designed to teach you 
to safely lift weights and how to use the gym equipment 
appropriately.  You will be shown a variety of exercises 
and be guided through the proper technique and 
various training methods, building your confidence to 
use the gym.  Ladies don’t be put off by the myth that 
you will supersize your muscles, as weight training 
will help you gain strength without bulking.  Other key 
benefits of weight training include: 

    •  Burns more calories
    •  Losing body fat
    •  Decreases risk of osteoporosis
    •  Reduces risk of injury    
    •  Improves posture to reduce back pain
    •  Enhances your mood and reduces stress levels
    •  Can improve sleep pattern

So don’t be shy or scared to give it a go, our main aim 
is to build your confidence in the gym environment, 
whilst meeting new people and having fun in a 
controlled but relaxed environment.  We plan to run our 
courses on a half-termly basis, term-time only and the 
cost would be equivalent to £5 per person per week.

Course options – Friday mornings:

Option 1: 
A studio based session to demonstrate a variety of 

exercises with the instructor on hand to assist you as 
you give them a go, maybe a good starting place if 

completely new to using the gym.  This would be early 
morning e.g. 7am or 7.15am start, for one hour.

Option 2:
The session will run in the gym itself with the instructor 

showing you the exercise and correct use of the 
equipment, and then assisting you as you have a go. 

This session would be from 9.10am-10.10am.

Be sure to register your interest for 
either or both options with our 

Sport and Fitness or Community Enterprise 
Reception, limited spaces available.

Wyvern Sport and Fitness – 023 80 603229

Community Enterprise – 023 80 692678  

Email: community@wyvern.hants.sch.uk



Summer Term 2018

First Half-Term 

Date      Event 
Mon 16 April     8.30am College re-opens for Summer Term 
Mon 07 May     Bank Holiday – College closed 
Mon 14 May     GCSE Exams start
Mon 14 – Fri 25 May    Year 8 College Exams 
Tues 15 May     4.00pm Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Mon 21 – Fri 25 May   Year 7 College Exams 
Tues 22 May     Prefects’ Presentation Evening 
Mon 28 May – Fri 01 June   Half-Term Holiday 
 
Second Half-Term 

Date      Event
Mon 04 – Fri 08 June    Year 7 College Exams 
Mon 11 – Fri 22 June   Year 9 College Exams 
Weds 13 June     7.00pm Jazz and Soul Evening 
Mon 18 – Thurs 28 June    Year 10 College Exams 
Mon 25 June     GCSE Exams finish 
Thurs 28 June     Leavers’ Day – Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 start at  
     11.10am 
     Evening – Year 11 Prom 
Fri 29 June     INSET Day – College closed 
Fri 06 – Thurs 12 July   Arts Festival 
Fri 20 July     12.30pm College closes for Summer Holiday
Mon 23 July     INSET Day – College closed

Dates for Your Diary

Contacting the College 
By phone – 02380 692679 
By email – enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.   
Or contact Pastoral and Curriculum 
Leaders directly via the ‘Contact and 
Payments’ page on the website at 
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk.   

Keeping in Touch with College Events  
Visit our website – 
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk 
Like us on Facebook – 
www.facebook.co.uk/WyvernCollege
Follow us on Twitter – @WyvernCollege     



In our search of the Wyvern Archives, we 
discovered some slightly unusual school 
sporting activities and are interested 
in contacting anyone involved with the 
events below.  

In August 1967, eight Wyvern girls 
formed a relay team to swim across the 
English Channel from Cap Gris Nez to 
Folkestone.  Months of preparation prior 
to the swim included weight training, daily 
swimming sessions in local pools, and 
also weekly distance swimming in the 
sea at places like Calshot, Meon, Lee-
on-the-Solent and Southampton Water. 
This enabled the girls to experience the 
variety of different conditions and tides 
that they would face.  The actual swim 
took the group nearly 14 hours, with the 
girls taking in turns to swim an hour at a 
time.  Hazards involved sea sickness, jelly 
fish, seaweed, fog and all the shipping 

in the Channel!  If you were involved in 
this swim, it would be great to hear your 
memories, so please do get in touch with 
Sue Boswell at 
s.boswell@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.

Moving onto the 1980s and a Wyvern 
Show Jumping Team was established 
and students with their own horses 
joined the team and participated in 
competitions with other schools, including 
at Mountbatten School (pictured).  Some 
of our Year 10 students are looking to 
recreate the Show Jumping Team and 
would love to talk to any former students 
who were part of the original team.  If you 
were involved and have any memories 
of the competitions or still ride today, 
then please do get in touch with Year 10 
Pastoral Leader Steve Lines at 
s.lines@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.

Unusual Sporting Activities 
Discovered in Wyvern Archives 
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