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SPORTING TIMES 
WYVERN SCOOP THE BRONZE 

AWARD FOR THIRD YEAR IN ROW! 

Wyvern wows the crowd at the 2018 Rock Challenge with 

a remarkable performance on ‘The Power of Protest’ 

 

EXTRA! EXTRA!  

An awesome array of articles 

served by our dedicated team of 

sports journalists! 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

Keisha Roberts-Penn and Louise Horn receive the bronze award won by Wyvern College at the 2018 Rock Challenge event 
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In February, Wyvern 
competed against a total of 
40 schools across Hampshire 
in the six-day event which 
was the result of months of 
exhausting rehearsals. 
Wyvern College took 41 
dancers to take part in Rock 
Challenge: Be Your Best 2018 
at Southampton Guildhall. 
The team worked tirelessly 
since September to create 
our presentation; they have 
been amazing and couldn't 
have done it without their 
creativity and skills of 
expertise. Miss Lowe said 
'They have been amazing and 
I am extremely proud of how 
we created a unique and 
bold interpretation'. 
The theme of our dance was 
'Power of Protest' which was 
chosen by the Year 11 dance 
Prefects and was inspired by 
historical figures that have 
stood up for their rights in 
the face of adversity 
including Malala, The 
Suffragettes, Rosa Parks and 
Tank Man in Tiananmen 
Square. 
The student co-host, Grace in 
Year 11, introduced the 
chosen theme to a packed 
audience at the O2 Guildhall: 
"When the whole world is 

silent, even one voice 
becomes powerful. But it 
takes more than shouting 
louder to be heard. 
“Throughout history people 
have stood up for what they 
believe is right in the face of 
adversity or ignorance. The 
most remarkable protests 
have used courage and 
creativity to bring about 
change that have led us into 
the future." 
Looking at the influential 
actions these people took, 
we developed our 
choreography material with 
Natalie Watson from the 
Wyvern Theatre School using 
the passion that they put into 
their protests to display in 
our work. The set design 
included three fences that 
were included into the 
choreography, placed across 
the stage that each group 
utilised. This helped portray 
the imagery to the audience 
of being trapped and blocked 
from achieving their goals. As 
the people that we were 
inspired by were incredibly 
brave and stood out from the 
crowd we had to make sure 
our choreography was 
perfect at Rock Challenge. 
Our music was composed by 

Mr Veale, a music teacher at 
Wyvern, and it included 
phrases including 'isolate' 
and 'still I rise' which linked 
perfectly to our theme as 
they are prominent words 
associated with the strength, 
courage and the prevention 
of protests. 
As well as placing in 3rd, 
Wyvern College also received 
awards for excellence of 
concept, soundtrack, 
performance skills, stage 
crew, drama, costume and 
entertainment which is 
significantly more awards 
than Wyvern achieved last 
year and therefore a huge 
achievement for the college. 
A year 10 student, Emma, 
said "I was absolutely thrilled 
to be a part of such a brilliant 
event. I am so privileged to 
be given the opportunity to 
be involved and I am 
incredibly proud of everyone. 
It was an unbelievably 
exciting and successful day 
which was enjoyed by lots of 
students and we all look 
forward to exceeding our 
current placing and award 
count next year." 

 
Written by Ghislaine Alford 

and Keisha Roberts-Penn 

Rock Challenge 2017 

Wyvern wows the crowd at the 2018 Rock Challenge with a 

remarkable performance on ‘The Power of Protest’... 

ROCK CHALLENGE: 3RD YEAR, 3RD PLACE 
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 The dance routine was inspired by inspirational women who have stood up in the face of adversity, such as Malala, the Suffragettes and Rosa Parks. 

Natalie Watson of the Wyvern Theatre School assisted with the choreography. Fences were used to symbolise oppression and entrapment. 



4  

Mountbatten Sports Quiz 2017 

 

The Mountbatten Sports Quiz was 

another massive success as the 

Southampton Football Team took on 

the Hampshire Cricket Team once 

again this year. After Southampton’s 

dramatic win last year, the 

Hampshire Cricket team were looking 

for revenge.  

Last year, the teams were massive 

with stars such as Matt Le Tissier and 

Francis Benali. But this year was not 

let up either with stars such as James 

Ward-Prowse featuring, who is a 

consistent performer over recent 

seasons; Chris Wood, one of 

Hampshire’s star players; Joe 

Weatherly, a star batsman in the 

Hampshire team; Jake Hesketh, a 

rising star in the Southampton 

academy ranks; Stuart Taylor, 

Southampton’s veteran goalie who is 

loved by many fans; and finally Chris 

Sole, a new boy on Hampshire’s 

books, but someone who is already a 

player that Hampshire want to keep 

at the club for many years to come as 

he recently signed a new contract. 

Personally I was looking forward to 

meeting James Ward-Prowse as I 

have seen him play in many games 

over the last few seasons for 

Southampton and seen him as one of 

the biggest young talents that 

Southampton have. I feel it inevitably 

means that if he continues this 

consistent form then he will end up 

at Liverpool in three years’ time! 

Since the quiz, he has gone on to 

score two goals and get one assist. 

Waiting for the players was unlike 

any other feeling I’d ever felt 

meeting some of the greatest players 

in the Premier League. It was a mix of 

excitement and nerves because no 

one knew what to expect. Were they 

going to be nice? Were they going to 

talk to us? All these questions were 

flowing around my head. But then 

you have to remember that they are 

just normal people that just live very 

different lives to the average person, 

but deep down there just like me and 

you. 

It was quite a different atmosphere 

when the players arrived. Everyone 

was buzzing and getting excited 

about meeting their idols. I was 

pretty nervous about asking them for 

pictures as they were so different to 

how I see them every week on the 

TV; that’s why I let Josh ask for a 

picture first. They were actually very 

nice people that were more than 

happy to sign autographs and take 

pictures with anyone that asked. 

They were generally very nice people 

who chatted with you, even if you 

asked any questions to them. It was 

very clear to see that they really 

were very nice people but just get 

paid a lot more than the usual person 

gets paid to do a job that they love to 

do.   

The actual quiz was actually pretty 

exciting. There was a lot of questions 

that were quite hard; so not even the 

professional sportsmen could answer 

them. There was a lot of banter 

between the Southampton boys and 

the Hampshire ones as well, which 

made the whole night a lot more 

interesting and kept the audience 

interested and watching keenly. The 

host on the night was very 

charismatic making the night feel 

much quicker because of his endless 

enthusiasm. 

My personal favourite round was the 

‘Guess the Sport’ Round where a 

player had to mime or act out a 

sport. Some of the sports that they 

had to guess I had never heard of 

before and I was pretty sure that no 

one else in the room had heard of 

them either. It was very interesting 

to hear the ‘Home or Away’ round so 

you could see how much they knew 

about their own sport. The rounds 

were pretty short but had many 

questions because most of them 

were quick fire with a short amount 

of time for the players to answer the 

questions. This helped make the 

night faster and at the same time 

more enjoyable. Another stand out 

round was the ‘Picture Round’ where 

the players were tested on their 

knowledge of other sports, which 

Hampshire Cricketers triumph over the Saints 

in the battle of the sporting quizmasters... 

Mountbatten Sports Quiz 2017 
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saw the Hampshire Cricket team 

shine. They did well through the 

whole night which saw them cruise 

to an easy victory in every round that 

didn’t involve the questions of their 

own sports which saw the 

Southampton team cruise those 

rounds.    

I only got a few of the questions right 

because I don’t watch much sport 

other than football so I couldn’t even 

answer many of them but most of 

the ones that I could answer I did get 

right. I was always quite happy when 

I got one right, especially when the 

teams got it wrong! As well that, it 

gives you a special feeling that you 

are almost better than the players in 

a way.  

In all, it was a very good trip that I 

would definitely go on again if I got 

the chance to. It was brilliant in so 

many ways because we got to meet 

some of the people that I have 

watched on the TV and admired for 

so many years, and to actually get to 

meet them is an incredible thing. I 

also love watching ‘A Question of 

Sport’ on the TV and to see it in real 

life is an amazing thing.  

George Balmont, a sports writer who 

attended the trip, said: “It was the 

second time that I have been and it 

was very enjoyable and it was good 

to take a break from school.” Also, 

sports writer Josh Devereux, said: “It 

was a very good event and it was 

very easy to see how it’s been 

running for so long.” 

  

Written by  

Zak Duthie 

Wyvern journalists with Saints player, James Ward-Prowse and Jake Hesketh. 

Wyvern journalists with professional Hampshire cricketer, Chris Wood. 

Both teams take centre-stage as they prepare for the opening round of the quiz. 
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George Balmont discusses the rise of one 

of the MLS’ newest teams… Atlanta United! 

The Rise of Atlanta 
Football 

The MLS is a league constantly 

evolving and changing; finding a 

balance between showing off ageing 

legends and becoming one of the 

world’s most competitive leagues. As 

football is not the most dominant 

sport across the pond in the US and 

Canada, and media coverage of the 

MLS is miniscule in the UK, here’s a 

few things you may need to know... 

Following the establishment of the 

MLS in 1993, there was 10 teams in 

total. Since its first season in 1996 to 

the present, 12 new teams have 

been added. The first ever MLS cup 

was won by DC United, but the 

league is much more competitive 

than the Premier League, with much 

more variety in winners as opposed 

to an unbreakable top-six (not 

counting Leicester). 

The league’s all-time top goal scorer 

Landon Donovan remains a legend 

for both club and country, having 

achieved the staggering total of 57 

goals and 58 assists for the U.S.A. 

During his two stints for LA Galaxy he 

scored 169 goals in both the regular 

season and in playoffs, making him 

one of the biggest names in U.S 

‘soccer’. 

In the 2016/17 season, the MLS took 

the next step in its evolution with the 

creation of new side Atlanta United.  

Staying with the ‘theme’ in the MLS 

of hiring an ex-legend, Atlanta have 

hired ex-Fulham, Ligue 1, Rangers, 

MLS and US national team defender 

Carlos Bocanegra as their technical 

director, even though this is a largely 

non-footballing role. You may 

recognise him from his appearance in 

the Atlanta United staff team when 

they played Hashtag United on 

popular Fifa Youtuber Spencer FC’s 

channel. He said in an interview for 

the club’s website that “I am excited 

to be part of something special here 

in Atlanta. I’ve always wanted to stay 

involved with soccer at the top level, 

and to have that opportunity with 

MLS Atlanta is a great way to start 

this next chapter. I’m a competitor 

and I look forward to bringing that 

drive and passion into everything I do 

here in Atlanta.” 

They currently sit in 4th in the MLS 

eastern conference, an excellent 

finish for a club only just formed. 

Their growing popularity is evident, 

with their official home, the 

Mercedez-Benz Stadium housing an 

MLS record of 71,874 fans when they 

hosted Toronto FC in a regular 

season match on 22nd October 2017. 

With dedicated staff such as 

Bocanegra, good financial 

organisation and a passionate fan 

base (which the club seems to be 

rallying), Atlanta could go on to build 

a rich history in the MLS and beyond. 

 

Written By  

George Balmont 

Over 71,000 fans attended Atlanta’s MLS showdown against Toronto FC 
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Fitness is a great way to exercise if you 

don’t want to do a specific sport. It will 

help build your resilience, both physically 

and mentally. If you want to improve 

your fitness, this is the article for you! 

Exercise is very good for the body in 

health and weight; it is also one of the 

most effective ways to improve your 

mental health. It also relieves stress, 

improves memory, helps you sleep 

better, and boosts your overall mood. 

Research indicates that small amounts of 

exercise can make a big difference. No 

matter your age or fitness level, you can 

learn to be fit and healthy.  

Anxiety, stress, depression and many 

other mental illnesses can seriously 

affect our day to day lives. 10% of 

children and young people (5-16) suffer 

from a diagnosable mental health 

problem. But by exercising regularly we 

can help maintain a positive attitude and 

stay relaxed. When we exercise, our 

body releases endorphins, which triggers 

a positive feeling in the body. This means 

that we feel good about ourselves and 

we will be healthier mentally as well as 

physically. 

Circuit training is designed to improve 

your muscular respiratory system which 

will give you more energy and strength. 

One of the many advantages of circuit 

training is that you can do it without any 

equipment; this means you don’t have to 

worry about costs and you don’t need to 

be in a gym. For example, you could do a 

circuit of press-ups, burpees, plank and 

star jumps without spending a penny! 

However, if you are looking to switch 

things up a bit, you can always buy some 

cheap equipment such as dumbbells 

(handheld weights), medicine balls (a 

weighted ball) and skipping rope. The 

gym at Wyvern holds circuit training 

every week. 

The community gym at Wyvern has a 

wide range of fitness equipment like 

treadmills, bike machines, weight 

machines for arms and legs and other 

activities. As well as this, there are 

multiple fitness classes such as: Pilates, 

circuits, LBT (legs, bums and tums) 

spinning and Hatha Yoga. These classes 

are not that expensive for non-members 

and for members, its completely free! 

This won’t just keep you fit and healthy 

but it will also allow your confidence to 

build up and maybe to even make some 

friends! 

Evidently, keeping fit is good for your 

mind and body so it is a great thing to do 

in your spare time.  

For more information on fitness classes, 

go to http://www.wyverncollege.org.uk/

sport-fitness/health-fitness-classes/ 

Written By Mia Groom & Amelie Snuggs 

Mia Groom and Amelie Snuggs discuss the 

importance of keeping fit and healthy... 

Fitness is not a Destination… 
It’s a Way of Life! 

Health and Fitness 
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Josh Devereux interviews Mrs Phillips about the Wyvern U16 Girls’ Team 

and their journey to yet another Hampshire County Cup Final... 

Wyvern March On! 
Football 

PE teacher Mrs Phillips reckons her U16 

Wyvern team has the potential to go all 

the way and win the Hampshire Cup as 

she gives her insight on how her team has 

performed this season. 

 

With a mixture of ups and downs this 

season, Mrs Phillips is very pleased with 

the performances that her team has given 

her on the pitch. When asked about the 

current season, the manager replied, “The 

U16’s have done really well! They’ve 

managed to get through to the semi-finals 

of the Hampshire cup but were not 

fortunate enough to advance further in the 

National Cup.” Having beaten Wavell 4-0 in 

the quarter-final, they face a tough test on 

Tuesday night with a tricky encounter 

against Henry Beaufort with a spot in the 

final up for grabs. 

After clinching the double last year, Mrs 

Phillips was questioned whether her side 

could match, if not better, last season’s 

performance of a double trophy winning. 

She responded with, “I don’t think we are 

going to top it. We’ve entered a different 

team into the District this year and I’m 

hoping we can be successful in the semi-

final of the Hampshire Cup!” Henry 

Beaufort is a side who Wyvern have 

managed to beat in the past, most recently 

in last year’s final where the Dragons came 

out on top via penalties. 

Something in the team has to be working 

right for the side to be producing quality 

performances game after game. When 

asked about the key to the team’s success, 

Mrs Phillips said, “There’s a lot of different 

dynamics in the squad and what’s good is 

that they work well and get along well with 

one another on and off the pitch. All of 

them listen to instructions given from their 

captains and vice-captains.” Over the 

season, the team has had some influential 

players step up to the task; in particular 

Holly, Imogen, Louisa, Siena and Elina who 

are all bright talents and each of them 

work well with the groups on the pitch. 

The next question really put Mrs Phillips on 

the spot, she was asked, ‘Who’s your star 

player?’. After a short pause, she added, 

“Well, our joint top goal scorers are Holly 

and Imogen, but I would have to say that 

our most improved player would be 

Shannon. In terms of best player, you’ve 

got Imogen, Holly and Elina all up there 

within their right.” For anyone who has 

seen the team play, they would know that 

these guys are the leaders on the pitch. 

After two impressive back to back seasons, 

it was interesting to know what else Mrs 

Phillips would like to achieve with the 

team. “One big thing is that I want them to 

win on Tuesday, and I’m hopeful that if we 

get through next week, I think we’ll be 

successful in the final.”  

The possible opponents that Wyvern could 

face in the final are all teams that they 

have beaten by a significant amount in the 

past. So, if they are able to beat Henry 

Beaufort in the semi-final, the odds are in 

their favour for the grand finale. The 

‘Gaffer’ went on to add, “It will be really 

significant for the team if we make it to the 

final, as it is likely to be half of the teams 

last match for the school as the majority of 

them are in Year 11. Going forward, I 

would like to enter another team into the 

National Cup and hope to get further in the 

tournament.”  

High hopes for the team but with a 

manager like Mrs Phillips and a team like 

what we have, anything is possible! 

 

Written by  

Joshua Devereux 

The Wyvern U16s won both the District Cup and County Cup in 2017 under the coaching of Mrs Phillips. 
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Football 

Charlie Clements shares his experiences of playing for his 

local football club, B.T.C Football Club, Southampton... 

B.T.C Southampton 

Outside of school I love playing football 

with my team that is called B.T.C 

Southampton. Every Saturday from 9:15 

to 11:00 I train down at the Hub; 

however, when it is in the summer and it 

is still light in the sky we train on a Friday 

instead at 6:15pm until 8:15pm. 

However, every week training isn’t the 

only thing we do; we also play matches 

on Sundays too. 

 When we play on Sundays, the 

oppositions that we play are in the same 

league as us that we compete in. Usually 

in a season/league we play 23 different 

teams and that means including us 

they’re 24 teams in our league. A new 

thing for people who play at my age 

though is that we now do football like 

proper professionals. By this I mean, 

there are 7 different leagues or divisions 

and apart from the last division where 

teams can’t get relegated, but can be 

promoted, after a season they can go in 

a new division depending where they 

finished the last season. The top 3 get 

promoted apart from Division 1 and 

bottom 3 get relegated apart from 

Division 7, the last league. So, that Is 

how the table works; however this is 

how we are doing so far. 

The division that we are in is Division 7, 

the lowest, but Division 7 is all new 

teams starting this season including us 

as we are a new team to. That counts to 

all of the teams in our division apart 

from one team who played as a team 

last season. 

In 10 games that we have played this 

season in the league, our team have 

managed to score exactly 40 goals (on 

average that is 4.0 goals per game). On 

the other hand, though we have 

unfortunately let in 35 goals (on average 

that is 3.5 goals a game that we let in). 

Overall with the goals we’ve scored and 

let in we have 10 on goal difference.  

 

The following fixtures are the results 

we’ve had this season: 

4:3 Win against Alresford 

0:4 Loss against Pace Pumas 

2:3 loss against Hythe and Dibdon  

2:6 Win against Fawley Falcons 

1:5 Win against Brendan 66 

9:1 Win against Hursley Youth 

3:1 loss against Chamberlain Athletic 

1:1 Draw against chamberlain Athletic 

6:2 loss against Fawley falcons 

(opposite to last time) 

3:3 draw against Brenden 66 

4:2 win against Winchester Youth 

6:4 win against Winchester Youth 

2:2 draw against Boca Deportivo Youth 

 

On the date 25th of February we were 6th 

in our league with 20 points but 4 games 

in hand against 4th with 22 points, 3rd 

with 23 points and 2nd with 30 points. 

However, when we play the games that 

got postponed and play the same 

amount as everyone else, we could get 

higher in the league hopefully in the top 

3 for a promotion spot.  

During this season we have also played 

cup games too where the cup has every 

single team from Division 7 to Division 1. 

The cup was good for teams if they won 

but if they lost that would be them out 

of the cup. No second chance as if the 

match ends as a draw it goes onto 

penalties. Anyway our first cup game 

was against someone in our league; 

luckily this meant we had a good chance 

of going to the next round of the cup. It 

was Brendon 66 who we were playing 

and at half time unfortunately we were 

losing 1:0. However, after our team talk 

at half time we went back out in the 

second half and won 5:1. Then after the 

first round a few games later we played 

our second game in the cup; however 

this match was going to be harder. The 

team we were playing next was in 

Division 4 and we had to consider that 

we were in Division 7 so they were 3 

leagues higher. Yet again at the end of 

the half we were losing but this time we 

were 3:0 down. However, again like the 

first match, we managed to score 2 goals 

but when the full time whistle blew it 

wasn’t enough to go onto penalties or go 

through. 1 thing I noticed though in the 

cup was that we didn’t give up and we 

came back with goals in both 2nd halves! 

 

Written by  

Charlie Clements 
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Interview with Mrs Meer 

Ex-Chelsea player Mrs Meer has 

given us an insight to her 

professional footballing career, 

commenting on her path and 

her struggles to getting where 

she is today. Kindly giving up her 

time to speak to us, Meer spoke 

about how her passion for 

football helped her to overcome 

setbacks and obstacles in her 

journey to success. 

Meer has always had a keen 

interest in sport. She said “At 

primary school I would do any 

sport that I could get involved in; 

I was one of those kids where if 

rugby was on, I would go and 

play rugby with the boys.”  She 

highlighted how much more 

difficult it was being a sporty girl 

as there were no girl’s teams for 

the sports she enjoyed. Her 

main sport has always been 

football however she would play 

a lot of the boys sports, because 

there were just no girls teams at 

school.  

When asked about her 

inspiration and role models, 

Meer was quick to credit her 

Dad. “When I was younger from 

the moment I could walk and 

kick a ball he was there teaching 

me to play football.” She told us 

that her mum wanted her to 

take up ballet but she knew 

from a very young age that 

football was the way forward for 

her. She also went on to 

mention some big names such as 

David Beckham and John Terry. 

Meer said that her dad and 

herself would often sit at home 

watching them on the TV 

together; she said she wanted to 

be “just like them”. 

Moving on to her footballing 

career we spoke about how she 

got her big moment: the 

opportunity to play for 

Southampton Ladies team.  “I 

signed up to go for trials at 

Southampton Ladies and 

fortunately I got in”. Meer 

shared how she made the first 

move in getting herself a trial, to 

kick-start her career and 

fortunately for her, this was a 

huge stepping stone which lead 

to bigger and better things. From 

there Meer’s footballing journey 

took a turn when Southampton 

Ladies went bust and they had 

to change to the Hampshire FA. 

Unfortunately, she had a slight 

set back but she didn’t let that 

get in the way of her dream. 

“There was one time I got 

released from Hampshire FA 

because one of the coaches 

didn’t think I was good enough; 

that was very demoralising 

because some of my friends 

were in there and I was not. 

Overcoming this was hard,;I was 

pretty sad, I’m not going to lie, I 

was the kid who just went into 

my room and shut myself off 

from everyone but then I quickly 

learnt that getting back involved 

with football was the best thing 

for me. I went back to playing 

with the boy’s team and got my 

confidence back and I was back 

Wyvern PE Teacher and ex-Chelsea and Southampton 

Ladies player Mrs Meer shares her success story... 

Football 

With Southampton’s Francis Benali 
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into Hampshire FA the next 

season.”  

After this, Meer got invited to 

play for Chelsea Ladies and was 

very honoured by this. “Having 

the confidence to play for a big 

club was hard because I didn’t 

have much confidence in myself. 

Chelsea is a big club, so to me I 

never thought I was good 

enough, even getting a trial for 

me was a huge achievement. I 

also got trials for England Ladies 

so for me that was the stepping 

stone to say right you can do 

this. I wasn’t fortunate enough 

to get in but despite that it gave 

me the confidence I needed to 

do well.” 

Playing for a big team such as 

Chelsea is a huge commitment; 

we asked how much of an 

impact the amount of training 

had on other aspects of her life. 

She said, “we trained three 

times a week for two hours but I 

had to travel for an hour and a 

half to get there so a good five 

hours of my day was taken up, 

not including match days on 

Sunday’s. I also found that 

football had a huge impact on 

my academic life and my exams. 

Sometimes I had to jeopardise 

my football because my school 

work was definitely falling 

behind. That had a massive 

impact but because I love 

football so much, I didn’t see 

this as a negative.”  

For any young people out there 

with huge aspirations for their 

own future, Meer has given her 

advice on how to achieve what 

you want. “Don’t let anyone tell 

you that you aren’t good 

enough. So many people told me 

that I would never be a good 

footballer but it pushed me to 

be a better player and to prove 

them wrong. Don’t listen to 

bullies, put them to the side, 

they don’t know you, you are 

good at what you are doing. But 

finally just enjoy it and don’t let 

anything stop you doing what 

you want to do.” 

Interview by   

Georgia  Watson 

Mrs Meer playing for Chelsea Ladies against Arsenal. 
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Rugby 

Eastleigh RFC pick up much needed points against KSC  

Old Boys RFC in desperate relegation battle... 

“We Love You Baldwin, WE DO!” 

Bottom of the table Eastleigh 

RFC travelled to KCS Old Boys 

RFC in an attempt to seek a 

much needed victory. Fly-half 

Phil Baldwin’s try proved to 

be the decider in a highly 

entertaining matchup.  

After last week’s loss to 

Gosport and Fareham, the 

home side were eager to get 

back to winning ways 

whereas the visiting side 

were playing off the back of a 

fantastic victory against 

promotion chasers 

Twickenham RFC.  

As the game kicked off, tricky 

conditions made it hard for 

both teams from the start. A 

good lineout ball was taken 

by Russell Smith inside the 

Twickenham 22’, and 

Eastleigh drove the moule 

towards the home side’s try 

line. Metres and metres were 

made until Twickenham’s 

NO.8 took one for the team 

and illegally brought the 

moule to a stop, resulting in 

a yellow card and a penalty 5 

yards out to Eastleigh.  

A scrum was called and the 

successful retaining of the 

ball resulted in hands down 

the right flank. Phases were 

put together until the ball 

found Russell Smith who 

drove over the try line to give 

the visitors the advantage. 

The conversion was missed 

to leave the score standing at 

0-5. 

However, this didn’t deter 

the home side’s spirit; from 

the restart the pressure was 

put on the Eastleigh defence. 

KCS Old Boys’ centre pierced 

through a gap and dashed 

past the half way line. The 

ball was offloaded to the 

home sides’ flanker who 

relied on brute force to 

bulldoze over the try line. 

The conversion was 

unsuccessful to leave the 

scores level at 5-5. 

The remaining 20 minutes of 

the half was full of scrums, 

lineouts and phases all put 

together by both teams. 

Some great carries from Matt 

Lovell and Jack Berry edged 

Eastleigh closer to the try 

line. An infringement at the 

breakdown, 5 metres out, 

gave Phil Baldwin the chance 

to edge his team in front. He 

converted the placement kick 

to give the visitors the lead.  

Half Time: KCS Old Boys 5-8 

Eastleigh  

The second half started very 

similar to the first; both sides 

producing some attacking 

flair in order to try and break 
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the gain line. Furthermore, it 

was the home side who 

produced the first points of 

the second half. A defensive 

error allowed the KCS Old 

Boys centre to sprint through 

the gap and crash over under 

the points. The extra two 

were added to give the home 

side a 12-8 advantage. 

The visitors thought they 

could snatch the lead when it 

appeared that Matt Lovell 

had gone close to a try after 

a searching break forward, 

only for the referee to award 

a penalty in KCS Old Boys’ 

favour when Jack Berry went 

off his feet in the ruck. 

Nevertheless, Eastleigh did 

not want to go home empty 

handed and were giving 

themselves every chance to 

come away with their first 

victory on the road this 

season. Terry Papworth and 

Paul Fudio were at the heart 

of the Eastleigh attack until 

another infringement at the 

breakdown gave the KCS Old 

Boys’ flanker 10 minutes in 

the bin. The boot of Matt 

Lovell edged Eastleigh closer 

to the try line from the 

penalty. 

Hard yards were made by the 

away side’s forwards allowing 

them to put the KCS Old Boys 

defence under pressure. The 

ball fell to fly-

half Phil 

Baldwin who 

spotted a gap 

and dashed 

through to 

eventually 

grounding the 

ball over the try 

line to put the away side in 

front. He converted his own 

try to extend the lead to 

three points. 

Last play was called by the 

referee with the home side in 

possession and Eastleigh 

were trying everything to 

force their opponents into 

making a mistake. Great 

pressure from the defence 

allowed Jack Curtis to pounce 

on the loose ball. A 

successful defensive ruck 

allowed Will Rigglesford to 

kick the ball into touch and 

that brought about the final 

whistle. 

The travelling side showed 

passion, fight and 

intelligence throughout a 

stunning performance to 

increase possible relegation 

survival. 

Writer’s Man of the Match: 

Matt Lovell 

Written by Joshua Devereux 
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Trampolining 

Benjamin Cook is jumping with joy as he shares his love for the sport of 

trampolining in his debut article for the Wyvern Sporting Times... 

Spring Time! 

Trampolining is a very interesting sport. 

You can see it being done in the Summer 

Olympics and there are even a series of 

badges for it. There are 15 different 

levels of this sport, with difficulty in 

ascending order and it is an extremely 

exciting thing that you can participate in 

and the first experience is something 

very unexpected; take it from me!  

Basic moves include the tuck jump, the 

straddle jump and the seat drop. Slowly, 

you move on toward more advanced 

motions such as rollers, hand-and-knees 

forward turnovers and backward rolls 

(which I am currently working on). It is 

for many reasons that it is best to listen 

to someone with experience. 

Trampolining is one of these sports. You 

must keep your legs and arms straight 

while bouncing as it helps achieve 

altitude. It would be hard to explain 

some of the hardest routines, such as a 

backward somersault or a backward 

turnover. You can find trampolining a 

very interesting activity to be doing 

before or after school, and it can all start 

with a single jump on the bed of a 

trampoline; an amazing activity. If you 

do it, it could be the greatest experience 

throughout your entirely long life, 

progressing through the different levels 

during your marvellous experience, and 

finishing at the great, ultimate level, 

level 15. 

I can remember my first time 

trampolining. My instructor at the time, 

Ken, told me to get on and it felt as if I 

was gliding through the air upon wings 

that could never tire out. After that, I 

had many experiences with this heaven 

on earth.  

Many of my classmates came and went, 

but I stayed to embrace the bed time 

and time again. It was like the angels 

were carrying me across the world 

through the sky. You would not think 

such a gift would be impossible, but I 

have done it, and you can find nothing to 

possibly beat it. You can do it too; all you 

need is a single bounce, and you are 

likely to feel exactly how I felt at my first 

go on the bed; that a single jump could 

lead to a whole new world. But even if 

my experience is different to yours, in 

time, we shall both look back to the 

beginning of experience of that whole 

new world, and enjoy it. 

There have been many successful 

Olympic trampolinists. For example, 

Henrik Stelhik was born on December 

29, 1980 and was the representative for 

Germany in the trampolining events in 

the 2004, 2008, and 2012 Summer 

Olympics. Bryony Page was born on 10th 

December 1990, and is currently a 

British individual trampolinist. She 

became the first British trampolinist to 

win an Olympic medal during the Rio de 

Janeiro 2016 Olympics when she won 

the silver medal. Dong Dong was the 

Chinese trampolinist for China in the 

2008, 2012 and 2016 summer Olympic 

Games. He was born on the 13th April 

1989 and first became famous in the 

2007 World Trampolining 

Championships in Quebec City. In the 

2016 World Championships, he also won 

his medal with help from fellow Chinese 

trampolinist Tu Xiao. Anna Dogonadze is 

a German trampolinist of Georgian 

origin. The highlight of her profession 

was achieving a medal in the 2004 

Summer Olympics, but unfortunately 

this was followed by a disastrous final in 

its successor, the 2008 Summer 

Olympics. 

 

Written by  

Benjamin Cook 
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Equestrian 

Equestrian compete in the sport of 

horse riding or horse racing. Many 

people travel long distances just to 

see this sport, as it is a very tense 

and exciting sport to watch and to 

participate in. This is a sport 

included in the Olympics, and many 

other competitions. Some famous 

horse riders are Mary King, William 

Fox Pitt and many others who 

competed and achieved their goals 

and ambitions. 

Some fun facts are that Britain is 

the only nation to have won at least 

a gold medal in the Summer 

Olympics. Equestrianism at the 

Olympics dates back to 682 BC, 

when the Ancient Greeks were 

alive. However, the sport has not 

always been as popular as it is now; 

when the sport made its debut in 

the Paris Olympics of 1900, more 

athletes than spectators turned up. 

There are many interesting facts 

about the horses themselves. 

Horses have an average life span of 

20 – 30 years. They have a speed of 

40 – 48 kilometres an hour when 

galloping. They will carry a baby in 

the womb for 12 months (1 year). 

Horses can hear the human voice 

better than a dog. They memorize 

the voice and learn human words 

(though obviously they have no 

vocal cords so they can’t say the 

words back to you). 

Mary King is a very well-known 

equestrian jumper as she has 

represented England six times in 

the Olympics during her career, 

which is an honour. Mary is 56 

years of age and still going carrying 

on with her horse-back career, 

which makes her one of the longest 

reigning (pun intended!) senior 

rides to date. We hope this horse 

rider continues in her famous well 

known career in equestrian sports. 

Another equestrian legend is Pippa 

Funnell. She was born on the 7th of 

October in the year of 1968 which 

makes her 49 years of age. Like 

Mary King, she is British which is a 

great reflection of our country and 

its talented equestrians. Plus, it 

makes us as a nation truly proud of 

them and their tremendous efforts. 

Pippa was one of the equestrians at 

the 2004 Summer Olympics to win 

a medal. She won 3rd place 

(bronze). 

Leise Law is also a great show 

jumper as she beat Pippa Funnell at 

the 2004 Olympics. She won first 

place (gold). Leise is 53 years of 

age. She was born on the 5th of May 

1953. She grew up in Hereford, 

England. 

 

Written by Lucy Robson  

and Mia Woolley 

Mia Woolley and Lucy Robson explore the globe-

trotting success of Equestrian sports today... 

Equestrians 
It’s all about Horsepower! 

Equestrian Mary King 

William Fox Pitt 
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In his debut article for Sporting Times, Alex Bateman shares his 

experiences of playing for Fair Oak Squash and Racquetball Club... 

Squash the Competition! 
Squash and Racquetball 

Fair Oak Squash and Racquetball 

Club: 

One event is the FOSC competition 

which is one of the largest 

competitions inside of Fair Oak 

Squash Club. It is suggested that all 

squash players in the club take part 

and if you are one of the newer 

players then you get an older 

player to help you and give you 

advice. You can start playing 

squash at an age of 4 and can carry 

on longer than you have a job! 

Squash is also said to be one of the 

most demanding sports in the 

world. Squash takes place in the 

local area at FOSC which is just past 

Fair Oak Library, which has training 

sessions, and at places leisure 

centre but it only has courts so no 

training sessions unless you get a 

personal trainer. At FOSC it takes 

place for children on a Saturday 

morning but adults can be trained 

personally during the week. At 

leisure centres you can be trained 

by a personal trainer when you 

have agreed the timetable but 

FOSC is the closest to Wyvern. 

The Squash Club Closed 

Competition: 

You are playing for trophies for 

your age group but you play against 

people of your ability so that some 

of the younger players, who are 

very good, don’t just thrash people 

of the same age group who aren’t 

as good. The winner is then 

decided based on who has won 

based on how many games have 

been played and how many games 

they have won. The trophy is then 

presented by Paul Finch, the head 

of the club. Everybody who takes 

part is also awarded a medal to 

congratulate them on taking part. 

As well as that 

everyone has to 

shake everybody’s 

hand at the end of 

the competition-this 

is to help us learn 

sportsmanship. 

Weekly squash 

sessions: 

There are also weekly squash 

sessions which happen every 

Saturday for the littleys—9:00 to 

10:10, for the middle group (10:10 

to 11:10) and for the advanced 

group—11:40 to 12:40—and the 

elite group—12:40 to 1:00. Each 

group has a theme for every month 

such as the corners or different 

ways to hit the ball and where on 

the seven pillars. As a starter to 

squash you can get one taster week 

free. There are also exhibition 

matches sometimes. Exhibition 

matches occur between players 

and it is like a friendly in football in 

the way that it is not played for a 

league or a cup. 

Other events: 

FOSC joins together with 1st Fair 

Oak Scouts to do the Easter Egg 

Hunt every Easter. This works in the 

way that the children walk around 

on a trail and at each stop they 

have to find Easter eggs which are 

hidden around the area that the 

stop is in and the last stop is at the 

scout hut and the first is at the 

squash club. In 2018 it happened 

on Easter Saturday and had an 

attendance of about 100 people.  

Written by Alex Bateman 
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Cricket 

In his debut feature for Sporting Times, Alex Johnson shares 

his experiences of playing for Hedge End Cricket Club... 

Bowled Over by Cricket! 

My Cricket Club H.E.C.C. 

Every Sunday I play cricket with my 

team in Hedge End called Hedge End 

Cricket Club from 5:00 to 6:30 in winter 

training and Wednesdays from 5:30 to 

7:00 in summer training. Although we 

still train indoors in the winter, we only 

play matches in the summer outdoor 

training. The groups are under 7s, 

under 9s, under 11s, under 13s; which I 

am in, and the under 15s. Each group 

has about 15 players and 3 coaches 

that run the club. 

The Rules of Children’s Cricket 

In T20 cricket, there are usually twelve 

players on each team. As the name 

hints, each team has twenty overs to 

bat making a total of forty overs 

throughout the whole game. Because 

there is a set number of overs, not 

everyone will necessarily get to bat. 

The captains of each team flip a coin to 

see who will bat or field for the first 

innings. When their team is fielding, 

the maximum number of overs each 

person is allowed to bowl is a fifth 

(four overs) of the total amount of 

overs in an innings (twenty overs) 

although most people would bowl two 

overs at most. The captain will position 

his team around the field in the various 

fielding positions. I usually field 

midwicket. When the batsman hits the 

ball the fielders need to get the ball to 

the stumps/wicket as quickly as 

possible, to avoid the batsmen scoring 

runs or to “run them out” by touching 

the wicket with the ball before the 

batsman makes it back to their crease 

– the marked line, approximately 1 

metre from the wicket. Another way to 

get someone out is to “catch them 

out.” This happens when a batsman 

hits the ball and a fielder catches it 

before it bounces. When all the 

batsmen have batted, or when it’s 

been 20 overs – whichever happens 

first – the batting and fielding team 

swap. At the end of the match, the 

team with the most runs wins.  

My Journey 

Unlike most 

of my friends 

who have 

played cricket 

longer than 

me, I only 

started 4 

years ago. 

Cricket had 

never really been a thing in my family, 

because my dad was more of a football 

supporter, so I am the only person in 

my family to play cricket. Although, my 

grandad used to like to watch cricket, 

so I may have inherited my love of the 

sport from him. I didn’t necessarily see 

myself as a sporty person, though I also 

did (and still do) swimming lessons 

every Sunday. So, one day, my dad 

suggested I start joining a cricket club. 

Back then, I didn’t even know what the 

sport was! At first, I joined Fair Oak 

Cricket Club in the Under 9’s but I 

wasn’t that good and it took me a 

while to grasp the concept of the sport. 

So, I started doing one to one cricket 

training sessions at the Ageas Bowl, 

which I feel really helped. 

Unfortunately, my Fair Oak training 

sessions moved to a Saturday when we 

got to Summer training, which clashed 

with my drama club that I also do on a 

Saturday. Therefore, I moved to Hedge 

End Cricket Club in the Under 11’s. I 

still play there now in the Under 13’s. 

The reason I love cricket is because I 

find it interesting; the way that there 

are multiple roles and jobs to do. Also, 

I enjoy batting because you always 

have to be alert and you have to make 

quick decisions. 

Written by  

Alex Johnson 
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Sporting Insanity!  

The Top 11 Most 
Insane World Sports!  

10: ‘Octopush’ 

Underwater Hockey  

COUNTRY: ENGLAND 

Just as the name implies, it’s 

hockey but underwater. The puck 

is at the bottom of pool. This sport 

definitely tests your lung capacity. Also, 

you don’t use a stick but rather a 

“pusher” which almost resembles 

a small blade. It is definitely a 

fight against buoyancy. 

11. ‘Eukonkanto’ 
COUNTRY: FINLAND 

In Finland, held annually since 1992, 

there is an obstacle course where men 

have to carry their unlucky wives 

around on their backs! They have to do 

this while running on a 200m track with 

two hurdle jumps and a shallow pool. 

9. Cardboard- 
Tube Duelling 

COUNTRY: USA & AUSTRALIA 

According to an official 

statement by the Cardboard 

Tube Fighting League (yes, 

it’s real), this sport was 

started based on three 

principles: people need more 

ways to play and take themselves 

less seriously; events that can be 

fun without alcohol; and 

cardboard sword 

fighting is fun. End of. 

8. Bellyflopping 
COUNTRY: NORWAY 

It’s probably one of the most 

painful single player sports out 

there, but hey, you can win a lot of 

money for those couple seconds of 

misery. But even if you don’t, the 

pride is big. May the best (or is that 

biggest?) man win! 7. Bog- 
Snorkelling 
COUNTRY: UNITED 

KINGDOM 

Not only are you swimming 

through 120 metres of bog, 

you are not allowed to use 

conventional swimming 

strokes. You will have to 

rely on the powers of your 

flippers.  

6. ‘Buzkashi’ 
COUNTRY: AFGHANISTAN 

The aim of this sport is gory… Grab a 

carcass head at full gallop and get 

clear of all of the other players. To 

score in this crazy sport, you need to 

get pass the goal line. This sport is 

played all over South Central Asia 

and is the national sport of 

Afghanistan. Respect.  
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Sporting Insanity!  

5. Toe-Wrestling 

COUNTRY: ENGLAND 

Similar to a thumb war except with 

your toes, it is considered common 

courtesy for each player to remove the 

other player’s shoes and socks prior to 

the match. Once again, we thank our 

friends in the United Kingdom for 

another crazy sport.  

4. ‘Muni’ Mountain 

Unicycling 

COUNTRY: USA 

This crazy sport puts fear to the limit 

and tests your nerves.  It’s a bit like 

mountain biking except you have to 

have more skill in maneuvering the 

unicycle. This is an iconic sport which is 

rapidly growing in the Midwest.  

3. Man Vs. Horse 

COUNTRY: WALES 

This is a seriously weird sport! Rumor 

has it that in 1980, the owner of a local 

pub overheard two patrons arguing 

over whether a man could beat a horse 

in a marathon. Well, there was only 

one way to find out! A man races a 

horse over 22 miles. Do you think 

you could win? 

2. Kite-Tubing 
COUNTRY: THAILAND 

This is probably one of the most 

dangerous sports, with lots of reported 

deaths over the 5 years since it 

surfaced! However, it is also hailed in 

the world as one of the craziest! That’s 

why so many people love it! The only 

problem is the tubes aren’t supposed 

to be airborne. 1. Shin-Kicking 
COUNTRY:  ENGLAND 

All you need for this game are four shins and a high 

tolerance for pain! This sport technically tests how manly 

you are. There are some serious injuries in  this sport. 

However, what else is there for you do in your spare time? 

(I’m being sarcastic by the way… There’s loads of pain-free 

alternatives, like Chess and Backgammon!) 

Written by Kaden Traynor 
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