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WELCOME TO
WYVERN COLLEGE

Ben Rule
Headteacher

Our vision is to inspire all students to have the highest 
aspirations; to encourage them to be independent, 
resourceful and resilient with a passion for lifelong 
learning in the 21st century.

Whatever our students aspire to be, we are here to support 
them. We value each of them, not just for who they are but 
also for what they can become. Every one of them can 
succeed - without exception - as long as they’re given the 
right experiences: a curriculum of courses and lessons 
tailored to their needs; careful tracking of their individual 
progress; personalised feedback, pastoral care and career 
guidance; a wealth of extra-curricular activities and close 
partnership with you, their parents or carers.
       
 I see it as our task to draw out of them all that’s good within 
them: their qualities, interests and talents. None of them 
should leave school without knowing what their talents are, 
without achieving something significant with these talents 
while they’re with us and without a clear pathway to show 
how they can further develop them when they leave us, so 
they can find success and fulfilment in their lives.
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TRANSITION 
AT WYVERN

Our aim is to make the transition 
from primary to secondary school a 
very happy one, ensuring that each 
student feels welcome and secure. 
We are proud of our partnership with 
our local feeder schools and believe 
that by sharing information, expertise 
and resources, the College can 
provide the smoothest transition for 
all children in the Wyvern Cluster.

Moving from Year 6 to Year 7

Before Year 7
During Year 6, key members of Wyvern 
staff visit students in their primary 
school. In early July, students enjoy 
an Induction Day at Wyvern, touring 
the College, experiencing lessons and 
meeting staff.

The Pastoral Leader for Year 7 works 
closely with their tutor team to ensure 
that tutor groups are integrated with 
old friends and new faces to ensure 
the first term at Wyvern is one of both 
familiarity and discovery.

Making Friends
In their first term, students enjoy various 
activities within their tutor groups, which 
help to develop friendships and build 
the year group ethos. Students also 
have opportunities to make new friends 
by joining one of the many extra-
curricular clubs on offer at Wyvern.
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Year 6 Parent

My daughter came from out of area to 
Wyvern and I was delighted at the way 
the College went the extra mile in making 
her feel welcome. A special effort was 
made to integrate her from the very 
beginning and I can sincerely say that 
I cannot imagine any school where she 
could have been happier.

Year 7 Student

I was scared at first but then 
a student from another year 
group helped me find my 
way around.

Year 7 Parent

The teacher has been a 
superb year tutor and is 
held in very high regard by 
the class. From day one 
he made all students feel 
welcome and my child is 
proud to be a member of his 
tutor group.

Ofsted

Assemblies, charity events, 
peer supporters and enrichment 
activities contribute considerably 
to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development.

Ofsted

Pupils spoke positively about 
the college and felt very well 
supported by their teachers. They 
said that teaching was ‘very good’ 
and commented on the passion 
and commitment of teachers as 
well as the feedback received.
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PASTORAL 
SUPPORT

We are proud of our pastoral system, which is highly regarded 
by students and parents.  It is to us important that students 
feel safe, secure and happy at Wyvern. Both Pastoral Leaders 
and Assistants are highly skilled at supporting students 
academically, emotionally and socially.  At the heart of our 
pastoral support structure is the Form Tutor who supports 
students from Years 7 to 11, establishing invaluable links with 
each family over an extended period.

Individual Support
The personal development of students is at the heart of our 
pastoral structure. Our experienced teaching staff support the 
learning of students and work hard to ensure that they cater for 
the needs of all students. Students find staff very approachable 
and know who to turn to if they need support. A team of trained, 
pastoral staff provide personalised support for a range of students 
who may benefit from a personalised approach. In addition, the 
College trains senior students to act as Peer Supporters and 
Mentors to younger students. 

A dedicated team of Teaching Assistants ensure that the 
education all students receive is challenging and fully supported 
and help students to integrate successfully within their classes. 
Our Special Educational Needs Coordinator is also available to 
offer additional advice, guidance and support to parents.  
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COMMUNICATING 
WITH PARENTS

We believe that home-school communication is vital to student success at Wyvern. We 
keep parents in touch with life at the College in a variety of different ways and arrange a 
number of formal and informal opportunities for parents to come into College during each 
academic year.

Log Books
Every student is provided with a log book to record homework, and comments by teachers and 
it is also available for parents to communicate with the College.

Electronic Messaging
The College communicates with parents through an email system to deliver letters and other 
important messages.

SIMS Parent App
This mobile application gives parents direct read access into College data about their son/
daughter. It delivers real time attendance, behaviour, academic achievement and home learning 
information, as well as displaying all personal information about their child.

Newsletters
Newsletters highlight recent achievements and successes, while the Wyvern College Advisory 
Group for parents meets termly to discuss a host of topics relating to the College and provides 
an excellent opportunity for parents to share their views and ideas.

Events
Opportunities are provided for parents to come into College during the year including Parents’ 
Evenings and targeted events relating to specific year groups such as information evenings on 
Options choices, and advice sessions on supporting students through revision and final exams.  



Contact us on 023 8069 2679 or visit www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk 9

Year 11 Parent 

We realise that many of [our son’s] teachers 
have gone well beyond what would normally be 
expected to give [him] and his peers the best 
chance of success and we really appreciated this.

Year 8 Student 

There are tips in the log book to help you 
with languages, there are maths facts, the 
periodic table, and maps of the world. I often 
use the multiplication tables and key words 
for spellings. It’s also a way of my parents 
keeping in touch with what is going on in 
College every week. 

Year 8 Parent 

At the recent WCAG 
meeting we discussed a 
diverse range of issues 
and as always, I felt 
valued, listened to, and 
it felt a pleasure to be 
part of your team. 

Year 11 Parent
 
I always felt we could approach [our son’s 
pastoral leader] and felt we were listened to.

Year 9 Parent
 
The Parents’ 
Evenings are an 
ideal opportunity 
to meet subject 
staff.  The detail of 
the feedback we 
have received has 
been very thorough 
and allowed us to 
encourage both of 
our sons in reaching 
their full potential. 
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FIRST CLASS
EDUCATION

Wyvern encourages all students to work towards their 
individual academic targets, and our staff strive for excellence 
in all fields of education. A key focus for the College in recent 
years has been the development of Literacy and Numeracy 
skills.

Teaching and Learning
Teaching staff aim to engage and challenge students across 
all ability ranges, using their knowledge of students to plan 
interactive lessons that interest and motivate students. The
College has reduced Key Stage 3 from three years to two, so that 
GCSE subjects can be studied over three years. On a practical 
level, modern apprenticeships are available off-site through our 
partner further education colleges, while others with practical 
skills put their talents to good use in the Wyvern garden.

Literacy Focus
A strong emphasis is placed on reading, as we believe this 
will benefit students in all curriculum subjects. All students are 
involved in literacy tasks during tutor time on a weekly basis and 
there are additional opportunities for individual students via our 
Reading Ambassadors’ programme which involves higher-ability 
students supporting other students with development of reading 
skills. Our Library has an extensive selection of books, magazines 
and newspapers. Two qualified Librarians support our students.

Numeracy Focus
Wyvern is the home of ‘Numeracy Ninjas’ which was founded by 
the current Curriculum Leader for Maths. On arrival at Wyvern, all 
students complete daily mental numeracy skill sessions in a fun 
and engaging programme to build their mental numeracy fluency, 
which is so important for success in GCSE Mathematics and 
beyond. Targeted students receive additional support through our 
Numeracy Ambassadors’ programme.
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INVESTMENT IN 
TECHNOLOGY

Investment in technology is a key priority for the College. 
We want students to be able to experience using a range of 
current hardware and software so that they are fully prepared 
for life in the 21st century workplace. We enter a number of 
technology-related competitions which enable students to put 
into practice the skills that they have learnt in the classroom 
and apply them to real design and development projects.

ICT
A range of computer suites, laptops and iPads across the College 
allow students to use ICT to enhance learning in all subjects. 
Through these resources, we believe that students will learn 
how to use ICT thoughtfully and effectively, recognising both its 
strengths and limitations.

Workshops
Technology workshops are equipped to a high standard, with 
investment in some of the most up-to-date specialist Computer 
Aided Design and Manufacturing equipment, including several 3D 
printers.

Social Media
We encourage the responsible use of social media such as 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat and have used these 
in a variety of subject areas to provide live, interactive homework 
and revision sessions outside of the normal school day.
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ENHANCING
EDUCATION

Students are offered an impressive range of after-school, lunchtime and holiday activities and 
we encourage them to develop interests beyond the normal curriculum. External trips and 
visits also enhance learning and in recent years, students have had the opportunity to travel 
to France, Germany, Belgium, Austria, Poland, Iceland and we also run a challenge expedition 
to Morocco.

Drama
Our annual production is open to all students who wish to audition. Recent productions have
included Our House, Annie Junior, Little Shop of Horrors and Guys and Dolls

Music
The music department is considered one of Wyvern’s greatest strengths. Apart from traditional 
music lessons, choirs and music groups, Wyvern has an extremely popular after-college Rock 
Academy, thriving Soul and Jazz bands, and an innovative Steel Band. We have reached the 
finals of the National Festival for Music in Birmingham on a number of occasions.

PE
The PE department coaches football, rugby, tennis, netball, basketball, badminton and, in the 
summer, athletics in the impressive sports halls and outdoor areas. The yearly Rock Challenge 
competition is enormously popular and successful.

Curriculum Clubs
Students are encouraged to participate in one of the many after-school clubs, which support and 
extend learning opportunities such as Creative Writing Club, Sports Journalism Club, Art Club, 
Science Club, and Let’s Get Cooking.

Duke of Edinburgh
We offer students the opportunity to apply to take part in the Bronze and Silver Award 
programmes during Year 10 and 11.

Revision Camps
In the Easter holidays, Year 11 students are invited to attend a revision camp run by teachers. 
These always receive positive feedback from students as they are helped with final preparations 
for the GCSE exams.
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STUDENT
VOICE
Students are encouraged to play a full 
part in the life of the College and have a 
several opportunities to represent their 
fellow students. In addition, in Year 10 
students can apply to become a prefect 
and can be considered for the positions 
of Head Boy and Head Girl.

College Council
The active student-run College Council 
allows students to voice their opinions on 
College
matters. Students are elected by their 
fellow students, discuss a wide range of 
topics and
take the responsibility of the role very 
seriously.

Student Governors
Several students a year are elected to 
represent the student body at governors’ 
meetings.
These students might research one or two 
key items during the year and then report 
back to
the governing body.

Learning Leaders
Students can apply to undertake this 
role which involves providing tours to 
prospective new staff and taking part in 
interview lesson observations.

Charity Fundraising
Each year group selects a year group 
charity to support and then students devise 
a wide range of fundraising activities 
during the year to raise money for their 
chosen charity.

Here at Wyvern, there is a safe and 
friendly atmosphere which welcomes 
all students and helps them to 
thrive to their greatest potential. 
The vast amount of opportunities 
and support has helped me grow in 
confidence and as a person. Wyvern 
in an amazing school that not only 
provides a great education but also 
a friend for all.

Alice Warland Drumgoole, Head Girl
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Wyvern provided a friendly and welcoming environment for 
everyone. The diverse range of students means that everyone 
can make a good friend and quickly find themselves surrounded 
by people they enjoy being with. Everyone is encouraged to 
work to their full potential, there is always support and every 
student has the facilities to be the best they can be.

Alastair Buck, Head Boy.
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VISITS AND
TOURS

18

We provide opportunities for prospective parents to visit the College and look forward to 
welcoming you at some point in the future. Further information and dates are available on 
our website.

Open Evening
The College arranges an annual Open Evening in September for Year 6 pupils and their parents. 
There is an opportunity to see a presentation about the College given by the headteacher. 
Afterwards, you are invited to visit departments across the College and can see current students 
and staff showcasing their work and demonstrating our extensive facilities and resources.

Escorted Tours
A number of escorted tours are scheduled during the school day in September and October so 
that parents and pupils can see the College in action. Places on tours can be booked via the 
College reception. 

If you are not able to attend one of these events, you are welcome to contact us to arrange a 
tour with one of our senior staff at another convenient time. 

In addition, the College has a thriving Community Enterprise team, which includes a Nursery 
and Childcare, a Sport and Fitness Suite, Facility Hire and a range of adult and children’s 
courses. Please phone 023 8069 2678 to find out more.
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Year 11 Parent

As our daughter leaves 
Wyvern, we want to 
thank staff for their hard 
work, commitment and 
dedication over the last 
five years. She has been 
encouraged to do the very 
best she can and has 
gained an inner confidence 
that will help her cope with 
all that life will bring. 

Year 11 Pupil

Believe it or not, before Wvyern I hated 
school. I was extremely shy and the 
thought of writing made me want to 
cry…But I’m not that person anymore, 
I love school and would wake up every 
day looking forward to it.

Ofsted 

“Pupils’ understanding of British 
values is supported through college 
elections, pupils’ voice, tutorial 
sessions and the college’s firm 
commitment to equality.

Year 11 Parent 

We realise how hard all the 
support staff work to keep 
things running smoothly for 
the students and parents.

Year 11 Parent

May we take this opportunity to thank 
you and your staff for supporting such 
wonderful enrichment activities. Our son 
loved the recent trip he attended and 
it provided a great lesson in life for any 
youngster. 
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Year 11 Parent

We are sad that the wonderful 
times enjoyed by all our 
children at Wyvern have come 
to an end, but very satisfied 
indeed with the truly excellent 
education that they have all 
received there. 
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