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It was great 
to have the Big Top 

back, providing a spectacular home 
to the 2018 Wyvern Arts Festival. The week, 

complemented by beautiful weather, kicked off 
in style on the Friday night with ‘Take That’ 

tribute act, ‘Back for Good’ supported by 
the award winning Barton Soul Band 

– a truly fitting opening night 
party... continued on page 4  

WYVERN COLLEGE
ARTS FESTIVAL
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It’s a pleasure to write the 
introduction to my first 
newsletter and I’d like to 
start by thanking the parents 
and carers of our new year 
7 students; I was delighted 
to see so many of you at 
our July transition evening 
and appreciated the warm 
welcome you gave me. I’m 
looking forward to meeting 
the parents of students in 
Years 8-11 soon. I hope that 
this year we can strengthen 
the partnership between 
home and school, as it is 
very important to how well 
your children do. 

When a child’s parent or 
carer gets involved in their 
education, they do better on 
a wide range of measures. 
Their behaviour is better. 
They have greater self-
esteem. Their attendance is 
higher. The risk of exclusion 
is lower. They are more eager 
to learn. They achieve higher 
grades. Educationalist John 
Hattie found that the effect 
of a parent’s involvement 
in their child’s school career 
adds two to three years of 
educational advantage for 
their child in comparison to 
other children.

The good news is that you 
don’t need any knowledge 
of school work or loads of 
time to make that difference. 
Whatever your own 
educational experience, you 
can still make a valuable 
contribution by helping to 
shape the right attitude for 
success in your child which 
leads to the benefits outlined 
above.

Success comes from hard 
work and determination, 
not from a fixed level of 
intelligence. Intelligence isn’t 
fixed, it grows with effort. We 
can’t let our mistakes define 
us, they have to teach us 
how to do things differently 
next time. Success isn’t 
about getting the top grade 
or beating other people; 
it’s about doing things we 
couldn’t do previously and 
achieving a personal best. 
No one has written our 
future for us; we choose 
what we become and a good 
education increases the 
choices available. By getting 
involved in new things we 
discover new interests and 
talents, and the confidence 
to tackle unfamiliar things in 
future. In the world of work 

there are rules about how to 
dress and behave, and if we 
break those rules there are 
consequences. School rules 
are a good preparation 
for future work and life. 
Teachers who care want the 
best for students, which is 
why they demand the best 
from them. 

These are the attitudes 
which I believe bring 
academic success and 
personal wellbeing. Let us 
work together, as staff and 
parents, to promote them. 

Ben Rule
Headteacher

Headteacher’s briefing:
Strengthening Partnerships  



Continued from front cover...

On Monday, the Wyvern Word Feast 
took to the stage and saw students 
throughout the College celebrate the 
amazing history and variety of the 
English language. The audience were 
taken on a journey from Beowulf to Rap, 
with stops off for Shakespeare, stand-up 
comedy, Priestley, accounts from World 
War 1, and musical support from folk 
group ‘The Courtiers’.

Tuesday belonged to the Performing 
Arts, and delivered a superb celebration 
of musical theatre, dance and drama.  
During the day, Performing Arts 
students participated in a variety of 
workshops and then presented their 
final performance in the evening. There 
were also highlights from the Dance 
and Drama department, with songs 
from musical theatre and extracts from 
our award-winning entry at this year’s 
Rock Challenge event.  

WYVERN COLLEGE
ARTS FESTIVAL



The Wyvern Primary Cluster took up 
residence on Wednesday with their 
Primary Spectacular, a wonderful night 
of entertainment that culminated in a 
performance from a massed choir and 
then everyone staying to enjoy the first 
half of the World Cup semi-final.

The final night was the Summer Concert, 
always a sell out and a showcase for the 
very best Wyvern College has to offer 
from its large rank of talented musicians 
and singers. On this occasion, many 
former students were welcomed back 
to form a Legacy Soul Band. The 
Community Choir and College Choir 
joined forces to sing excerpts from ‘The 
Greatest Showman’ and there was a 
tantalising glimpse of the forthcoming 
production of ‘Mary Poppins’.

It was another fantastic Festival and 
testament to the enormous hard work 
of the director Bryan Postlethwaite, the 
pupils and staff from 
the College and its 
primary cluster.  



 This has been another great year for students 
taking part in Maths Challenge competitions at 

Wyvern. The Junior and Intermediate Maths Challenge 
competitions are organised by the UK Maths Trust as an 

opportunity for students of all ages to experience puzzling 
and challenging maths to enrich and complement the school 
curriculum.  Over 170 students from Years 7-10 entered the 

Top Scores 
for Wyvern Students

in 
UK Maths Challenge

Maths Challenges, with 51 students receiving scores placing them in the top 40% of entrants. 
These students all received a certificate.

The top 25% of all entrants were invited to take part in a follow-on round, the (bizarrely-
named) Kangaroo or the Olympiad.  Special congratulations go to Kaden Traynor in Year 7, 

who qualified for the Junior Kangaroo round and to James Barkes and Ping Hao Ng in Year 10 
who took part in the Pink Kangaroo round.  

2018 saw an extra special achievement by Amy Tyler in Year 10.  Amy was one of the 500 
highest scorers in the country and was invited to take part in the Intermediate Olympiad 

(Hamilton paper). The style of these questions is very different to those in earlier rounds and 
rather than being multiple choice, the students are scored on the quality of their problem-

solving, reasoning and written communication.  Amy did really well at this level of the 
competition and was then invited to a Maths Summer School run by the UK Maths Trust.  Fewer 
than 200 students who scored in the top 1.5% of the Intermediate Maths Challenge are invited 

to the Summer School and we can’t wait to hear how Amy got on.

Here are a couple of questions for you to try from the different Maths Challenge papers. – 

How would you get on?

Junior Maths Challenge 2018 (Years 7 & 8)

Intermediate Maths Challenge 2018 (Years 9 & 10)

Hamilton Paper – Intermediate Olympiad 2018



As part of the College’s well-established 
French Exchange with a school in Paris, 
students pay a visit to the small but 
charming Musée de Montmartre. This 
delightful museum was founded in 
1960 but is situated in one of the oldest 
buildings in Montmartre built in the 
17th Century. The house and gardens 
offer splendid views over the famous 
vineyard in the Clos de Montmartre and 
the northern part of the city, and are only 
a stone’s throw from the bustling Place 
de Tertre. 12 Rue Cortot once served as 
a residence and meeting place for many 
artists including Auguste Renoir, Suzanne 
Valadon and Émile Bernard and was just 
the right place to inspire some of our own 
budding artists. 

An hour long workshop guided the 
group in some of the key techniques in 
Impressionist art and each of our students 

went on to create their own version of 
Renoir’s classic painting ‘La Balançoire’. 
They really managed to get the feeling of 
light into their work, along with building up 
an image with short, visible brush strokes.

Congratulations to our winning artists: 
Megan Bird, Felix Armstrong, Olivia Weston 
and Lana Mann.

Cross-curricular Activities 
on the French Exchange 

UK Maths Trust Summer School

Over the Summer, I spent a week in Leeds at 
the 50th UKMT Summer School. I was selected 
to enter this, along with 49 other students, 
by getting through to the Olympiad stage of 
the Intermediate Maths Challenge, which is 
entered yearly by students. Out of the students 
who reach the Olympiad, names are pulled 
out of a hat to select those who are invited to 
attend the summer schools.

The Summer School comprised of lessons 
exploring maths that can be used for puzzle 
solving and in further maths education; this 
included number theory such as Euclidean 
algorithms and modular arithmetic, and 
trigonometry, where we learnt about several 
different centres of triangles. Along with the 
lessons, there was plenty of social time to get 

to know the other students and to play card 
and board games. In the evenings, there were 
a range of activities including a bowling night 
and a talent show at the end of the week.

I thoroughly enjoyed this week.  Even though I 
was anxious about meeting new people, I am 
so glad I took the opportunity to go. I would 
recommend it to anyone who gets the chance 
to attend one of the UKMT Summer schools, 
as the lessons were interesting and informative 
and I met lots of friends who share similar 
interests to me.

Amy Tyler, Year 10



Increasing Cyber 
Safety Awareness
The NSPCC have partnered with O2 to provide parents and carers with a range of 
practical help and advice to help you stay up to date with the most popular social 
network sites and to keep your children safe in today’s digital world.  

Their excellent website www.net-aware.org.uk contains a comprehensive guide 
to the social networks children use and there is a useful newsletter for parents and 
carers to sign up to, which provides a wealth of information about all aspects of 
online safety including new social networks, apps and games.  

In addition, O2 provide a free online safety helpline on 0808 8005002 
which offers further practical help with setting parental controls and advice about 
specific social networks your child may be using. The helpline is available to all 
parents and carers and you do not need to be an O2 customer to make use of it.

Is your business interested in getting involved 
with Wyvern College?  If so, then Business 4 
Schools would love to hear from you.

Business 4 Schools works closely with schools 
across the south coast, including Wyvern 
College, producing an array of marketing 
material. This newsletter is one example 
as Business 4 Schools seeks to forge closer 
partnerships with commerce.

Education budgets are getting tighter, pupil 
numbers are increasing, and Business 4 
Schools has identified an innovative solution 
for schools to get their message out to their 
local community and to key stakeholders.  
It's exactly the same philosophy which 
business takes in seeking fresh markets.

That’s why Business 4 Schools is inviting local 
companies to get involved with advertising 
in Wyvern College’s newsletters.  If your 
business values its place at the heart of the 
community, Business 4 Schools provides a 

unique bridge between your brand and 
Wyvern College.

Businesses advertising in this newsletter 
have seen its value, reaching out to a 
huge audience of parents and school 
stakeholders.  Theirs is a captive audience, 
straddling a wide demographic, who want 
to read what is happening in their local 
school. And, of course, it is supporting your 
school.

So let us open the door for your business 
to sit at the heart of the community and 
to partner with Wyvern College – and if it’s 
not you making the decisions, then why not 
have a word with the boss!!

For more details visit: 
www.business4schools.co.uk

bus ness
schools

Go on...have a word with the boss!



I am writing for the last 
time as Pastoral Leader to 
the Class of 2018.  I know, 
from conversations with both 
parents and students, that it 
is incredible to think that five 
years have been and gone 
already!

Year 11 managed what was 
undoubtedly the toughest 
few weeks of GCSEs with 
maturity and diligence. We 
know, as educationalists, that 
these exams are tougher than 
ever and our students were 
a credit to their parents and 
carers, their school and to 
themselves.  After the exams, 
we gathered to celebrate and 
remember the past five years 
in our Leavers’ Assembly. This 
was a wonderful occasion, 
with the entire college staff 
saying goodbye to our 
students. The assembly was a 
huge success and comments 
from students included: ‘It 
was brilliant Miss!’, ‘I couldn’t 
believe it’ and ‘I kept crying 
and I don’t do crying.’  It 
was an emotional day but it 

was also filled with humour 
and affection for a group 
of young people who my 
colleagues and I have been 
so fortunate to work with. I 
think it is a testament to them 
that I had so much material 
that I wanted to use in our 
assembly, but I ran out of 
time!  
  
Following the assembly, 
we broke with the tradition 
of a balloon release for 
environmental reasons, and 
the students left to a guard 
of honour formed by their 
tutors and other colleagues. 
We assembled in the quad 
where the bubble machine 
was releasing bubbles in the 
gorgeous sunshine and a 
countdown backwards from 
ten culminated in twelve 
large confetti canons being 
released by tutors.  The 
atmosphere was incredible.  
Some tutors had also been 
busy making goodbye fairy 
cakes for students and these 
were on offer in the hall.  
Whilst the staff efforts were 

admirable, it was Rebecca 
Anders’ efforts that stole the 
show – a show-stopping 
cake from the year group for 
the staff!  Thank you again 
Rebecca.

I would like to finish by 
thanking everyone – parents 
and carers, colleagues but 
most of all our incredible 
students who have truly set 
the standard for me with the 
incoming Y7.  I have loved 
(almost) every minute, I miss 
you already but wish you all 
the happiness and luck that 
you are so deserving of for 
the future.

Donna Howard, 
Pastoral Leader for 

the Class of 2018

Farewell to the 
Class of 2018



‘Instructions for a Second Hand Heart’ 
by Tamsin Murray.

This year’s Hampshire Book Award Winner is a 
timely winner, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of the NHS.  The book is about a boy, Jonny, who 
is waiting for a heart transplant. Elsewhere, Niamh 
is struggling to live with her perfect twin Leo. She 
has always lived under his shadow but then Leo has 
a terrible accident. The book’s themes cover love, 
guilt and grief.

‘A Seven Letter Word’ by Kim Slater.
Finlay has a terrible stutter and is being bullied, his 
mother has left, and his father is struggling to cope.  
Finlay’s only relief is playing scrabble in the school club 
and online with new found friend Alex. His goal is to win 
the scrabble championship, so his mother will see and 
contact him again. The downside is Finlay doesn’t know 
who Alex is and standing up to his bullies is hard. A 
tense, page-turning read. 

Hampshire Book Award
The 5 other books in the shortlist 

are also worth reading: 

‘Fir’ by Sharon Gosling.
This book divided our group of 11 readers, some 
enjoyed it whilst others didn’t like the style at all.  It is set 
in northern Sweden, where the Stromberg family have 
moved from Stockholm to a remote house with a creepy 
house keeper and a vast forest full of night creatures. 



 

Wyvern Book Club

‘The Island at the End of Everything’ by Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave.
This beautifully written book tells the story of how the 
island of Cullion became the largest leprosy colony in 
the Philippines. In 1906 everyone on the island who 
didn’t have leprosy, had to leave. For 12-year-old Ami, 
it is a tragedy which impacts on the rest of her life.

‘Between the Lies’ by Cathy Macphail. Jude, a 
popular girl in school, goes missing. Nobody hears 
anything, until Abbi, a lonely and friendless girl, gets 
a text from Jude, ‘I want to come home’. Why is Jude 
texting Abbi? Suddenly everyone wants to know Abbi. 
Everyone is praising her, in school and online. But 
where is Jude? And who took her?

‘A Dangerous Crossing’ by Jane Mitchell. Syrian 
child refugee Ghalib and his family have to escape 
from their dangerous home town. Their goal is Turkey 
and this book tells the story of their escape. It is well 
researched and the reader learns about the conflict in 
Syria, why people become refugees and the dangers 
they face.  

Our latest read for book club was ‘Northanger Abbey’ by Jane Austen. 
And what an absolute joy it was to read this classic again, mainly 
because it was much funnier than any of us could remember. Jane 
Austen is such a radical feminist, she mocks, so teasingly, the very 
audience she is writing for. 

It is as fresh today as it must have been in 1797 when she first wrote 
it (published after her death), as the young people behave in exactly 
the same way. Although it can be read as a straightforward gothic 
novel, it is so much more.

        If  you would like to join our small, 
       friendly group please email: j.charles@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.



Year 9 Geographers recently visited three 
different sites in Portsmouth; Elm Grove, 
Palmerston Road and Gunwharf Quays to 
investigate the varying quality of life in the 
city.  

Students completed a variety of fieldwork 
techniques including field sketching, 
environmental quality surveys, questionnaires 
and land use transects to introduce them 
to techniques required for their GCSE 
Geography fieldwork exam paper. Students 
practised their analytical skills considering 
the advantages and disadvantages of each 
method they had used.

Despite the grey day, the skies cleared for 
beautiful views from the top of the Spinnaker 
Tower. At 115 metres high, students could 
see as far as the Isle of Wight and the 

entirety of Portsmouth including the historic 
dockyard.  Students challenged each other 
and staff to a walk of bravery across the 
Spinnaker Tower’s glass floor – which can 
hold the weight of two rhinos.

This year the trip also included a visit to the 
University of Portsmouth for an interesting 
lecture from Professor Donald Huston titled 
‘Does where you are born affect your quality 
of life?’

Students were a pleasure to take out of 
school and were praised for their politeness 
and dedication to work by staff at both the 
Spinnaker Tower and the University. One 
student, Bea Taylor, commented, ‘That was 
a fantastic day and I really enjoyed the 
Spinnaker Tower.’ 

Year 9 Geographers Explore Life in Portsmouth



Year 10 Field Trip 
Last term, Year 10 students enjoyed a trip to 
their case study location of Swanage Bay.  It 
was an early start and a bit of a trek on the 
coach to the Dorset Coast but well worth it. 
Students examined the bay from Durleston 
Head, measuring beach sediment to prove 
the existence of longshore drift (the process of 
material being moved along the coast) and 
examined how effective the 18 groynes 
costing £2.2 million have been at stopping 
coastal erosion. Students then considered 
the social, economic and environmental 
opportunities and challenges provided by 
tourism in Swanage and assessed how services 
met the needs of tourists and locals (not very 
well with 89% of shops being designed for 
tourists!).  The group spent the afternoon at 
Studland Beach completing field sketches of 
Old Harry Rocks, a perfect example of a sea 
stack formed by erosion, before testing their 
knowledge with an exam question. 

This was our second year visiting Swanage 
and once again it was a fantastic fieldtrip. 
The second day did face the challenge of a 
pigeon shattering the coach window, which 
facilitated a detour to Rownhams services, 
where some students managed a cheeky 
McDonalds! 

Student feedback was good, with Tas Ahmed 
saying, ‘A really fun day, it was brilliant to see 
Old Harry Rocks in real life.’ 

Year 10 Geography Round-up

Year 10 Parents’ Information Evening
Parents were recently invited to an 
information evening on the new GCSE 
Geography course, including advice on how 
the Department will be revising with students 
in class and strategies to help students revise 
at home. There was sharing of revision ideas, 
revision bunting, red and black mind maps, 
dinner explanations and chalk challenge 
revision.

This was the fourth such evening, with the 
original idea coming from Mrs Goss, who 

realised that parents sometimes get very little 
information about school from their children. 
She believes that knowledge is power for 
both students and their parents, and actually 
knowing when exams are and what revision 
is taking place in school can be extremely 
helpful for parents when trying to support 
their children at home. The event was 
certainly a hit, with one parent commenting, 
‘Mrs Goss’ enthusiasm for Geography is 
contagious, such a helpful and informative 
evening!’



For the past two years at Wyvern, Angie Gott, Emotional Learning Support Team, 
has been holding exam relaxation sessions for Year 11 students who might be 
feeling anxious about their GCSEs. This one-hour group session provides some 
of our anxious students with strategies and information to help them manage 

Relaxation Sessions Support 
Students Through Exam Season

themselves throughout the exam season. In addition, they experience a guided meditation tailor-
made to support them through their exams.

The intervention has had such a positive impact on Year 11, that it was decided to roll the initiative 
out to Year 10 students just before their trial exams. Again, this has proven to be an effective 
intervention as evidenced from the following student feedback:

•	 ‘I	found	this	relaxing	and	it	has	helped	me.	The	techniques	have	been	useful.’
•	 ‘It	has	helped	me	to	relax,	concentrate	and	prepare	for	my	exams.’
•	 ‘I	really	enjoyed	the	session	and	it	is	good	to	know	that	there	is	someone	else	I	can
	 speak	to	at	school	if	I	need	to.	It	would	be	great	if	we	could	have	another	session!’
•	 ‘It’s	good,	unrealistically	good!!’

Reflecting	on	the	sessions,	Angie	Gott	commented,	‘It’s	been	a	pleasure	to	support	84	students	
who	have	taken	part	in	this	intervention	so	far.	Many	of	the	techniques	they	are	taught	can	
be applied in other areas of life too. For example, having left Wyvern many will at some point 
experience	interviews	and	some	will	find	themselves	needing	to	do	public	speaking/performing.’   

bus ness
schools

Bringing schools 

closer to local 

businesses

To advertise in this newsletter 
please call us on 

02392 445227 
or email 

hello@business4schools.co.uk



The fabulous atmosphere on Leavers’ Day continued 
into the evening for the Prom at Botleigh Grange 

Hotel.  As the students arrived, it struck me how they 
suddenly looked like young adults and so very grown 
up.  I know that many parents were feeling this as well.  

When did this happen? It was truly wonderful to see 
so many parents, other family members, former and 

current Wyvern students watching the Year 11 students 
arrive in style.  The evening was, again, a reflection of 
the people there.  It was a friendly, relaxed and very 

happy occasion throughout.

Donna Howard, 
Pastoral Leader for the Class of 2018









Our closing Success 
Assembly highlighted the 
range of talent and ability 
within our cohort. Collectively 
and individually, pupils in 
Year 10 are sprinkled with 
genius. We have individuals 
and teams in sport that 
have competed at county, 
regional, national and even 
international events. Ping 
Hao Ng medaled in two 
disciplines at the world Kung 
Fu Championships and was 
the flag bearer for the Great 
Britain team. 

Let’s reflect, too, on the 
achievement of the girls 
who played so well to repeat 
the victory of 2017 in the 
under-16 Hampshire Girls’ 
Football final. Teamwork at 
its best!

The Success Assembly also 
showcased the talents of 
our creative arts contingent 

who display their talents 
inside and outside College. 
Congratulations to the 
dancers in Rock Challenge, 
the musicians in Rock 
Academy, the jazz and soul 
performers, the choirs, 
the soloists; and let’s 
not forget their theatrical 
cousins performing in GCSE 
routines, acting splendidly 
in ‘Guys and Dolls’ and, 
in several instances, taking 
their talents onto stage 
around Hampshire. 

What also strikes me is that 
the year group combines 
style with substance. This 
Wyvern spirit is epitomized 
most by Katie Snuggs, who 
travelled to Virginia, USA to 
complete an FBI-sponsored 
leadership course. Katie was 
the only UK representative 
and faced many challenges, 
including the US Marines 
physical fitness tests. She 
was not alone in having 
such a substantial presence 
or in making such progress. 

I am a competitive chap so 
it’s lovely to see Year 10 
secure the best Key Stage 
Four work ethic average, 

the best Key Stage Four 
attendance statistics and 
the highest Key Stage Four 
aggregate for P1 awards 
earned. Great work! The 
ground work put in now 
underpins the individuals’ 
and the cohort’s charge to 
surpass GCSE targets and 
Progress Eight scores.

Finally, a word for two 
important bodies: the 
prefects and the tutors. Our 
new prefects have acted 
maturely and responsibly, 
both around school and in 
supporting New Intake Day 
and as ambassadors at the 
Youth Remembrance Service 
in Winchester Cathedral. 
Yet without the support, 
direction and inspiration of 
a fantastic tutor team few 
of these opportunities and 
achievements would have 
been realized. 

Year 11 will be tough and 
it will fly past in the blink of 
an eye but the potential for 
greatness is there.

Steve Lines, 
Pastoral Leader

Year 10 Summer Term Review 



Students in Year 9 are now more than half 
way through their time at Wyvern College. 
How much has been achieved so far and how 
much more to come. 

Many students will be starting to think about 
the next phase in their education, as one 
of the senior year groups, demonstrating 
leadership skills and contributions to Wyvern. 

Already this year, students have taken on 
roles of responsibility including Reading and 
Numeracy Ambassadors, Learning Leaders 
and Peer Supporters. Wyvern has many 
opportunities to offer and I am delighted at 
how many Year 9 students have taken each 
and every one of them. 

As well as giving a great service to the 
College and other students, it is a chance to 

improve personal leadership skills, learning 
how to work with other, perhaps more 
vulnerable students, to lead by example and 
to give your time to help someone in need. 
These students have shown understanding, 
compassion and generosity and we thank 
each and every one of these students for 
making a genuine contribution to the life of 
Wyvern. It won’t be long before students are 
being asked to begin the prefect application 
process!  

It has been a pleasure to be the new Pastoral 
Leader for Year 9 and I wish everyone a 
happy, healthy and safe summer break and 
look forward to seeing you all in September, 
ready to start the next phase at Wyvern.

Laura Jeffery, Pastoral Leader

Year 9 Summer Term Review

It was a pleasure to be invited 
to accompany 80 students 
to London last term to visit 
the Supreme Court and 
Parliament – an exhausting 
but interesting day and 
the children were excellent 
ambassadors for Wyvern.

Sports Day was a success 
and it is clear that Year 8 
are a talented group with 
some extremely impressive 
individuals in the ranks. At the 
County Athletics competition 
in June a number of students 
shone, in many cases beating 
students from other schools 
who have had considerably 
more professional coaching. 
I hope that the experience 
can be a spring board for 
those who had not previously 
considered themselves as 
athletes. Although there are 
others, special mention to 
Cieran McCarthy (100m), 

Ruben Ormesher (Javelin), 
Kieren McCosh (Discus), Anya 
Woolvine (800m), Jessica 
Heads (100m) and Rea 
Mudher (1500m).

After three extremely 
rewarding years at Wyvern, 
I must bid you all farewell. It 
has been a pleasure to lead 
this year group, there are a 
huge number of wonderful, 
kind-hearted and selfless 
students, many of whom I 
have barely got to know. 
As ever in education, there 
are also those who present 
a different challenge and 
although it may not always 
be obvious, I have enjoyed 
trying to help them find their 
way through the difficult, 
challenging world that is the 
modern education system, 
social media and the eternal 
challenges that friendships 
present to us all. I would like 

to thank all those parents 
who have supported me in 
managing this year group 
and I am sure they will go 
from strength to strength 
under the leadership of Mrs 
Burrows.

Finally, a huge thank you 
to the students of Year 8, I 
hope that you have enjoyed 
your first two years at Wyvern 
and remember that failure 
is all part of the learning 
journey – without getting 
things wrong you cannot 
improve. Also remember to 
grab opportunities when they 
come, respect your elders 
and your environment, take 
responsibility for your own 
actions, take pride in yourself 
and your achievements, and 
never give up!

Clive Gamble, 
Pastoral Leader

Year 8 Summer Term Review



In early July, 80 Year 7 students embarked on a 
fantastic journey to France, starting with a coach ride 
to Newhaven ferry port. On arrival in France, the group stopped in Dieppe where 
they were challenged to buy an ice-cream or a crêpe in French!  There was then an 
opportunity to explore the town further whilst shopping to get the gist of speaking 
French. Once at the hotel, room keys were handed out and everyone ran off to see 
where they would be sleeping. After dinner, the students had a magnificent evening 
playing games such as rounders and many more.

The following day, the group set off for the stunning and famous Monet’s Garden 
and House. The gardens were amazingly well looked after in their beautiful and eye-
catching colours. Students eagerly explored Monet’s chateau-style house and the tour 
carried on to Monet’s world famous water garden.

Afterwards, the coach took the group up to a hill overlooking the ruins of a castle, 
where everyone enjoyed the picnic lunch supplied by the kind hotel staff (Mont Vernon 
Hotel). Next was a stop at Rouen, with its stunning gothic-style cathedral and shops 
in old cobbled lanes. After a long and fun packed day, it was back to the hotel for 
dinner and a calm evening of games. 

On the journey home, the group headed for the aquarium with its marvellous and 
lush sea life. It had a mysterious yet magical feel due to the tinted blue coloured lights 
and everybody had three hours to roam around this stunning location. 

It was then onto the hypermarket to buy dinner with the 10 euros each that we were 
given. Everybody settled down once we were back in the coach for the journey 
back to England on Eurotunnel and then a three hour drive home. Overall, 
this experience was one that we will always remember.

Review written by Year 7 Students 
Megan Fawcett & 
Daniel Ballem

Year 7 French Trip Review



Students Take On Day Trip Challenge
Last term, Year 9 students on the Preparation for Working Life course 
were challenged to plan a day trip into the countryside. With 
guidance and support from staff, students began by researching 
destinations within a 30-mile radius of the College. Using AA Route 
Planner, they calculated distance and journey length and came 
to an agreement that the New Forest would be an excellent 
local destination. They then started planning an itinerary and also 
researched map symbols and had a go at plotting a day walk on a 
map.

On the day of the trip, the weather was bright and sunny although 
the Forest was still very boggy in places.  Students learnt how to 
assemble and use a camping stove in preparation for making a hot 
drink or snack whilst outdoors. They also embraced the challenges 
of crossing a stream without the benefit of a footbridge and 
navigating through boggy paths whilst trying to keep trainers clean!

They remained in a buoyant mood for the whole trip, covering a 
distance of approximately four miles over the course of the day. It 
was evident from reading their trip reports that they all enjoyed the 
experience and have learnt many of the skills necessary to plan 
further trips in the future. 
  

bus ness
schools

Quob Stables Equestrian Centre
Learn to ride or improve your 
skills in a friendly, professional 
riding school with outstanding 
facilities set in beautiful 
countryside in Durley.

• Pony parties
• Own a Pony Days and Activity Days
• Evening Lessons
• Hacks
• Ladies Mornings
• BHS Training
• Catering for all ages and abilities

Telephone:  02380 694657
Email:  enquiries@quobstables.com

Website: www. quobstables.com
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It’s been another successful year for the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme at Wyvern College. 

Forty Year 10 students have successfully completed their Bronze expedition in the 
New Forest. Luckily the weather was good for both weekends and the only issue 
was a blocked underpass full of New Forest ponies. If you can’t get through, then 
you must go around….! 

In preparation for the expedition, teams had to plan their routes, food and equipment 
for two days and navigate independently over a distance of approximately 14 
km each day. Practice walks and a previous camp enabled the students to feel 
confident in their skills on varied and sometimes boggy terrain, and also to build new 
friendships within their teams. 

Meanwhile, the outgoing Year 11 students made final 
preparations for their Silver expedition on Exmoor. This 
takes place over three days and includes a checkpoint 
at Dunkery Beacon which at 519m is the highest 
point in Southern England. The photograph shows 
the view from the top and features one of our 
teams from last year.

Wyvern students can get involved in the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme from the second 
half of Year 9, when they can sign up and start 
some of the sections of the award such as 
volunteering, physical or skills. Training for the 
expedition aspect of the programme starts in 
Year 10.

Duke of Edinburgh News 2018



01794 368418  •  romseywoodburners@gmail.com
www.romseywoodburners.co.uk

Unit 10, Manor Nursery, Stockbridge Road, Timsbury, Hampshire SO51 0NB



It’s a Numbers Thing
Year 7 and 8 were fortunate to have a visit 
from the RAF, Royal Navy & BAE Systems show 
team presenting ‘It’s a Numbers Thing’. The show 
introduced a series of fun and fascinating ways in which Maths is used in everyday life, including 
examples of the practical application of mathematical techniques within BAE Systems, the RAF 
and the Royal Navy. The most up-to-date technologies demonstrated the importance of Maths in 
Engineering, including the amazing robot MIA who showed off her mathematical genius. Students 
were invited to participate in some of the demonstrations and problem-solving games, as the 
team aimed to demystify the subject and help embed learning that they will encounter in school.

Year 10 Taster Days
In preparation for making decisions about post-16 options, Year 10 students were given the 
opportunity to visit Eastleigh and Sparsholt Colleges to try the courses on offer. Students were 
able to choose from over 20 subjects including Sport, Animal Care, Engineering, Art, Catering, 
Built Environment and Computer Science and really enjoyed the experience. Katie Bruce, 
Careers Leader, said, “Giving students these opportunities before they make post-16 decisions 
is really important, as it helps them to make more informed choices about the courses and 
apprenticeships they can apply for.”

Year 10 Oxford University Trip
Another group of Year 10 students enjoyed an inspiring day at 
St Edmund Hall, Oxford University. The students took part in an 
interactive presentation about attending university, post-16 
subject choices, why students choose Oxford, the types of 
students Oxford look for, and the extra-curricular activities 
on offer.

Two student ambassadors showed the group around 
St Edmund Hall including the common rooms, 
accommodation, chapel and its very own pub! Students 
enjoyed a delicious lunch with undergraduates in the dining 
room, giving them the opportunity to ask further questions about 
life at Oxford.  The day finished with an Oxford tour including visits to 
Radcliffe Camera and the Bridge of Sighs.

Reflecting on the trip, one student commented, “Oxford University is an amazing place to study, I 
now know what I need to do to get there and look forward to visiting again when researching my 
university options.”

Could you help inspire our students?
The Careers Team at Wyvern are always looking for volunteers to support our careers 

events and to inspire our students about future careers. Volunteers are required to help 
with regular events such as employability and interview days, and speakers are invited 
in throughout the year to talk to students about their professions. In addition, it would 

be great to hear from companies that would be willing to host a visit from a group of 
students, so that they can see the world of work in action. If you are able to help in any 

way, please contact Katie Bruce, Careers Leader, at careers@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.

Careers Round-up



School Athletics Championships 

Wyvern entered a team of 50 athletes across Years 7 to 10 in the School 
Athletics Championships at Southampton Sports Centre in June.  Despite 

blisteringly hot weather, the behaviour and performances from our 
students were outstanding.

In Year 7, Joseph Attree came 3rd in the 80m breaking the Wyvern 
College record with 11.2 seconds and securing a position as reserve 

athlete on the District Team. Jasper Cawdren was 4th in the Javelin with 
20.07m and was also made reserve for the District Team. 

Ian Penson in Year 8 came second in the long jump and secured selection 
for the District Team competing in July, along with Ruben Ormesher who 
was second in the Javelin with 27.44m. Jaden Strand came 3rd in 200m 
26.39sec and Kieran McCosh came 3rd in Discus 20.66m and both boys 

were reserves for the District. Overall the Year 8 boys’ team came an 
excellent 5th out of 17 schools.

Wyvern Athletes Celebrate Track & Field Success



In Year 9, Lewis Duggan was 3rd in Discus with 24.65m. From Year 10, 
Alina Eichhorst won both the Discus and Javelin, breaking the school 

records for both events. Alina also represented the District Team for Discus 
achieving 4th in the County at Down Grange, Basingstoke.

County Championships
Following the School Championships, Ian Penson and Ruben Ormesher 

represented the District Team at the County Championships at 
Southampton in July. Their contribution to the team score saw Eastleigh 

and Winchester U14 Boys lifting the trophy for first placed district.
 

Despite it being his first high level competition, emerging athlete Ian came 
5th with 4.68m in the ‘strongest field of athletes that have been seen for 
several years’ according to team manager Mark Faulkner. Ruben came a 
very respectable 3rd in Javelin with 28.18, and has his eyes firmly set on 

breaking the school record in Year 9.

Congratulations to all those who took part for representing the 
College so well! 

CAVENDISH MENSWEAR

26 Bell St
Romsey

Massive range of mens 
clothing and footwear.

Don’t have what you’re 
looking for? Let us order 
it without any obligation 
whatsoever.

Get it home and decide it’s 
unsuitable?  Bring it back for
a full, no quibble refund.

On site alteration house if 
any adjustments are 
required.

T: 07748 646052

“The leading menswear 
shop in Romsey”

Call us on:
01794 526617

Special Offer! 
£5 off all 

treatments with 
this advert

BEAUTY STUDIO AT BRADBEERS
14-20 BELL STREET, ROMSEY, 

HANTS, SO51 8ZE
www.beauty-studio.co.uk

A full range of Beauty 
Treatments including:
waxing, nails, facials 
and ear piercing

Gift vouchers available



 
Monday  Pump It!      6.00pm-6.55pm  Non members £5  
                          Pilates Beginners           6.30pm-7.20pm  
   Step It Up     7.05pm-8.00pm  
   Spinning     8.10pm-8.55pm  Non members £5  
 
Tuesday  Teen Gym     3.00pm-4.30pm  £3 per child  
   Box Fit      6.00pm-6.55pm  Non members £5 
   Pilates Improvers            6.10pm-7.00pm Payable course   
   Pilates Advanced            7.10pm-8.00pm  Payable course 
   LBT      7.00pm-7.50pm  Non members £5

Kettlercise             8.05pm-8.55pm Non members £5 
                          
Wednesday Circuits      6.00pm-6.55pm  Non members £5. 
   Ultimate Intervals & Abs  7.05pm-7.55pm  Non members £5 
   Spinning Intervals & Abs  7.05pm-7.55pm  Non members £5 
   Hatha Yoga Beginners   7.45pm-8.30pm  Payable Course   
   Pilates (Mixed Ability)  8.05pm-9.00pm  Non members £5  
 
Thursday  Teen Gym     3.00pm-4.30pm  £3 per child   
   Total Tone                    6.00pm-6.55pm  Non members £5  
   Parent and Teen Gym  6.30pm-8.00pm  £3 per child   
   Hatha Yoga - Intermediate  6.30pm-7.20pm  Payable course   
                  Hatha Yoga - Beginners        7.30pm-8.15pm         Payable course 
 
Friday  Shredded     6.00pm-6.50pm  Non members £5  
    Parent and Teen Gym  6.30pm-8.00pm  £3 per child   
 
Saturday  Spinning     8.30am-9.15am  Non members £5  
   Body Blitz     9.30am-10.25am Non members £5  
   LBT                             10.30am-11.25am Non members £5  
   Parent and Teen Gym  11.00am-12.30pm £3 per child  
 
Sunday  Pilates (mixed ability)   10.00am-10.55am Non members £5  
   Parent and Teen Gym  11.00am-12.30pm £3 per Child  
  
Free to members        Members £2      10 Session passes available           Prepaid enrolment required 
 

Classes: If less than 3 people attend a class the instructor may cancel the class on that day.  Management  
reserve the right to cancel or reduce the number of classes on offer at any time at short notice.  There are no refunds  
available for members as a consequence of any changes made to the class timetable.  Courses: Please note that  
Pilates and Yoga courses except Sunday & Wednesday Pilates must be booked at the Community Enterprise Office  
023 80 692678.  Spin, Spin Intervals classes must be pre-booked via the Fitness Team on 023 80 603229.   
Places are issued on a first come first served basis.  Price: Selected classes available free to Monthly and Annual  
Sport and Fitness Members.   Non members prices vary depending on class type and time. 

 
 

Payable course

Fitness 
T i m e t a b l e 

Non members £5



Get a total body workout using all 
the major muscle groups.  This 
weight based class is designed 
to burn those calories while you 
shape, strengthen and tone your 
entire body.

Pump It

A choreographed aerobic workout 
using an elevated platform.  This 
fun energetic step aerobics class 
is a great cardiovascular workout 
which will have you burning 
calories in no time.

Step It Up

A studio cycling class on a static 
bike, using varied tempos and 
resistance.  This class will help 
you improve your fitness levels 
and increase your strength and 
endurance.

Spinning

An effective full body toning 
class, working on the basis of 
interval training.  A H.I.I.T based 
class which will work your whole 
body and accelerate fat loss 
and get you on the fast track to 
getting the results and fitness 
you want.

Kettlercise

High intensity interval training 
(HIIT), short sharp intervals of 
intense work, followed by a 
short rest period, an explosive 
energetic class that will help 
that excess fat melt away!  
Ending with an abs section to 
work on your core strength.

Ultimate Intervals 
& Abs

A dynamic and physical session using some of 
the principles of Yoga to assist in losing weight, 
improving bad posture, relieving stress as well as 
helping in the relief of many other common ailments.  
The form of yoga will help strengthen the body, relax 
the mind whilst at the same time create flexibility 
in the limbs, regulate hormones and help with the 
improvement in concentration and energy levels.

Hatha Yoga

More than just ‘strong abs’ or core strength.  
Pilates is an exercise system, connecting your 
mind and body focusing on stretching and 
strengthening the whole body to improve balance, 
muscle strength, flexibility and posture.  Catering 
for all abilities this class will aid you in your 
everyday life.

Pilates (Mixed)

Class Descriptions

Using a variety of boxing inspired 
training methods, including pad 
work and use of a free standing 
punch bag, this class will have 
you fighting fit.

Box Fit

A classic workout suitable for all 
fitness levels, moving from one 
exercise to the next working at 
your own level to give yourself a 
full body workout.

Circuits

A high intensity workout, with 
routines based on interval training, 
this workout will help transform 
your body without the use of any 
weights or equipment.

Shredded

This body conditioning class 
will use a variety of training 
techniques and exercises to help 
you improve your overall fitness 
and firm up. 

Total Tone

Suitable for all fitness levels and 
ability, work the whole body 
in this class that will put you 
through a range of exercises 
using different training methods, 
a fun way to wake yourself up 
and start your weekend.

Body Blitz

This classic legs, bums and tums 
class will put you through a warm 
up to ensure your muscles are 
ready for the toning exercises that 
will target your mid-section and 
lower body..

Legs Bums & Tums

Using static bikes, put yourself 
through this timed cycling 
session, short bursts of varied 
speed and varied resistance, 
intense work, followed by a 
short rest.  Ending with an 
abs section to tighten those 
tummies!

Spinning Intervals 
& Abs



Autumn Term 2018 - Second Half-Term 

Date      Event 
Mon 29 October    School re-opens
Mon 29 October – Fri 09 November  Year 9 Exams
Mon 05 – Fri 16 November  Year 10 Exams
Mon 05 – Fri 23 November  Year 7 Exams
Tues 13 November   Prizegiving
Thurs 29 November – Sat 01 December College Production “Mary Poppins”
Mon 03 – Fri 14 December  Year 11 Trial GCSE Exams 
Wed 19 December   Christmas Concert 
Fri 21 December    12.30pm School closes for Christmas

Spring Term 2019 - First Half-Term 

Date      Event
Mon 07 January    School re-opens for Spring Term
Mon 07 – Fri 25 January   Year 8 Exams
Tues 15 January    Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Tues 22 January    Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Mon 28 January – Fri 08 February  Year 9 Exams
Mon 04 – Fri 15 February   Year 7 Exams
Tues 05 February    Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Tues 12 February    Pyramid Vocal Festival
Fri 15 February    School Closes for Half Term
Mon 18 – Fri 22 February   Half Term Holiday 
Mon 25 February    INSET Day 

INSET DAYS 2019 
Mon 25 February    Mon 22 July
Fri 21 June    Tues 23 July

Dates for Your Diary

Contacting the College 
By phone – 02380 692679 
By email – enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.   
Or contact Pastoral and Curriculum 
Leaders directly via the ‘Contact and 
Payments’ page on the website at 
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk.   

Keeping in Touch with College Events  
Visit our website – 
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk 
Like us on Facebook – 
www.facebook.co.uk/WyvernCollege
Follow us on Twitter – @WyvernCollege     



02380 273 737 

The Workspace Specialists 
Interiors & Refurbishment 

• Fit-out Specialists 
 

• Design & Planning 
 

• Full Project Management 
 

• Interior & Exterior Refurbishment 
 

• Construcons & Structural Alteraons 
 

• Commercial & Industrial Properes 
 

• Educaonal Facilies 
 

• Office, Toilet & Kitchen Refurbishments 
 

• DDA Upgrades & Improvements 
 

• All Aspects of Mechanical & Electrical Work 

Local Authority Contractor 
 

• Hampshire 
• Dorset 
• Portsmouth 
• Surrey 
• West Sussex 
• Wokingham 
 
 
HP Contracts offer to undertake a survey and 
provide a full quotaon, complete with CAD  
drawings with no obligaon and no cost. 

Find us on: 
e: sales@hpcontracts.co.uk w: www.hpcontracts.co.uk 



ARE YOU DROWNING UNDER PAPERWORK

If you are de-cluttering old paperwork from your 
home or clearing your workplace documents, let us 
take away your frustration and shred it for you… 

Order your 5, 10 or 15 pack of shred 
sacks online today!  

From just £30 + VAT.

If you are an office and 
have regular volumes of 

confidential paper, our console shredding service keeps 
you secure and GDPR compliant. Our lockable Consoles 

are available in Beech, Grey or White… From just £15 
+VAT for our Bronze, 4-weekly collection service.

& YOUR SHREDDER ISN’T KEEPING UP?

Contact us today on 
01243 942009 

or email us
info@identitydestruction.co.uk

CERTIFICATE OF DESTRUCTION SUPPLIED

www.identitydestruction.co.uk
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