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English Language GCSE





GCSE English language reading; can you…

• Read and understand a range of texts from the 19th 20th and 21st century. These might be 
literature or literary non-fiction

• Develop the skills for the reading section in both exams, where questions test a range of skills 
including comprehension, collating and ordering information from more than one source, 
comparing texts, and evaluating texts as a critical reader would

• Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary – the texts will be complex, and in writing about them, 
students must be fluent themselves

• Use specialist subject terms, for example word classes, grammatical terms and other 
specialist words like metaphor, image, simile



Key skills?
Finding the implicit meaning in a text as well as what is explicit; 
inferring

Commenting on and explaining how writers use language and 
structure to affect the reader

Using evidence from the text to support your views

Being able to use specialist terms

Compare /contrast



GCSE English Language writing; can you…

Write effectively and coherently in standard 
English
Write in a range of styles; argue/persuade and 
describe/narrate
Use a wide vocabulary
Use grammar correctly and punctuate accurately
Edit and proof-read your work effectively







English Literature GCSE



 Read, understand and respond to texts
 Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response

• Use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate 
interpretations

• Analyse the language, form, structure used by the writer to create 
meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 
appropriate

GCSE English Literature; can you…

• Write about the context of the text and when it was written
• Compare two poems



English Literature GCSE

Paper 1

• Shakespeare and the 19th Century 
novel

• 2 extract-based tasks
• Requires knowledge of language and 

structural features, characters and 
plot, and key themes

• Close analysis of language and 
meaning, interpretation and 
response to a whole text

Paper 2

• Modern texts and Poetry

• 3 tasks
• Response to  the modern play

• Poetry comparison of Power and 
Conflict poetry cluster

• Unseen poetry analysis and 
comparison



Paper 1:Shakespeare and the 19th century novel

(4 marks for SPaG on the Shakespeare question!)







A Christmas Carol  Charles Dickens 

 

Answer both parts of the task: 

How does Dickens create a negative image of Scrooge as a character in this extract? 

How does Dickens extend and develop his characterisation of Scrooge in Stave 1? 

 Answer with close reference to the text: make sure you analyse specific examples from the 

extract and link your ideas to the character, setting and context of the novel. 

Oh! But he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone*, Scrooge! a squeezing, 

wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner! Hard and sharp as 

flint*, from which no steel had ever struck out generous fire; secret, and self-

contained, and solitary as an oyster. The cold within him froze his old features, 

nipped his pointed nose, shrivelled his cheek, stiffened his gait;* made his eyes 

red, his thin lips blue; and spoke out shrewdly in his grating voice. A frosty rime* 

was on his head, and on his eyebrows, and his wiry chin. He carried his own low 

temperature always about with him; he iced his office in the dog-days;* and 

didn't thaw it one degree at Christmas. 

Grindstone -  a stone used to sharpen knives  

Flint – very hard rock, used with a steel to create a spark to light a fire 

Gait –  his way of walking 

Rime – frost that forms on cold objects 

Dog-days – the hottest days of the year 

Sample Novel task





Modern texts and poetry

(4 marks for SPaG on An Inspector Calls!)







Sample poetry task

Task: A comparison of two poems, focussing on the following:

 The thoughts and feelings of the poets; and the impact these feelings 

have on the reader

 The writer’s intentions, and how they use language as a focus for their 

‘message’

 The contexts and the impact the context may have on the poem, and on 

the reader

 The methods the writer chooses to create particular images or moods 

in the poems



Exam dates

English Language
•Paper 1 

• 4th June 2019 AM
1 hr 45 mins

•Paper 2
• 7th June 2019 AM

1 hr 45 mins

English Literature
• Paper 1 – Shakespeare and 

the 19th C novel
• 15th May 2019 PM
• 1 hr 45 mins

• Paper 2 – Modern texts and 
Poetry

• 23rd May 2019 AM
• 2 hrs 15 mins



English ‘Final Lessons timetable’



Trials 2 Year 11 lesson grid – given to all students



Revision sessions: P6

• A range of session times will be available for your child:
• Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday P6 sessions

• Topic and skills-based – all sessions throughout the week will cover the same 
focus on skills and topics rather than content

• Sessions are open to all pupils 

• Both English Language and Literature skills will be covered 

• Revision sessions do not replace independent study or lesson time; they are 
to extend and support the practice of key skills



How can you help your child?

• Buy revision guides – many available from college
• CPG copies of Romeo and Juliet
• BBC bitesize and other websites recommended by English teachers
• Read the texts yourself so that you can discuss them at home
• Encourage your child to read the news, in print or online
• Discuss issues and world events so that your child gets used to 

expressing a point of view
• Familiarise yourself with the English exam, and the demands of each 

paper so you can help your child to be organised with revision
• Buy them lots of stationery!
• https://foldr.wyvern.hants.sch.uk/flinks/english-revision-2019

https://foldr.wyvern.hants.sch.uk/flinks/english-revision-2019


Suggestions for Year 11 Easter revision tasks
• Re-draft your English Language trial exam Reading tasks, ensuring you implement all the points raised in feedback. 

Then, re-draft a section of your writing tasks, using a thesaurus to help you extend the vocabulary choices made. 
(spend approximately 1 hr – 30 minutes per section; you will need to do this for both paper 1 and paper 2)

• Read a news story from a quality newspaper or BBC News online and write a summary of the information, and then 
continue to explore the writer’s perspectives: why has the writer chosen to write this article, what are their feelings 
about the topic, and where does the language show you these perspectives? Write for at least 20 minutes without 
stopping (TIME YOURSELF!)

• Find an interesting image or photo, and then write a detailed description, inspired by the image. PLAN your ideas 
first; then think about the structure and methods you will use to create detail and interest; write your text, ensuring 
you write for at least 30 minutes without stopping. TIME YOURSELF! Then proof-read your work as an examiner would 
– check your work at word, sentence and paragraph level, punctuation and structure.

• Make a set of cue cards which cover the main themes, characters and key quotations, and any relevant context for 
ALL literature set texts (Romeo and Juliet/Novel (A Christmas Carol or Jekyll and Hyde)/An Inspector Calls/Power and 
Conflict poems). Ask your parent or a friend to test your knowledge of these after creating and revising with the cue 
cards

• Read an extract from a piece of creative writing (novel/short story/autobiographical extract) and write a response in 
which you explore how the text has been structured for effect to interest the reader.

• Write a timeline of the key events in your Literature set texts – do this without the texts, and then re-read your set 
texts to check you have go the timeline right.

• Re-read your set Literature texts completely. – use an audio version if you like.

• Create a quiz for each Literature set text, which you could use to test your friend.


