
MARKING THE FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL 

The 9th of November marked the 30th anniversary of 

the fall of the Berlin Wall, a remarkable moment at the 

end of the 20th century that led to German 

reunification. Our Year 8 German students reflected 

on the events on a special lesson held that week.  

They first looked at why the wall was originally 

constructed and students were asked to imagine 

what life would have been like for those surrounded 

by the wall. They then learnt about the fall of the wall 

and what that meant not just for Germany but for Europe too. 

Inspired by the 30th anniversary, art installation “Vision in Motion” the class created their own artwork, which 

combined the German flag with messages written on handprints. Together their wall is a reminder of a pivotal 

moment of hope in world history. 

WELCOME  TO OUR  AUTUMN  TERM  NEWSLETTER 

It has been a pleasure to meet so many of you at college events this term. 

Thank you for your continued support of our recent changes. I particularly 

appreciate your help with our new restrictions to mobile phone use. I have 

been impressed with the students: 1250 teenagers have stayed off their 

phones for 6 and a half hours a day every day for 7 weeks! 

I hope you like the format and content of this newsletter. One of the themes 

coming out of the parent survey from the summer term was that you 

wanted to hear more about students' successes and achievements in 

college and also the opportunities available to your child. We hope our 

newsletters will now give you this. 

I have recently received the government's report comparing Wyvern's 2019 exam results with national averages. 

I am delighted to report that overall achievement (the progress made by students in their best 8 subjects) is 

significantly above the national average. Progress in the core academic (Ebacc) subjects of Maths, Science, 

Humanities (Geography and History) and Languages are all significantly above the national average, with 

progress in English not that far behind and improving on 2018. Progress in optional subjects is also strong; in 

particular it is significantly above the national average in Computing, Creative Imedia, Citizenship and Music. 

Such a success comes from a partnership of hard working students, committed, specialist staff and supportive 

parents. As we look to the new year, I hope that we can strengthen even further our home-college partnership.  

I wish you and you families the best of Christmases and a happy, healthy and successful 2020. 

Ben Rule, Headteacher 



YEAR  7—AUTUMN TERM REVIEW  
As the first term draws to a close, I would like to take the 

opportunity to celebrate the Magnificent Sevens! The wide-

eyed and fresh faced newcomers have settled in now and 

they are starting to put their own flavours to the Wyvern 

cocktail. 

The most obvious qualities that the new sevens possess are 

enthusiasm and dedication. They are almost without 

exception desperate to please and keen to contribute to 

Wyvern life. Elections for house captains, Tutor Reps, Charity 

Reps and Eco 

Reps were closely contested. Dozens of pupils have taken up 

additional reading lessons; the year group is well represented 

in the Reading Mountain Challenge and the staff running 

homework club are certainly kept busy by Year 7. 

 

Add to the mix a whole host of superstars in the world of sport 

and performing arts (providing key players in team fixtures at 

school productions) and you begin to get the measure of the 

cohort. The morals and manners of the year group impress 

me. Their work ethic and kindness are lovely to see. Perhaps 

that explains why the year group has earned over 10,000 

praise points and already received dozens of certificates. The 

attendance for the year group remains over 97%, remarkably 

with 112 still on 100% – nearly half the cohort! 

Special congratulations to 7A1 for claiming the attendance 

crown this year (98.2%), 7W2 for the highest average PRIDE 

score ( 4.71) and to 7A3 for the highest aggregate for P1  

awards ( 1200+).

It has been a happy and successful start to their time at 

Wyvern but two moments in particular standout for me: the 

activity day and the Christmas lunch. The pupils threw 

themselves into each occasion with typical gusto and humour. 

The teamwork and fun on display for the activity day was 

terrific, topped only by the sheer extent and joy of the 

Christmas dinner. The decorations were spectacular (see 

below). Well done to the tutor Reps for their hard work and 

creativity – especially 7A3 for winning the 

fiercely competitive Christmas display 

competition. The highlight for me though 

was the sudden and spontaneous 

eruption into song to belt out “DoThey 

Know it’s Christmas.” 

 

So a final thank you to the Magnificent 

Sevens,  its terrific tutors and Mrs Strand 

our superb pastoral assistant. Merry 

Christmas and a happy New Year. 

 

Mr Lines—Year 7 Pastoral Leader, 

 

YEAR 10—AUTUMN TERM REVIEW 

As ever, the Autumn term has been a busy one for 

Year 10. Students are well and truly underway with 

their GCSE course and already undertaking 

coursework for some subject areas. The first 

assessments of the term have been completed and 

the vast majority of students conducted themselves 

in an exemplary manner. The stresses of studying 

GCSEs are high and for many students this was a 

difficult time, but it remains an important preparation 

for future exams and is a valuable learning 

experience for all. 

Outside of lesson time, Year 10 have had the 

opportunity to take part in many events and trips. I am 

delighted to hear feedback of how students have 

represented the college and it always makes me 

proud. Year 10 have also participated in making up 

boxes for the annual Christmas shoebox appeal, 

raising money for charity, helping younger students as 

peer supporters and anti-bullying ambassadors. 

Soon, some of your sons and daughters will be turning 

their minds to the important consideration of whether 

to apply for the role of prefect. To me it signals the 

progress that this year group is making towards 

becoming the senior year group and the 

responsibilities that this entails. I look forward to 

reading all application letters. The deadline for this is 

Friday 10th January.  Students can find information 

about this in leaflets provided at tutor time. I look 

forward to reading them all! 

Year 10 have earned a good rest over the Christmas 

break and I hope that you also find time to relax and 

enjoy this family time. Wishing everyone a happy, 

healthy and safe Christmas. 

Mrs Burrows— Year 10, Pastoral Leader 



YEAR 11—AUTUMN TERM REVIEW  

I have been so impressed with how Year 11 have conducted themselves since returning to Wyvern as the senior year 

group of the school. They continue to be excellent role models for our younger students whilst many continue to contribute 

to the wider college life and all it has to offer. I was extremely pleased with how positive Year 11 students took to the new 

college rule on mobile phones. I have been delighted to see students communicating at break times, without a screen in 

front of them!  

There is no doubt that the realisation of only 7 months left at Wyvern has hit some students quite hard this term. That ‘light 

bulb’ has most definitely gone off for the vast majority of students. As a result, students have worked hard to produce 

some excellent personal statements as part of their college applications and prepared themselves for the trial GCSE ex-

ams. Their focused mind has been shown in the improved PRIDE score for many of the year group – a true reflection that 

their hard work will reap the rewards and I am hopeful this will be shown in their trial exam results. With regards to trial ex-

ams, the students have been fantastic and approached them with maturity and discipline. The exams team have been 

really complimentary about the year group through the whole process. I know this will put the students in a great position 

for the real thing next summer.  

May I take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for your continued support to both your son/daughter and the col-

lege. I am a very proud Pastoral Leader of what is a fantastic year group – a year group that demonstrates pride, person-

ality, enthusiasm and a willingness to look out for each other. Year 11 – enjoy a well-deserved break this Christmas, you most 

certainly deserve it!  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Mrs Kehoe– Year 11 Pastoral Leader 

YEAR 8—AUTUMN TERM REVIEW 

So many Year 8s returned in September looking very smart in the new uniform and equipped appropriately for 

learning.  We started the year on a high having heard that we had won the Fundraising Award for last academic 

year.  This was amazing and without the hard work and determination of 

the year group, the tutors and of course the support of you, our parents 

and carers, this would not have happened – thank you!    Brilliant effort Year 

8 – can we do it again?    

Our new body of tutor representatives were elected earlier this year and 

have met formally with Miss Sterland to share their views on various 

matters at Wyvern.  We also have our year representatives - James Light 

and Millie Newman; well done to everyone who put themselves forward for 

this important role.   

We enjoyed our Christmas lunch as a year group a couple of weeks ago 

and it was a huge success with some fabulously decorated tables.  Our 

Tutor Reps did their tutors and tutor groups proud with amazing table 

decorations. 

As a Pastoral Leader, it is always wonderful when staff make a point of praising a class or individuals within the 

year group.  I have had many compliments about Year 8 this half term and how hard they’re trying which is 

fantastic.  We are by no means at the end of the term however and as I write this article, I am looking forward to 

our Christmas Assembly this week and our chocolate raffle. 

Many thanks for reading and for your on-going support of Year 8.   

Have a wonderful Christmas!   

Mrs Howard, Year 8 Pastoral Leader 



This November 75 of our Year 9 students travelled up to the 
Birmingham NEC to attend the World Skills UK show. 

The morning before the visit, Southern Universities Network 
(SUN) were at the Year 9 assembly, preparing our visiting 
students, ensuring they could get the most from the event to 
inform and inspire their future choices. 

This massive exhibition with companies ranging across three 
halls at the NEC, split into sectors - Health, Hospitality and 

Lifestyle – Digital, Business and Creative – Engineering and Technology – 
Construction and Infrastructure. There were representatives from across the 
spectrum of employers including; the Armed Forces, NHS, Amazon, Coca Cola 
and BAE Systems. All of these companies wanted to demonstrate the array of 

Careers available including 
apprenticeships and training available to young people entering 
their employment. There was a chance to get hands on and 
experience some of the industries, many using virtual reality to 
give students an authentic feel for the work they could be doing 
in the future. 

In addition, there was an opportunity to watch the finals of the 
World Skills UK national championships. More than 500 
apprentices and students competed in over 70 different 
disciplines – battling to be the best in the UK.  Those taking part 
in the competitions were also hoping to secure the opportunity 
to represent the UK at the WorldSkills Finals, known as the ‘skills 
Olympics’ in Shanghai in 2021. 

Our students had a fantastic day and returned buzzing with all the information they had received. They now 
have a much wider view of the sorts of opportunities, training and careers that could await them and an 
understanding of the various pathways through education to get to them. 

Rugby Ambassadors @ Twickenham 

Wyvern Rugby Ambassadors are involved in coaching, training, support 

sessions from RFU coaches, matches, assemblies and trips. As part of the RFU 

All Schools Programme. Mrs Phillips took our four ambassadors to Twickenham 

to work with designers from Canterbury, creating a new rugby kit for the 

college. This involved activities that covered design, construction, perfecting 

and finalising the design. (see bottom, left).  

Canterbury are now working away, behind the scenes, to bring the shirts to life, 

and we should receive these in the spring term, ahead of the CBRE All Schools 

Shirt Unveil event. This will 

be taking place on Saturday 7th March at Twickenham 

Stadium, ahead of the England vs Wales Six Nations 

match.  

The event is a celebration of Wyvern’s (and other schools) 

involvement in the programme and a chance to show off 

our bespoke shirts to the crowds at Twickenham, ahead 

of an exciting Six Nations game. We are really looking 

forward to hearing from our representatives about, what is 

bound to be, an amazing experience. 



Conservation Club Campaigns 

Our college Conservation Club is leading the 
campaign for Wyvern to become a ‘Plastic Free 
School’ (from the charity Surfers Against Sewage, 
the awarding body). 
 
This involves several stages, challenges and 
actions in order for the school to have Plastic Free 
Status. The target is to try to reduce avoidable 
single-use plastic in school and at home. The 
college has five objectives to achieve in order to 
qualify. 
So far, Conservation Club has investigated the 
problem through surveys, litter picks and 
questionnaires. They have also interviewed the 
catering company that supplies food into our 
canteen and tuck shops. This process has allowed 
students to identify at least three single-use plastic 
items that could be eliminated from school 
permanently. The next stage is for students to 
publicise their findings to the school in assemblies, 
also challenging our school community to eliminate 
three single-use plastic items from home. 
 
In conjunction with this, Conservation Club is raising 
money for Sea Shepherd UK’s Ghostnet 
Campaign. Ghostnets are discarded (plastic) 
fishing nets that, for decades, kill and injure marine 
animals such as dolphins, turtles, whales. Sea 
Shepherd pull discarded fishing nets from out of UK 
waters so they no longer pose a threat.  
 
The Conservation Club has also spent time making 
objects to sell in order to raise funds to help this 
charity, especially for Christmas. This has involved 
making fully recyclable wrapping paper (hand-
printed), a range of Christmas tree decorations, 
and a plastic-free Christmas sweet delivery 
service in tutor time as well as individually designed 
animal badges. 
 

 

DAY OF EUROPEAN LANGUAGES—WYVERN VISITS FAIR 

OAK INFANT SCHOOL 

As part of our celebrations for European Day of Languages 56 

Wyvern students in Year 8 swapped their usual role and 

became teachers for a lesson. In pairs, they prepared a range 

of activities to teach German to pupils in Years 1 and 2 in Fair 

Oak Infant School. They showed real effort and enthusiasm to 

come up with ideas and create materials, in a very short period 

of time, with pupils being presented with stickers and 

certificates for their keen participation. Our students covered 

various topics including numbers, colours, animals, food, weather 

and sports amongst others and invented board games, card 

games and speaking 

and listening activities. 

We have some real 

teachers in the 

making and some of 

the FOI staff loved 

welcoming back past 

pupils, marvelling at 

how far they have 

come. Thank you to all 

who took part . 

 



Marvellous Movember 

Wyvern College have had another hugely successful Movember Campaign with 

sponsored moustache growing by our staff, dubbed the “Mo Bros” and students 

making and selling special badges. After an incredible month of donations and 

fundraising, we managed to raise more than £2600. That is a stunning 

achievement and we are delighted to say that it makes 2019 our most 

successful Movember. We have also continued our proud tradition of being one 

the highest ranked schools in the Movember Schools Challenge. 

Friends, family, staff and students have been so generous and the money raised 

will make a huge difference to the Movember cause. The campaign is crucial in 

communicating important messages about men's health issues, with the 

charity's focus on testicular cancer being particularly relevant to our Year 10 and 

11 boys. Staff talked frankly about their 

experiences and helped to demystify testicular 

cancer, discussing the facts as well as common 

misconceptions. 

Our picture shows our Mo Bros with some of the 

students that brilliantly supported them. 

WYVERN GEOGRAPHY ROCKS! 

Wyvern Geography department and our Year 7 and 9 

students have undertaken a project, combining inspir-

ing artistry and travel. 

Students painted geographical pictures or messages 

of positivity on rocks and have hidden them around 

the school site. Each rock is labelled with 

@wyverngeographyrocks which links to an Instagram 

account. The idea is that people will find them and 

post their finds online. They will then keep them or re-

hide! 

We were hoping to see some would travel quite a 

way this summer as some students took them away 

on holiday.  As you can see we have had rocks turn up 

in some far flung locations. Let’s hope they travel onto 

more. 

SHOW US YOUR (ODD) SOCKS! 

On Tuesday 12th November, Wyvern College celebrated Odd 

Sock Day. 

Odd Socks Day formed part of Anti-Bullying Week. It is a chance 

to celebrate that we are all unique.  

The day sends an important message to people that they 

should be allowed to be themselves, free from bullying, and helps 

us celebrate Anti-Bullying Week in a fun and positive way. 

Thanks to all the students and staff members that dug out their 

oddest socks and wore them with real style. 



Wyvern Community Well-Being Group 

I have just undertaken a two day training course to 

become Wyvern’s Designated Senior Mental Health 

Lead. I am also on the Eastleigh Health and Well-

being board.  

As part of Wyvern’s mission to make well-being a 

continued priority we have launched a number of 

well-being questionnaires for both students and 

parents. 

The results have been collected in and will be 

analysed by the newly formed Wyvern Community 

Well-Being group and discuss what we can do to 

support students and parents in our local community. 

Wyvern’s  Community Well-Being Group will be made 

up of community champions who have experience 

of working in Mental Health and Well-being or are 

passionate about supporting well-being in our 

community. 

The first task  for the group will be to deliver a Well-

being Conference at Wyvern on Saturday 14th March 

2020. 

I would like the conference to be driven and 

supported by the community. 

The first meeting will be on Thursday 9th 

January  2020 from 6 -7.30 pm at Wyvern 

College -  Email 

c..macdonald@wyvern.hants.sch.uk  if you are 

interested in being part of the group and 

looking to attend the first meeting. 

Cheron MacDonald 

Head of Learning Support  

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Mental  

Health First Aider 

WELL-BEING MATTERS

 

Wyvern College 

supported World Mental 

Health Day, on Thursday 

9th October. Information/

activity packs 

were prepared for 

all our tutors to 

share with their 

tutor groups and 

our staff showed 

their support by 

wearing yellow, or 

a yellow 

accessory. 

We also had a representative from the School Nurse 

Team visiting during break 1, promoting the CHAT 

Health scheme for teenagers. ChatHealth is a 

confidential text messaging service that enables 

children and young people (aged 11-19) to contact their 

local public health nursing (school nursing) team. 

mailto:c.macdonald@wyvern.hants.sch.uk


GYMNASTIC S FOR ALL COMPETITION 

On the Sunday 1st December we at Wyvern Community Gymnastics Club held our 

annual Gymnastics For All (GfA) competition. This year we had a bigger turn out of 

over forty competitors from three different clubs - from Wyvern, Fair Oak Juniors 

and Fleming Park Gymnastics club. 

The gymnastics competed on three apparatus - the vault, floor and trampette - 

where the scores of each were added up to produce a final and overall score, 

these scores were then used to determine the winners of each year group. We 

also handed out three special trophies, one for each apparatus, to the gymnast 

who received the lowest deductions on each specific piece of apparatus. 

This year many of the scores were much closer than before, showing the 

improvement of all our gymnasts as a whole and we couldn't be prouder of them. 

Furthermore, for the first time in the clubs competition history one gymnast 

received a score of over 30! 

As usual we had our cake, gymnastic kit and leotard sale, where with the help of 

Coach Adrie's mum and a gymnast's parent we were able to raise over £200 towards 

our club apparatus fund. 

All the money we raise goes 

back into our club, buying new 

apparatus for the gym and 

providing a better gymnastics 

experience for all the gymnasts. 

From the money we raised last 

year we were able to buy an air track that the gymnasts use both in 

training and at the competition. 

We'd like to congratulate those who took part in the 

competition, and thank everyone who came to watch and 

support our club. We hope to see you all in the new year! 





The Hampshire Book Award (HBA) Winner 

Shell by Paula Rawsthorn was the winner of 

the HBA 2019. It is a fabulous science fiction 

thriller. It is about Lucy who has exhausted all 

available treatment for terminal cancer; 

then she wakes up cancer free, but not in a 

body she recognises. This book explores 

new technologies and moral 

consequences. How far would you go to 

save the life of someone you love? The 

Wyvern readers for the HBA where 

amongst other schools invited to Winchester in November for the presentation of the award 

to Paula Rawsthorn. It was a real celebration of the joy that reading brings. Paula Rawsthorn 

has written two other teen thrillers, Blood Tracks and The New Boy. They are all well worth 

reading.  

Wyvern Reading Cloud  

Reading is the most useful skill to enable children to succeed in every subject. At Wyvern 

students now have access to The Reading Cloud. The Reading Cloud is a fantastic 

online site designed to engage students and parents in reading for pleasure. It is part of 

our library management system. Students can log in at home as well as in College. They 

can search for books, find out if they are available in Wyvern library, reserve a book, read 

or write reviews or check on their past loans. It is a fabulous way of parents being 

involved with what their children are reading and what the books are about.  

The Reading Cloud is accessed via the Wyvern website: Wyvern Online Services, drop down menu, Wyvern 

intranet, library portal app. Log in using your library barcode number as your user name and the password is 

wyvern, then choose Wyvern College. The students’ barcode number is available from the library. 

Wyvern Book Club  

We are reading two books over the Christmas period; A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor  Towles and Snow 

Falling on Cedars by David Guterson. The first is a gentle uplifting book. The reader is 

transported to 1922, The Metropol, Moscow, where Count Alexander Ilyich Rostov has 

been under house arrest since he was sentenced by the Bolsheviks. He 

learns a different way of living.  The second is an award winning thriller. It 

is a gripping, tragic atmospheric suspense novel; part courtroom 

drama, part murder mystery and part history of Japanese/American 

culture during WW2. We will be meeting in Wyvern library on Tuesday 

28th January @ 7.00. If you would like to join our discussion. Please email 

j.charles@wyvern.hants.sch.uk for more information.  



CHRISTMAS IN GERMANY 

Earlier this month, a group of 25 of our German language students travelled to Cologne and Bonn to sample the wonderful 

Christmas markets and visit other places of interest. 

Day one started with students having to navigate the German public transport system to reach the centre of Cologne. 

They first visited the Cathedral Christmas Market and then moved on to a second Christmas market, where they had the 

opportunity to use their German to buy gifts and souvenirs. Finally they visited a pizzeria where they used their German 

again to order their food. 

Day Two saw the group move to Bonn, to experience another market and visit the Haus der Deutschen Geschichte (The 

Museum of German History) which covered the momentous period from the end of the 2nd World War through to the pre-

sent day. The exhibits covered everything from the process and period of German partition, through the reunification, right 

up to the present and the arrival of refugees from the Syrian conflict. Lunch was purchased in Bonn with our students, 

once again, testing out their language skills. They then returned to Cologne and went to the Christmas Market by the fa-

mous chocolate factory. That evening they all had to complete a booklet that detailed the spoken and written German 

they had employed during the trip. 

The last day was spent in Essen where the group visited a Museum for the Senses, that was housed in the building of a 

former coalmine – it proved to be a very “hands on” experience. Then it was time to head home. 

Overall, it was a fantastic festive trip enjoyed by everyone. 

We would like to wish you all a fantastic 

festive holiday and look forward to 

seeing  everyone back on the  

6th January 2020. 


