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GOODBYE YEAR 11 

On Friday 20th March Wyvern College held a very special Year 11 

Assembly. As a result of the COVID-19 directive from the Government, 

this was the last day before the closure of all schools and colleges in 

England, effectively ending our Year 11’s time at Wyvern College.  

On Thursday their tutors and members of the Senior Leadership Team, 

had spoken to them all, realising the huge curveball that had been thrown 

into their lives. No more revision, no exams, none of the usual end of 

school activities experienced by Year 11s gone by (continued page 2). 

Welcome—Help Shape the Future. 

Here, in our latest newsletter, is a celebration of things that took place in college before we closed due to 

COVID-19. It gives you a flavour of the different opportunities and support available to students during 

normal term time and I hope you find it informative. 

We are coming to the end of the 5 term phase of our current improvement plan. The improvements we 

have been working on were largely defined by what you, our parents, told us you wanted us to improve. 

Your top 5 priorities back then were to improve student behaviour, the college uniform, communication, 

information about what your child studies in college and guidance on how to support your child at home 

with their learning. You identified the following as the main strengths to the college: the extra-curricular 

activities, the number of courses available to your child to study, the quality of personal and pastoral care 

for students and the approachability of staff. 

In order for us to continue to focus on the things that matter most to you, I have issued another parent 

survey. Once again, the results of this survey will be used to set the priorities. Thank you to the 200 

parents who have already completed it. If you haven't yet done so, there is still time. It will only take you 

10 minutes to do and we would really appreciate hearing your views. The link to the survey is 

here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XDGX3CR 

It might be that you feel we still have a lot of work to do on the priorities from the last improvement plan 

or you may feel that we now need to address different issues. 

The improvement plan is also written in response to the changing demands from the government. Since 

the last survey, the national focus has moved onto the quality of the curriculum within each subject. 

Schools across the country are being challenged to ensure that students "know more and remember 

more" by carefully crafting the curriculum where learning at any point builds upon what students have 

previously learnt and prepares them for what they will learn next. There is a big national drive to help 

students remember things as they progress through their education in order to make connections 

between learning within and across different subjects. We are 

therefore working hard to put these things in place. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank you for your continued support of the 

college, especially during these most difficult of times. We look forward 

to happier days ahead when we can once again be together with your 

children in our classrooms, supporting them, academically and 

pastorally, to be the very best version of themselves. 

Ben Rule, Headteacher. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XDGX3CR
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SKI TRIP 2020 

During February half term, 42 students from Years 9, 10 and 11 enjoyed 7 

days of thrilling alpine skiing. The students made the most of the long drive 

through France, Germany and across the border to the Austrian resort of 

Saalbach. We have been visiting the area as a college for the last 10 years 

and have seen it grow during that time to become one of the best resorts in 

the world! So good, in fact that the weekend we arrived they were hosting the 

Alpine Ski World Cup for the first time! 

The week started with the students meeting their instructors. After a short period 

of getting to know one another all the students quickly realised that they were 

going to have a great holiday. Most found their 'skiing legs' really early and were 

able to snow plough stop and turn, before progressing to parallel turns and 

carving later in the week. It was obvious that everyone was having fantastic time 

and learning lots in the process. 

Every evening we had a different activity planned. On Sunday we went Ice 

skating, whilst on Monday we watched the local ice hockey team play a 

match against their rivals. On Tuesday we went on a one and a half km 

toboggan run through the forest. We also had an 

'in-house' games night, before going to a club in 

the local town of Zell am See for a fancy dress 

disco. Everyone joined in with the entertainment 

provided each night and despite the late bedtimes 

the students were up early every morning to get out 

on the slopes the next day. 

The trip was a great success and although there were 

lots of tired bodies on the coach for the journey 

home, nobody could stop talking about the week 

they had just had and the memories they would 

keep for a lifetime. 

The Wyvern ski trip has always been something 

that students will never forget and this year was no 

different. We look forward to returning in 2021! 

Goodbye Year 11 (continued)  

In the immediate aftershock of the announcement things were upsetting and confusing.  

Pastoral Leader, Laura Kehoe, was self-isolating but that did not stop her and pastoral assistant Nicky 

Strand from making sure that, at the very least, our students would get their Leaver’s Assembly. In just 24 

hours, with the eager assistance of  many members of staff, they put together a great send off. There 

were photos (and lots of laughs), speeches and a special adapted version of “True Colours” from Trevor 

Williams. Our head boy and girl gave moving tributes to their peers and teachers, bestowing on our head, 

Ben Rule, a most precious “thank you” gift—a toilet roll! 

Lots of staff members attended, many coming in on a normal day off. Thanks to our IT Manager, Connel 

Rock, students and staff in isolation were also able to join us via FaceTime etc —and this included Mrs 

Kehoe, who certainly deserved to be there to see the hard work pay off. 

After the assembly concluded, the Year 11 students were afforded the traditional walk of honour—

complete with a confetti canon salute from the staff.  These have been extraordinary times for everyone 

but Year 11 did themselves proud with the way they coped with their last two days at school. We hope we 

gave them at least some of the send off that they deserved and wish them all the very best  as the move 

on to Year 12.  
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This year’s college production was HONK! a musical adaptation of 

the Hans Christian Andersen story ‘The Ugly Duckling,’ incorporating 

a message of tolerance.  Since it first hatched in 1993, Stiles & 

Drewe's musical, Honk!, has winged its way around the world in over 

8,000 productions and in many different languages. It has been a 

winner of multiple awards, including the 2000 Olivier Award for Best 

Musical.  

The production was in a new “timeslot” this year, moving from 

December to February, but that didn’t stop large audiences flocking 

(yes, pun intended) to the four showings, including, for the second 

year, a Saturday matinee – ideal for the very young to come along 

and join in the fun. 

They were treated to a super show, where the cast were all 

transformed into farmyard birds and animals through creative 

costumes and make up. Great songs like, “The Joy of 

Motherhood”,“Hold Your Head Up High”, “Wild Goose Chase” and 

“Warts And All” had the audience tapping feet, clapping hands and 

wiping the odd tear away. All the young cast and crew proved that 

Wyvern seems to have an endless supply of deeply creative talent. 

Congratulations to directors Gary Appleton and Keith Wiggans, and 

the team from Music and Drama department for such a great 

production. 

...some of the key messages I hope our students will 

take away from Honk: stop judging yourself and stop 

judging other people. Make peace with your body; 

recognise that a person’s worth and value rests in 

their character and their choices, not in their wealth or 

their appearance. Accept that beauty takes many 

forms but usually comes from being an authentic and 

natural version of yourself…… Honk is a great, fun 

and energetic celebration of all these important 

values.  

Ben Rule, Headteacher 

“My admiration is unreservedly for the 

talented cast of students - many of them 

treading the Wyvern boards for the first time, 

and for the very finest team of musicians, led 

by Bryan Postlethwaite, technicians led by 

Andy Veale, with grace and utter 

professionalism and not forgetting the 

unsurpassed talents of Matilda Bell and Vicki 

Welsh for their outstanding work with the 

choreography and singing in this 

production.” 

Gary Appleton, Director 
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PE HALL OF FAME 

Each year, Wyvern students are invited to submit their sporting achievements in the hopes of 

gaining a place in the PR Hall of Fame. The applicants should be playing a sport or sports at a 

county level (or above), although this is not always possible where the organizing bodies for a 

sport are not organised on county lines. What the candidates need to show is that they are 

competing at a high level. 

The students are interviewed, and a panel will then decide which will be inducted into that year’s 

Hall of Fame.  Tenancy in the hall is for that year only – those wishing to remain must re-apply in 

the following Autumn term.  

The successful students are inducted at a special ceremony, usually around the end of 

November, beginning of December. Guest speakers, former Wyvern students from the world of 

professional sport, are invited to give a talk about their experiences and life lessons. This year it 

was Fletcher Middleton, Hampshire Under-19 cricketer. 

The Hall of Famers have portrait photos taken and these are placed in the PE corridor in 

recognition of their achievements and hopefully inspiring other students to come forward and 

apply in the next year.  

What often surprises our PE department is the range of sports played by our students and the 
number that are doing so to a very high standard. Although lots of sports are offered at the 
college, many more are out there being enjoyed by our students. This year we inducted 
footballers, swimmers, athletes, cricketers, horse riders, gymnasts, golfers and marshal artists. 
The Hall of Fame is a great way of identifying vast hidden sporting talent that lies amongst our 
student body. 

WYVERN COLLEGE @ TWICKENHAM  

In our Autumn newsletter we told you about Wyvern 

Rugby Ambassadors trip to Twickenham to work with 

designers from Canterbury on creating a new rugby kit 

for the college. This involved activities that covered 

design, construction, perfecting and finalising the 

design. We were invited as part of the England RFU’s 

All Schools Programme – lucky to get selected from the 

750 schools participating. 

On Saturday 7th March, ahead of the England vs Wales 

Six Nations match, one of our ambassadors, Matt, Mrs 

Philips and Mr English headed back to Twickenham. 

There we were presented with our new shirts and had 

them signed by England players Lewis Ludlam and 

Cath O’Donnell, during a meet and greet session with the internationals. 

Matt, along with the ambassadors from other schools, acted as the flag 

bearers on the pre-match presentations. As if that were not enough, they 

then got to watch a thrilling 

England victory. 

The new shirts have been 
delivered to the college – 
hopefully it will not be too long 
before they are being worn by 
our girls and boys at fixtures. 
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Wyvern College has a team of skilled professionals providing pastoral care across all our years. In this 

issue of our newsletter, we would like to at some of the specialist areas provided to support students with 

issues that could be overwhelming without this added provision. 

At the centre of this provision is the Wyvern Hub that brings together our Pastoral Head, Pastoral Admin 

Officer, Family Support Co-ordinator, Well Being Advisor and Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. 

They review the intervention referrals raised by our team of pastoral assistants that identify students in 

need of additional support. The Hub then refers them to the appropriate team/s for that support. They can 

also call upon external agencies like Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) and Eastleigh 

Youth Counselling, if it is felt extra support is required. 

Below, we highlight some of these specialist pastoral services that are available to our students in the 
college. 

Young Carers 
There are many young people in the country who live in households where one or more of the members 

has increased care needs. For these students, it important that they receive support from both the college 

and social services to help them navigate the emotional and logistical 

challenges of being a carer, whilst receiving the education they deserve. 

 

Emily Gilbert, the pastoral assistant for Year 9 & 10, and Sue Foster, our Family 

Support Coordinator, run a support group for our young carers at Wyvern. They 

offer a termly drop in for students, allowing opportunity to discuss and share 

issues with the pastoral staff and others in the same position, and a homework 

club on Wednesdays. They also organize one off events for the students – and 

have received donations from the Rotary Club to enable these.  

On the 30th of January, we held a Young Carers Awareness Event during both 

breaks. There was a display and Mrs Gilbert was on hand to discuss the groups 

aims, not just with the members but the wider student body; raising awareness 

of the challenges some of their peers face. On the following Monday, the Trustees met with two groups of 

carers to discuss how the college was helping them and ask if there were other ways in which they would 

like to be supported. 

 

This year, the school has achieved a Bronze Award from the Young Carers in School programme run by 

the Children’s’ Society. The college had to submit evidence that it was supporting five key strategies in its 

support. 

• UNDERSTAND - There are assigned members of staff with 

responsibility for understanding and addressing young carers 

needs. 

• INFORM - Awareness is raised by sharing knowledge about 

disability, illness and young carers throughout the school. 

• IDENTIFY - Young carers are being identified within your 

school. 

• LISTEN - They are listened to, consulted with and given time 

and space to talk. 

• SUPPORT - Young carers are supported within the school 

and signposted to whole family resources and services 

outside school. 

 
Headteacher, Ben Rule writes, “I am delighted that they [the Children’s Society] have recognised the 
quality of the support at Wyvern. Emily Gilbert and Sue Foster have given our young carers the 
opportunity to discuss their problems, to share their experiences with other carers and to help them 
overcome the challenges they face on a daily basis.” 

FOCUS ON PASTORAL CARE 
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Bereavement  Group 

This group, led by Sue Foster (Family Support 

Coordinator) and Angie Gott (Well Being Advisor), 

looks to support any students that has suffered a 

close bereavement before or during their time at 

Wyvern. Understandably this type of loss can have a 

huge impact on a young 

person. The group allows 

them to meet with others 

that have experienced the 

same, to share and 

discuss their feelings. 

Older students are often 

able to offer comfort to the 

younger. Every year the 

group is responsible for 

decorating the Christmas 

tree in the reception area. 

They make decorations that bear messages to those 

that have died. They also visit our memorial garden 

and place ribbons of remembrance on the tree and 

flowers in the vases at significant times of year. 

The group is successful in helping these students 
come to term with their loss and other schools have 
visited and used it as a template for a group in their 
own setting. One such school, Hamble, have recently 
won award for theirs’ and thanked Wyvern for the 
part they played in helping them get established. 

Glow 

Sue Foster and Katie Bruce, our Careers  and 

WRL Coordinator, run the GLOW group. This 

group supports students where there is a history 

or ongoing issue with addiction in the family 

home. Each child is issued with a credit card that 

lists some crucial care numbers they can call 

along with personal details that can be used by 

assisting persons in keeping them safe. 

They can talk openly and take part in activities 
designed to relax and reassure. They also discuss 
coping mechanisms and are given leaflets to help 
them identify and understand when they might 
need to seek help.  

At the end of the first term, the staff at Wyvern 
donated small gifts of chocolate and other treats 
to be made up into Christmas Eve bags; these 
were given to the members of the group. It was 
our collective way of 
trying to show these 
students that they are 
seen and supported.  

As one student 
commented “Wow, this 
school really looks after 
us..”. 

 

Well Being Advisor 

Our Wellbeing Advisor is Angie Gott. She provides emotional support for identified students. Sessions are 

weekly, lasting up to one hour, for six weeks. For the past 5 years Miss Gott has also provided relaxation 

classes for Year 11 – to help them combat exam anxiety. This year she held a special one off to help Year 

11 students that has found the sudden end to the school year particularly difficult. Miss Gott also runs our 

Gardening and Craft Clubs. 

The Gardening Club meet in the second two terms of the year, when the 

weather should be warmer and the evening lighter. The main garden is 

situated between the finance offices and English classrooms. Here the group 

grow some flowers but mainly fruit and vegetables in a number of raised 

beds. They also look after the flower tubs around 

the college, adding some lovely colour to our 

outside spaces, and the memorial garden in the 

MFL area. The members learn the basic science 

behind the horticulture – with much of their produce 

being grown from seed. 

The Craft Club also meets in the second and third 

terms – after school on a Tuesday. They enjoy a wide variety of crafts; knitting, 

crochet, sewing, decoupage. In the Spring Terms they have been making 

crochet lap blankets which they are going to donate to Sunnybank House Care 

Home, opposite the school. 
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Wyvern celebrates La Fête des Rois 

At the beginning of January this year our Year 7 classes all 

enjoyed celebrating the French tradition of La Fête des Rois 

during their French lessons here at Wyvern. Translated, this 

means the Festival of the Kings, and it is a tradition that marks 

Epiphany in France on 6th January. The celebrations centre 

around the eating of a 

“Galette”, which is a type of 

pie filled with a frangipane 

centre. Hidden inside the 

sweet almond filling is a 

“fève”, often a small 

porcelain figurine or other 

trinket; the cake needs to 

be eaten with the utmost 

care, until someone finds 

this surprise in his or her 

piece. The youngest person 

in the room has to sit under 

the table and call out the 

names of the people in the room in the order they are to receive 

their cake, which means the person cutting and serving the 

Galette is not able to decide who gets the fève. Everybody then 

eats at the same time. The person finding the fève becomes 

either King or Queen, must wear a crown, and then choose 

someone else in the room to be their regal partner.  

As a lead up to the main celebration our students learnt the 
traditional song that goes with the tradition “J’aime la Galette”, 
looked at the story “Roule Galette”, which is like a French 
version of The Gingerbread Man and then studied the recipe of 
how to make the Galette itself. So many of our pupils took on 
the challenge of making one themselves at home – we have a 

lot of budding chefs amongst our 
Year 7 classes! Bon Appetit ! 

ABI UND STOLLEN 

Our Year 7 students studying French 

as their first language this year but it 

is important to look at celebrations 

taking place in other parts of Europe. 

During tutor time 7W1 looked at how 

Germany is responsible for so many 

of the Christmas traditions we now 

enjoy here. We rather felt that we 

would like to adopt the tradition of 

Sankt Niklaus, where children leave 

their shoes outside the door in the 

hope of them being filled with little 

presents and tasty treats. 

Abi took on a challenge of her own. 

She decided to bake the traditional 

German delicacy – Stollen. Rich in 

fruit and marzipan and showered in 

icing sugar it is hard to resist ! In a 

recent careers survey Abi shared her 

dream of becoming a chef. By the 

look of these pictures she looks all set 

to make that dream come true ! Guten 

Appetit ! 

Nur Wenn du Hier Wärest* 

We are so lucky to live in a beautiful area of 

the UK. Our Year 8 German classes have 

been celebrating the local facilities in style 

by producing some very attractive booklets 

informing would be visitors of what 

our local towns and villages have to 

offer. We thinks we have some 

future web designers, tourist guides 

and graphic artists in the making— 

let alone true linguists. 

*Wish You Were Here 

Modern Foreign Languages NEWS 



 8 

It has been another very busy term.  

The club undertook some emergency fundraising for the WWF, following the 

terrible bush fires in Australia. Elizabeth in Year 7 got busy knitting “joey 

pouches” for kangaroos and club members made and sold Koala shaped 

biscuits and badges. They also held Bush Tucker Trials – where students and 

teachers dared each other to try various insect-

based snacks (all available from Amazon). 

Their efforts generated £140 and 

plenty of very funny faces as the 

taste of the snacks kicked in. 

The group made a presentation to 

the Fair Oak and Horton Heath Parish Council – and will now 

attend regular meetings with the Climate Change Task Group. 

The council liked many of the club’s ideas and are hoping to 

adopt some of the suggest initiatives. They like the idea of 

Gumdrop bins (which collect spent chewing gum for recycling) 

placed in the parish parks. And the Hedgehog Highway 

service – creating gaps, in requesting residents’ fences, to 

allow hedgehogs to travel easily between gardens. They are 

also interested in the “Say No to the Mow” initiative for some 

areas they maintain and are going to ask the school community to help 

identify candidate areas. 

The group also met with our college site team to talk about the decline in 

pollinators and identifying possible “no-mow” zones. The site teams had some 

thoughts to feedback and they then discussed putting up bird boxes (that the 

club have made from recycled crates). 

The group helped the Eco Reps in Year 7 research and prepare the “Plastic 

Free School” presentations in tutor time. This was designed to inform 

everyone about ways in which we can reducing plastic usage in school and at 

home. See the inset boxes for ideas of small changes that we can all make at 

school and home.  

Lastly, in conjunction with our feeder schools, 
there are plans to establish Walking School 
Buses – where volunteers gather children at 
pre-planned stops and accompany them to 
make sure that they walk to school safely. Not 
only would this be a good initiative to cut 
down on traffic emissions but also a great 
way for children to get more daily exercise. 

Catching up with Conservation Club 

PLASTIC FREE SCHOOL 

SMALL choices everyday, can make a BIG difference 

 Remember your refillable water bottle every day 

 Avoid single-use plastics in your packed lunch 
and snacks 

 Recycle your pens in school 

 Refuse a single-use plastic bag and take your 
own 

 Resist a straw 

 Avoid single-use packaging for take-aways and 
ready meals 

 Refuse take-away cups 

 Put all plastic litter in bins 

 Grab a handful of plastic pollution each time you 
visit a park or beach 

REDUCING PLASTIC AT HOME 

SMALL choices everyday, can make a BIG 
difference 

 Swap shower gel (in plastic bottles) 
for soap. 

 Instead of pods use laundry powder 
in recyclable cardboard boxes. 
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Wyvern Book Group 
 
Wyvern Books Group started 13 years ago in 2007, and 
still has some original members, with others coming and 
going as their circumstances change. Over this time, we 
have read an astonishing 128 books.  
 
The book group meets every 4-6 weeks. It is a friendly 
group of 12 made up of Wyvern staff, ex-staff, parents 
of Wyvern students and members of the local 
community. We are all women although men are very 
welcome to join us.  
 
We choose the books by asking members if they have 
any suggestions or recommendations, then we make 
the final choice by consensus. Sometimes we may read 
two books if the holidays are approaching and so we 
have more time. The books can be about absolutely 
anything. We have read a lot of fiction, from different 
genre, also non-fiction ; In Cold Blood by Truman 
Capote, biographies; This Boy by Alan 
Johnson, Memoirs: Dadland by Keggie Carew, 
Children's fiction: Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg 
Sloan, young adult fiction: Piglettes by Clementine 
Beauvais. 
 

There group haven’t enjoyed every book that they have 
read but some have been loved by all 
readers including All The Light We Cannot See by 
Anthony Doerr.  

The most worthwhile book we have read recently was The Overstory by Richard Powers. It is about the 
importance of trees, focusing on the role trees play in the eco systems of the earth and why we shouldn't 
be cutting them down. This book wasn't the best, most enjoyable read, but incredibly important.  
 
Some of the books I've read with the group haven't been fully understood, like Eileen by Ottessa 
Moshfegh and it's by discussing them with the group that we can understand it better. The book which 
most divided the group was probably Milkman by Anna Burns, a fabulous writer, but some readers 
couldn't get on with the characters having no names. It is a first-person narrative delivered by Middle 
Sister, and all of the characters are unnamed, but are labelled in relation to Middle Sister.  
 
This is why book clubs are so good; we can all share our thoughts on what we have all just read and the 
effect they have had on us. It is an enjoyable community activity. 
 
If you would like to know more about the Wyvern Book Group contact Jane Charles via 
enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk. 

Book Fair 
 
Wyvern holds an 
annual Scholastic 
Book Fair. It always 
coincides, as near as 
possible, with World 
Book Day, towards the 
end of February, beginning of March. We 
always invite the year 7 and 8 to come to the 
book fair during an English lesson, so they have 
time to browse the shelves. It is a good 
opportunity for the English teachers to promote 
books and reading in general, discussing their 

favourite books. If 
students from any other 
year express an interest 
in visiting the fair, it will be 
arranged. 
 
The College, too, benefits 
from the fair and this year 
the students brought 
books totalling £850 
pounds. A huge thank you 
to our parents and 

guardians. This means that the library has a 
60% commission on free books, over £500 
worth of books. We invite students to choose 
books for the library which they would like to 
read, so even if a student doesn't buy their own 
book, they still get to read it as a library book. 

mailto:enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk
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CELEBRATING WORLD BOOK DAY 

Our staff always love rising to the challenge of dressing as literary favourites to mark World Book Day in 

March. 

It is a great opportunity to promote discussions about all sorts of books and celebrate the joy of reading. 

Please enjoy a selection from this year’s gallery of rogues, heroes and mythical creatures! 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

At present our Wyvern Sports & Fitness is 

closed in line with the Governments COVID-19 

instructions. 

When we are able to re-open, the following 

courses and clubs will be available again. Keep 

checking our website or Facebook page for 

more information. 

Community News, Clubs and Courses 


