
Dear Parent/Carer, 

I do hope you and your family are well. This letter is designed to give you a round-up of 

news and updates on a range of issues. It is therefore quite lengthy so I have put sub-

headings in for you to easily find and focus on the things that affect you and your child.  

From the outset, though, I want to thank you for the work you are doing to support your 

child’s learning at home, at a time when many of you are busy with or anxious about your 

own work and/or extended family. There is no one way to organise your child’s learning from 

home so please don’t be put off if others are telling you they are doing it differently. It is 

perfectly okay for students to be doing work at different times than the college day; many 

need it broken up with breaks and down time in between sessions. A well rounded education 

isn’t just about knowledge and studying – taking time out to do things with you or another 

family member are important too. We have had reports of large groups of students gathering 

in Bishopstoke Woods. If necessary, please do reinforce the importance of social distancing 

to your child.  

We will not be setting any work for students to complete over the Easter holidays. This is a 

chance for students who have worked hard for the last two weeks to have a break, as they 

normally would, and a chance for those who have not worked hard to catch up! 

 PARENT SURVEY  

Thank you to the 150 parents who have completed the online parent survey. If you have not 

yet had a chance to complete, it only takes 10 minutes to do, the more responses we get, 

the better informed I will be of the areas of college life that you consider to be strengths and 

those you would like us to improve further. You can access the survey here. Closing date 

15th April. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XDGX3CR 

ACCESS TO REMOTE LEARNING RESOURCES 

Wyvern’s remote learning resources at this stage is file access through using Foldr, email 

access using Webmail and access to The Wyvern Cloud server, for applications you don’t 

have installed locally on your home systems.  

The most efficient way to work remotely is to install the Foldr app to your home systems. The 

app can be installed from the Foldr web portal via Wyvern Online Services on the College 

website. I attach a help sheet here for you to do this.  

Due to the substantial work being done on the IT infrastructure we will not be investigating 

any new remote systems until after the Easter holidays. Please do remind your child to 

check their college email accounts regularly as teachers might be communicating important 

information to them.  

EASTER OPENING FOR KEY WORKER CHILDREN 

I can confirm that the college is able to remain open for the children of Key Workers. We will 

not be requiring students to study during the Easter break but will run some “holiday club” 

style activities for them but we do also need them to bring in some things to keep 

themselves occupied too.  

If you are a Key Worker and wish to send your child into college over Easter, then please 

complete the survey below, indicating which days you require 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PTRKN7W We will not be open on the Saturday and 
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Sundays of the Easter break, nor Bank Holiday Monday, 13th April but we will be open on 

Good Friday.  

Alternatively, please contact us in enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk 

YEAR 11 GRADES  

This is what we know so far: the qualifications’ regulator, Ofqual, is working with the exam 

boards to design a process, which will provide all students with a calculated grade per 

subject. This grade will be awarded based on teacher assessment of that student. This is not 

simply a grade achieved in the trial exams. It will encompass a range of data, including trial 

exams and other assessments as an indicator of what students would have gone on to 

achieve. Grades will still be awarded as usual i.e. 9-1. These will be awarded by the end of 

July. Students can sit an exam in the autumn if they wish to improve their grade and/or they 

can appeal if they believe the correct process has not been followed in determining the 

grade. We are expecting further details from the government this week. We are keen to 

share with you the predicted data for your child’s subjects but are reluctant to do this until the 

government has confirmed exactly what can and cannot count in a teacher’s assessment of 

the final grade.  

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

As part of the Government support for families during the Covid-19 outbreak, we have 

already issued payments directly to parents of students eligible for free school meals. This 

was for a 3 week period and I can confirm this covered the weeks of 23rd ,30th March and 

the first week of the Easter holidays (6th April) I can assure families that we will issue a 

further payment for the second week of the holidays (13th April) so that no family is facing 

particular difficulties in these times. Government guidelines say we should give payments to 

families to cover free school meals during term time but we have decided to fund this 

throughout the Easter break as well as we recognise this is a time of financial need.  

Following the Easter holidays we are likely to be using the national Government scheme of 

vouchers that can be used in various supermarkets- including Tesco and Sainsburys, 

(amongst others) and we will be in touch with relevant families about the details of these in 

due course.  

YEAR 8 OPTIONS  

Some students and parents have contacted the College concerned about options. Let me 

reassure you that this matter is in hand and that you will shortly receive information and 

guidance concerning how to make your choices online.  

In the meantime, you should check the Options 2020 website for further information about 

subject choices.  

https://pmetcalfe.wixsite.com/studentoptions2019 

Additionally, you may want to look at the Curriculum Maps website which gives you a clearer 

picture about the sort of studies you will do in each subject in Year 9. 

https://pmetcalfe.wixsite.com/curriculum-map 

TRIPS AND VISITS  

We have had a lot of enquiries about whether trips and visits are going to take place in the 

medium and long term. We will be getting in touch with you about trips if and when we do 
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decide to cancel them. Please do bear with us in giving you this information when we have 

made decisions.  

Finally, I do hope we will be able to get back to normal again soon. My staff and I miss being 

in college with your children and we look forward to the time when they can come back to 

their education here. In the meantime, I hope that they stay safe and well. I attach some 

wellbeing information for students and also for parents, from Miss Gott our Wellbeing 

Advisor. 

With every best wish,  

Mr Rule  

 

 


