
As a parent, what can you do to 
help?

What does good revision look like?

Year 11 parent information evening

Science 



Students on both the combined science and triple science 
courses will sit 6 exams in the summer.

Biology paper 1 – topics B1-B4
Chemistry paper 1 – topics C1-C5
Physics paper 1 – topics P1-P4
Biology paper 2 – topics B5-B7
Chemistry paper 2 – topics C6-C10
Physics paper 2 – topics P5-P7

This information is also available on the inside front cover of 
the revision guides.

Trial exams in  November-Dec
• Biology paper 1 
• Chemistry paper 2
• Physics paper 2

• Second set of trials- Feb-March
• Biology paper 2 
• Chemistry paper 1 
• Physics paper 1



Students following the triple pathway 
will gain 3 GCSEs, with a grade for 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Students on the Combined Science 
course will gain 2 GCSEs in Science. The 
grades are awarded in the format shown 
in blue.

A 4-4 grade is considered to be a 
standard pass. 

The two grades are calculated using 
grade boundaries based on a total 
number of marks across all 6 papers.



Students on the combined science course could be 
entered for higher tier or foundation tier.

Students taking the foundation tier papers could 
achieve up to a grade 5-5. There tends to be more 
multiple-choice style and lower demand questions, 
however the grade boundaries will be higher.

Students taking the higher tier papers can achieve a 
grade 4-3 up to a grade 9-9. The demand of the 
questions will be higher, However the grade 
boundaries will be lower.

Students taking the triple science route will sit the 
higher tier papers. The demand of the questions will 
be equivalent to the demand on the Combined 
science higher tier.



Science papers will assess maths and practical skills as well as the science 
content.

The average across all the papers is approximately 30% maths and 15% how 
science works (practical skills).

This will largely be assessed through analysis of data provided to students in the 
forms of graphs or tables as well as students’ knowledge of the 21 required 
practicals (spread across all 6 papers).

Students are given the opportunity to carry out the required practicals in lessons 
as well as to practise the sort of questions that are often asked.

It is important when revising that students don’t skip the first chapter of the 
revision guide that goes through these skills.



Feedback from a survey we do with students at the end of year 10 
showed that many students spent less than an hour in total revising 
and preparing for the three exam papers.

This is nowhere near enough time as they are gaining two GCSEs or 
three GCSEs 

Many students were only revising by reading the revision guide. This 
doesn’t work. They need to cover it up and test themselves and then 
answer practice exams questions. 

Analysis of  performance of students 
in the summer year 10 exams. 



General revision/ key definitions for a whole topic
Step Approx. time (minutes)

1 10-15 Read the pages of information in your revision guide OR watch a video 
(type… isotopes AQA gcse into YouTube)

2 5 Create a revision card or start/ add to a mind map or spider diagram/poster 
of the information (see examples on the next slide)
OR 
Set yourself a quiz on educake

3 Keep coming back to it! Get someone to quiz you/ quiz yourself/ read through your mind map etc

4 1- 2 hours Once you are happy with a whole topic or exam paper, find and complete/ 
mark some exam questions on the revision website

1. What is an isotope?

2. What does the atomic number tell us?

1. Atoms with the same number of 
protons but a different number of 
neutrons

2. The number of protons an atom has 
(in the nucleus)

FRONT OF CARD                     BACK OF CARD

Remember sites like BBC 
bitesize are an alternative for 

revision guide!
Make sure to pick AQA and 

the correct course.



Spider diagram/knowledge organiser poster examples
Split into sections 
like the revision 

guide (on the 
contents page)

These are added to over several 
revision sessions on one topic



Mind map examples

These are added to over several 
revision sessions on one topic



Another online resource we have in Science is EDUCAKE. 

It is a fantastic online platform where students can set their own questions on 
areas that may be weaker in. 

Students were set homework in educake till year 10. 

Year 11 Homework being only past paper

Teachers are also provided with a detailed report of how each student is 
performing in each area within Science, giving students a detailed review of where 
they should spend time revising, including;

- Maths in science 

- Working scientifically 

- Biology/Chemistry/Physics 

- Performance by question type e.g. recall/application/data and graphs and 
calculations 



Here, the student can 
choose;
- Learn something new
- Revise (take a quiz or 

read about the 
subject through a 
guide)

- Not sure (the 
platform will select 
for them from the 
analysis of their 
current performance)

From the ‘study and quiz yourself’ 
section:
Students can study the subject area by 
using the online guide which leads 
them through step by step. They can 
also set a quiz for themselves to test 
their knowledge and understanding. 

They can also view any feedback given 
from teachers after they have sent a 
query about a question, which supports 
further learning. 



1. They need to revise in a quiet environment.

2. Don’t have distractions – turn devices off and put phones away.

3. Homework is geared around revision and revisiting and reviewing learning. These need to 

be completed with a high level of effort for students to get the most out of them.

4. YEAR 11 HOMEWORK- ONLY PAST PAPERS- STUDENTS TO COMPLETE AND MARK

5. Check they have attempted the whole task or, if it is a past paper that they have attempted 

all the questions. Many leave the longer or trickier questions blank when it is these that are 

most important for them to practise.

6. Remind them to use their revision guides to help them. That’s what they’re there for!

7. Encourage students to attend the P6 revision sessions that will be available from their class 

teachers.

Revision – Tips!



Homework exam-
style paper set

Students complete 
homework paper 

using their support 
network

Homework paper 
self marked. 

Teachers get 
feedback on topics 
that were difficult 

Teacher plans and 
delivers lessons focusing 
on areas of development 
identified during marking. 

Weekly cycle

Revision at school



After first trials –teachers will mark and give detailed analysis for students on 
each of their papers. 

Homework will be set on intervention- work on the identified weaker topics. 

Revision at school
For this November trials –there will be Period 6 sessions after school to 
support students in their revision of all areas within science-This will again be 
differentiated into Foundation/Higher or Triple sessions. 

There will be a chance to attend Foundation/Higher or Triple sessions of any 
teacher that is offering a session. STAR Students are invited to attend these 
sessions

Please ensure that students check Edulink for these sessions as they will need 
to sign up so we know how many students are attending and can adequately 
provide resources and seats for them! 

Class teachers might also be offering drop-in sessions.

They can always check with their individual teachers for any help. 



TRIPLECOMBINED 
SCIENCE



• Revision guides – Combined Science Foundation and Higher and 
Separate Guides for Triple

• Wyvern science revision website – full of useful resources, videos, 
questions revision cards etc- link to new website have been sent to all 
year 11s. 

The new website has all the revision mats (with answers), past paper and 
topic questions, keywords. 

• BBC bitesize – this is a good website to get fundamental concepts.

• EDUCAKE – question bank full of AQA standardised questions with 
study guides to support your child. 

• Cognito and free Science lessons also have good videos and resources

• Your teacher – if your child needs help, make sure they seek it

Where to find the information

http://wyvernscience.wix.com/science
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/aqa


• Revision guides – Combined Science Foundation and Higher and 
Separate Guides for Triple

• Wyvern science revision website – full of useful resources, videos, 
questions revision cards etc- link to new website have been sent 
to all year 11s. 

•

• Students need to log in using their school email (if off school site they  will 
need to enter their school password too).

Where to find the information

http://wyvernscience.wix.com/science


Examples of good detailed revision, where students have 
taken the time to process the content:



This student didn’t find writing notes helpful. She wrote out questions with the 

answers on the back and every time she got the correct answer, she ticked it so 

she could see where to spend her time.

Question card



Use post-it notes, strategically placed around your 
home, to remind you of tricky facts.

Keywords so they might sink in..Make notes and stick them
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