
Maths Parent Information Evening
Year 11

Fran Walker – Curriculum Leader for Mathematics



Agenda

• Work ethic

• The 9-1 Maths GCSE

• Trial exams

• Personalised targets and action plans

• Sparx Maths – Corbett Videos

• Revision programme

• Support available

• Supporting your child

• Case Study



Effort predicts progress

PRIDE 1 
(very low)

2 
(low)

3
(satisfactory)

4
(good)

4+1 (HL)
(excellent)

Average 
progress of 
student 
versus 
national 
average for 
students with 
same prior 
attainment

-1.20 -0.71 -0.05 +0.64 +0.66

Prior attainment does not define final outcomes
WORK ETHIC / PRIDE DOES



The 9-1 Maths GCSE

The biggest change to the maths qualification 

taken at age 16 for a generation



Grading the new GCSE

Raising the Participation Age 

Any student not achieving 
grade 4 or higher at Maths 
GCSE will be required to 
continue further study (and 
resit) in post-16 education

THE LEVEL OF SUPPORT IN 
SCHOOL IS WILL EXCEED THE 
SUPPORT OFFER IN COLLEGE
FOR RESITS!



Tiering the new GCSE
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The new 9-1 Maths GCSE 
What has changed?

• Increased content

• Increased challenge; 9 is harder than A*

• Both foundation and higher tiers are harder 

• 3 X 1 ½ hr exams. Non-calculator -> calculator -> calculator

• Formula Sheet WILL be available to students

• Emphasis on problem solving; less in-question guidance

• Multi skilled questions 

• Similar to old-style O-level papers, but taken by all students 



Increased challenge
Foundation tier

The right tier of study for many more students 
than previously



Increased challenge
Higher tier

The right tier of study for fewer students than previously. Suitable for those 
that could go on to A-level Maths study. Excellent PRIDE scores and willingness 
to do additional independent study required



This will be 
made available 

to students



Trial exams

Monitoring your son/daughter’s progress



Trial exams

Two rounds of trials

• Christmas trials – w/c 01/12/25

• Pre Easter trials – w/c 23/02/26

• Full GCSE experience in exam venues and with 

past/mock papers (just like in year 10 Summer exams) 

• Please make sure students have full equipment, 

including a clear pencil case and clear water bottle



Equipment

• Black ball-point pen

• Pencil

• Ruler

• Rubber

• Protractor

• Pair of compasses

• Scientific calculator 

• (Casio FX-83 GTX recommended- 

available from Finance Office)



CALCULATOR

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR CHILD HAS THE 
CALCULATOR THEY WILL USE IN THE SUMMER

 NOW 

THEY NEED TO LEARN ITS 
FUNCTIONALITY NOW AND BE FAMILIAR 

WITH THEIR CALCULATOR BEFORE THE 
EXAMS.



Personalised targets and 
action plans

Individual steps to success for every student











ACTION PLAN – What you need to do NOW to improve

1 Correct your trial papers answers

Make corrections on all your trials papers in green pen when your teacher models the answers in class

2 Work on your weakest areas

Look through the analysis sheet for each topic that was assessed in this trial exam. For each topic:
1. Look up the appropriate Sparx Clip, complete the quiz for that topic, watch the video if stuck and make any 

notes needed to help you with revision.
2. Corbett Maths also has excellent videos and questions to aid revision
Make sure you are also strong with any topics that are in the curriculum that were not examined in this trial exam

3 Fully engage in the practice paper revision programme

Follow your teacher's advice fully to get the most learning from your weekly homework paper:
1. These are not assessments, they are learning resources. Use Sparx Maths, your revision guides, your parents, 
friends and teachers for support
2. Leave no blanks; if you can't answer a question this is a 'call to action' to do something to learn it, not an excuse 
to not do it
3. Show full workings on all your answers
4. Attend your teacher's after-school sessions for additional support. Make sure you've done all the questions you 
can before the session so you can focus on the questions that you find difficult 
5. Form study groups with friends, online or in person
6. Make full corrections from answers modelled in class
7. Use the learning and feedback you get from each paper to improve the next



Independent learning tasks 
for every topic on the Maths 
GCSE. 

Video help available if stuck.



• Corbett maths is also a 
great platform for 
more:

• In-depth videos on 
each topic

• Textbook styled 
questions 

• Past paper practice 
questions





PRACTICE PAPER
Revision programme

Preparing students for success





Revision programme

Homework exam-style 
paper set

Students complete 
homework paper using 
their support network

Homework paper 
submitted

Teacher marks 
homework paper on 

'fast' turnaround

Teacher plans and delivers 
lessons focusing on areas of 

development identified 
during marking. Students 

make corrections on papers

Weekly cycle



Revision programme

Homework exam-style 
paper set

Students complete 
homework paper using 
their support network

Homework paper 
submitted

Teacher marks 
homework paper on 

'fast' turnaround

Teacher plans and delivers 
lessons focusing on areas of 

development identified 
during marking. Students 

make corrections on papers

Weekly 
cycle

PRIDE 5 (4+1)
Accelerate progress

• Students 
complete regular 
additional 
independent 
study on Sparx 
Maths

• Focus on targets 
identified in trial 
exams feedback 
sheets and on 
weekly 
homework 
papers



Working on exam-
style papers builds:

• Ability to select the 
right strategies at 
the right time

• Ability to problem 
solve

• Exam technique

• Student confidence 
for exams

Practice papers





Sparx clip

Each question is linked to a topic and Sparx clip



GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR PAPERS

These are LEARNING resources, not tests.  Use all the resources
you have available to you for help including: Sparx, revision guides, after-school 
sessions etc.

Leave no blanks.  If you can’t do a question, this is a “call to action” to do SOMETHING 
to learn it, not an excuse to leave it

Show FULL WORKINGS. Most of the marks available in a paper are for workings

Attend after-school sessions on offer by your teachers. Form study-groups with friends, 
online or in person

Make full corrections from answers modelled in class.  After your paper has been 
marked, write your score for each questions in the table on the left. If you did not score 
full marks do some revision of the topic listed on Sparx

Use the learning and feedback you get from this paper to improve the next. When 
Similar topics come up on future papers use the feedback from this one to help



GRADE BOUNDARIES

PRACTICE THE GRADE YOU WANT TO ACHIEVE

GRADE 9 75

GRADE 8 65

GRADE 7 55

GRADE 6 45

GRADE 5 35

GRADE 4 25

GRADE 3 15

UNGRADED Below 15

GRADE 5 65

GRADE 4 55

GRADE 3 41

GRADE 2 28

GRADE 1 14

UNGRADED Below 14

FOUNDATION HIGHER



THERE IS AN EXPECTATION THAT STUDENTS SHOULD
IMPROVE THE SCORES ACHIEVED IN THEIR TRIALS

AND EACH WEEK AFTER THAT!
 

THEY HAVE LOTS OF RESOURCES TO USE……..



Support and intervention

Opportunities for additional support



Support network

Sparx Maths

• Trials feedback sheets linked to Sparx

• Weekly homework papers linked to Sparx

After-school homework paper workshops

• One per week offered to all students with PRIDE 
scores of 4 +

• Work with teacher and peers collaboratively on 
homework papers

• Come to with specific questions to work on

Peer and parent support

• Parental support on papers

• Parental support on Sparx

• Peer study groups- online or in person

Optional additional resources

• Revision guides & Workbooks- Finance Office

• Private tutoring- we can make recommendations and 
are happy to work with private tutors

• Additional math's classes (if applicable)

Support network

Where students should turn when they 
get stuck



SATURDAY SCHOOL TBC

• Watch an expert complete a paper

• Questions welcomed

• Full modelled answers recorded, ensuring all 
processing marks are gained

• Then students sit the paper

• Idea is to build confidence and exam technique

• Teachers mark over weekend and feedback on 
Monday with grade achieved.

• Generally invite only – effort and confidence



Supporting your child

You can make a big difference



Supporting your child’s preparations
for GCSE Maths

Speak about math's positively and 
get stuck in with them! Students 
will follow your example. Never 
say, “I’m not good at math's”

▪ “Stuck on your homework paper? Let’s 
get on Sparx Maths together and see if 
we can figure this out”

▪ “Nobody learns something the first time. 
Try this again tomorrow“- build their 
resilience and confidence

▪ “With hard work and if you don’t give 
up, you will become an excellent 
mathematician”- reinforce our message 
that work ethic conquers all



Support your child in getting 
the most from the weekly 
homework paper
▪ Check there are no blanks

▪ Have they used the Sparx-linked videos on any 
questions they struggled with?

▪ Are they using similar questions on previous 
papers to answer questions on the current 
paper?

▪ Have they shown full workings (look at the 
number of marks in a question)?

▪ Encourage them to attend the after-school 
homework paper workshops

▪ Have they made full corrections in green pen on 
the answers gone through in class?

Supporting your child’s preparations
for GCSE Maths



Support your child with 
regular Sparx Maths sessions 
on their personalised targets

▪ Establish a regular time at home when 
your son/daughter will complete some 
Independent Learning on Sparx Math's on 
topics identified as areas for improvement 
from their trials exams feedback sheet and 
their weekly homework papers

▪ Sit with and encourage them if needed to 
build their confidence in their ability to 
learn independently

Supporting your child’s preparations
for GCSE Maths



Make sure your child has a 
support network and is using 
it correctly

▪ Are they attending the after-school 
homework paper workshops?

▪ Can you or a family member sit with and 
support them when they work on their 
weekly homework paper?

▪ Could they set up or join a group of 
friends to work together on their 
papers?

▪ Contact us for recommendations if you’d 
like to consider a private tutor 

Supporting your child’s preparations
for GCSE Maths



Work with your child’s math's 
teacher. We welcome 
collaboration and regular 
contact

Supporting your child’s preparations
for GCSE Maths



Year 11
Is it too late to make a difference?

ABSOLUTELY NOT!

Two students, in the same class, who worked 
well in lessons, with the same teachers, with 

the same attendance ….. 



Student A Student B

4 MEG 5

1.7 End of Y10 Exam 1.6
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Student A Student B

4 MEG 5

1.7 End of Y10 Exam 1.6

2= End of Y10 PFG 2+

1.9 XMAS Trials 1.6

3- ‘new’ PFG 2=

3.3 March Trials 1.9

3+ ‘new’ PFG 2-

4 Final Grade 2



What did student A do?

• Completed homework every week, including ‘boost’

• Completed weekly past papers (with parental support)

• Attended Period 6 lessons

• Attended Saturday Session in May

• Worked on Maths in weekly Additional Maths class

• Attended lessons right up to the very last day!!

• Completed the predicted papers that are generated after 
each maths exam in the summer.
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