
Wyvern parental information on non attendance  
(please refer to the Hampshire County Council website) 

 

Your responsibilities as a parent  
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/hias/learning-behaviour-attendance/attendance-guidance-for-parents/your-
responsibilities-as-a-parent.htm 

By law, all children of compulsory school age (normally five to 16) must receive a suitable full-time education. As a parent, 
you have a legal responsibility to make sure this happens – either by registering your child at a school or by making other 
arrangements to give them a suitable, full-time education. Once your child is registered at a school, you are legally 
responsible for making sure they attend regularly. This means your child should not have sessions of unauthorised absence. 

Section 576 of the Education Act 1996 defines parent as:  

 all natural parents, whether they are married or not;  

 any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility for a child or young person;  

 any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child or young person.  

 Having care of a child or young person means that a person with whom the child lives and who looks after the child, 
irrespective of what their relationship is with the child, is considered to be a parent in education law. 

 

Why is high attendance important to my child's education? 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/hias/learning-behaviour-attendance/attendance-guidance-for-
parents/why-is-high-attendance-important-to-my-childs-education.htm 

 As a parent/carer you want the best for your children. Having a good education is an important factor in opening up 
more opportunities in adult life. Did you know that: 

 a child who is absent a day of school per week misses an equivalent of two years of their school life  

 90% of young people with absence rates below 85% fail to achieve five or more good grades of GCSE and around 
one third achieve no GCSEs at all  

 poor examination results limit young people’s options and poor attendance suggests to colleges and employers that 
these students are unreliable  

 poor school attendance is also closely associated with crime a quarter of school age offenders have truanted 
repeatedly  

 at least 1 million children take at least one half day off a year without permission  

 7.5 million school days are missed each year through unauthorised absence.  
 

GCSEs may seem a long way off for you and your child but all absence at any stage leads to gaps in your child’s learning. 
This in turn can: 

 mean that they fall behind in work  

 affect their motivation  

 affect their enjoyment of learning  

 lead to poor behaviour  

 affect their desire to attend school regularly  

 affect their confidence in school  

 mean they miss out on the social life of school and extra curricular opportunities and experiences  

 affect their ability to have or keep friendships.  

 

Possible penalties for non-attendance 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/hias/learning-behaviour-attendance/attendance-guidance-for-
parents/possible-penalties.htm 

Once you have registered your child at a school it is your responsibility to make sure that she/he attends regularly and 
punctually. If you fail to do so the Local Authority has a statutory duty to consider legal action to enforce school attendance.  

There are a number of legal measures that the Local Authority can pursue, these include: 

 being issued a voluntary parenting contract  

 being included in the fast track system which means you will be given 12 weeks to improve your child's attendance  

 receiving a penalty notice. This is a fine of £60 per parent/carer for periods of unauthorised absence such as 
truancy, holidays in term time, lateness,unauthorised absence during formal exams, schools assessment or testing 
or poor patterns of attendance/punctuality  

 being prosecuted in the Magistrates’ Court. This means you could receive a community order, a fine of up to £2,500 
per parent/carer or a custodial sentence  

 your child being issued with an education supervision order. This is an order where the child attends court and 
certain measures are put in place regarding attendance at school. 
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