
Inspection of Wyvern College 
Childcare
Wyvern College, Botley Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 7AN

Inspection date: 27 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, settled, inquisitive and keen to play. They have strong bonds 
with the staff. For example, very young children beam and eagerly put their hands 
up for a cuddle when they see their key person. Children develop a love for stories 
and reading. Older children tell each other stories using pictures as prompts, and 
younger children enjoy curling up with staff to listen to stories. 

Children, including very young children, have a sense of autonomy as they are 
encouraged to make decisions, such as which nursery rhyme they would like to 
sing. Children are kind and caring towards one another. They politely ask their 
friends if they can have a turn next with particular toys. They understand the need 
to wait until their friends have finished using the toy and do so patiently. Older 
children excitedly share toys from home as part of 'show and tell'. They share 
stories about the importance of their toys. For example, they excitedly talk about 
their teddy bear 'being older than Daddy'. Their peers listen attentively while they 
wait patiently for their turn. 

Children develop their physical skills from an early age. Very young children 
practise their climbing skills on age-appropriate climbing frames. They giggle in 
delight as, with support, they 'slide' down the other side of the apparatus. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Ofsted was notified of a change to the nominated individual as required. Despite 
this, the relevant information was not provided to allow vetting processes to be 
completed by Ofsted. However, the nominated individual has had their suitability 
checked by the provider and they have no unsupervised contact with children. 
As a result, there is no impact on children.

n All children, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), make good progress in their learning and development. Children with 
SEND have their needs met well. As part of this, staff have undertaken 
additional training as needed. They work effectively together to ensure that 
children with SEND can access the full provision.    

n There is a curriculum in place which builds on what children know as they 
progress through the nursery. However, some staff's understanding of the 
curriculum is not yet fully embedded. As a result, some staff do not precisely 
identify what children need to learn next to help them make even better 
progress in their learning and development.  

n Staff skilfully build on children's interests and use this to enhance their learning 
and development. For example, children who are eager to visit the zoo are 
encouraged to create their own zoo within the classroom. This captures their 
attention and they enthusiastically set to work. As part of this, children develop 
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their mark-making skills by drawing 'panda footprints' around the garden.   
n There have been several changes to the management team recently. The 

management team, including the provider, recognises the importance of having 
a strong oversight. The team and provider work well together to ensure that the 
early years foundation stage requirements are being met. However, the 
provider's oversight needs to be strengthened to further develop teaching to the 
highest quality. Supervisions of the manager and subsequently of staff do not 
yet precisely identify where staff practice needs to be further supported. For 
example, they have not yet addressed the differences in staff's understanding of 
the curriculum. 

n Staff encourage children to develop their critical thinking and problem-solving 
skills. For example, they provide opportunities for children to work things out 
independently. Children who want to check that a toy is the right way up are 
encouraged by staff to think about which way the letters and numbers are as a 
clue to the answer. Children beam with delight when they work out which way is 
the right way up by themselves.  

n Children's communication skills are developed well by staff. Staff talk to children 
about what they are doing as they play. They introduce new words into their 
vocabulary. Staff instinctively repeat words back to children clearly to help them 
hear the correct pronunciation. 

n Parents are happy with the provision. They talk about the good levels of 
communication between themselves and the staff. Parents comment that their 
children 'love coming to nursery'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and staff have a secure understanding of safeguarding and their roles 
and responsibilities in keeping children safe from harm. They know the signs and 
symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk from harm. Staff know the local 
safeguarding partner processes to follow if they have concerns. This includes if 
they have concerns about a member of staff. The manager has a strong knowledge 
of safer recruitment and the importance of ensuring the ongoing suitability of staff. 
Staff have a good understanding of risks and routinely risk assess the environment 
and resources. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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ensure Ofsted is supplied with the 
relevant information so that vetting 
processes can be completed for the 
nominated individual, to ensure their 
suitability.

06/03/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop further staff's understanding of the curriculum intent to ensure that 
children's next steps can be precisely identified and planned for

n strengthen the oversight and precision of staff supervision to ensure that 
teaching is of the highest quality.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY490565

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10278463

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 0

Total number of places 157

Number of children on roll 0

Name of registered person Wyvern Community Enterprise Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534684

Telephone number 02380 603221

Date of previous inspection 11 December 2017

Information about this early years setting

Wyvern College Childcare registered in 2015. The provision is situated in the 
grounds of the college. The nursery opens each weekday from 7.45am to 6pm, for 
51 weeks of the year. There is an additional pre-school, which is open during term 
time only, from 9am to 3pm. The out-of-school club is open from 3.30pm to 6pm 
each weekday, during school term time only. The nursery receives funding for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. There are 33 members staff who work 
across all of the settings. Of these, 25 have a recognised early years qualification at 
level 2 or above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natasha Jarvis
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Inspection activities

n This is the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager explained the curriculum intentions to the inspector during the 
learning walk. 

n The inspector took part in discussions with the manager, provider and staff 
during the inspection.

n The manager and the inspector observed and evaluated an activity together.
n The inspector observed staff and children throughout the day.
n The inspector sampled relevant documents.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector through discussions.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Wyvern College Childcare
27 February 2023 7

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

