
 

Year 11 History 
 

Extended Reading Recommendation Available from Wyvern 
Library 

 

Fiction is more than just story: by reading the following novels you 
will have a greater understanding of the history you are studying at 
GCSE.  
 

WW2 Holocaust 
 
Adult fiction – challenging reads. 
 

 Suite Francaise by Irene Nemirovsky  
Nemirovsky was a Jewish Russian Émigré living in Paris. 
In 1941, when the Nazis began their occupation of France, 
she wrote Suite Francaise to portray the truth of what she 
was living through. It is written in two parts; the first is a 
candid portrayal of Parisians as they flee before the Nazi 
invasion, the second part follows the inhabitants of a small 
community as they try and live their lives under occupation. 
She died in Auschwitz in 1942. 

 

 Schindler’s List by Thomas Keneally 
This is the true story of a German Businessman who saved 
the lives of many Jewish people by employing them in his 
factories. It is a harrowing read where we learn about life 
for Jews under Nazi rule.  

 

 

 

 

 

 The Reader by Bernhard Schlink  
This book is about Germany’s past and present; it’s 
national guilt and how to come to terms with it. It involves 
a concentration camp guard who is standing trial for war 
crimes. In the public gallery is a student lawyer who had 
an affair with the defendant before she was a guard.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 The Siege by Helen Dunmore  
The Siege is the Siege of Leningrad which started in 
September 1941 and lasted for 900 days. It is a brilliantly 
imagined novel of war, but also of survival. The history of 
the siege is told via a relationship of two pairs of lovers, 
who fight for survival against the desperately cold winters 
and the devastating hunger. 

 

 

 
 

 

 The Book Thief by Markus Zuzak  
The narrator for the Book Thief is Death, but Death is not 
a horror figure, but compassionate. It is set in Germany in 
World War 2 and tells the story of Liesel who is an 
adopted German girl. It tells of what life was like for 
ordinary Germans living under a totalitarian ruler.  
Although it is 574 pages doesn’t feel a long read.  

 

 

 

 

 

Less Challenging books, but equally good 
 

 

 The Boy in Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne  
 A 9 year old boy called Bruno is the main protagonist in 
this novel. We, the readers, see the world through his 
innocent eyes, although we have knowledge of what 
happened during the Holocaust of World War 2. Then 
Bruno meets Shmuel who lives on the other side of the 
fence. The power of the book is to focus on the fate of an 
innocent individual, when the same fate was in store for 
millions. 

 
 
 

 I am David by Anne Holm  
David has escaped from a concentration camp and flees 
across Europe trying to get to Denmark where he has 
been told he will be safe. He is 12 years old, utterly 
alone, can trust no one and ‘they’ are just a step behind.  
This book was first published in 1963 and has become a 
classic.  

 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=i+am+david+book&hl=en&safe=active&sa=X&tbo=u&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDAy8HixKnfq6-gblJem5KEYf7hNbCUpZjrM5Htu088PNiw1VGAH7mz18qAAAA&biw=1280&bih=903&source=univ&tbm=shop&ei=_loSUam8Oqeq0AXVwoCwAw&ved=0CFEQzAMwAg


 
 

 

 Once by Morris Gleitzman  
 Morris Gleitzman’s grandfather was a Jew from Krakow 
in Poland, most of his extended family died during World 
War 2 because of the Nazi persecution of Jews. Between 
1939 and 1945 1,500,000 children were killed. ‘Once’ is 
the imagined story of one child trying to make sense of 
the unimaginable. It is a short book of 150 pages but very 
powerful. 

 
 

 

 

 Emil and Karl by Yankev Glatshteyn  
This book was first published in February 1940, at the 
very beginning of the Second World War and before 
Auschwitz was established. The author Yankev 
Glatshteyn had seen life under the Nazis, and his book 
chillingly anticipates the holocaust to come.  

 
 
 
 

Vietnam 
 

 The Quiet American by Graham Green  
While the French Army in Indo-China is grappling with 
the Vietminh, back at Saigon a young and high-minded 
American begins to channel economic aid to a Third 
Force. As his policies blunder on into bloodshed, the 
older man finds it impossible to stand aside as an 
observer. 

 
 
 
 

Civil rights America  
Adult fiction – challenging reads 
 

 The Help by Kathryn Stockett  
"The Help" is the phenomenal international bestseller (that inspired 
the Oscar nominated film) by Kathryn Stockett. Enter a vanished 
and unjust world: Jackson, Mississippi, 1962. Where black maids 
raise white children, but aren't trusted not to steal the 
silver...There's Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child and 
nursing the hurt caused by her own son's tragic death; Minny, 
whose cooking is nearly as sassy as her tongue; and white Miss 
Skeeter, home from College, who wants to know why her beloved 
maid has disappeared. Skeeter, Aibileen and Minny. No one would 
believe they'd be friends; fewer still would tolerate it. But as each 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/401969.The_Quiet_American
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Help-Kathryn-Stockett/dp/0141039280/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1360076083&sr=1-1


woman finds the courage to cross boundaries, they come to depend and rely upon one 
another. Each is in a search of a truth. And together they have an extraordinary story to 
tell. 

 
 
 
 

 Mississippi Burning by Joel Norst  
This book by Joel Norst has been based on the controversial film 
which concerns racism in America`s deep South. It is a factual 
account of an incident which occurred in the summer of 1964 when 
three civil rights workers were murdered by the Ku-Klux-Klan in 
Mississippi Delta country. The murder of the three men, two white 
and one black, sparked national outrage and spurred the signing of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 In the Heat of the Night by John Ball  
John Ball's 1965 mystery In the Heat of the Night tells the story of a 
black police officer named Virgil Tibbs who happens to be passing 
through a southern town at a particularly inauspicious moment. An 
orchestra conductor has been brutally murdered and the local police, 
without much in the way of real evidence, arrest Tibbs. On 
discovering that Tibbs is not the real killer but rather a highly-skilled 
homicide detective, the local police enlist Tibbs to help solve the 
case. Several factors made (and make) this novel so relevant and 
timely. For one, the hero is a black police officer, which at the time 
the book was written was not a very common figure in popular 
culture. More, he eventually teams with a bigoted white southern police officer, Sheriff 
Gillespie. It is this relationship between the two men and the mutual respect and 
admiration that develops between them that exposes the bankruptcy of racial prejudice. 
Tibbs--a rational, gentlemanly, and highly capable detective--forces Gillespie to 
reconsider his stereotyped notions of black people. In the final account, Gillespie allows 
Tibbs the kind of respect that the racist sheriff did not offer at the story’s opening. 

 

Less Challenging books, but equally good 
 

 

 Glory Be by Augusta Scatterwood  
Augusta Scattergood’s book tackles racism in Mississippi during 
1964 when a small town’s pool faces de-segregation. 12-year-old 
Gloriana Hemphill’s birthday coincides with the United States and 
every year she celebrates at the town public pool, but in 1964 the 
pool stays mysteriously closed. As she tries to make sense of what 
is happening, her older sister gets involved with a young Freedom 
Fighter and things start to get complicated. 

 
 
  

http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/232094.In_the_Heat_of_the_Night
http://cache1.bdcdn.net/assets/images/book/large/9780/5453/9780545331807.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Rights_Act_of_1964


 
 
WW1  
Adult fiction – challenging reads 
 

 

 All Quiet on the Western Front  
by Erich Maria Remarque  

Paul Baumer enlisted with his classmates in the German army of 
World War I. Youthful, enthusiastic, they become soldiers. But despite 
what they have learned, they break into pieces under the first 
bombardment in the trenches. And as horrible war plods on year after 
year, Paul holds fast to a single vow: to fight against the principles of 
hate that meaninglessly pits young men of the same generation but 
different uniforms against each other--if only he can come out of the 
war alive. 

 

 

 Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks 
 Set before and during the great war, Birdsong captures the drama of 
that era on both a national and a personal scale. It is the story of 
Stephen, a young Englishman, who arrives in Amiens in 1910. Over 
the course of the novel he suffers a series of traumatic experiences, 
from the clandestine love affair that tears apart the family with whom 
he lives, to the unprecedented experiences of the war itself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Regeneration by Pat Barker (first part of a trilogy) 
When Dr William Rivers treats a patient at a mental hospital who has 
spoken out against World War I, the relationship that develops 
between them makes them debate the logic of their respective 
positions. Thus the doctor questions the sanity of the war which is 
his duty to return his patients to. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Goodbye to all that by Robert Graves 
This is an autobiographical work that describes firsthand the great 
shifts in English society following the First World War, it is a 
matchless evocation of the Great War's haunting legacy. Robert 
Graves gives his account of his early life from his childhood and 
desperately unhappy school days at Charterhouse, to his time 
serving as a young officer in the First World War that was to haunt 
him throughout his life. "Goodbye to All That", with its vivid, 
harrowing descriptions of the Western Front, is a classic war 
document, and also has immense value as one of the most candid 
self-portraits of an artist ever written. 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/355697.All_Quiet_on_the_Western_Front


 A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 
In 1918 Ernest Hemingway went to war, to the 'war to end all wars'. 
He volunteered for ambulance service in Italy, was wounded and 
twice decorated. Out of his experiences came A Farewell to Arms. 
Hemingway's description of war is unforgettable. He recreates the 
fear, the comradeship, the courage of his young American volunteer 
and the men and women he meets in Italy with total conviction. But A 
Farewell to Arms is not only a novel of war. In it Hemingway has also 
created a love story of immense drama and uncompromising passion. 

 
 
 
 
Less Challenging books, but equally good 
 
 

 Private Peaceful by Michael Morgurgo 
Heroism or cowardice? A stunning story of the First World War.  Told 
in the voice of a young soldier, the story follows 24 hours in his life at 
the front during WW1, and captures his memories as he looks back 
over his life. Full of stunningly researched detail and engrossing 
atmosphere, the book leads to a dramatic and moving conclusion.  
Both a love story and a deeply moving account of the horrors of the 
First World War, this book will reach everyone from 9 to 90. 
 
                                  
 

 

 War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 
From master storyteller, Michael Morpurgo comes an incredibly 
moving story about one horse's experience in the deadly chaos of 
the first world war. In 1914, Joey, a young farm horse, is sold to the 
army and thrust into the midst of the war on the Western Front. With 
his officer, he charges towards the enemy, witnessing the horror of 
the frontline. But even in the desolation of the trenches, Joey's 

courage touches the soldiers around him. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Remembrance by Theresa Breslin  

1915 - Scotland. A group of teenagers from two families meet for a 
picnic, but the war across the Channel is soon to tear them away 
from such youthful pleasures. All too soon the horror of what is to 
become known as The Great War engulfs them, their friends and the 
whole village. From the horror of the trenches, to the devastating 
reality seen daily by those nursing the wounded, they struggle to 
survive. Nothing will ever be the same again. REMEMBRANCE is a 
powerful and engrossing novel about love and war, from the 
Carnegie Medal-winning author Theresa Breslin. 

 

 
  

http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/10799.A_Farewell_to_Arms


World War 2 and Evacuation 
 

 Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Margorian  
Young Willie Beech is evacuated to the country as Britain stands on the 
brink of WW2. A sad, deprived child, he slowly begins to flourish under 
the care of old Tom Oakley - but his new-found happiness is shattered  
by a summons from his mother back in London.  

 

 
 
 
 

 Carry’s War by Nina Bawden 
It is the Second World War and Carrie and Nick are evacuated from 
London to a small town in Wales, where they are placed with strict Mr 
Evans and his timid mouse of a sister. Their friend Albert is luckier, 
living in Druid's Bottom with Hepzibah Green who tells wonderful 
stories, and the strange Mister Johnny, who speaks a language all of 
his own. Carrie and Nick are happy to visit Albert there, until one day 
when Carrie does a terrible thing - the worst thing she ever did in her 
life... 

 
 
 

 

The Jazzage 1920s 
 
Adult fiction – challenging reads. 
 

 The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald 
The Great Gatsby was written in 1925 and is often referred to as a 
novel which captures the mood of the Jazz Age.  
Nick Carraway is a young writer and the narrator in this novel. It is 
through him that the reader is taken into the superficially glittering world 
of the mansions which lined the Long Island shore in the 1920s, to 
encounter Nick's cousin Daisy, her brash but wealthy husband Tom 
Buchanan, Jay Gatsby and the mystery that surrounds him. 

 
 
 
 
 

 The Chaperone by Laura Moriarty 

In 1922 Cora Carlisle boards a train from Wichita, Kansas, to New York 
City. She is charged with the care of a stunning young girl with a jet-
black fringe. This girl is hungry for stardom, Cora is her chaperone and 
both their lives are about to change. In New York city, under the bright 
lights of Broadway, in a time when prohibition reigns and speakeasies 
with their forbidden whispers behind closed doors thrive, Cora and her 
charge, Louise Brooks, take their first steps towards their dreams. 



 

 

Kindertransport 

 Into the Arms of Strangers – Stories of the 
Kindertransport DVD 

This is an award winning documentary which tells the story of the 
child refugees who were transported to Britain to escape the Nazi 
Holocaust.  

 Into the Arms of Strangers – Stores of the 
Kindertransport by Mark Jonathan Harris 
(Paperback) 

For nine months before the outbreak of World War II, Britain 
conducted an extraordinary rescue mission. It opened its doors to 
over 10,000 endangered children-90 percent of them Jewish-from Germany, Austria, and 
Czechoslovakia. These children were taken into foster homes and hostels in Britain, 
expecting eventually to be reunited with their parents. Most of the children never saw their 
families again. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Into-Arms-Strangers-Stories-Kindertransport/dp/B00005TNZ6/ref=sr_1_1?s=dvd&ie=UTF8&qid=1360237786&sr=1-1

