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‘Bright’, ‘exciting’, ‘punchy’
and ‘a real sense of
style’ – just some of the
fantastic comments from
the judges following
Wyvern Soul Band’s
stunning performance at
this year’s Music for Youth
Festival in Birmingham.

Soul Band Hits
the High Notes at
Music for Youth Festival
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Headteacher’s briefing:
Action For Happiness

Readers will be aware that a sad feature of
the modern zeitgeist is the growing number of
people with mental health problems, including
children (about one in ten will experience
some kind of mental disorder in childhood).
Wyvern is no exception to this trend, but
we are leading the way in terms of raising
awareness, promoting a better understanding
of this kind of illness and in staff being better
trained to spot the early signs. Although we
have limited resources to support children
and families who are managing a child with
a condition, we do our best. At least people
are talking openly about such problems now,
which is a major step forwards.
As with all types of illness, prevention is
better than cure. Modern society is stacking
the odds against young people: pressures
of social and mainstream media; iPhone
zombies; examination pressures; austerity
measures; and other burdens on families.
We are therefore teaching children how to
make themselves more resilient in times of
adversity, by introducing them to the ‘Ten
Keys to a Happier Life’, promoted by ‘Action
for Happiness’. I would urge parents to
read more for themselves: http://www.
actionforhappiness.org/10-keys-to-happierliving.
The ten ‘keys’ are founded on scientific
research, but they also conform to what
we already know. In the same way that we
understand the need for exercise and healthy
eating to look after our bodies, we should
recognise that we can be more proactive to
vouchsafe healthy minds, including: exercise
and sleep (good for the mind, not just the
body); being mindful of the lovely things

around us (I used Wyvern’s trees as my
example); doing good for others; pursuing
hobbies; working on real friendships and
family bonds (when did you last play a board
game as a family?); storing up memories
of positive emotions; and seeking out good
things in our lives, rather than dwelling on
negatives (write down ‘three good things’
every day).
Many of these actions are easily achieved and
over time can make a big difference to your
child’s inner strength and mental fortitude.
But just like encouraging them to eat their
greens or take the dog for a walk, parents
need to be hands-on in helping their children
do the right thing. They are worth it!
May I wish all of our families an active and
happy summer holiday!

Alan Newton
Headteacher

LUXURY CARE HOME

We are the difference between quality and excellence.
Between caring at work and caring like family, between
listening and truly understanding, and between eating a meal
and enjoying an experience. If you need help finding care,
we’ll do whatever we can to be the difference you need.

Dementia | Nursing | Residential
Day Care | Short Breaks

Call Nicki Kilpin today on
02380 603120 or visit cinnamoncc.com
Sunnybank House Care Home, Botley Road,
Eastleigh, Southampton, SO50 7AP

Wyvern 60th Anniversary Recreating the
Journey to
Eastleigh
A key part of Wyvern’s history is the bus journey that many students took between 1958 and
1978 to and from ‘The Annex’ in Eastleigh, until the Fair Oak site was large enough for all
students. To launch our 60th anniversary celebrations, we will be recreating this journey
from Wyvern to Eastleigh and back on a vintage 1950s bus. As well as students and staff
representatives from the College, we have invited several members of the local community who
made the journey as Wyvern students nearly 60 years ago. The trip takes place on Thursday
21st September and should provide a great opportunity to share memories of that part of the
College’s history.
This unique journey is taking place thanks to volunteers from the Southampton and District
Transport Heritage Trust (www.sadtht.co.uk) who are providing one of their 1950s vintage
buses for the day.
Another aspect of our anniversary commemorations is also taking shape; The Wyvern Story
featuring a timeline of events and memories from the last six decades will be available to view
in College and also online.
If you have anything to contribute, there is still time to contact Sue Boswell at the College –
s.boswell@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.

Do you feel like your teenager has become
a different person overnight?
Or maybe your child is almost a teenager
and you’re feeling a bit apprehensive about
what’s ahead. You’re not alone!
There’s hardly a mum or dad on the face of the earth who, at times, is not overawed
by the task of parenting. We know that the teenage years are a time of change,
not only for them but for the parents as well! At Parenting Teenagers – getting them
(and you!) through, Rob and Katharine share some practical strategies to help you
understand this time of change. Discover how to best support your teen as they begin
to explore who they are while facing all the pressures of life as a teenager today.
You will come away with:
•
•
•
•

An understanding of your teenager’s world
The confidence to choose your battles
Strategies to help your teens face the big issues
Encouragement … and hope!

Run by Care for the Family, this event takes
place at King’s Community Church, Hedge End,
SO30 4BZ on 7 November at 7.30pm.

To book tickets,
phone 029 2081 0800
or visit
www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
parentingteenagers

Long-lasting friendships made on German Exchange
This year’s German Exchange has once again been a resounding success, strengthening the
partnership between the Realschule in Leichlingen and Wyvern, which has been running
since 2003. For those involved, it will hopefully be the basis for many long-term international
friendships, particularly with the ease of social media helping them to stay in touch.
As always, the key aims are to improve language skills, get to know an area of a foreign
country, and develop a better understanding of another culture. Yet perhaps more
importantly, students on both sides benefit enormously from realising that they can cope in
a foreign country in unfamiliar surroundings and often develop greater self-confidence and
better interpersonal skills over the two weeks.
As well as adapting to life within a foreign family, students participate in excursions and
enjoy making comparisons between the two schools. The German students were amazed by
Wyvern’s facilities and rather taken with the idea of school uniform, whilst our students, of
course, envied the fact that there is no uniform in Germany and that they have free periods
from time to time!
In Germany, the group visited Düsseldorf, enjoying superb views from the Fernsehturm (TV
Tower), and strolled along the River Rhein to the old town. A day in Phantasialand proved
popular – a theme park with no queues and a new ride claiming to be the fastest in the
world! Canoeing on the River Wupper’s beautiful natural surroundings resulted in a rather
soggy end for some and a day in Leverkusen included visits to the local global giant Bayer
and the football stadium of Bayer Leverkusen that they sponsor.
On the return visit, the German guests braved unseasonal weather at Bournemouth to enjoy
swimming in the sea, experienced the Spinnaker Tower and a visit to Portsmouth Historic
Dockyards, and spent a full day in London. Both German and English students took on the
challenges offered at Marwell Activity Centre and the week ended with a farewell party in
the hall.
Well done to everyone who took part and made the most of this experience!

A Truly
Outstanding
Volunteer
This term, Wyvern says
farewell to its longest-serving
governor, Graham Taylor.
Graham’s contribution has
been exceptional and he has
given remarkable service to
the College over the last 40
years. In addition to supporting
Wyvern, Graham has been
involved in Scouting for over
fifty years, and served as a local
Magistrate. It is entirely fitting
therefore, that he has recently
received an Eastleigh Citizen of
Honour award – what a superb
recognition of his service to the
local community as a whole!
photo courtesy of Chris Balcombe

In terms of his involvement with Wyvern,
Graham initially joined the Youth Club
Management Committee in 1970 and then
became a Governor in 1976. His role at
the local British Rail Workshops involved
engaging with Further Education Colleges,
overseeing apprentices attending day release
and undertaking career visits to schools, so
it linked extremely well with his work as a
Governor.
Remarkably, Graham has served all four of
Wyvern’s Headteachers. On the Governing
Body, he has been Chair of Governors, Chair
of the Personnel Committee, and served
on the Community Management and Pay
Committees. Reflecting on changes over the
last 40 years, Graham says,
“The College today is unrecognisable
from when I started as a Governor, in
terms of its size, the curriculum and
community provision, and not forgetting
how students are much more involved in
their education now, and the off-site
opportunities available.”

Naturally, the role of governors has also
changed and Graham recalls initially having
limited involvement in the working life of the
school. Nowadays, governors serve on subcommittees which undertake the majority of
business, they visit designated departments,
and challenge and debate management
reports.
In terms of highlights, Graham has
enjoyed interacting with so many staff and
students and witnessing their progress and
achievements, and also running sessions with
students on his experiences as a Magistrate.
As he leaves the Governing Body, Graham is
keen to encourage others to volunteer and
believes that it is a great privilege to support
young people in achieving a good education
and preparing them for the world of work. As
Graham says,
“I know of no other voluntary
commitment that provides more selfsatisfaction and reward than being a
Governor.”

A little while ago I finished a brilliant book called Murder Most Unladylike.
It is a murder mystery set in the Victorian era, following two schoolgirls
and the unusual events that happen to them. The main characters are
Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong. Both are very relatable, almost acting as
two different halves of one personality. The basic outline of the plot is
that Hazel returns to the school gym after hours, only to find a bloodied
corpse of one of her teachers. However, when she returns it is gone, and
the only person who believes her is Daisy. They set up a secret Detective
Society and now the chase is on to find who killed their teacher…. before
the killer finds them.
Reviewed by Betsy Grant 7N1

Book Review & Recommendations
Salt to the Sea
by Ruta Sepetys –
2017 Carnegie Medal
Winner

The Bone Sparrow
by Zana Fraillon –
2017 Amnesty CILIP
Honour

This is an inspirational
novel, based on a true
story from the Second
World War. When
the German ship the

Carnegie work
together with Amnesty
International to raise
awareness of human
rights. “Simply and

Wilhelm Gustloff was sunk in port in early
1945 it had over 9000 civilian refugees,
including children, on board. Nearly all were
drowned. Ruba Sepetys brilliantly imagines
their story.

innocently told from a child’s perspective, this
important and timely novel brings to life the
risks people are willing to take to make their
voices heard and the resilience of the human
spirit.”

An Eagle in the Snow by Michael Morpurgo 2017 Winner of the Children’s Book Award (run by the Federation of
Children’s Book Groups. This is the only national children’s book award
voted for entirely by children)
This book tells the story of Barney who is on a train with his mother when
a siren sounds and the journey grinds to a halt. Sitting in the darkness, a
stranger in their cabin offers to tell the true story of a highly decorated World
War I soldier, who had a chance to kill a young Adolf Hitler - but let him go.

One by Sarah Crossman –
2017 Winner of the Children’s Book Award for older readers.
Another award for this beautifully written book about identity. Grace and
Tippi are conjoined twins, they can no longer be home-schooled. What
will life be like now they are not in a protected world?

ub
Wyvern Book Cl
Our latest read was The Essex Serpent by Sarah Perry, a gothic novel set
in the 1890s. Society during this period was fascinated with the sciences;
palaeontology, evolution, medicine. It was also awash with new ideas, like
feminism and Darwinism, but still steeped in folk lore. This book is a wonderful
mix of these ideas and is full of opposites; religion versus science, good against
evil, and nature versus myth. It is also an interesting insight into the problems
of housing and overcrowding for the poor in Victorian London.
Cora has recently been widowed, releasing her from an abusive marriage. In her youth Cora was
impoverished and conceded to marry a rich, older, powerful man, but she paid a price. Now she is
rich and free to explore her interests in fossil hunting. Cora, her autistic son Francis, and Cora’s friend
Martha accept an invitation to go to the village of Aldwinter in Essex. The villagers believe they are
being terrorized by a winged leviathan. With Cora’s arrival, the pace reaches fever pitch and the
Rector of Aldwinter is in danger of losing his authority as pagan rituals are used to pacify the beast.
The Essex Serpent isn’t predictable, it is carefully plotted, and with the intertwining relationships
between the characters, it makes for a satisfying read.
Our friendly Club meets in the evening every 4-6 weeks during term time. Over the summer
members are reading The Tobacconist by Robert Seethaler and Vinegar Girl by Anne Tyler. If you
would like to join us in the Autumn Term, then please do contact Jane Charles j.charles@wyvern.
hants.sch.uk.

Author Steve Cole Inspires Year 7
Wyvern’s Year 7s had a treat in May when Steve Cole, author of the Young Bond series, entertained them for
an hour. A prolific writer, Steve has not only written the last four of the Young Bond series, but also the Cows in
Action series for younger readers, The Z Rex Trilogy and The Wereling Trilogy for older readers.
His focus on this visit was the last of the Young Bond series, Strike Lightning, about a tragic accident at school,
which Bond thinks is a murder. Steve uses real gadgets and inventions from the 1930s in his Bond books and
showed the audience some of the crazy ideas which have inspired his writing; the first wrist watch camera, the
steam motorbike and even a one wheeled motorcycle. There was a buzz of excitement and possibility in the
room, as the eager Year 7 students explored these and other ideas further.
The books also provide a historical perspective as
they are set in 1930s Europe and Steve told the
students a little about the cruelty of Stalin, which
culminated in 7 million deaths. He was passionate
and enthusiastic about the importance of reading and
demonstrated that through fiction, you can learn in a
fun and exciting way.
The visit was certainly a resounding success
amongst the students, with comments such
as ‘he is such an imaginative writer’ and
‘I loved the weird gadgets, they were so
surprising and I also learnt a lot about history’.

Twenty-five Year 7 students have recently taken part in

this year’s Language Perfect World Championships, an
online global languages competition lasting ten days.

Wyvern Students
Enjoy Global
Language
Challenge

The Wyvern participants spent 86 hours online learning
languages ranging from German and French to
Arabic and Maori. Between them they have answered
a staggering 47,470 questions and achieved 10
certificates. The College came 19th overall in the 1-50
students’ category in the world (out of 237 schools), 3rd
for German in the same category (out of 90 schools)
and 3rd for Greek (out of 35 schools). All students who
achieved certificates should be particularly commended
and Ewan Messenger deserves a special mention, as he
achieved the Elite Certificate coming 311th in the world
out of over 170,000 competitors – a phenomenal
achievement!
A group of students are pictured with their certificates
and they will also be entered into a prize draw by the
competition organisers.

REFLECTIONS ON A VISIT TO WYVERN
Wyvern was delighted
to welcome children’s
author Jo Cotterill in
March. Following her
visit, Jo wrote about the
day on her blog, an
extract from which is
published below:
“Since my first book was
published in 2004, I’ve
been to a lot of schools.
Last Thursday I visited
Wyvern College to deliver
a talk to all of Y8 and
two writing workshops
with students who had
won an in-school writing
competition. I hadn’t
quite taken in until I got
there that the competition
was based on one of
my books, Looking at the
Stars. The library was
decorated with students’
stories about refugees.
Every single student in
Y8 had read the opening
chapter.

huge difference to the
enjoyment level of the
students and the aftereffects of the visit.
But that’s not what made
this visit unique. What
was really jaw-dropping
was that the staff had
also read my books. Not
just the librarian; other
staff. Several of them said
how much they’d enjoyed
A Library of Lemons and
Looking at the Stars. I
have never had so many
staff in my workshops
either. It’s usual for the
class teacher to sit in
the corner, occasionally
calling for order and
possibly doing marking
as I run activities. I think
there were around five
English teachers in
each workshop (with
30 students), they were
engaged, interested and
some even joined in!

Wait – there’s MORE
It’s fantastic when schools uniqueness. Two
get behind an author
governors sat in on my
visit, when the students
event and I had lunch
are familiar with my work with fifteen teaching
and know a bit about
staff and the governors,
me. This has happened
who asked about writing
before, although schools and publishing and
who prep their students
generally made me feel
this well are in the
like a celebrity. It was
minority. It makes a
extraordinary.

And made me think:
what kind of message
does this send to the
students? When the staff
are as excited about
an author visit as the
librarian and kids. When
the staff make the effort
to read a children’s
book to support an
event. When the staff
participate in the author’s
workshops, showing that
they too are passionate
about inspiration and
creativity. I left Wyvern
feeling somewhat
gobsmacked. The kids,
as ever, were great. But
the staff – wow. You rock.
And thank you.”

Visitors enjoyed viewing some
wonderfully creative and imaginative
pieces at the College’s annual Art
Show in June. The show exhibited the
final exam pieces of those students
who have just completed GCSE Art,
with the items on display representing
just a small part of students’ work, as
the final piece requires many hours
of research and drawing.

Talented Artists
Impress at
Annual Art Show

Current Year 10 students, Hannah
Morant and Tahlia Parker, outline
the structure of the course, “Many
students at Wyvern are drawn to the
difficult yet enjoyable subject that is
GCSE Art. During Year 9 students are
given the opportunity to improve
their skills and explore the different
media and styles used by different
artists. However, not all students
experience this year, as many
choose to take this option starting in
Year 10. At the beginning of Year 10,
we begin to add work to our GCSE
coursework portfolio. At the end
of the year, we prepare for our trial
exam, which takes place at the start
of Year 11. During the rest of our final
year, we develop and prepare for
our real and final GCSE exam.”
Mrs Burrows, Head of Art, commented,
“I am so proud of the work completed
by this year’s Year 11 students, who
have demonstrated such variety
of ideas and techniques. The hard
work and dedication shown by all
will prepare students for their future
studies, especially if they continue in
the arts.”
For those who missed the exhibition,
a slideshow of the work can be
viewed online via our website at
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk.

Art Meets RPS
An innovative Year 8 club, combining Art with Religious and Personal Studies, challenged
students to design and make stained glass windows on the theme of British values. Below,
Kieran Foot writes about the aRtPS club:
Meeting every Wednesday,
we have had impeccable
help from all the teachers
supporting us. Our
windows represent the five
British values: Democracy;
Mutual Respect; Tolerance;
Rule of Law; Individual
Liberty and each group
came up with ideas to
portray the value assigned
to them. The images had
to be bold, eye-catching
and self-explanatory so for
my design (Democracy)
I included a ballot-box,
representing everyone’s right to vote; the logos and names of the major political parties;
and a historical reference to women’s suffrage. Wyvern’s Headteacher Mr Newton visited
the club in April, when I asked him about our work:
What do you think of the windows?
I was excited by the idea, as I love stained glass windows in churches and this seemed
a perfect way of combining this area of learning with an artistic pursuit. I think the end
products brilliantly capture a mixture of symbolism, aesthetics and deeper meaning, as
well as being bold, attractive and pleasing to the eye!
Why are British values important?
I think it is perhaps too easy for my generation to have a sense of what ‘Britishness’ is,
and the ‘British values’ that go with it. In reality, the country has changed and we cannot
assume that everyone has the same understanding of these values if we don’t bring
them to the foreground of education and public debate, and reinforce our shared values
which reach back in time. When listed, they are very laudable and surely acceptable
to everyone, but each one could easily become fragile and vulnerable if circumstances
conspired to challenge our strength of conviction. For example, we live in a democracy,
but democracy is not the norm in many countries, including some very powerful ones.
Commenting on the finished windows, Mrs Burrows said, “The students have embraced
the British Values theme and made an excellent contribution to the artwork for the Library.
Well done to everyone involved.”
Kieran Foot, Year 8

Fieldwork in the Heatwave!
The timing couldn’t have been better – two Geography field
trips to the beach during the recent heatwave! However,
there certainly wasn’t time for sun-bathing as 70 Year 10
students visited their case study location of Swanage Bay
on the Dorset Coast to collect essential data for the new
fieldwork exam.
After setting off early for the Jurassic Coast, students surveyed
the bay from Durleston Head, measuring beach sediment to prove
that long-shore drift was happening (the process of material being
moved along the coast), and examined how effective the 18 groynes
costing £2.2 million have been at stopping coastal erosion. Students then considered the social,
economic and environmental opportunities and challenges provided by tourism in Swanage and
assessed how services meet the needs of tourists and or locals (not very well with 89% of shops
being designed for tourists!).
The afternoon was spent at Studland Beach, where students completed field sketches of Old
Harry Rocks, a perfect example of a sea stack formed by erosion, before testing their knowledge
with an exam question. They worked fantastically well to get everything done, especially given
the extreme temperatures.
This was also Mr Clayton’s last fieldtrip before he leaves this summer and students’ behaviour
and positive learning attitude made it a fantastic last hurrah for him. The coach was decorated
in celebration of him and before he did his last ever student count, staff and students made a
tunnel of celebration to applaud him onto the coach!

Go on...have a word with the boss!
Is your business interested in getting involved
with Wyvern College? If so, then Business 4
Schools would love to hear from you.

unique bridge between your brand and
Wyvern College.

Business 4 Schools works closely with schools
across the south coast, including Wyvern
College, producing an array of marketing
material. This newsletter is one example
as Business 4 Schools seeks to forge closer
partnerships with commerce.

Businesses advertising in this newsletter
have seen its value, reaching out to a
huge audience of parents and school
stakeholders. Theirs is a captive audience,
straddling a wide demographic, who want
to read what is happening in their local
school. And, of course, it is supporting your
school.

Education budgets are getting tighter, pupil
numbers are increasing, and Business 4
Schools has identified an innovative solution
for schools to get their message out to their
local community and to key stakeholders.
It's exactly the same philosophy which
business takes in seeking fresh markets.

So let us open the door for your business
to sit at the heart of the community and
to partner with Wyvern College – and if it’s
not you making the decisions, then why not
have a word with the boss!!

That’s why Business 4 Schools is inviting local
companies to get involved with advertising
in Wyvern College’s newsletters. If your
business values its place at the heart of the
community, Business 4 Schools provides a

bus ness
schools
For more details visit:
www.business4schools.co.uk

Year 7 Geographers at Work
Over 120 Year 7 students recently had the opportunity to experience a Geography field
trip for the first time, when they visited Monks Brook, a tributary of the River Itchen.
Students completed a variety of fieldwork techniques including field sketching
meanders, channel and bed load analysis which involved getting into the stream
(alerting Mrs Goss to holes in her wellies!), and assessed the human and physical
features of the local environment through environmental quality surveys.
In preparation for GCSE studies, they also practised GCSE analytical skills considering
the advantages and disadvantages of each method they had used. Throughout the
day, students were ably assisted by the new team of Year 10 Geography prefects, who
were not only aiding Year 7 but also recapping their own hydrology knowledge.
The temperature soared to 20°C and the group enjoyed
the hottest March day for five years and their first picnic
lunch of the year. Some students were also treated to a
performing arts skills showcase as students from Barton
Peveril took to the park to practise tightrope walking
between trees!
Mrs Goss, Geography Curriculum Leader, said, ‘The
students thoroughly embraced getting into the river
to complete pebble analysis and getting a bit muddy!
Everyone left a little rosy cheeked from a day out in the
sunshine!”

RGS Ambassadors Inspire Wyvern Students
In what has become an annual event in the Geography calendar,
the College welcomed two ambassadors, Lauren and Lindsey, from
the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) recently to inspire different
year groups about careers involving Geography.
Younger years were given an interesting presentation on why
Geography is important and why the ambassadors love it. Older
years were informed about the different opportunities and doors
that Geography opens and found that it can be a stepping stone
to roles such as coastal surveyor, disaster manager and architect.
Students participated in a mini-interview activity which gave them
an idea of future career paths involving Geography. Those who
showed an interest in continuing Geography at A-Level were given
booklets explaining where Geography can take them.
As always, this was a fantastic event which not only inspired
students but showed the multitude of routes to a geographical
future. As one student commented, ‘The ambassadors really
helped me to realise the huge variety of job opportunities involving
Geography.’
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Year 8 Comedians
Take To The Stage
Wyvern’s annual Comedy Evening broke with tradition this year by offering Year 8
students the opportunity to write and perform, instead of the usual Year 9s. This
proved to be a great success, with record numbers of students taking up the offer of
the writer’s workshop in the afternoon, and then returning to perform their scripts
in the evening. English Department staff were impressed by the enthusiasm of the
students in the workshop session, ably led by Dave Smith, a professional comedy
writer.
Dave encouraged the students to think about the aspects of their own lives at
home that they love the most, and this proved to be a rich area of inspiration! He
emphasised that the trick to writing good comedy material lies not in trying to write
something funny, but in simply observing the small, relatable habits of everyday
life that we can all connect with. Students considered the difficulties of getting to
sleep, the embarrassment of dad-style karaoke, the difficulties of brothers and the
power of a mum’s death stare, to name but a few of the ideas that caught their
imaginations.
All the students learned some invaluable life skills though participating in this
event; working to a deadline, working with others, being creative, and having the
confidence to speak in front of an audience. At some point in the future, they will all
draw on the skills they have gained from rising to this challenge.
Parents and carers were likewise impressed by the enthusiasm and confidence
of their children, and even more impressed that the evening ended
promptly, in order to avoid the ‘comedy’ disaster of being
trapped in school all night by the road works!

Soul Band Hits the High Notes at Music for Youth Festival
The Band continued Wyvern’s strong tradition of being selected to appear at this
prestigious Festival of the UK’s leading young musicians, with the College’s Concert
Band, Jazz Band, and Choir all having made appearances in recent years.
Featuring in the Rock, Pop, Funk and Soul category, the Band gave superb renditions
of ‘Hold On, I’m Comin’’ by Sam and Dave, ‘Don’t Lose Your Steam’ by Gregory Porter,
‘Blame It On The Boogie’ by The Jackson 5 and ‘Proud Mary’ by Ike & Tina Turner.
Band members also enjoyed an inspirational workshop with the Royal Northern
College of Music Session Orchestra.

The Band rehearses with the legendary Geoff Lai every Tuesday evening, with new
members this year including Christian Wood (vocals), Lucy Bricknell (vocals), Marcus
Childs (keyboard), and Matthew Knight (trumpet). Long-serving members are Matilda
Bell (vocals) who has been in the band since Year 8 and is leaving us this year, Elijah
Jeffery (vocals and guitar) who again is leaving us this year, Oz Gorst (drums), Elliot Bird
(bass guitar) and the ‘dancing boys’ horn section Toby Saunders (sax), Tom Gregory
(trumpet) and Harvey Parsons (trombone), all of whom are moving on this year.
Reflecting on another great musical event, Bryan Postlethwaite, Wyvern’s Head of
Music, said, “The Band wowed the audience at the Festival and should be so proud of
their performance. We will miss the incredibly talented Year 11s who are moving on but
I’m always amazed at how the Band quickly regenerates with fresh players and we look
forward to continued success next year.”

Saturday School
Series Success!

Following several years of successful
Easter Revision Camps, the College
has introduced a new programme of
revision sessions to Year 11 students for
this academic year. There were many
positives with engaging students in a
revision programme during the Easter
break, but there were also a number of
drawbacks such as it being a long time
before the final examinations, students
not always able to access all subjects,
sessions were often not targeted to
groups of students, and students rarely
had their ‘regular’ class teacher.
Following consultation with staff, the
new initiative delivered a series of
predominantly two hour sessions on
Saturday mornings covering the bulk
of GCSE subjects. Most sessions were
open to all students but there were some
‘invite only’ sessions covering key topics
identified during trial examinations
and targeting specific tiers of entry /
target grades. There were some highly
productive revision classes ranging from
masterclasses in the classroom through
to ‘Walking Talking Exams’ in the Sports
Hall. Students who attended have
provided extremely positive feedback and

we will certainly look to deliver something
similar next year.
As we look to future year groups, it
is worth drawing attention to the fact
that where sessions were ‘invite only’,
departments often looked at Work Ethic
scores achieved by students over the
course of the year as a good starting
point along with whether students were
regularly making the most of Period 6
lessons.
The Saturday School Series was just
the tip of the iceberg in terms of
revision undertaken by the outgoing
Year 11. Attendance at lunch time and
‘Period 6’ revision classes was strong
in the Summer Term and staff spent a
great deal of time coaching students
to be able to revise independently
at home. Together with a structured
revision timetable delivered by the RPS
Department and comprehensive guides
provided by individual departments,
students were able to plan their time and
effort effectively. We are confident that
students can look forward to Results Day
in August and reap the rewards of their
hard work.

Careers Roundup
A number of Year 7 and 8 students attended the Future Finders Event at the Botley
Park Hotel organised by the Careers and Enterprise Company. Students were asked
to think about their dream job and what three skills they thought would be most
important. A speed networking event followed where students quizzed local employers
about their jobs and what skills they needed. With representatives from a diverse
range of sectors including construction, accountancy, travel, engineering, architecture
and the Navy, students enjoyed hearing about the different opportunities in the local
area. They certainly came away with a greater knowledge of jobs available to them
and felt more confident about making decisions regarding their future choices.
For those interested in NHS careers, the Healthcare Science Showcase at
Southampton General Hospital was a superb opportunity to meet representatives
from over 13 departments ranging from Nutrition and Dietetics, to Cardiac
Physiology and Clinical Engineering. Students spent ten minutes with each team
finding out about the specific roles, qualifications required, and day to day
expectations, and were also able to try out different medical equipment and ask staff
questions about their careers. As the NHS is the largest employer in the South, it is
important for students to realise the broad range of careers available and this event
really opened their eyes to lots of jobs that they were not aware of.
The annual Mock Interview Day earlier this term was another busy day, as each
Year 10 student had a 1:1 interview with a representative from local industry. With
apprenticeships becoming more popular, we were lucky to have interviewers who
had been through the apprenticeship process right through to completing degrees,
and they were able to give advice on what employers are looking for when recruiting
apprentices which was really helpful. Most students were nervous as they had not
experienced an interview before, but they had prepared well and the interviewers
were impressed with the maturity of the year group.

Introducing the New Senior Prefect Team
Recently, students and staff elected our
Head Boy and Head Girl, Toby O’Connor
and Philippa Ward who are already setting
the tone and standard for other students.
Our five Senior Prefects were also elected
(Rebekah Wall, Sophie Currie, Christian
Wood, Niall Reeves and Cream Muenprom)
during what was an exceptional assembly
and expression of some of Wyvern’s most
worthy students. I am greatly enjoying
working with this team.

Having just seen the current Year 11’s
Leavers’ Assembly, I am feeling suddenly
aware that a year from now we will,
in all likelihood, have said our formal
goodbyes and will be overwhelmed with the
excitement and anticipation of the Prom. I
think we all know that the next year is going
to go quickly and will, just like the ones
behind us, hold both some challenging
and truly awesome times – all of which will
contribute to our great Wyvern memory
bank.

Year 10s have also had their first experience
of sitting exams in the Sports Hall in what
can only be described as quite a gruelling
experience for everyone and especially for
some of our more vulnerable students. I
am so pleased that the year group’s conduct
was exemplary during their first “training
expedition” as we head towards the real
things less than a year from now.

I would like to wish everyone in Y10 and
their families a good break over the summer
and I look forward to welcoming you back
in September in great-looking uniform as
the most senior year group. I would urge
all parents to check communications from
the school regarding uniform to avoid
unnecessary frustration at the start of term –
thank you for your support.

Well done Year 10!

Have a great holiday!
Donna Howard
Year 10 Pastoral Leader

Year 9 Students Supporting Others
Students in Year 9 are now more than half way through their time at Wyvern College. How much
has been achieved so far and how much more to come!
Many students will be starting to think about the next phase in their education, as one of the
senior year groups, showing leadership skills and giving back to the college. Students this year
have already taken on roles such as Reading and Numeracy Ambassadors, Learning Leaders
and Peer Supporters. Wyvern has many opportunities to offer and Year 9 students have taken
each and every one of them! As well as giving a great service to the College and other students,
it is also a chance to improve personal leadership skills and lead by example. Students also
gain satisfaction from giving their time to help someone in need and learn how to work with
other, perhaps more vulnerable, students. Those students undertaking the various roles have
shown understanding, compassion and generosity and we thank them for making a genuine
contribution to the life of Wyvern. We also look forward to reading the prefect application letters
from these students next term.
We wish everyone a happy, healthy and safe summer break and look forward to seeing you in
September, ready to start the next phase at Wyvern.
Katherine Burrows,
Year 9 Acting Pastoral Leader

ECCLES BUILDING & CONSULTANCY LLP

IS THERE A PROJECT WE
CAN HELP YOU WITH?
PROJECT MANAGEMENT | ARCHITECTURAL-PLANNING-STRUCTURAL | BUILD-EXTEND-REBURB
Specialists in fully bespoke project management and building
services to those wishing to embark on any build project in the
Hampshire, Wiltshire and New Forest areas.
Call us on 01794 399901
or email lee@ecclesbuilding.co.uk

www.ecclesbuilding.co.uk

Year 8 Review
As the academic year ends, we are both invigorated by the promise and potential
illustrated by Year 8 students, and energised by the thought of them launching into
GCSE courses in September. Without exception, they have made mature and deliberate
choices in their subject selection and should be looking forward to the opportunities
ahead. I would like to thank Mr Stocks, and his team, for making the Options process
run so smoothly and I know that he would wish to thank all of you for your patience and
positivity.
The range of skills and contributions demonstrated by individual students is remarkable.
It is terrific to see the levels of participation in school clubs: drama productions, sports
teams, live music, creative writing, and French Literature. And the levels of participation
are echoed outside school too with swimming galas, BMX motos, cricket matches, poetry
readings and musical events. This cohort is dynamic; made up of some really fine young
people who provide outstanding role-models. A case in point is the recent Comedy
Evening. Watching thirty or more brave souls script and perform their own stand-up
routines was inspiring and hilarious in equal measure!
Without offering any spoilers ahead of the Celebration Assembly, I wonder whether any
tutor group will challenge N2 for the attendance crown; 97% will take some beating! Who
will be first to top 1000 points for achievement – A1 or L2? Could anyone wrestle the
Conduct Award from W2? The competition across the board is fierce!
I should like to thank Mrs Freer for her unwavering support this year; she has been
a pleasure to work with and I know she has made a really meaningful impact on the
academic and emotional progress of many students. Welcome back, too, to Mrs Weaver,
as she regathers the reins ready for Year 9.
A huge thank you to all the students who have made my few months in charge so much
fun and the very best of luck as you enter Year 9.

Steve Lines,
Year 8 Acting Pastoral Leader

Year 7 Review
It seems amazing that it was only twelve
months ago that Year 6s were visiting
Wyvern for the various transitional activities.
Now a year on, Year 7 go from strength to
strength and it has been a pleasure to be at
the helm for their first year at Wyvern.
Highlights of the year include Year 7 Activity
Day, involving team building activities in
tutor groups. The Autumn term also saw
Year 7 students visiting the Tate Modern and
The Globe Theatre, an incredible experience
for those involved. While at Christmas, over
100 students dressed in Christmas jumpers
enjoyed a festive lunch with all the trimmings.
It has also been a positive year from a
sporting perspective, with the Year 7 Boys’
Rugby Team finishing unbeaten in the
league and a respectable 5th at the County
Rugby Tournament. Year 7 Boys finished top
of the league in football, made the final of
the District Cup and reached the quarter
final of the County Cup. Special mention
to Anya Woolvine and Jessica Heads for
their commitment to cross-country, both
represented Wyvern and the District and
should be very proud of their efforts.

Year 7 continue to impress in the classroom
and those who have shone out were
rewarded at the Success Assembly in June, a
lovely occasion with awards and certificates
issued and various non-academic talents
showcased. Special mention to Victoria
MacLennan and Kaitlin Blackwell for their
welcoming renditions on violin and flute
respectively. Well done to Amy Wedgbrow
who showed real courage to perform a solo
dance routine, and to Noah Chiari and
Thomas Knight for their musical duet on
saxophone and drums which they composed
from scratch. Ankita Robert played the piano
beautifully, while Connor Sullivan displayed
his considerable gymnastic skills to end the
show (pictured).
May I thank parents and carers of Year 7
students for your support too. Mrs Finch
and I have really enjoyed getting to know
this wonderful year group and wish you all a
relaxing Summer break!
Clive Gamble ,
Year 7 Pastoral Leader

Flowers Galore in the Wyvern Garden

The Wyvern Garden has provided blooms through the seasons this year. A cheerful
and colourful display of spring-time bulbs filled the Memorial Garden. Many of these
had been planted by the Gardening Club and Bereavement Group last Autumn.
For the Summer, sweet peas grown from seed have provided a superb display. The
Year 8 students had the opportunity to grow these during tutor time and the result has
been a blaze of colour, with many blooms being picked to brighten up classrooms and
offices. Mrs Weaver came up with the idea to involve all of her year group in a project
while she has been on maternity leave and she certainly has a colourful garden to
come back to!
Dedicated gardening club students have been given
their own area of the Wyvern Garden to maintain
and have also established a watering rota for the
really hot days when the plants need extra
attention. Mrs Bashford continues to
support the Club, bringing a wealth
of knowledge and expertise to the
sessions.
We are looking forward to the new
academic year and welcoming some
green-fingered Year 7 students to the
Club.

Duke of Edinburgh
Award News
This year over forty Year 10 students
have been enrolled on the Bronze Award.
They have so far completed four practice
walks and a two-night practice camp
in preparation for their final expedition
which is externally moderated by New
Forest assessors. Students are in teams of
up to seven and have to plan their route
over two days, working out what food
and kit they need. They also have an
expedition aim which is agreed with the
assessor prior to the trip. Over two days
the teams can walk up to thirty kilometres
taking some six to seven hours each day.
On successful completion, each team
member will have the expedition part of
their award signed off by the assessor.
In addition, students have been working
hard on the three other sections of the
award; volunteering, skills and physical.
Many choose to take up opportunities
within College whilst others are involved
within the local community supporting
cub groups, after school clubs in primary
schools, or external sport teams. We

recently received a certificate from
County Head Office to say that in the
last year Wyvern DofE volunteers had
completed 605 hours of community
volunteering which is a fantastic
achievement!
The overall completion rate at Wyvern
remains high compared to local and
national standards, with 89% of those
enrolled completing the award within
the last year. This is testament to the
dedication and hard work that students
put into it.
We are also in the second year of
running the Silver Award for Year
11. This is a real challenge in terms
of commitment and organisation for
students in their final GCSE year. Their
expedition takes place further afield in
Exmoor over three days and is a real
step up from the Bronze expedition in the
New Forest.

Phoenix Timber Buildings
Add outdoor space and value to your home
with our unique garden offices, beautiful
garden rooms, stunning garden studios,
traditional timber garages, sturdy workshops
and more. Enhance your lifestyle without the
hassle of an expensive extension.
Further information can be found
on our website:

www.phoenixtimberbuildings.co.uk
Alternatively, please call

01252 712 227

(These pictures are examples of previous commissions)

5% off shell building price by quoting Business 4 Schools

Wyvern Girls’
Football Success

Wyvern Girls’ Football Teams have
enjoyed a fabulous season this year,
winning both the Under 15s District
Cup and the Under 16s County Cup.

The Under 15s team were undefeated on their route to the finals and
overcame Henry Beaufort 3-1 on penalties in the semi-final. Opponents in
the final, which took place at Wide Lane in Swaythling in March, were Kings’
Winchester. The girls were apprehensive playing a team who some had
previously met in a separate competition and knew they were up against a
tough side. However, they overcame their nerves and played amazingly well,
scoring some brilliant goals and ending with a resounding 7-2 win to take the
District Cup.
The Under 16s team won their place in the County Cup by beating Wavell
4-2 on penalties. Travelling to the final against Henry Beaufort at Testwood
Stadium in May, they knew they would be facing a good team having beaten
them in the District competition. The first half was quick to start with both
sides scoring a goal but the remainder of the game was goalless, although
hard fought with injuries on both sides. It was again down to penalties to
decide the match. A tense and exciting penalty shoot-out followed, with both
teams scoring four and then missing one, but a timely save and then a goal
by Wyvern secured the Cup and the elated players ran onto the pitch for a
team celebration.
Reflecting on the season, Becky Philips, PE Teacher, said, “A massive well done
to all who have played and trained this season in the U13s, 14s, 15s and
16s. I’m immensely proud of what you have achieved and how far you have
come as teams and look forward to another great season in September.”

For up to 20 children
Book a professional studio
recording experience party. Record
any song you wish and receive a
free CD. Our dance hall is available
to hire for discos and dance
parties. We also can cater buffet
options on hot and cold food and
drinks for your party.
Customise the party to suit you!

From
just £12
per
person

Call River Studios on 023 8065 8373
info@poppartysouthampton.com www.poppartysouthampton.com

Singing
& Music
Lessons
Buy One Get
One Free!

Available for all singing, keyboard,
drum and guitar lessons.
Offer strictly applicable to one per customer.

Call 023 8065 8373 or
reception@riverstudios.co.uk
for more information

All Set for Tennis!
For the first time in several
years, Wyvern has organised
and competed in school
Tennis fixtures this season.
Boys and girls from Years 7
and 8 have taken part in
U13 matches, with Years 9
and 10 participating in the
U15 events. Fantastic effort
and commitment has been
shown by all the teams and
the U13 boys narrowly missed
out on winning the league.
Wyvern also hosted the Year
7 and 8 School Games Event
for the district and ran a ‘Road to Wimbledon’ Qualifying Tournament (a national event)
with Daniel Kimber (Year 9) winning the event and progressing to the next stage of the
tournament.
It’s been great to see Tennis attracting so many students and they have certainly enjoyed
the experience of competing in fixtures.

Young Athletes Compete for Track and Field Honours
The 40th Annual Schools Athletics Championships took place in June at Southampton Athletics
Stadium, where 15 Eastleigh and Winchester schools competed against each other for track
and field honours. The standard was one of the strongest in recent years with three course
records being broken on the day! Despite it coinciding with a Wyvern INSET Day, the College
was still able to field a team of 33 young athletes.
EASTLEIGH AND WINCHESTER DISTRICT
SCHOOL SPORTS ASSOCIATION
40th TRACK AND FIELD
CHAMPIONSHIPS AND TRIALS

Wyvern students were impeccably behaved and displayed great
commitment and effort, with individual successes in the following
disciplines:
Kieren McCosh was 1st in the Year 7 Boys’ Discus, Ruben
Ormesher came 2nd in the Year 7 Boys’ Javelin, and Jadon
Strand was 3rd in the Year 7 Boys’ 150m.
Alina Eichhorst was 2nd in the Year 9 Girls’ Discus and the Year
9 Girls’ Relay Team of Alina Eichhorst, Millie Baker, Emily Howe
and Siena Millen came 5th in the final, despite one athlete
sustaining an injury in the heats.

2017

The Championships also act as a trial for the Year 7 and 8
Eastleigh and Winchester District Team and based on their
performances Ruben Ormesher and Kieren McCosh were
selected with Jadon Strand in reserve for the 150m for the event
which takes place in July.

Fitness
Timetable
Monday

Pump It! - Geoff
Pilates Beginners - Colleen
Step It Up - Sammi
Spinning - Sammi

6.00pm-6.55pm
6.30pm-7.20pm
7.05pm-8.00pm
8.10pm-8.55pm

Non members £5
Payable course
Non member £5
Non members £5

Tuesday

Teen Gym
Box Fit - Geoff
Pilates Improvers - Colleen
Pilates Advanced - Colleen
Zumba - Hayley
Kettlebell H.I.I.T - Hayley
Kettle & Core - Hayley

3.00pm-4.30pm
6.00pm-6.55pm
6.10pm-7.00pm
7.10pm-8.00pm
7.00pm-7.45pm
8.05pm-8.30pm
8.35pm-9.00pm

£3 per session
Non members £5
Payable course
Payable course
Non members £5
Non members £3
Non members £3

Wednesday

Circuits - Geoff
Ultimate Intervals & Abs-Sammi
Spinning Intervals & Abs-Sammi
Totally Shredded - Sammi

6.00pm-6.55pm
7.05pm-7.55pm
7.05pm-7.55pm
8.05pm-9.00pm

Non members £5
Non members £5
Non members £5
Non members £5

Thursday

Gym Crossfit - Colleen
Teen Gym
Fit & Firm - Hayley
Parent and Teen Gym
Hatha Yoga Intermediate - Colleen
Hatha Yoga Beg - Colleen

7.10am-7.45am
3.00pm-4.30pm
6.00pm-6.55pm
6.30pm-8.00pm
6.30pm-7.20pm
7.30pm-8.15pm

Non members £5
£3 per session
Non members £5
£3 per session
Payable course
Payable course

Friday

Insanity - Hayley
Parent and Teen Gym

6.00pm-6.50pm
6.30pm-8.00pm

Non members £5
£3 per session

Saturday

Spinning - Sammi
Body Blitz - Geoff
Legs, Bums, Tums - Sammi
Parent and Teen Gym

8.30am-9.15am
9.30am-10.25am
10.30am-11.25am
11.00am-12.30pm

Non members £5
Non members £5
Non members £5
£3 per session

Sunday

Pilates (mixed ability) - Colleen 10.00am-10.55am
Parent and Teen Gym
11.00am-12.30pm

Non members £5
£3 per session

Free to members

Members £2

10 Session passes available

Prepaid enrolment required

Classes:
If less than 3 people attend a class the instructor may cancel the class on that day. Management reserve the
right to cancel or reduce the number of classes on offer at any time at short notice. There are no refunds available for
members as a consequence of any changes made to the class timetable. Courses: Please note that Pilates and Yoga
courses except Sunday Pilates must be booked at the Community Enterprise Office 023 80 692678. Pump it, Spin, Gym
Circuits classes must be pre-booked via the Fitness Team on 023 80 603229. Places are issued on a first come first
served basis. Price: Selected classes available free to Monthly and Annual Sport and Fitness Members. Non members
prices vary depending on class type and time.

Tennis

For Everyone

In partnership with Nick Mort Tennis Coaching and Wyvern College, Wyvern Tennis
Club offers affordable tennis to everyone, whether you are a beginner or advanced, all
players old and new are very welcome to come and enjoy our facilities, within a very
friendly atmosphere.









No contracts, No obligations

The Club is LTA registered
Or
Offers extended playing hours
6 floodlit courts
Priority on line booking 7 days in advance
For 3 month trial when
Free entry into Wimbledon Ticket Ballot
you sign up for monthly
Opportunities to play for Club Teams
Direct Debit
Play internal competitions
Additional coaching sessions available with Nick Mort (PAYG sessions)

Annual Memberships

Valid 1st Dec 2014 - 28th Feb 2015

Adult - £30 per year / Junior (age up to 18) - £20 per year

Sign Up

Sat 10th Jan 2015

Wyvern Community Enterprise, Wyvern College, Botley Road,
-1pm
Fair Oak, Eastleigh, SO50 7AN
Contact: 023 80 692678, www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk
To get £10 off either
community@wyvern.hants.sch.uk
offer

MUGA (Multi Use Games Area)
Evening slots & Sat 11am-1pm
available from May to end of August
Off peak slots available at
discounted rates - 25% off list price
Saturdays from 1300-1700
Sundays from 11.30-1600

Pitch available for Pre Season matches from August
Wyvern Community Enterprise, Wyvern College,
Botley Road, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, SO50 7AN - 023 80 692678
community@wyvern.hants.sch.uk
www.wyverncommunity.co.uk

Dates for Your Diary
Autumn Term 2017
First Half-Term
Date 					Event
Mon 04 September			
College re-opens after Summer Holiday
					11.00am Year 7 only
Tues 05 September 			
8.30am College re-opens to all other year groups
Thurs 21 September 			
1.10pm Early closure prior to Open Evening
					6.30pm Open Evening
Fri 22 September				
INSET Day – College closed
Mon 23 – Fri 27 October 		
Half-term Holiday

Second Half-Term
Date					Event
Mon 30 October				
INSET Day – College closed
Weds 29 November – Sat 02 December
7.00pm College Production
Tues 12 December			
7.00pm Christmas Concert at Thornden School
Thurs 21 December			
12.30pm College closes for Christmas Break
					
Spring Term starts on Thursday 04 January 2018

INSET Days 2018
Thurs 29 March 2018
Fri 29 June 2018
Mon 23 July 2018

Contacting the College
By phone – 02380 692679
By email – enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.
Or contact Pastoral and Curriculum
Leaders directly via the ‘Contact and
Payments’ page on the website at
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk.

Keeping in Touch with College Events
Visit our website –
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk
Like us on Facebook –
www.facebook.co.uk/WyvernCollege
Follow us on Twitter – @WyvernCollege

Your Local
Double Glazing
Specialists
Call for a home visit

02380 692447

www.advancedexteriorplastics.co.uk
Windows Doors Conservatories Orangeries Fascias Soffits Guttering

bus ness
schools

Bringing schools
closer to local
businesses

To advertise in this newsletter
please call us on

02392 445227
or email

hello@business4schools.co.uk

Botley Road
Fair Oak
Eastleigh
Hampshire
SO50 7AN
Tel: 023 8069 2679
Email: enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk
Web: www.wyverncollege.org.uk

