Autumn 2013

Reading into 2014...
A Christmas Wish

If I could have one wish from the
Christmas Fairy this Yuletide, it
would be to instil in every Wyvern
youngster a natural thirst for
reading. Exposure to the printed
word is key to nearly everything
in terms of our children’s progress
and futures.
The more they read, the better
they will be able to think and
communicate and write.
The
more they read, the greater will
be their personal word-power,
and with it their ability to make
sense of the world, articulate
their understanding and express
their ideas and feelings.
The
more they read, the more
accurate they will be in their use
of their language, and with it will
come sel f - con fide n ce and
empowerment. A reasonably well
-educated adult should have a
working vocabulary of about
75,000 words, but a person’s
active language (i.e. words they
use, not just the words they
understand) will always be less
than their passive. This is why
children get frustrated when they
have got something to say but
they just cannot find the right
words to say it.

High Attainment

We very recently received our
RAISEonline Summary Report for
2013 and there is much to
celebrate in this report. RAISE
stands for “Reporting and
Analysis for Improvement through

The Sound of Music Another Outstanding College Production
(see page 3 for a full report)

School Self-Evaluation”, which I
am sure sounds quite dull to
most people! However, to us, it
is a most important document
for it compares how we are
doing in terms of examination
performance with all the other
secondary schools in the
country.
The key highlights include:
Wyvern’s attainment with
respect to students achieving
5+ higher grade GCSEs,
including Maths & English,
which is above the national
average; students’ average
achievement in their best eight
subjects, which is significantly

above national average; Wyvern
students’ attainment in Maths,
which is significantly above the
national norm; ditto – Sciences,
German, Music, PE, Food
Technology, Media Studies &
Statistics. The Report also tells us
that, in terms of our students’
performances in our GCSE and
traditionally academic curriculum,
they are outstripping their peers
up and down the country. It is
only when you throw into the mix
Key Stage 4 courses which are
deemed to be the ‘equivalent’ of
the value of GCSEs that others
come close to matching our
achievement.

Raising the Bar

Where we would particularly like
to improve is in the progress and
attainment of students who
arrived at Wyvern with average of
Level 4c or 4b in their Year 6 Key
Stage 2 assessments, particularly
in examination subjects which
require a high degree of literacy.
This reflects a national picture
and one of the conclusions is
that, as GCSE examinations get
harder and the metaphorical bar
is being raised, then students
with weaknesses in literacy skills
will find (are finding) the going
tougher.
We can make a
difference as a school, of course,
but we need help for this is a
stubborn problem, the solution for
which requires both school and
home to pool their resources.
My view is that the Secretary of
State for Education, Mr Gove, in
his quest for academic and
intellectual rigour, is determined
to create a new class divide; a
world of the ‘haves’ and the ‘have
nots’. The ‘haves’ will be those
who are confident, independent
readers and writers; the ‘have
nots’ will be those whose literacy
skills never progress much
beyond where they were in junior
school (e.g. Level 4c) because
reading a book or putting pen to
paper is too much of an effort,
especially when there are so
many other distractions in a
teenager’s life! They could be
said to be suffering from ‘word
poverty’. Mr Gove would argue
that it is his intention that all
children should be inspired to
achieve the heights of
achievement when tested against
a n e x a c t i n g , t r a di t i o n a l l y
academic education, and teachers
and parents should not have any
excuses.
It is, of course, difficult to argue
against such ambition, for we all
want the best for our children,
and there is no mystery to the
secret of academic success: our
children need to work hard to

acquire the necessary skills. It
is estimated that it takes
10,000 hours of meaningful
practice to become an expert in
something, and that includes
mastering our own language.
Such mastery does not come
automatically with age; it needs
constant application to the
printed word. And there are
simply not enough hours in the
school day to become an expert
reader and writer.

We Need Your Help!

Therefore, my Headteacher’s
Christmas Appeal which links to
my Christmas wish, is that
parents join me in a campaign
to get your children, our
students, reading more,
particularly those youngsters
who left their junior school with
Level 4 attainment – not in
itself anything to be ashamed
of, – but they are going to have
a much steeper hill to climb
with regard to new-style GCSEs
with each passing year. I want
to give all parents licence to
curtail the hours their children
spend watching television, or
playing on games consoles or
other devices. Instead,
they need to read more
(Kindles or equivalents
are good!). We need to
feed
their
minds;
otherwise, their brain
growth will be stunted.
If we do not succeed,
w e
w i l l
b e
disadvantaging
our
children and reducing
considerably their life
chances. This is not an
exaggeration!

Autumn
Highlights

What our RAISEonline
Report does not report
on, however, are all the
other
Wyvern
accomplishments which
have been achieved in a
typical term, many of

which are featured in the
following pages.
There are
significant headlines, such as the
magnificent production of The
Sound of Music, and other
triumphs in the performing arts
such as the Christmas Concert at
Thornden Hall, or our awardwinning Soul Band’s guest
appearance at the TUC
Conference in Bournemouth in
September. Then there are the
sporting achievements: our Year
8 boys’ District Soccer Cup
Championship, for example.
Thanks must go to Mr Kerslake
for his development of our Duke
of Edinburgh programme, and
this term he led a group of
youngsters on a trip to the
Hampshire Mountain Centre in
the Brecon Beacons.
Twenty
Wyvern students climbed Pen y
Fan (886m) but they probably
would consider their caving
experience to have been more
challenging in terms of
developing their courage and
confidence! Do read about all
that is going on in our Languages
Department – there is a reason
why we are the proud holders of
the International Schools Award!

I wish I had space to talk about
the students’ efforts and
achievements in so many other
fields: in charity fundraising, in
participating in the democratic
machinery of the college; in a
wide variety of enrichment
activities; in educational trips; and
in competitions. In fact, we had
enough news material to fill two

editions of the Newsletter!
Consuming this Newsletter will
be a good starting-point for what
I hope will be your own New
Year’s resolution to read more
and be a positive reading rolemodel for your wonderful
offspring!

On that note, it is time for me to
sign off and wish all of our
families and friends a very Merry
Christmas and a blissfully Happy
New Year!

Alan Newton
Headteacher

The Sound of Music - Show Review
The College was alive with the
sound of music earlier this month
as over 40 students took part in
our annual production. The
Sound of Music must be one of
the most loved musicals, telling
the tale of Maria, the novice nun,
who falls in love with the handsome Captain Georg Von Trapp
and his seven beautiful children.
Against a backdrop of stunning
Austrian scenery, and set during
the early days of the Second
World War, the adventure, romance and suspense are memorably developed by a series of
wonderful, sing-along songs.
Playing to a packed house every
night, and with the addition of a
matinee on Saturday as well this
year, the show was simply outstanding in every respect and
delivered a feast of drama, singing, dance routines, costume and
scenery.

The students on stage gave
superb performances and
had been rehearsing twice a
week since May under the
direction of Ms Cream and Mr
Postlethwaite.
They were
accompanied by an impressive orchestra of students
and professional musicians.
A huge thank you to everyone who helped behind the
scenes - all those students
and staff who assisted with
front of house, as stage
crew, with costumes, sets,
lights and parking. And finally, not forgetting the audiences who came to see the
show and showed their appreciation for the talents of
our students, and to those
parents who stayed behind
after the final performance
to help take the set down!

Around the Year Groups
Year 7

Year 7 have made a really good
start to the next phase of their
education at Wyvern College and
appear to have settled in very
well. We already have some keen
sporting enthusiasts and some
wonderful singers and musicians
amongst us.
I have been
delighted with the number of
students attending various after
college clubs - well done and keep
this up as there is so much to
choose from. We also went to
Fairthorne Manor in October and
had a fabulous day; it was good
to see students (and some tutors)
overcoming fears, encouraging
each other and simply having a go
- well done!

The year group have selected
their Tutor Representatives and
also the Year Representatives
have been elected with Mrs
McNay and they are already
doing a great job.
It was
wonderful to see them at Tutor
Rep training recently with Mr
Metcalfe. By the time you read
this, we will probably have
celebrated our Christmas
Assembly, enjoyed the TOP 100
Praise Event, raised some
money via the Year 7 Disco for
our charities (Room to Read &
St. Trizah's Orphanage School)
and also stuffed ourselves at our
Christmas Lunch.
I am
delighted with my new year
group and am really looking
forward to continuing to getting
to know them.
Joyeux Noël!

Mrs D Howard
Year 7 Pastoral Leader

Year 8

Phew, what a term! It’s been
non-stop and that’s even
without the extra issues caused
by a gas leak and HPV injections
for the girls.

It is great to see students taking
such active parts in productions
like Rya Bacilla and Matilda Bell in
their leading roles in “The Sound
of Music”, and it’s even better to
know that they don’t let it prevent
them making such excellent
progress in their lessons at the
same time. Well done to all those
involved, both on stage and
behind the scenes.
It was encouraging to see the
number of parents who attended
Academic Review Day in
November, as well as accessing
their child’s data on-line before
hand, which is vital for future
success. We will be relying on this
support in order to continue the
progress that is being made by
the vast majority of pupils. It is
important that parents see the
summary of progress prior to the
meeting, in order to set
challenging, relevant , yet
manageable targets. 92.2% of
Year 8 students attended
Academic Review Day with at
least one parent, which shows
how importantly we all treat it. If
parents have any feedback about
access to the on-line data, or
about Academic Review Day in
general, please let us know.

Year 7 students enjoying themselves at the
team-building day at Fairthorne Manor in September

A highlight of the term for many
students will have been the trip to
The Black Country Museum in
October. The History department
have always found that this is a
super way of enhancing students’
learning about life in Victorian
Britain, with its replica mines,
authentic canal boats, Victorian
schoolhouse and proper fish and
chips. As ever, our students were
a credit to Wyvern and got a
great deal out of the visit.

who were the first climbers ever
to scale Angel Falls), who
deliver powerful positive
messages about many of those
qualities that we
hold so
important, like perseverance,
personal organisation and target
setting. The inspiring stories
that Ben Heason and Aaron
Phipps (wheelchair rugby)
presented to the students have
been such a positive influence
on all of them.

Recently we have had two ‘theme
days’, where we have been
working on “Be the best you can
be” and “Human Rights Day”.
These events are a really
important aspect to all students’
personal, social and citizenship
education. We regularly welcome
outside speakers into school, such
as Ben Heason (part of the team

With the Christmas break
approaching, can I wish all Year
8 pupils and their families a
happy and safe Christmas
holiday. I look forward to seeing
you all return safe and well in
January.

Mr C Street
Year 8 Pastoral Leader

Year 9

Year 9 have made a great start to
the new academic year as they
have settled into KS4 and new
GCSE courses. We have had a
busy term with trips to the
Bournemouth Synagogue, the
Solent Skills Festival and
Southampton University.
Students from across the tutor
groups have been enjoying
competing in the first House
games of the year. In October,
we hosted a ‘high achiever’s
lunch’ for 27 students in the year
group who represent the top 10%
academically. The students were
awarded their high achiever’s
badges by Mr Newton and Mr
Carr.
In November Kira Chard, Tasmin
Smith and Jess Long received
certificates and prizes for their
winning entries to the recent
Hampshire inter-faith calendar
competition pictured below. This
was the first time Wyvern had
entered the competition so I am
thrilled that the girls work has
been published.
As you will know from previous
newsletters, the year group are
hard at work raising money for
the Piam Brown children’s cancer
ward at Southampton General
Hospital.
We started our
fundraising efforts for the year

The winning entries produced by
Kira Chard, Tasmin Smith and
Jess Long for the Hampshire
Inter-faith Calendar 2014

with a Halloween disco and raised
over £300 as we danced the night
away. Many students came in
fancy dress and it was fantastic to
see so many of the year group
(and tutors) enjoying themselves.
Also in November, our year reps
Olivia Borham and Thomas Koeck
collected the St Thomas’ charity
cup for the second year running,
awarded to the year group that
raises the most money over the
academic year. The tutor reps
are already hard at work selling
raffle tickets for our grand
chocolate and toy raffle and we
aim to raise a further £200 by the
end of term. If you have any
fundraising ideas or could support
our
efforts in any way then
please get in touch with me at
j.firth@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.
Congratulations must go to Isaac
Porter, who was elected as one of
the new student governors for
Wyvern. I know that Isaac will do
a great job representing the views
of our students. I also want to
congratulate all the Year 9
students who took part in this
term's production of "The Sound
of Music". Looking ahead, Year 9
Parents’ Evening will take place
on 7th January and the GCSE
options form will be available for
parents on the evening.
Once again this has been a really
positive term for Year 9 and I
would like to thank you for your
continuing support. I wish you all
a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Mrs J Firth
Year 9 Pastoral Leader

Year 10

Where is the time going? I find it
hard to believe we are almost half
way into Year 10 already.
Talk of Year 11 has begun with
students thinking about their final
GCSE, The Prom and life after
Wyvern. With approximately 60
school weeks remaining until the

start of final GCSEs, I can see
why students are getting
excited but also focused and
prepared.

successful year group, both
academically and with regards to
their contribution to the college
and wider community.

The prefect application process
is now fully under way, and
any student wishing to apply
for the role of prefect should
be reminded that the deadline
for letters of application is
Friday 10th January 2014
(15:00).

The count down is on, in more
ways than one. As I write this
there are:

In order to maximise your
child's Wyvern experience, I
encourage all students to take
part in some form of extracurricular activity. There is so
much to choose from, ranging
from one of the many Sports
clubs right through to
department catch up clinics. It
was great to see Year 10
students involved in the
amazing college production of
The Sound of Music, both on
stage and behind the scenes!
Special congratulations should
be passed to Emma Bowen,
Kim Fry, Nikita Hadavale,
Eleanor Newman, Katie Mann,
Luke Parsons and Alex Kirkby
who achieved the best Average
Attitude score for Year 10 at
the recent Academic review Straight 1's!
Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

Mr N Cleaver
Year 10 Pastoral Leader

Year 11

The Year 11 office looks a little
different this year, with a new
Pastoral Leader and new
Pastoral Assistant, Miss Rippin.
I can honestly say both Miss
Rippin and I are thoroughly
enjoying getting to know the
students and are so pleased to
have taken on such a



1 day until their final
Christmas lunch



4 days until trial exams
start on Friday 13th!



45 days until trial exam
results are issued



48 days until the final
year group photo



56 days until their final
Parents’ Evening



133 days until Prefects
Presentation Assembly



189 days until the Prom

I know the pressures of Year 11
are felt by most students and Mrs
Bruce and I have already helped
many students in completing
college applications and preparing
them for interviews.
With trial exams just round the
corner, I can see lots of Year 11
activity when I walk round college
after 3pm; as Year 11 students
attend Period 7 to ensure
coursework is completed or to
receive extra tuition as part of
their revision programme.
Despite the trial exams following
the Christmas Holidays, I do hope
Year 11s are able to enjoy some
much needed 'down time' during
the Holidays. Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

Miss L Jeffery
Year 11 Pastoral Leader

Green Week November 2013
Chemists of the future at Wyvern
recently had a practical experience designing their own biofuels
in Science. As part of the College’s
‘Green Week’, Year 8 students
worked on a cross-curricular link
between Maths, English and Science with the aim of improving
sustainability.
What is biodiesel? How is it
made? Is it cheaper than diesel?
Controversially, does using it take
away food sources from the
world’s poorer populations? These
were the questions many students
asked during their lessons.

countries. Finally, students calculated the costs of the fuel they
had made in a Maths lesson.
Mrs Kelly Archer, KS3 Coordinator for Science said ‘We wanted
the students to think about the
bigger picture of sustainability in
relation to Biodiesel and also to
learn that many issues can have
many strands. That was why we
made it cross-curricular’.
Year 8 students learning
how to make Biofuel in
Science

The beginning of the week saw
students in Science learning how
to make Biofuel from used vegetable oil. This was a privilege as
the safety precautions required
the students to have fine dexterity. They were then asked to research biofuels and bring that research to an English lesson where
they thought about the advantages and disadvantages of
this fuel of the future and what
the cost would be for less affluent

Movember 2013
Movember has become a
fixture on the Wyvern calendar in November as
staff join the moustachegrowing club supporting
the fight against prostate
and testicular cancer.
The Movember charity
aims to increase early cancer detection, diagnosis
and effective treatments,
and ultimately reduce the
number of preventable
deaths. Besides a regular
check-up, the Movember
Foundation encourages
men to be aware of any
family history of cancer,
and to adopt a healthier

lifestyle. The money raised from
sponsors of Movember funds
medical research and preventative projects.
Since this particular cancer
mainly affects men between the
ages of 15 and 35, the team felt
this was a subject relevant to
teenagers in Years 10 and 11.
Cake sales and badges have also
raised money for Movember this
year. Sixteen members of staff
at Wyvern have encouraged
their facial hair over the month
and will donate their sponsorship money to the Movember
charity when they are all clean
shaven once more.

Languages News

French Exchange
Following the huge success of our
exchanges in the past, we are
very excited to announce that we
have found a new partner school
in Paris and that an exchange to
France is set to take place again
during this academic year.
Year 9 will visit France from
Thursday 27th March – Thursday
3rd April and the French school
will make a return visit afterwards
from Tuesday 3rd June –
Tuesday 10th June. As well as
spending time in a French School
we will take students to Paris, do
sightseeing tours and spend a day
at Parc Astérix.
The exchanges always prove to
be an enriching experience for our
Wyvern students, not only
linguistically but, also culturally.
They also can make good friends
and we know some of our
students, who have left Wyvern
now, still keep in contact with
their exchange partners.

European Day of
Languages

European Day of Languages was
a great success again this year
and a day when many of our staff
and students were able to
celebrate a common theme,
emphasising the importance of

intercultural understanding.
All
our students attended an
assembly with an International
theme, with this year’s focus on
bilingual areas in parts of Europe
and how everyone should have
the right to protect their mother
tongue regardless of political
changes to their country. We take
every opportunity to encourage
our students to look out to the
world to broaden their horizons.
We hope that through sharing
first hand experiences of staff, we
will enthuse our young people,
with both a desire to travel and
the confidence to communicate
with different people.

areas of the school played their
part; the canteen by offering a
menu of international dishes and
the library holding a competition
on Europe, as well as a book
review competition encouraged
by their display of books by
foreign authors or those with an
international theme. Our partner
school, Fair Oak Infants, also
enjoyed a visit from a group of
very enthusiastic Year 8
students who delivered language
lessons in German to Year 1 and
2 pupils. A big thank you to all
those who contributed to the day.

Each department gave their
lessons an international feel.
With Maths looking at currencies,
History at significant international
leaders, Geography at European
countries and their capitals,
English at the routes of words in
our own language, and
Technology at idioms in the
foreign language.

This year for the Christmas
Assembly, Year 7 pupils are
performing a French Christmas
song. The students have been
learning the song and the new
words in lessons, ready to
perform it at the assembly. The
students have enjoyed learning a
new song in a foreign language
and performing it together as a
whole year group will be the
highlight. This is just another
method used to enthuse our
students learning a foreign
language.

We were fortunate to have
several very talented visitors to
the school and pupils from all
year groups were selected to
attend a range of workshops
focusing on: Hebrew and Hebrew
dance, Russian and aspects of
Russian culture, Italian, Turkish
and British Sign Language (BSL).
Through looking at BSL in
particular the focus was more on
the difficulties that people face all
around the world due to
disabilities. BSL also reinforced
the importance of gesture and
expression in communication
which is another integral part to
international communication.
Members of the community were
invited into an International Café
at the school and non-teaching

Vive le Vent!

Twitter
The MFL department is now on
Twitter. You can follow us on
@WyvernMFL for the latest MFL
news (please include picture).

Wyvern Gateway: Paperless Reporting
In November, we launched the
first full run of the Wyvern Gateway paperless reporting system
for the whole College.
The system delivers reports and
data to parents via a secure website, giving you regular reports on
your child’s progress. The reports
will be generated every 6-8 weeks
or so throughout the academic
year. You can also use Gateway
to update the information about
your child on our main student
database. If you’ve changed address, phones or doctors, then
this is the place to update us.
Some parents reported some initial difficulties viewing the data
and there is a new help page
which should be able to assist you
a t
h t t p : / /
www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk/
gatewayhelp.

The college has recently invested
in some software from a company
called PANOPTO. The system has
various uses within the college and
you should start to see the benefits
as we develop its use over this
year and beyond.
One of its main uses is for teacher
training purposes, lessons can be
videoed and then evaluated by individual teachers or in groups looking at key aspects of student learning; we will only be using it for this
purpose for internal use (we
don’t envisage recordings of lessons being kept for more than 3
years).
We will also be considering ways of
using it so that students could ac-

If you have lost your username
or password, there are instructions here on how to have them
reissued to you.
The next set of progress data
will be available on Wyvern
Gateway from 22nd January
2014.

Wyvern Cloud

We are putting the finishing
touches now to Wyvern Cloud.
This exciting new development
will mean that students will be

cess PANUPTO via an
app on mobile devices
or technology within
the home in order that
they could receive
home works, advice on revision, a “how to” short piece
demonstration and even web
conferencing in which students
can ask live questions and receive instant feedback.
We would hope that you would
be interested to see what it is
we are providing for the students to enhance their learning; all of these methods of
learning would be for internal
or external use and not involve
the use of students unless permission had been received.
On a technical point any information sent out of Wyvern to
students would require the stu-

able to access all of their documents, including shared files and
folders set up by their teachers
from home via a secure website.
No more datasticks and no more
emailing work into College! We
are sure this will give students
continuity in their learning as
they move from College to home.

Look out for Wyvern
Cloud launching in
January 2014.

dent to “Log in” thus providing a
further layer of security.
The system does allow for us to
analyse who has accessed the
information and for how long
(you can instantly see who is or
isn’t accessing the piece for home
work).
We are now working on setting
the system up for all teachers
(we have a few pioneers) and
passwords for students will follow.
If anyone has any concerns
please contact me at Wyvern by
the usual means.

Mr N Clayton
Assistant Headteacher

Reading Matters
Wyvern Book Group
One of the reasons why book
clubs are so popular is that you
read books which you wouldn’t
otherwise have picked up.

Dead Simple by Peter James is

the book Wyvern book group has
just finished reading. It is about
prankster Michael Harrison who
gets his comeuppance when
he is buried in a
coffin on his
stag night. This
practical
joke
goes
horribly
wrong
when
the 4 friends
who
buried
him die in a car crash without
anyone knowing where Michael is.
There are many twists and turns
to this page turning novel. The
book is the first of seven books in
the series featuring Detective Superintendent Roy Grace. It is well
worth reading if you like a plot
which has many levels and is un-

predictable.
In contrast, our next book is

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde

by
Robert
Louis
Stevenson, first
published in
1886. It is
one of those
books which
everyone
knows the
story
of,
but not many have actually read
it. If you would like to join in
our friendly discussion of this
short but powerful book you will
be most welcome. We meet
next on Monday 13th January
2014, 7.00pm in Wyvern library.

This term we take a look at our
Science Technicians. We have
five Technicians and two Resources Assistants who support
the work of the Science Department. The team come from varied backgrounds ranging from
specialist science and medical laboratories to those who have
been trained ‘in house’.
The

Young Adult Readers
Lauren St John is a masterful story teller and now she has written
a wonderful book about top class
eventing, The One Dollar Horse.
If you are looking for a good
book to read on horses this might
be one to choose. The sequel is
Race the Wind.

Reluctant Readers

Sherlock Holmes the Baker
Street Boys series by Anthony

Read is a great series based on
the BBC TV series.
All of the books are short, approximately 150 pages, they are

team’s qualifications include MSc, degrees and A
levels.

Behind the Scenes at
Wyvern

full of adventure, Victorian
atmosphere
and puzzles to
be
solved.
These books
are designed
to appeal to
reluctant
readers.

The team support all
practical and technical
aspects of the Science
curriculum by preparing,
providing, maintaining,
organising and managing
the resources and equipment required for healthy,
safe and exciting practical activities to be carried out by staff
and students. They trial experiments, modify them if necessary, set up and perform
demonstrations, support practicals in classrooms, and also
carry out all electrical equipment testing in the department.
In addition, they support Open
Evening in the Science Department, Science week, and currently run the after-school KS3

Science club.
An average week sees them preparing over 150 practicals which
is 80% of Science lessons. On
an average day, they use 150
beakers, 250 test tubes, 250 pipettes and 100’s of measuring
cylinders, all of which then have
to be washed up!
Look away now if you are
squeamish! The team also has
the unenviable task of purchasing items for dissections such as
eyeballs, lungs, hearts, kidneys
and chicken feet, and are regularly seen crawling around the
school searching for woodlice
and other mini beasts.
They can also perform magic by making flowers open immediately, seeds grow overnight, and
carrying out photosynthesis in
winter!

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals?






You can register and check if you are eligible via the link:
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hc3s/freeschoolmeals.htm
The college receives an extra £900 for each Free School Meals student and if you are registered, you could get help with costs to support your child’s education and achievement.
Also let us know if you are in the services or have been in the last three years, as we receive
an extra £300 for each student in this category.
If you have trouble registering, then please contact us and we can support you.
It’s important that you register before 16th January 2014, so we can receive the
additional funding during next year.

Merry Christmas
to all students
and parents and
best wishes for a
Happy New Year
This image was used for our
annual Wyvern Christmas and
was designed by Emily Lawrie
from last year’s Year 11

And finally…. a few New Year’s Resolutions!






Complete page 8 of your son’s/daughter’s logbook with their emergency
contact information.
If your child is absent, please call our Welfare Office on 02380 603224 by
8.30am or email welfare@wyvern.hants.sch.uk
Never been to a Wyvern event? Then look at our calendar on the website
and book a date in your diary now. We have lots on offer in 2014 including our Reading Group, Comedy Evening, Jazz Evening, and Arts Week call the college for more information on any of these.
Want to get fit? Why not join the Wyvern Sport and Fitness Suite that
includes a multi-gym and various fitness classes? Set yourself a goal and
enter our 10K in July 2014!

Reminder of Key Diary Dates
JANUARY 2014
Monday 6 January

8.30am College re-opens for Spring Term

Monday 6 - Friday 10 January

Year 11 Trial Exams continue

Tuesday 7 January

4.00pm Y9 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 30 January

Whole College Theme Day with each year group focussing on a
different topic during the day. Year 11 will undertake an English
controlled assessment task

FEBRUARY 2014
Monday 3 February

6.00pm Parents’ Clinic with a member of the Senior Leadership
Team

Tuesday 4 February

4.00pm Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 11 February

6.00pm Y8 Options Briefing

Friday 14 February

INSET Day - college closed to students
Ski Trip departs

Monday 17 - Friday 21 February

Half-Term Holiday

Tuesday 25 February

4.00pm Y8 Parents’ Evening

MARCH 2014
Monday 3 - Friday 7 March

Year 10 Exams

Tuesday 18 March

Academic Review Day - students and parents attend for academic
review appointments

Tuesday 25 March

9.40am Late start for Years 7, 8, 9 and 11 owing to Year 10 Head
boy and Head Girl speeches
7.00pm Rock Academy Concert - venue TBC

Friday 28 March - Thursday 3 April

Year 7 Exams

Monday 31 March

6.00pm Parents’ Clinic with a member of the Senior Leadership
Team

APRIL 2014
Friday 4 April

12.30pm College closes for Easter

Saturday 5 April

Y9 Mountain Centre Trip and Y9/10 New York Trip depart

Monday 7 - Wednesday 9 April

Y11 Easter Revision Camp

Contacting the College
The main college phone number is 02380 692679 or email enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.
You can also contact Pastoral Leaders or Curriculum Leaders using the email addresses given in the
logbook and also accessible from the ‘Contact Us’ page on the website at www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk.
Full details on key dates for each year group are contained in log books and on the website.

