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National Education 
Reforms and Your Child 
The theme of my last newsletter 
was „An Eye to the Future‟ and so 
is this one, except this time I 
want to tell you about central 
government reforms to the 
curriculum, national examinations 
and qualifications which are going 
to impact on your children.  As I 
have said many times before, we 
need your help and support, and 
supportive parents need to be 
well informed. 
 

Mr Gove may have been moved in 
the recent cabinet reshuffle but 
the reforms which he has been in 
charge of since 2010 are firmly in 
train and there will be no change 
of direction in the next few years, 
regardless of which party wins 
the 2015 General Election.  
Changes to curriculum and exams 
are like the proverbial oil tanker: 
even the most zealous Secretary 
of State needs to consult and 
allow a lead-in time for new 
qualifications.  In other words, 
the calendar and schedule for 
changes are unlikely to alter 
much from the published plans 
during your child‟s secondary 
school career. 
 

Assessment 
A significant change is the 
government‟s decision to remove 
National Curriculum Levels.  Their 
argument is that the current 
system is difficult to understand, 
„especially for parents‟ (their 
words, not mine!).  They also 
argue that teachers tend to focus 

on a child‟s current  level rather 
than considering more broadly 
what a student can actually do.  
The government‟s National 
Curriculum reforms provide us 
with Programmes of Study 
which set out what should be 
taught (i.e. what every pupil 
should have learned) by the end 
of each Key Stage.  The ideal is 
that a child is fully secure in his/
her skills and knowledge upon 
reaching the chronological 
milestones in his/her education, 
rather than simply being in 
possession of a number which 
denotes progression but does 
not necessarily guarantee a 
complete level of competence or 
knowledge. 
 

Although this is proving to be 

an unpopular change of policy 
nationally – mainly as nothing has 
been put in place of levels, as yet 
– there is some merit to the 
rationale behind the change.  
However, as with all assessment 
„currency‟, including GCSE letter 
grades, or raw percentages, they 
are merely shorthand indicators of 
progress and achievement; they 
cannot hope to give a full account 
of a child‟s abilities or academic 
profile.    
 

The most important type of 
assessment to teachers is 
formative assessment, which is 
when we take stock of what a 
student has achieved in response 
to learning challenges and we can 
use that information to guide the 
child to the next level and/or fill 

Setting a Higher Bar 

Arts Festival 2014  
The Southampton Ukulele Jam playing at the Charity Concert  



the gaps where the learning is not 
quite secure.  What matters more 
than a number or a letter is the 
quality of feedback given to a 
student and the student‟s 
response to that feedback.  At 
Wyvern, therefore, for the coming 
academic year, we will continue to 
use Levels for Key Stage 3 
students and GCSE letter grades 
for Key Stage 4 students when 
reporting to you, because we see 
this as simply the start of that 
formative conversation; it is not 
an end in itself.  It is a journey, 
not a destination, which is why we 
will continue to have Academic 
Review Days and to send you 
assessment updates five times a 
year and encourage you to talk to 
us if your child appears not to be 
making expected progress or 
better as suggested by the data.  
It is in the resulting detailed 
conversations between teacher 
and student and teacher and 
parents that we get down to what 
the student can or cannot do and 
what needs to be done about it. 
 

Examination Reforms 
GCSEs are undergoing significant 
changes, particularly for students 
currently in Years 8 and 7 (and 
below).  Although there is some 
debate about the need for change, 
the government is concerned that, 
for political and economic reasons, 
our examinations system is not 
comparable or competitive with 
our international counterparts.   
 

We are therefore on course to 
implement new-style and arguably 
more rigorous GCSEs, starting 
with Maths and English (first 
teaching September 2015), with 
the second tranche (including 
Sciences, Languages, History, 
Geography, Religious Studies, 
Design & Technology, Drama, 
Dance, Music & PE) due for first 
teaching in September 2016.  This 
means that Wyvern‟s current Year 
8 will be the first to sit the new 
examinations in Maths and English 
in 2017, and the current Year 7 
will take new examinations in 

practically all subjects in 2018. 
 

So what wi l l  the new 
examinations look like?  Well, 
we are still awaiting details 
ourselves, and in most cases the 
examination boards still have a 
lot of work to do but we do 
know the principles behind the 
new designs, for example: 
 

Mathematics will be a much 
„bigger‟ exam with much more 
content.  Within education 
circles it is being referred to as 
„Fat Maths‟!  At Wyvern, we are 
currently undergoing an internal 
curriculum review which is 
looking at what we teach, how 
much time we give to each 
subject and the different 
pathways available to students.  
A certain outcome of that review 
will be that we have to give 
more time in the timetable to 
Maths.   
 

Inc identa l l y ,  i t  i s  the 
government‟s intention that 
eventually all students will study 
Maths until the age of 18, i.e. at 
a level beyond GCSE.  Already 
the government has raised the 
„participation age‟ (in education 
or training) to 18 and students 
who do not achieve a Grade C 
or above in Maths or English at 
the end of Year 11 already have 
to re-sit their GCSE course in FE 
or Sixth Form College. 
 

English will be bigger too.  It 
has always been the case at 
Wyvern that most students take 
a GCSE in English Language and 
English Literature (unlike most 
other schools nationwide).  Now 
there will be considerable 
pressure on schools in terms of 
their accountability to ensure 
that English Literature goes 
hand-in-hand with English 
Language and, arguably, the 
Literature examination is going 
to be „tougher‟, e.g. compulsory 
study of novels written before 
the 20th century. 
 
 

Terminal exams - new-style 
GCSEs will be assessed mainly by 
terminal examinations, so 
coursework and controlled 
assessments will be largely 
phased out in favour of formal 
written examinations in an 
invigilated examination hall. 
 

Linear exams - the new 
examinations will be „linear‟ – i.e. 
all the examinations will be 
scheduled at the end of the 
course, in a series of summer 
examinations.  The intention is to 
phase out „modular‟ examinations 
whereby parts of the course are 
examined along the way and then 
the marks aggregated at the end.  
November/January sittings of 
English and Maths exams (not 
something that we have done at 
Wyvern) will be reserved for 16+ 
students only. 
 

Tiering is going to be removed 
from most GCSEs.  Part of the 
thinking behind this is that the 
tiers create false ceilings and lead 
to a lack of ambition and 
aspiration from some students.   
 

A number grade system - 1 to 9, 
with 9 being the highest will 
replace the current letter grades 
(A*-G).  Again, this is part of a re-
calibration of what will be a 
„tougher‟ examination: e.g. it is 
anticipated that only half of 
students who currently achieve 
Grade A* would attain the new 
Grade 9.  This number system is 
also meant to link to the 
international Pisa test which 
draws comparisons between 
youngsters‟ academic attainment 
on a global scale. 
 

This is consistent with other 
reforms set out  by the  
Government in its White Paper of 
2010, including new approaches 
to Special Educational Needs & 
Disability provision, for example.  
The thinking behind these reforms 
is a radical shift from a 
comprehensive education system 
which was designed to provide for 



and reward children relative to 
their ability and background, and 
instead establish a standard 
which everyone, or at least 
nearly everyone (the exceptions 
being children with severe or 
complex special needs), is 
expected to reach.  The blunt 
message is that if your child 
does not reach those standards 
(s)he should expect to have to 
keep studying beyond secondary 
school, because the economy 
has no use for youngsters 
without them and the state will 
not give out benefits to those 
who have not reached them. 
 

Incidentally, students in our 
older year groups need not think 
that they have „dodged a bullet‟: 
the current GCSE are also being 
„strengthened‟ with short-term 
reforms to make them more 
d emand ing :  e . g .  g r ade 
boundaries are being pushed 
upwards; e.g. a much greater 
emphasis on accurate written 
English (Spelling, Punctuation & 
Grammar).  A-Levels are also 
being reformed: e.g. AS Levels 
are being „decoupled‟ from the 
full A-Level; the first tranche of 
the new-style A-Level will be 
taught from September 2015 
(this will affect our current Year 
10s and the year groups behind 
them).   
 

However, we remain confident 
about the future at Wyvern.  
Firstly, we have never tinkered 
with the curriculum or the 
examinations system in order to 
b oo s t  o u r  p o s i t i o n  i n 
performance league tables.  For 
example, we have not gone in 
for multiple entries and sittings 
of our students in English and 
Maths; we have not adopted 

wholesale GCSE-equivalent 
courses;  we have not 
experimented with alternative 
courses, such as International 
GCSEs.   
 

The vast majority of our 
students have been prepared 
for a traditional academic GCSE 
curriculum and teachers and 
students are well-placed to 
adapt to the reformed courses 
– it will be a case of revision 
rather than revolution for 
Wyvern.  In addition, a highly 
literate and numerate child has 
nothing to fear from the new 
examination system. Children 
who are accomplished and well-
practised readers and writers 
will be able to thrive in any 
GCSE under the new regime.  
Our literacy campaign will 
continue and I would again ask 
parents to support us in 
ensuring that your child gets as 
much practice at home as 
possible – your child‟s 
command of the English 
language is the key to his or 
her success and life-chances. 
 

Arts Festival  
I want to finish on another 
positive note by applauding our 
3rd biennial Arts Festival.  I 
hope that the majority of 
parents got to experience at 
least one event under the Big 
Top this month.  As I wrote in 
the final concert programme 
note:  if you are worried about 
the economy, or your pension 
plan, or the state of the nation, 
the inspirational performances 
of our students this month will 
at least have left you feeling 
confident that our future is in 
safe hands if we look to the 
gifts and industry of remarkable 

young people like these.   
 

The wonder fu l ly  d iverse 
programme of the Arts Week, 
wh i ch  c l imaxed  w i th  a 
professional-standard concert, 
featuring a wide range of musical 
ensembles, also included a 
phenomenal Charity Concert 
(over £4.5K raised for Breast 
Cancer and British Heart 
Foundation), a World Arts Day, 
an Arts Theme Day, a splendid 
production of Oh, What a Lovely 
War! (our first commemoration 
of the 100th anniversary of the 
start of WW1), a spectacular 
Pyramid Schools‟ Day, followed 
by a del ight ful  Evening 
Showcase, as well as many 
complementary events such as 
the Wyvern 10K Road Race, a 
fundraising evening for the 
Morocco Challenge Expedition 
and the Wyvern Sports Awards.   
 

This was our 3rd Arts Festival 
since 2010 and the standards 
were as high as ever.  As an 11-
16 school we have to regenerate 
ourselves continuously and bring 
on and develop new talent to 
replace the outgoing Year 11 on 
an annual basis.  We have to 
invest in our young people and in 
the arts if our society and 
„commonwealth‟ is to continue to 
thrive and flourish.  Thank you 
for your support this year, 
parents, in everything that we 
do, and it only remains for me to 
wish you a very happy and 
restorative family summer, from 
the staff and governors of 
Wyvern College. 
 

Alan Newton  
Headteacher  
  

College Production 2014 
This year’s annual production will be ‘Our House’ - the hit musical 

which is a love story set in London.  The show will run from  
Wednesday 3rd December until Saturday 6th December, including 

a matinee performance on Saturday.  Tickets will be on sale in  
November from the Finance Office.     



Hold the Front 
Page! 

Twenty Year 9 and 10 students 
took part in the annual BBC 
School News Report on 27th 
March. The team included stu-
dents who had been selected by 
English and ICT teachers for their 
excellent writing skills. 
 
The day began at 7.00am when 
the editorial team began to make 
decisions about which stories 
would be covered. Each student 
was assigned a particular news 
item and so the writing began. 
During the day, journalists report-
ed on international, national, local 
and school news and the pages of 
the web link to the BBC were 
soon filled with stories ranging 
from the anniversary of the Hills-
borough disaster and the Malaysi-
an air crash to a new planet be-
ing discovered and Wyvern‟s liter-
acy drive to promote reading. 
 
Congratulations to all the budding 
journalists who took part. Per-
haps Wyvern will read some of 
your stories in the future when 
you are reporting the news in 
2024! 

Globe Theatre Visit 
 

On the 12 March, 90 Year 7 stu-
dents were whisked off to the 
Globe Theatre in London to en-
joy a day of touring the replica 
Shakespearean theatre, meeting 
actors and participating in a dra-
ma workshop, exploring the 
characters studied in class from 
The Tempest, and then a short 
stroll along the South Bank to 
Tate Modern Art Gallery.  The 
students were able to get a real 
feel for the theatre as they ex-
plored both the galleries and the 
„groundlings‟ area, and the ac-
tors taking the tours and work-
shops answered many questions 
from our enquiring students, 
and helped us all explore the 
creation of scenes from the 
play. Tate Modern offered many 
new forms of Art to the stu-
dents, as well as the most 
„cultural‟ of places to eat lunch!  

WWI Commemora-
tion Service 

On Sunday 22 June, Emma Bowen 
(Head Girl), Luke Parsons (Head 
Boy) and Mr Carr (Deputy 
Headteacher) represented Wyvern 
College at the Hampshire County 
Start of World War One commemo-
ration service.  This was a very 
special occasion as it brought to-
gether a wide selection of mem-
bers of the county‟s community: 
service men and women; members 
of the British Legion; cub scouts 
and girl guides; school and college 
students; politicians and other key 
figures.   
 
This was a powerful service that 
identified the key role that young 
people had in the First World War, 
as they enlisted in supporting their 
country.  The service culminated in 
a procession of young people, be-
hind a piper, representing the 
country‟s youth heading out to 
serve and/or support the war ef-
fort.  The next four years will see 
further commemoration of the cen-
tenary of WW1 and by the time we 
look back at the end of the war, in 
2018, Emma and Luke will have 
moved beyond both Wyvern Col-
lege and further education, and 
could well be in their second year 
at university; the longevity of the 
war was very much put into per-
spective.   

Year 7 Globe Theatre Trip 

Budding journalists on 
BBC School Report Day  

WW1 Commemoration Event 



Around the Year Groups  
Year 7  
Year 7s have already come to the 
end of their first year at Wyvern 
College and I find myself won-
dering where the time has gone?   
 
Our Tutor Reps have done a 
great job, with the help of Mrs 
McNay, of feeding back ideas so 
that Year 7 opinions are heard.  
We‟ve enjoyed praise parties, 
Fairthorne, a lovely Christmas 
assembly and various theme 
days whereby so much talent has 
been exhibited.  We have en-
joyed Sports Day and our WW2  
Day which was a great occasion 
that many students learned from 
and enjoyed.  Finally, the trips to 
France and Germany were a 
great end to the year and provid-
ed some memories for life.   
 
Some of our students will be ap-
pearing in Our House next term 
which I know will be an amazing 
production – well done already 
and good luck!  I know that there 
are so many students within the 
year group who have benefited 
from our Reading Ambassador 
scheme which is wonderful; a big 
thank you to the Ambassadors 
and to our wonderful Learning 
Support department for setting 
this up.  It is difficult to believe 
that a full year has passed since 
the Year 6s came up for their 
taster day and many of you have 
already changed so much, it‟s 
hard to recognise you from the 
little ones who came on that day.   
 
I think it has been a great year 
overall and I think that you‟re a 
wonderful Year Group – I look 
forward to the next four years.  
An additional thank you to all 
parents, as without your support 
it would be difficult for our stu-
dents to enjoy life at college as 
much as they do.  I hope you 
enjoy a relaxing and fun holiday 

and I‟ll see you in September 
when we begin our journey 
through Year 8 together and 
you can let me know how many 
of the 50 things to do before 
you‟re 11¾ you have managed 
to achieve! 
 
Donna Howard  
Year 7 Pastoral Leader 
 

Year 8  
Throughout this term the 
weather has joined in to create 
a pleasant (yet productive) at-
mosphere in school, and long 
may it continue. Hard work and 
good weather are not mutually 
exclusive, as demonstrated by 
those students who have con-
tinued to strive towards their 
target levels in end of Key 
Stage 3 assessments. It‟s vital 
that students keep up the pace 
of their progress right through 
the term, particularly in those 
subjects which they will be con-
tinuing next year, either as core 
subjects or as part of their op-
tions programme. 
 
Earlier in the term, 25 Year 8 
students took part in the UK 
Maths Challenge; an annual 
national competition to chal-
lenge and reward the most able 
mathematicians in different age 
groups. The test is adminis-
tered in the same way as GCSE 
exams and contains many 
fiendishly difficult questions 

needing higher level Maths skills 
to solve. Many of the students 
were successful in achieving the 
Bronze or Silver Awards, but par-
ticular praise should be given to 
Alex Mason and Kiera Messen-
ger, who both did fantastically 
well to attain the Gold Award. 
 
Many Year 8 students took part 
in the visit to the Winchester Sci-
ence Centre and Planetarium, 
where they were able to see fas-
cinating, fun and practical appli-
cations of many of the theoreti-
cal concepts studied during Sci-
ence lessons. With over 100 
hands-on activities, the visit was 
a great opportunity for students 
to get up-close to the real sci-
ence behind new technologies, 
micro-science and astronomy.  
 
Particular mention should go to 
Zac Cole, who has been offered 
the opportunity to continue his 

Year 8 students:  
Alex Mason and 
Kiera Messenger 

(Maths Challenge) 
and Zac Cole 

(Southampton Foot-
ball Club Academy)   



placement at Southampton Foot-
ball Club‟s academy programme 
for the coming year. He currently 
attends the academy one day per 
week, where he receives high 
quality football coaching as well 
as additional support in his aca-
demic studies. Starting in Septem-
ber, Zac will be attending for two 
days per week, which is a fantas-
tic endorsement of the progress 
which he has made and the level 
of expectation which both the 
football club and Wyvern have of 
him. He is a tremendous ambas-
sador for Wyvern and we wish 
him the best of luck. 
 
The term ended with Sports Day 
and the Year 8 Success Assembly, 
where we had the opportunity to 
celebrate some excellent Athletics 
performances and review the 
highlights of the year; celebrating 
the successes of students who 
have made significant progress or 
achieved praiseworthy milestones, 
respectively. Particular recognition 
should go to Samuel Elliott and 
Aleisha Townsend, who have both 
managed to reach their Gold 
Awards for receiving over 100 
credits (P1s). I always enjoy Suc-
cess Assembly as it is an encour-
aging reminder of how much has 
been done through the year by so 
many students. The number and 
variety of students who have won 
awards for excellence and effort 
in the different subjects and from 
tutors for advancement or citizen-
ship are the greatest and most 
varied that I have ever known. I 
am also most grateful for the con-
tributions from Matilda Bell and all 
of those other performers and 
presenters who took part. 
 
Best wishes for the summer. 
 
Chris Street 
Year 8 Pastoral Leader  
 

Year 9  
It seems like just last week that I 
was welcoming Year 9 back in as-
sembly and sharing with them my 
top ten tips for the journey they 

were about to embark on at the 
start of Key Stage 4.   
 
As I look back over the past 
year, I am very proud of all our 
achievements as a year group 
and of the many students who 
have taken advantage of the 
fantastic opportunities available 
to them, both in and outside the 
classroom.  From our enterprise 
PD theme days; visits to the 
Natural History Museum, Beau-
lieu, the Houses of Parliament 
(to name but a few); house 
games; two successful praise 
parties; the ski trip; the Morocco 
2015 expedition; success at the 
Red Button challenge, the list 
goes on. 
 
We have made our final option 
choice for Year 10 and 18 stu-
dents will be starting Eastleigh 
College and Hampshire Survey-
ing Pathways Programmes in 
September.  I would like to con-
gratulate the MFL fast track stu-
dents who sat their GCSE exams 
this year; their conduct was ex-
emplary and I look forward to 
celebrating with them on results 
day in August.  A number of 
Year 9 students have been ac-
tively involved in college produc-
tions and musical events this 
year and I look forward to see-
ing many more of them in the 
Christmas production of Our 

House. 
 
Throughout the year we have 
welcomed both Mr Newton and 
Mrs Smith, our Chair of Gover-
nors, to Year 9 assemblies to 
share in the continuing academic 
success and achievements of the 
year group.  I would like to con-
gratulate all the students who 
have worked so hard for their 
awards this year. 
 
Over the course of this year a 
number of Year 9 students have 
given up their time to support 
younger students at the college 
or perform a service for the col-
lege.  From the highly successful 
Reading Ambassadors, to the 
newly trained Peer Supporters 
and Learning Leaders; I am de-
lighted that so many students in 
the year group have been pre-
pared to give something back to 
the college.    
 
The achievements of the stu-
dents would not be possible with-
out parental support.  As we look 
forward to Year 10, I am confi-
dent in the continuing success of 
all our students.  May I take this 
opportunity to wish you all a re-
laxing, happy and safe summer 
holiday. 
 
Jennie Firth  
Year 9 Pastoral Leader  

Year 9 Houses of Parliament Trip  



Year 10 
Hold tight, strap yourself in, it‟s 
going to be a busy time ahead!  
Another term has now passed us 
by and a busy one it was indeed.  
Fundraising has been going full 
steam ahead with each tutor 
group really getting stuck into 
raising as much as possible. It 
has been a superb team effort.  
In the last newsletter, I men-
tioned that we were looking for-
ward to the Head Girl/Head Boy 
presentations. It gives me great 
pleasure to announce that Emma 
Bowen and Luke Parsons were 
appointed. In fact, all the prefects 
have so far been outstanding and 
really stepped up to the level of 
responsibility required. 
 
Congratulations again should be 
passed to Emma Bowen, Kimber-
ley Fry, Nikita Hadavale, Katie 
Mann, Erin Turner, Eleanor New-
man, Bryony Morrell and Ashley 
Sillet who achieved the best Aver-
age Attitude score at the latest 
progress window review, gaining 
straight 1‟s for every subject. A 
phenomenal achievement. As we 
soon turn our attention to Year 11 
and all the stress and strains that 
it brings, I can confirm that time 
will fly past. So as I stated at the 

beginning, let‟s hold tight and 
enjoy what will be a fun packed, 
busy, stressful 40 academic 
weeks left of Wyvern! 
 
I am sure you all need a well 
deserved rest in order to re-
charge those batteries ready for 
the final chapter of your Wyvern 
journey. Therefore, I would like 
to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone an enjoyable summer. 
 
Neil Cleaver 
Year 10 Pastoral Leader  
 

Year 11 
As I write this final contribution 
of the year, I am reflecting on 
Year 11 Leavers‟ Day, Assembly 
and Prom. What an amazing day 
it was! The atmosphere during 
the Leavers‟ Assembly was just 
lovely and such a true reflection 
of the wonderful year group.  I 
thought I would use this oppor-
tunity to share some extracts 
from the Assembly......   
 
"Before we get to the official 
goodbye from me, I have been 
asked by Mr Douch to publically 
thank and congratulate you for 
your conduct through your ex-
aminations.  The invigilators 

were really impressed with your 
uniform, behaviour and punctual-
ity to the exams and the fact 
they took the time to come and 
find me to let me know, is a 
huge credit to you all. 
 
I would be lying if I said picking 
up a year group in Year 11 and 
following in Mrs Winch‟s foot-
steps has not presented me with 
some challenges and sleepless 
nights along the way. Not only 
did you have a new Pastoral 
Leader to get used to but with 
the departure of Mrs Lockett to 
upstairs in Maths, you had a 
whole new Year 11 office to get 
used to, in your final and most 
important year at Wyvern. I think 
it is a credit to your maturity and 
resilience as young people that 
you just got on with things.  
 
Whilst you have been at this 
school, you haven‟t just received 
an education. You have lived, 
and made friends, fallen out, 
played, grown and developed 
into young adults, all under this 
roof. As this assembly has 
shown, people change a lot be-
tween when they arrive and 
when they leave but change is 
inevitable, and positive, and hints 
at things yet to come. It‟s always 
sad, to look back on the times 
that will never be repeated, but 
once the final bell has rung, and 
you walk through those doors for 
the final time, you will head off 
into a world of opportunity, and 
leave behind a perfectly worn 
steppingstone, for new students 
to step steadily onto, and know 
what it is, to be a student at Wy-
vern College.” 
 
It has been an absolute privilege 
to be responsible for Year 11 in 
their final and most important 
year at Wyvern. I wish you all 
the best for the future, wherever 
it may take you. 
 
Laura Jeffery  
Year 11 Pastoral Leader 

Amazing Mosaic   
Next time you come into our Art/Learning Support Department, 

please do have a look at the amazing mosaic that has been created 
by students and staff and has pride of place in the stairwell.  



Birdsong at the 
Theatre Royal 
Wyvern English Department made 
an early start on commemorating 
the centenary of the Great War 
when we took a group of Year 9 
students to see the production of 
„Birdsong‟ at Winchester‟s Theatre 
Royal at the start of June. 
 

We wanted students to experi-
ence this powerful drama as 
preparation for their study of war 
poetry in Year 10. No matter how 
hard we try to convey a sense of 
what it must have been like in the 
trenches, nothing quite compares 
to leaving the classroom and 
stepping into a recreation of this 
experience. 
 

The production made use of fan-
tastic sound effects which filled 
the theatre with explosions and 
gunfire; sometimes so loud that 
the whole building seemed to 
shake. We followed a brave group 
of men whose job was to tunnel 
deep underground to lay the 
mines which were meant to ex-
plode, leaving the German lines 
destroyed. The staging seemed to 
take us deep beneath the earth 
and the students got some idea 
of the claustrophobic world these 
men worked in. 
 

As we emerged from the theatre 
into the fresh night air, we all felt 
overawed at the glimpse we had 
been given of this war. Our ears 
were ringing with the sounds of 
shells and the haunting songs of 
the men who marched to their 
deaths all those years ago. 
 
Every student felt a renewed 
sense of admiration and gratitude 
to the men who gave their lives in 
such shattering conditions. It was 
one of those performances you 
never forget. 
 

Literacy Update 
A huge thank you to all the par-
ents who took the time to com-

plete the questionnaire about 
how you use your own literacy 
skills in your jobs.   
 

We had replies from an allergy 
consultant, a solicitor, IT consult-
ants, book-keepers, marketing 
consultants, a podiatry student, 
nurses, accountants, a social 
worker, lecturers, a bus driver 
and several financial administra-
tors to name but a few! What a 
useful address book of contacts 
we could put together if we were 
in need of help, let alone help 
with literacy!  
 

We intend to use your completed 
questionnaires during the next 
school year. Your replies will form 
the basis of a display about using 
language in the work place. This 
display will form part of our drive 
to inspire all the students here to 
develop their abilities to read, 
write and speak confidently. 
 

The message comes across loud 
and clear from all of you; to be 
successful in the big, wide world 
outside Wyvern we need our stu-
dents (your children) to be able 
to communicate very clearly and 
precisely with other people. In all 
of your answers it became appar-
ent that you use language in very 
specific and skilful ways in order 
to respond to the complex needs 

of your jobs. What also struck 
me was the requirement you all 
have to get it right; it simply isn‟t 
acceptable to make mistakes ei-
ther in the way you speak to oth-
ers, or read complicated docu-
ments or produce written re-
sponses.  
 

Your children need to follow your 
excellent examples! Next year 
our focus will be on improving 
writing, so please feel empow-
ered to tell your children that 
yes, spelling does matter! 
 

Wyvern 10K  
This year‟s 10K Road Race was 
another great event, with a 
lovely atmosphere in and 
around the Big Top Tent on 
Race Day.  The race would not 
be able to take place without 
our sponsors who provided fi-
nancial support or particular 
services for the race, so we 
would like to thank the following 
for their generous contributions:  
 

Aspire Estate Agents,  
Caterlink, Fair Oak Glass, 
Fyffes, HP Contracts,  
ORS Group, Peter Nash 
Cars, and Up and Running   
 

Thanks also to our partners, 
Hedge End Running Club, the 
local community who accommo-
dated the road closures required 
for the race, the local residents 
who cheered the runners, and 
those who volunteered to act as 
event marshals. We look for-
ward to another successful year 
in 2015.  



Bullying 
During the OFSTED inspection 
inspectors spoke to a number of 
students from all year groups, 
both formally and informally, to 
gauge student views and under-
standing of our bullying policy and 
how incidents are dealt with. 
 
“Students discussed their aware-
ness of the different types of bul-
lying, including cyber bullying and 
racism. They are confident that 
staff deal effectively with any inci-
dents that occur. Although a small 
minority expressed some reserva-
tions about bullying and how it is 
managed, the overwhelming ma-
jority considered that if it does 
happen, it is dealt with rapidly.” 
 
Parentview showed that most par-
ents felt bullying was dealt with 
effectively. However, 12% of par-
ents did not feel this was the case 
and we need to work to change 
this perception as it does not mar-
ry up with the findings of OFSTED 
or our own analysis.  In future 
newsletters I will share further 
information around the work we 
do to prevent and deal with bully-
ing to re-assure you that we treat 
all reports of bullying seriously 
and deal with them as swiftly as 
possible.  It was re-assuring for 
staff who work hard to ensure 
Wyvern is a safe place that OF-
STED validated our own judge-
ment that bullying is rare and 
dealt with effectively in the vast 
majority of cases. As we move 
forward we will continue to work 
towards a time when „all‟ bullying 
is dealt with effectively. 
 
The College promotes the preven-
tion of bullying through assem-
blies and focus groups and our 
student bullying policy and a 
STOP bullying poster are included 
later in this newsletter as exam-
ples of the proactive work stu-
dents in college have produced. 
 
Simon Stocks  
Deputy Headteacher  

Uniform Reminder 
Below is a reminder about some uniform issues which often arise fol-
lowing the summer break.  The log book also contains this key infor-
mation: 
Trousers: 
Girls – plain black tailored trousers, regular fit: fashion or tight fitting 
trousers and leggings/legging type trousers are not permitted 
Boys – plain black trousers 
No denim trousers  
Skirts: 
Plain black and knee length 
Shoes: 
Plain black sensible shoes. 
No trainers, boots, backless shoes, sandals, platforms, canvas or plim-
soll type shoes 
Hair: 
Modest in style and colour. No two tone hair. No grade 1 or 2 cuts. If 
unsure please check with the College in advance. 
Jewellery: 
1 X plain stud in each ear lobe 
Nose studs or other body piercings are not allowed, neither are retain-
ers. 

Crime Prevention  
We have been asked by Hampshire 
Constabulary to make you aware of 

the following in relation to prevent-
ing burglaries from property and 

cars. 
 

Forced Entry Burglaries  

Advice to consider:  

 Check your insurance docu-

ments for specific security require-

ments or upgrades. 

 Ensure side gates are locked.  

 Ensure rear fencing is in good 

repair. 

 Lock windows and doors, re-

membering to double lock UPVC 

doors (lift handle and turn key). 

 Keep keys out of reach and 

sight from the letterbox. 

 Do not leave ladders and gar-

den tools in your garden. 

 Trim high hedges at the front 

of your property. 

 Consider fitting security lighting 

and a burglar alarm. 

 Mark your property with post-

code and house number and regis-
ter your property for free with 

www.immobilise.com 

 Make use of timer switches to 

make the property look occupied. 

 

 Get a trusted neighbour to keep 

an eye on your property. 

 Consider joining or forming a 

Neighbourhood Watch scheme. 

 Remove valuables from view of 

ground floor windows. Store any high 

value items in a properly secured 
safe or bank vault. 

  

Car Key Burglaries  
Car key burglaries often happen 

when car keys are left next to an 
open window of a building, or in 

some cases, when a long stick is put 

through a letterbox to hook the car 
keys. Advice to consider:  

 If possible park your car in a gar-

age or in a well lit area - either on 
your driveway or on the road under a 

street lamp. 

 Make sure that your vehicle is 

properly dead locked, and that the 
alarm and immobiliser are activated. 

 If your car does not have an 

alarm or immobiliser, consider having 

a Thatcham approved product fitted. 

 Lock all car windows and doors. 

 Take car keys into your bedroom 

at night. 

  
  
 

http://www.immobilise.com


Wyvern Book Club  
The Club meets once every four 
to six weeks to talk about the 
book we have all read. It‟s great 
being able to discuss all of the 
issues in the book, even when it 
hasn‟t been enjoyed by every-
one.  
 
We have just finished reading I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, 
the first volume of Maya An-
gelou‟s autobiography, in 
memory of the author who has 
recently died. For a few of the 
group it was a revisit and it‟s a 
real joy to read it again. Maya 
Angelou writes about her early 
life in Arkansas, where she lived 
with her beloved brother Bayley 
and her formidable grandmother 
Momma. It is a highly recom-
mended book to read for its 
beautiful writing and an insight 
into what life was like for a poor 
black girl growing up in the seg-
regated southern states of Ameri-
ca in the 1930‟s. 
 
If you would like to join our small 
friendly group you will be most 
welcome. We will meet in Sep-
tember in Wyvern library.  
 
Please contact Jane Charles with 
any enquiries you may have ei-
ther by phone 02380 692679 Ext. 
262 or send an email  to 
j.charles@wyvern.hants.sch.uk 
 

Hampshire Book 
Award  
And the winner is… Hostage by 
Chris Bradford. 
 
The most popular book read by 
the students taking part in 
Hampshire Book Award is book 
one of the new action packed 
thriller series Hostage. 14 year 
old Connor Reeves is recruited as 
a bodyguard and after intensive 
training in surveillance, anti-
ambush exercises and hostage 
survival he‟s asked to guard the 

American president‟s daughter, 
Alicia.  
 
Alicia is a typical, impulsive teen-
ager who resents being guarded; 
she just wants to have fun. How 
can Connor protect a reluctant 
Alicia when a terrorist is after 
her? 
 
However, this wasn‟t the Wyvern 
readers‟ choice of best book; 
Wonder by R J Palacio was their 
favourite. It really is a fantastic 
read and very unusual. August 
Pullman „Auggie‟ was born with 
genetic abnormalities which 
caused facial disfigurations which 
are so severe that people seeing 
him for the first time can hardly 
hide their shock and horror. He 
dreams of being ordinary so he 
can fit in. This is especially so 
when his parents decide that it‟s 
time for him to go to school ra-
ther than being home-schooled. 
He has been protected to a de-
gree at home and when he at-
tends school he is open to the 
cruelties of other people. This 
book isn‟t a sad read though as 
Auggie‟s very fortunate that his 
family are warm and funny. By 
the time the book finishes not 
only has Auggie changed, but the 
characters in the book have and 
also the readers.  
 
For older readers If you are 
trying to encourage your young 
adult children to read more 
books, John Green is extremely 
popular at the moment. The Fault 
in Our Stars has recently been 
made into a successful film which 
also raises the popularity. There 
are four novels by John Green 
currently in the New York Times 
best seller list for young adults, 
The Fault in Our Stars has been 
top for 82 weeks. It‟s a funny, 
thrilling and tragic story of Hazel, 
who has a terminal tumour, being 
in love and alive.  
 
All books are available from 

Wyvern Library.  

mailto:j.charles@wyvern.hants.sch.uk
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Wonder-R-J-Palacio/dp/0552565970/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1404306625&sr=1-1&keywords=wonder


Wyvern College 
Policy to Prevent Bullying – Student Version 

Purpose: 

Bullying of any kind is not acceptable.  This policy has been written following a student conference in December 2012 
and is intended to be accessible for all students via the log book and is based on the main College policy. 

 

Definition: 
„Behaviour by an individual or group, usually repeated over time, that intentionally hurts another individual or group, 

either physically or emotionally‟  At our conference we came up with a slogan to help everyone understand the defini-
tion. 

STOP: Several     Times     On      Purpose 

 
Bullying can be: 

 
 

At Wyvern we believe every student has the right to: 

 feel and be safe and comfortable in their surroundings 

 have someone they can trust to talk to 

 be listened to and heard 

 be themselves 

 be able to participate, regardless of ability, in all lessons without fear of being mocked 

 be included in school life 

 

If I am bullied I must act by sharing my feelings with someone I trust: 
 parent/guardian/Carer 

 staff e.g. Pastoral Leader, tutor, Mike Eldridge, other teachers 

 friends 

 peer Supporters 

 prefects 

 
When I report a bullying incident: 

 I will have thought about STOP 

 I will be taken seriously 

 It will be looked into as soon as possible 

 I will be told afterwards that it has been dealt with 

 I will be supported by adults in college 

 We should not suffer in silence. Bullies need to be reported and dealt with; otherwise they will keep bullying 

 
Advice for parents/carers: 

 If your child is being bullied contact the form tutor or Pastoral Leader 

 Discuss the matter with a member of staff 

 Encourage your child to speak to someone in school 

 Ensure it is reported 

 

Parents will be given an indication as to how the incident will be dealt with and the support offered to the young person. 
It is important that parents work in partnership with the College to deal with the situation swiftly and comprehensively.  

We kindly request parents do not take matters into their own hands. If at any time parents are not satisfied with the 
way in which an incident is being dealt with please put your concerns in writing to Mr S Stocks, Deputy Headteacher. 

 
 

Emotional Being unfriendly, excluding, tormenting 

Physical Pushing, kicking, hitting, punching or any use of violence 

Racist and religious Racial taunts, graffiti, gestures. 

Sexual Unwanted physical contact or sexually abusive comments. 

Homophobic and transgender Bullying because of, or focussing on the issue of sexuality. 

Verbal Name-calling, sarcasm, spreading rumours, teasing. 

Cyber All areas of internet, such as email and internet chat room mis-

use; mobile threats by text messaging and calls; misuse of asso-
ciated technology i.e. camera and video facilities. 

Related to Special Educational 

Needs and disability 

Name calling, teasing, tormenting. 



And we say  

STOP bullying. 

Produced at the Anti-bullying Conference 2012 



Contacting the College  
 

The main college phone number is 02380 692679 or email enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk.    
You can also contact Pastoral Leaders or Curriculum Leaders using the email addresses given in the  
logbook and also accessible from the „Contact Us‟ page on the website at www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk.    

 

Key Dates for the Year 2014/15 have been circulated to parents and are also on the website under  
Parent Information.  Further details on key dates for each year group are provided to students  

to add to their log books at the start of term.   

September 2014  

Tues 02 Sept 11.00am Year 7 students start  

Weds 03 Sept  8.30am All other year groups return  

Thurs 18 Sept 2.05pm Early finish  
6.30pm College Open Evening  

Mon 22 Sept 6.00pm Parents‟ Clinic with member of Senior Leadership Team  

Fri 26 Sept Y7 Fairthorne Manor Trip 

  

October 2014   

Fri 03 Oct INSET day - college closed  

Mon 27 - Fri 31 Oct Half-term holiday (Krakow/Berlin Trip)  

  

November 2014  

Mon 10 November  6.00pm Parents‟ Clinic with member of Senior Leadership Team  

Tues 11 November  7.30pm Prizegiving  

  

December 2014  

Weds 03 - Sat 06 Dec 7.00pm College Production of Our House and additional 2.00pm 
show on Saturday  

Tues 09 Dec 6.00pm Y9 Options Briefing   

Thurs 11 Dec  Academic Review Day - students and parents attend for review 
appointments only  
Collection of certificates and coursework for ex-Year 11 students 

Fri 12 - Fri 19 Dec Year 11 Trial Exams  

Thurs 18 Dec  7.00pm Christmas Concert at Thornden Hall  

Fri 19 Dec 12.30pm College closes for Christmas Holidays  

Dates for Your Diary  


