
Following the Prime Minister's speech on Sunday evening about the possible easing of 

lockdown restrictions, the Department for Education has issued guidance to schools and 

colleges about the weeks ahead. 

 

This guidance asks schools to provide some face to face teaching and learning for year 10 

students. Although it states that schools should try to put this in place from 1st June, this 

date is not set as a deadline. Rather, this is the earliest date - it marks the beginning of a 

cautious, planned approach to opening more widely. We may be able to open for year 10 

students from early June, depending on what our planning and risk assessments tell us.  We 

will make the best possible decision about what is workable in our college and we will decide 

what is the safest timescale. Although every student's learning and achievement is precious 

to me, throughout our decision making, my utmost priority will remain the safety and 

wellbeing of our students, parents and staff. We are, after all, in the midst of a pandemic that 

has already killed 30,000 people and which will continue to kill in the weeks and months 

ahead. I fully understand and respect those year 10 students and their parents who will not 

want to take up the offer of face to face learning on site. Students will not be penalised for 

making this decision. 

 

I have already begun to discuss with my senior leadership team how we can provide face to 

face learning for our year 10 students on site. As I hope you appreciate, this is a very 

complex situation to plan for. There are many adaptations we need to make to the way 

college operates. Please do bear with us while we thoroughly investigate the many different 

precautions that need to be put in place for this to happen safely. I will of course update you 

with further information as soon as I have it. 

 

However, it is important for me to stress from the outset that year 10 students will not be 

returning to a full timetable. The government guidance makes clear that the face to face time 

is designed to supplement and enhance (rather than replace) students' remote learning 

which will need to remain in place in order for them to cover all the work their education 

requires. In order to ensure effective social distancing, students will need to be taught in very 

small groups and we will need to limit the number of students in college at any one point. 

This means that different groups of year 10 students will need to be on site at different times. 

 

The government's proposals have prioritised year 10 but we will continue to provide remote 

learning resources for students in the other year groups. We will continue to provide on-site 

supervision of remote learning tasks for children of Key Workers and for children with an 

EHCP for special educational needs. 

 

With best wishes to you all 

 

Mr Rule 


