
Dear Parents and carers,  
 

Thank you and well done 
 

This letter comes at the end of the strangest half term of my career but as I reflect on 
how well students have coped with this "new normal", I am extremely proud of their 
flexibility, resilience and willingness to do things differently. It has not been without it's 
difficulties and challenges, but as we finish the half term I feel that the vast majority of 
students have found a way to work successfully alongside personal enrichment, 
physical activity and (it appears) a lot of baking! Thank you to you as parents for all 
you have done this half term to help support your child.  

The pastoral team and I have had conversations with many of you who have 
expressed concern and doubt about how you are supporting your child. We are 
grateful for anything you can do and everything you have done. There is no one way 
to getting it right and although most of you are not experts on teaching, you are the 
experts on your child: what works wonderfully for another child, won't necessarily work 

for yours, so trust your parental instinct.   

Please do ask for help/support as we are here if you need us. That may just be a 
supportive call to students, helping them if they are struggling or signposting you as a 
family for external support. One source of external support is the school nursing 
service, which has produced the attached family Wellbeing pack; this contains a lot of 
advice for student and parental Wellbeing, and useful organisations to contact for help 
with different issues.  

A couple of good resources for you to look at would be: 
https://www.familylives.org.uk/orhttps://parentzone.org.uk/. 
 
Teachers have not set work for next week as it is the half term holiday. So, if your child 
has been working hard please do let them have a break. If they haven't been working 
hard, this is a chance for them to catch up!  

Year 10 face to face sessions 

Thank you to the year 10 parents who have completed the survey on face to face 
sessions. We have all been affected by the current situation in different ways and 
every parent's view will be shaped by their own experience of illness and by Covid -
19, so we respect your diversity of views.  

There is a diversity in parental expectations regarding safety precautions.  A number 
of parents have said they do not want their child to return until we can 100% guarantee 
their safety. We will never be able to guarantee that; indeed students are not even 
100% safe at home or going for a walk, just as they were never 100% safe before 
Covid-19 and won't be 100% safe after it has gone. Some parents have very clear 
views on the personal protective equipment that students and staff should have and 
on how social distancing should be organised. We cannot follow the preferred, yet also 
conflicting, approaches of all 200 parents who undertook the survey, but will work our 
best to offer these sessions in the safest environment that we can and are able to 
provide. 

I can assure you that any decisions we make, we will be following the current and any 
updated guidance given to us by the Department for Education, based upon that from 

https://www.familylives.org.uk/
https://mail.wyvern.hants.sch.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=BKHUM4HxUXnKsIE-rQEjfVN6E2JYaEJITl-nBX2uGPfou9cZKf7XCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fparentzone.org.uk%2f


Public Health England and we are also looking at the guidance issued by the World 
Health Organisation and the teaching unions. We are currently undertaking a 
comprehensive risk assessment for the face to face sessions and once we have done 
this and finalised our plans for what we can offer and how we will keep children safe, 
we will communicate these to you so you can then make an informed decision about 
whether you want to send your child in for the face to face sessions. This will not be 
before Monday 8th June and it may well be after that date. The face to face sessions 
for year 10 students is optional and no family will be penalised for non-attendance. 

Year 11 preparation work for college 

Students who have received an offer to study at Barton Peveril College should have 
been contacted by now with details of how to log into the Student Portal to access 
preparation work for the subjects they have chosen on their application form. This in 
itself is great preparation for year 12; it is also an opportunity to "test drive" the courses 
they have selected and be sure they have chosen appropriately. Please contact Barton 
Peveril direct if you have any queries. 

Eastleigh College has developed transition materials for all Year 11 applicants and will 
be updating resources fortnightly at a minimum. The transition materials introduce the 
knowledge and skills needed for each subject (e.g. Engineering) and for each level 
(e.g. L2) of qualification that offered at the College. These details can be found on the 
college's website. Eastleigh College is also hosting an online Open Event on Monday 
8 June, running from 1630 hrs and 1900. Visit Eastleigh College website for more 
information and to register to attend the event.  

 

Finally, I would like to wish you a happy and safe half term,  

Mr Rule  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


