
Dear parents and carers, 
 
In the last couple of days, I've been working with my senior leaders to investigate the possibility of offering 
optional face to face sessions for year 10 (where students come into college and work with teachers). 
Although the government has stated that schools should try to put this in place from 1st June, and if the 5 
national tests for easing the lockdown have been met, this date is not set as a deadline. Rather, this is the 
earliest date, our aim at present would be from the earliest, Monday 8th June.  In order to assess whether 
we can do this safely, we would like to gauge the potential demand for the sessions. We would also like to 
better understand how you and your child are feeling generally about the potential to ease out of lockdown. 
I would therefore be very grateful if you would complete this survey 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XVXV5PF by 1600 on Wednesday 20th May. 
 
This survey will enable us to work out which students we could expect to attend the face to face sessions 
and also work out how we might manage the logistics of maintaining safety precautions such as social 
distancing on the way to and from college as well as on-site. The survey results will give us a rough idea of 
numbers which will help us shape the exact nature and extent of any sessions we feel we can provide. The 
results will also help us better understand how you and your child are currently feeling about the lockdown. 
 
Until we have the survey returns, we cannot finalise the exact details of what the sessions would be like. 
However it is clear already that: 
1. The face to face sessions would be optional. We understand and totally respect that many students and 
their parents will not want to accept the offer of the sessions, for all sorts of reasons. 
2. The sessions wouldn't resemble the normal college day in terms of structure and length. Face to face 
sessions wouldn't be all day for any student and wouldn't be every day for any student. 
3. Face to face contact would be with subject specialist teachers where possible though not necessarily 
students' normal teacher for that subject. 
4. Face to face sessions would enhance students' remote learning work by giving them the opportunity to 
engage in discussion and interaction with the teacher and other students about the work. They would be 
designed to end the sense of solitary isolation students have felt in doing their work up this point. They 
would not be a replacement of remote learning but an enhancement of it. 
5.  Face to face sessions would involve highly restricted class sizes in order to conform to social distancing 
guidance. Therefore, the frequency of sessions for any student would depend on the number of students 
wanting to attend sessions. 
6. We will continue to accommodate the year 10 students of key workers for the whole college day as we 
are at present. If they wish to attend the additional sessions they can, and then remain in College for the 
remainder of the day. 
7. Teachers and staff would be expected to conform to even higher standards of hygiene than we 
introduced prior to lockdown.  
8. Students could only continue to access the sessions if their behaviour comforted to our PRIDe 

standards. The offer of face to face sessions would be withdrawn from those whose behaviour fell short. 

We all need to recognise that behaviour that in the past was considered silly, is now actually dangerous. 

9. We would adopt social distancing guidance designed for public transport and places of public eating by 

not running the bus services and by not operating the standard canteen service. 

 

There are many other logistical decisions we would need to make before committing to being able to run 

these sessions. As I have said on many occasions, the health, safety and wellbeing of students, staff and 

parents is my number one priority, we can only plan for these with the right information to work with. So 

please do complete the survey if you can. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Mr Rule 

Headteacher 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XVXV5PF

