
Information for Parents on September Re-opening Stay Alert; Control the Virus 

Attendance and Pastoral Care 

The government has made clear that school attendance is compulsory from the beginning of the new 
academic year, September 2020 and it has reinstated a parent’s legal duty to ensure their child attends 
full time education. Shielding advice for all children is paused from 1st August so students on the 
shielding patient list can return to college; so can students with a family member who is shielding.  

However, you should not send your child to college in any of the following circumstances and you won’t 
be penalised for your child’s absence in these circumstances: 

 They are self-isolating because they have covid-19 symptoms. The main symptoms are: a high 
temperature; a loss or change to the sense of smell or taste; a new, continuous cough (this means 
coughing a lot for more than an hour or at least 3 coughing episodes in 24 hours). 

 They have tested positive for covid-19 or live with someone who has.  

 They live with someone who has covid-19 symptoms who is awaiting their Covid test result.  
We have produced a one page summary in flow chart format (at the end of this document) to 
advise you what to do if someone in your household has symptoms or has tested positive for it.  

 In exceptional circumstances, a student may still be advised by their medical practitioner to remain 
at home and in these circumstances, the college will need to be given medical evidence such as a 
letter from a medical practitioner. If you are concerned about your child’s period of shielding 
coming to an end, contact their medical practitioner for further guidance.  

 They have another member of the family with a condition, which has prompted by a medical 
practitioner to advise that the whole family stay at home, confirmation from a medical practitioner 
will be required. 

We know that some children will be anxious about returning and we are very keen to support them 
with their anxiety. We have increased our pastoral support team from September. If your child is 
anxious about returning to college, please ask them to complete this survey, which will help us identify 
and respond to their concerns. https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PZG7GFK 

We will be using the September INSET day (Friday 25th September) as a Pastoral Review day: an 
opportunity for you and your child to come in to meet your child’s tutor or another member of the 
pastoral team to review how the start of term has gone and to discuss the support they need. Please 
make a note that 25th September will be Pastoral Review day and look out for further information in the 
new term about how to make an appointment. 

Hygiene  

Hand hygiene:  

 Students will be required to clean their hands with hand sanitiser on the following occasions: when 
arriving at college, after sneezing or coughing and before and after eating food and on entry to 
each new classroom. Students will therefore be sanitising their hands almost hourly.  

 Hand sanitiser is available at college however, we strongly recommend you give your child their 
own hand sanitiser (at least 60% alcohol) to carry with them for use throughout their day. They 
should use this when entering the college site: by having their own we can avoid queues. 

 They will be required to wash their hands after they have been to the toilet.  

 They should avoid touching their face with their hands.  

 College posters and college routines will remind students to follow these rules.  

Respiratory hygiene:  

 Students need to use a tissue to cough or sneeze into, following the “catch it, bin it, kill it” advice.  

 Tissues will be available in every classroom and there will be covered bins for them to dispose of 
these hygienically.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PZG7GFK


 If students need to cough or sneeze and do not have tissues to hand, they should do this into their 
sleeve rather than into the air.  

 To help keep the college, we strongly recommend you give your child packets of tissues to keep in 
their pocket and bag for break times or for the journey to and from college.  

 Every classroom will also have a disinfectant spray and rubber gloves in case students sneeze or 
cough on furniture or equipment. 

 Each lesson will begin with a power point slide reminder of the hygiene rules to be followed.  

Enhanced Cleaning:  

 The college will be cleaned more frequently and in line with Public Health England’s Covid-19 

“Cleaning of Non-Healthcare Settings Guidance.”  

 A cleaning team will constantly tour the site and clean frequently touched surfaces.  

Face Coverings: 

The guidance on face coverings is changing and may well continue to change. We will review our 

position accordingly but based upon current guidance… 

 We strongly recommend students to wear a face covering travelling to and from college.  

 Students are required to wear a face covering when using shops and public & school transport.  

 Students, like staff, can choose to wear a face covering in college if they would like. They might 

want to do this all the time or at certain times only, such as lesson changeovers in corridors.  

 Any student entering the medical room will be given a disposable covering to wear.  

 Please do provide your child with a face covering and a plastic bag for these occasions.   

 When your child removes a face covering in college, they should place it in a plastic bag within their 

college bag if it is a reusable one and in the classroom’s lidded bin if it is a disposable one.  

 It is important that students sanitise their hands after putting their covering on/taking it off. Again, 

by providing them with their own sanitiser you can help your child use the covering hygienically.  

Equipment:  

 Please ensure your child has the following equipment in their bag for use in lessons because this 

will prevent the need for equipment to be shared or lent (i.e. touched by multiple people): black 

pens, pencils, green pen, 30cm ruler, scissors, glue stick, rubber, sharpener, highlighter pen, 

protractor, compass and a calculator.  

Minimising Contact between individuals 

Year Group Bubbles: 

The government is clear that class sizes can return to normal and more than one class or group can use 

classrooms. Following government guidance, we will using year groups as the social bubbles.  

We aim to reduce student contact with different year group bubbles by:  

 Staggering break times to reduce the pressure on social spaces and keep year groups apart. 

 Zoning social spaces so that where students from different year groups do have the same break 

time, they are kept separate from one another. 

 Ensuring that food is served in one place for only one year group at any one time. 

 Re-organising extra-curricular activities so that year groups do not mix.  

 Establishing one-way systems for corridors and stairs to eliminate pinch points and reduce contact 
between students. At the end of every lesson, teachers will project a map of the new one way 
system to remind students where to go. 

 Reducing the volume of students in corridors at key times. Corridors are at their most congested 
when all students move from one lesson straight to another rather than from one lesson to break. 
The implementation of staggered break times reduces corridor usage at these times.  



 We have carefully considered the possibility of staggering the start and end times of the day, but 
have decided to leave this as it is for all year groups. As the largest single site in Hampshire for 
school children, we have had to consider the staggered times between the nursery, infant school, 
junior school and Wyvern. We will however, require students coming onto the site in the mornings 
to go to their year group’s holding zone before college starts. 

We also aim to reduce student contact within each year group.  

 Assemblies will not take place in the hall but be streamed to students in their tutor rooms.  

 In classrooms, the layout of the desks will mean that students won’t sit facing each other unless they 
can do this 2m apart. In all but a small minority of lessons, students will sit in rows, facing the front, 
with a gap of 2m from the front row of students and the teacher.  

 There will be a no physical contact rule at college, including breaks. Students won’t be able to play 
contact sports. If facing each other in the playground, they will need to socially distance.  

 Students can come into college wearing their PE kit on the day they have PE to avoid congestion in 
the changing rooms. Tracksuit bottoms and sports leggings both plain navy blue can be worn. Please 
see our website for details or Skoolkit website. 

Food 

 We strongly encourage you to provide a packed lunch for your child; this will keep the handling of 

food within your family and reduce the demand for college food to levels, which are easier to 

manage. 

 The college will provide a reduced snack and takeaway service.  

 We will not be using plates and the cutlery will be wooden and disposable.  

 Canteen staff will not be operating the finger scanners at the food service points but will use an 

alternative method to debit accounts.  

 Please ensure your child comes to college each day with a water bottle with sufficient water for the 

day. This will mean they can avoid touching taps and water dispensers around the site.  

Transport 

 If at all possible, walking and cycling should be used: these are the safest forms of transport 
because social distancing can be better maintained. Furthermore, fresh, open air makes 
transmission considerably less likely and students won’t need to touch surfaces that have been 
touched frequently by many other people who come from outside their family and college bubbles. 

 A significant number of students make use of various bus services to travel to and from College. We 
are currently in discussion with bus companies and with Hampshire County Council regarding their 
advice and planning for September. 

 The government guidance makes a distinction between dedicated college transport and public 
transport, with different rules for each. Wyvern makes use of both types of transport. 
 

 Dedicated College transport: This is the Xelabus service to and from Durley/Upham. The government 
guidance for bus companies is that students do not need to socially distance as they are not mixing 
with members of the public and the passenger population is largely the same each day and drawn 
from one discrete group. However, because students will be mixing with those from other year 
groups, they need to wear a face covering (anything which covers their mouth and nose such as a 
mask) for the entire duration of the journey. Capacity may be reduced on this service, however 
Xelabus have provisionally offered to double the vehicles used on this route. 

 

 Public transport: these are all Bluestar services and the Xelabus Bishopstoke service. Public bus 
services, unlike college transport, need to operate strict social distancing rules. On these services, it is 
possible that students will encounter people from outside their family and college group. The 
wearing of a face mask is compulsory on public transport. 



 The latest information regarding this is that capacity on these buses will be significantly reduced to 
permit social distancing. Therefore, the college, along with Hampshire County Council and the 
government urge parents to consider alternatives to public transport for their child. 

 If you intend to drop your child off and collect them by car, agree with your child where you will do 
this from. Parking within the college grounds or the immediate vicinity is a safety and capacity 
concern.  

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
What to do if someone in your household has Covid-19 

Symptons flow chart 
 

NO 
Your son/daughter should 

attend Wyvern College as 

normal, following the 

guidance for staying safe.  

YES 

Contact the welfare office before 8.15am 023 8069 2679 (x255) or email 
welfare@wyvern.hants.sch.uk to inform us.  

 Book a CVD19 test for the person displaying symptoms 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/                                                                                   
Follow the advice given to you by the NHS Test and Trace team.  Everyone in the 
household MUST stay at home whilst you wait for the result.  Your son/daughter should 
access online learning whilst they remain at home.  

Was the CVD19 test positive? NO 

YES 

Other members of the household 

can stop self-isolating.  Your 

son/daughter can return to college.  

Please contact the welfare 023 8069 

2679 (x255) or email 

welfare@wyvern.hants.sch.uk to let 

us know the negative test result. 

The person who tested positive should continue to self-isolate for at least 7 days from the onset 

of their symptoms and follow NHS advice.  Other members of the household should continue to 

self-isolate for the full 14 days.  Your son/daughter CANNOT return to school during this time.  

Please contact the welfare office  023 8069 2679 (x255) or email welfare@wyvern.hants.sch.uk 

to let us know the positive test result. 

Do you or does someone in your household 

have CVD19 symptoms (child or adult)? 

The main symptoms to be alert to include a 

new, continuous cough or a high 

temperature, a loss of, or change in, your 

normal sense of taste or smell. 
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