
Parental Update 280920 
 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Update on Covid 
 
No Cases at Wyvern  
I have been contacted by several parents anxious to find out the truth of social media posts 
claiming that there have been some cases of Covid at Wyvern. I am pleased to report that, 
at the time of writing this, we have no confirmed cases. However, the Wyvern College in 
Salisbury has had a confirmed case - as have many schools in Hampshire. Please be 
reassured that, In the event of a confirmed case, I will notify you as soon as I can, and we 
are ready for such an eventuality. If you haven't heard reports of Covid cases direct from 
Wyvern, they are not true. I am also pleased to report that we have had a very low 
incidence of staff absence this term and that in the couple of instances of staff self-isolating 
due to family members having Covid symptoms, all tests have come back as 
negative. However, we cannot assume that this positive picture will continue, and we must 
all remain vigilant. In my virtual assembly to students this week, I thank them for all their 
efforts in following the Covid contract but also warn them of the danger of growing tired 
and complacent of the precautions we need them to continue taking. 
 
Remote Learning for Absent Students  
We have had several families reporting Covid symptoms and therefore self-isolating while 
awaiting test results. If your child is self-isolating because someone else in the family has 
symptoms, they can access their work from the students shared area "foldr" where we also 
posted the work last term. In the student shared area, they will find a folder titled "remote 
working September to October 2020". if they go into their year group folder, they will find a 
summary of tasks to be undertaken and then subject folders outlining the work. If your child 
is unwell with symptoms of Covid and is awaiting a test, then their health clearly takes 
priority over work. Teachers have spent Friday's INSET day populating the folders with work 
and will keep these up to date as other families self-isolate in the weeks ahead.  
 
How to Distinguish between Cold, Flu and Covid 
Some families have reported that it is taking a long time to get a test and the NHS has 
confirmed that this is partly due to people with no Covid symptoms wanting to have a test. I 
have been sent information separately by PHE and the NHS to pass onto you. Both 
organisations are wanting to further educate us all so we can distinguish between the 
symptoms of other illnesses and Covid. As we enter the winter months (cold and flu season), 
this will become especially important and these letters make the distinction clear,  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-parents-and-guardians-when-
you-should-book-a-coronavirus-test-for-your-child/letter-to-parents-and-guardians-when-
you-should-book-a-coronavirus-test-for-your-child 
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/UKDFE/2020/09/23/file_attachments/1553140/

23rd%20September%20-%20PHE%20letter%20to%20parents%20and%20guardians.pdf 
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Covid Tracing App 
The new NHS COVID-19 tracing app is now available to download for free. Information and 
resources including guidance on how to download the app can be found here. 
 
When to self-isolate  
We have had a variety of questions from parents understandably trying to work out what to 
do if they find themselves in a situation where their child has been in contact with someone 
not related to our school community who is now a positive Covid case. Most of the guidance 
attached is straight from the NHS website (https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/). For cases 
outside of the school community,  the NHS guidance says that unless you are contacted by 
Test and Trace your sons/ daughters do not need to isolate if they think they’ve been in 
contact with someone who is a positive case (unless your son/daughter becomes ill). 
 
Reporting Illness 
We really appreciate it when you let us know your child won't be in college because they are 
unwell. It would help us enormously if you could give us a brief description of the symptom 
too e.g. sore throat/sickness/migraine. If your child is returning to college after a period 
of self-isolation due to a family member having Covid symptoms, please do contact the 
welfare office by 8.15am on the day of return to confirm a negative test result.  
 

Wet breaks 

As the weather becomes more variable, we have confirmed with students the arrangements 
for wet breaks. Students in year 9 and year 10 have different break times to each other and 
will each be able to use the main hall should they wish to shield from the wet weather. For 
students in years 7,8 and 11 the wet break rooms in their tutor groups. These rooms do 
change for each break time in the week because the availability of rooms due to the 
timetable.  Students have been asked to keep their timetable of wet break rooms in their 
logbook.  
 
With the weather changing and students now having to move between lessons outside of 
the College buildings, and travelling to and from College, we would like you to encourage your 
son/daughter to wear suitable coat to College to protect them against wet and cold during 
the coming months.  
 
I do hope you and your family are well.  
 
With best wishes,  
 
Mr Rule  
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