
Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we get to the half term break, I would like to thank you for your continued support of the College 

and its policies during the ongoing pandemic. I recognise that as the Covid cases rise nationally and 

also locally, many in our community are nervous about the transmission and what it could mean for 

health, wellbeing and a potential second lockdown. We will continue to review our policies and 

practice and we will proceed with our contingency planning for several different scenarios.  

ICT and Remote Learning 

Over the summer we have invested heavily in our ICT systems. In addition to replacing the majority 

of our hardware, we have migrated to Office 365 which gives us the opportunity to better support 

our students remotely. We need to be ready for a second lockdown and in this event, the new 

Department for Education guidance asks schools to provide a better blend or variety of online 

learning experiences. To proceed with our contingency planning, we would appreciate it if you could 

complete this short survey, letting us know what ICT you have at home to support your child’s 

learning. Closing date for this survey Friday 6th November. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T7W3KRB 
 

Keeping Students Warm 

Due to the guidance in response to COVID-19, we need to ensure that rooms are well ventilated. As 
a result, classroom doors will remain pinned back and windows opened. We are adjusting our 
uniform expectations, to ensure our students can keep warm in the autumn and winter months as 
the weather becomes colder. 

Students are encouraged to wear a number of layers to school. We would suggest a thermal layer of 
a white, plain vest or t-shirt, then the school shirt and then the blazer with the option of a school 
jumper too between the shirt and blazer. We will also allow students to wear their coats in 
classrooms too. The heating will be on for a large part of the day too.  

Cycling to College  

We are pleased that there has been in increase in students choosing to cycle to college. Soon, 
students will be cycling in the dark as the winter sets in. Please do check that your child has lights 
that work on their bike and to wear high visibility outer wear. We have booked the “Bike Doctor” to 
visit Wyvern on Wednesday 18th November to do a free MOT on students’ bikes. If you would like 
your child to take advantage of this opportunity, they will need to bring their bike in as normal; it will 
be checked during the day and then secured for the rest of the day. Further information will be sent 
out after half term. 

Correct Uniform  

We have had an increasing number of students coming to college with incorrect uniform. Our key 
priority this half term has been to give students a warm welcome back to college, to make them feel 
comfortable and to rebuild relationships between staff and students. We have undertaken some 
uniform checks but next half term we will be having a focus on correct uniform because we have 
seen an increase in students wearing expensive fashion items. We are keen to maintain our high 
standards. For both boys and girls, the trousers must cover the ankle completely and shoes should 
not have logos or be trainers. On a PE day, we expect students to wear their PE top and/or the 
rugby top. They can choose to wear additional layers. Sports leggings or tracksuit bottoms can be 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T7W3KRB


worn but must be plain blue. They can also wear additional plain blue and black top: hoodies are 
not permitted. Plain means logo free. 

For additional warmth, students can wear their college jumper or blazer. The advantage of students 
wearing their blazer on a PE day is that they are more likely to have their face covering with them as 
they tend to keep these in their blazer pockets.  

The full list of uniform expectations can be found in the student logbook and on our website.  

School Visits 

As you will be aware, Wyvern College has always placed a great value in providing a wide range of 

educational experiences in the form of foreign and UK trips and visits. These can often be the 

highlight of the College year for many students. To plan and prepare for these trips, lengthy lead in 

times are required, including giving you as parents sufficient and suitable time frames to make 

payments for the higher cost trips. Regrettably, in line with government guidance, we are not in a 

position due to the Covid restrictions to be able to offer any foreign educational visits for this 

academic year (Sept 2020- July 2021) 

The government advice says that UK based day trips could take place as long as they are carried out 
in line with protective measure such as keeping children within their consistent group, and the 
COVID-secure measures in place at the destination.  
 
We would need to undertake full and thorough risk assessments in relation to all educational visits 
to ensure they can be done safely. As part of this risk assessment, we will need to consider what 
control measures need to be used and ensure they are aware of wider advice on visiting the specific 
venue or location.  
 
Given the ever-changing situation regarding infection rates across the country we will review very 
carefully any planned UK day visits, including Duke Of Edinburgh award scheme expeditions and 
walks. The visits/events would need to meet the strict government guidelines and have a very strong 
educational value to allow the trip to run. We will keep you informed if the situation changes.  
 
Covid Cases 
 
If your child has to self-isolate because they or another member of the household have waiting for a 
test result, please contact the welfare office, welfare@wyvern.hants.sch.uk  as soon as you know the 
test result. We want to avoid the situation where a child who has been self-isolating returns to 
college without us knowing that the test is clear.  
 
During half term if your child tests positive for Covid, please do let us know as soon as possible, using 
the general enquiries email. enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk   
 
With best wishes to you and your family,  
 
 
Mr Rule  
Headteacher 
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