
Wyvern College message to parents dated 23.12.20 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

I did say in my recent end of term letter that we could all expect further challenges in 2021. I didn’t think 

we’d have our first challenge thrown at us quite so soon! Since then, the government has provided details 

to schools and colleges about its plans for the new term. In this letter, I explain what these changes are 

and how they will affect your family. I am sorry to be intruding on your Christmas week with this 

information, however, I have worked on the assumption that the sooner I can give you information about 

the new term’s arrangements, the better for your family.  

Rising Covid infection rates   
Looking ahead to the next few weeks, there are two Covid challenges that we face as a community. The 
first is the predicted rise in infection rates over the Christmas period and the second is the impact of a 
new strain of Covid which is significantly more infectious. We do not yet know how this second 
development will affect us, however we do know that nearby communities in Hampshire - Portsmouth, 
Havant and Gosport - have already been placed in Tier 4, indicating higher rates of infection.  
 

Students working from home 4th-8th January 2021  
The government’s response to these challenges is to reduce mixing in the weeks immediately following 
Christmas and to provide time for schools to prepare for a new testing programme on-site. It has already 
announced that students in years 7-10 should not attend school in the first full week of term (4th-8th 
January 2021) but should work remotely from home. Currently, we have been told that this will be for the 
first week of term only and then normal arrangements will return from Monday 11th January 2021. There 
are three exceptions to the week of remote learning, and these three groups should attend college from 
4th January 2021: 

1. If your child is in year 11.  

OR 

2. If your child has been identified as vulnerable. 

OR 

3. If you are a critical worker AND there is nobody to supervise your child at home AND your child is 

not old enough to be at home on their own. 

Whilst we are offering these places I urge parents to only take them where absolutely necessary; having 

the “circuit break” for these children ensures the safety of all students. In order to keep as many families 

as safe as possible we need to minimise the number of students coming into college, thus reducing 

contacts. 

If you think your child falls into the third category above, please complete this online form by 5.00pm on 

30th December 2020 https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FTKC639   

Please note that students in categories 2 and 3 will access the same online resources as students at home; 

there will be no additional face-to-face teaching. We will provide further details of the remote learning 

arrangements for years 7-10 before the start of term.  

Testing students and staff at Wyvern 
Schools can establish a system of Covid testing on-site, using lateral flow tests (which have been used in 
care homes and are explained in the attached poster), however schools do not have to do this. We will be 
introducing this testing because it will help us identify non-symptomatic carriers, thereby breaking chains 
of transmission. Furthermore, we are keen to ensure that as many students as possible are able to safely 
receive their full time, face to face education in college. The proposed system of testing enables this to 
happen. Students in close contact with an infected student will, under these government proposals, not 
need to self-isolate if they continue to be tested every day for the 7 days after their contact.  
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FTKC639


The plan is to implement: 

• A programme of initial “mass testing” for all consenting staff and students: individuals will undergo 

two lateral-flow tests, spaced 3-5 days apart.  

• A follow up programme of “serial testing” for students or staff who are a close contact of a positive 
case. This will allow them to stay in education by taking a daily test in the morning for 7 school days. 
If at any point they test positive on the lateral flow test they will need to leave school, take a normal 
Covid test and self-isolate.  
 

Giving consent for your child to be Covid-tested 
If you would like your child to be part of our Covid testing arrangements, then please give your consent 

electronically by 5pm on 30th December 2020, using this link here 

https://COVwww.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/F6PZPVJ 

This link will give you more details about the testing process and in addition, we provide some answers to 
anticipated questions below this letter.  
 
Helping us  
Whilst the testing programme can be carried out by staff, we would greatly appreciate offers of support 
from parents and community members willing to be trained to do a role in the testing process, to 
supplement the college staff redeployed from their actual role to oversee the testing. Tests are  
self-administered by students but overseen by trained people advising them. Medical experts are clear 
that no clinical oversight is necessary and that there is almost no clinical risk – this is a procedural, 
supervisory role. However, we do require volunteers to have a clear and recent DBS check and to 
undertake some online training. If you would like to offer your services here, please do email the college 
here, indicating when you might be able to help. enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk 
 
College INSET days  
We have scheduled an INSET day in the second week of term on Wednesday 13th January 2021. Because 
years 7-10 will have missed a week’s worth of face to face teaching the previous week, and following on 
from the Christmas holidays, we do not believe it is in their interests for them to miss any more at this 
point. We will therefore be postponing this INSET day until the summer term and expect students to 
attend college on 13th January 2021. We will confirm the date this INSET day has been moved to at a later 
point.  
 
With best wishes,  
 
Mr Rule  

 
 

Answers to Anticipated Questions 
 

Does my child have to take the test? 
No. The tests are not compulsory. However, we hope the large majority of parents do give their consent. This 
will help to identify people who have Covid-19 before they develop symptoms and will help to reduce the 
number of people they spread it to, reducing the transmission rate. The more the transmission rate is reduced 
the quicker we will be able to get back to normal. If your child does not take part in the testing arrangements, 
then, unlike those who do take part, they would need to self-isolate at home for 10 days if identified as a close 
contact to a positive case.  
 

What does the test involve? 

The test is a Lateral Flow Test. Students are supported to administer the test on themselves: they use a swab 
on the back of their throat and in a nostril. The attached poster shows visually the steps and stages involved, 
from preparing for the test, to taking it to getting results. If a student’s test is negative, they will have a second 
one done between 3 and 5 days after the first. If a student’s result comes back as “non-conclusive” then they 
will have another lateral flow test at college on the same day.  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/F6PZPVJ
mailto:enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk


Who will be doing the testing? 

Members of the college staff team will be supervising the tests, supported by volunteers. These adults will be 
trained to support students in self-administering their tests.  
 

What if my child is over 16 and wants to have the test, but I have not provided consent? 

We will not administer the test on any student whose parents have not given their consent. 
 

How quickly will we know the results of the test? 

We will know the outcome of the test within 30 minutes and school will contact you if your child tests positive 
or has to isolate. We will not contact students and parents in the event of a negative test result.  

 
If my child tests positive what happens next? 
We will contact you to pick up your child who will have to isolate with the rest of your household. You will 
need to book them in for a standard Covid test at a local test centre where a Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) 
test will be able to confirm the positive Lateral Flow test result. These PCR tests are processed in a laboratory.  

 
Does this mean the lateral flow tests are inaccurate? 

There is a low chance of false positive tests – that is why the secondary test is necessary. So, if your child tests 
positive on the Lateral Flow test at college and then tests negative on the PCR test, they will be able to come 
to college and won’t need to self-isolate. There is also a low chance that lateral flow tests don’t pick up 
positive cases because they aren’t as sensitive as lab-based tests. That is why there will be serial tests for close 
contacts of positive cases – they will be tested repeatedly over a number of days to ensure they are not 
positive.  
 

What if my child has been in contact with a pupil who tests positive? 
If your child has been in close contact with a child who tests positive, you will be notified, and they will need to be 
tested every day for 7 days in college. If your child does not take part in testing, then they will need to self-isolate at 
home for 10 days. If your child does take part in the testing, is identified as a close contact and you would prefer for 
them to self-isolate for 10 days (rather than remain in college and be tested daily), then we will support your 
decision.  

 

What if my child develops symptoms? 
This testing programme at [school/college] is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at 

any time (such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or 

taste) they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 (England, Wales and Northern Ireland) 

or 0300 303 2713 (Scotland) or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

When will my child be tested? 
We will draw up a rota and once finalised we will inform you when your child will be tested. We will be starting 
with Year 11 students who are in college for the week beginning 4th January 2021. We cannot commit to dates 
at this early stage as we have a lot of work still to do on the logistics of planning and operating the testing 
centre within college and we are not entirely certain when the college will receive its tests and PPE.  
 

If my child has already tested positive for Covid in the last few weeks, do they still need to 
undergo the tests? 
The advice we have been given is that your child does not need to do the testing within 90 days of their 
positive test. After 90 days they do need to then have a test. However, if you would like them to undergo the 
tests anyway, then we will support your decision.  

 
 Does the testing system mean that the college will stop the other safety measures put in place 
to combat the spread of Covid? 
No. All the other safety precautions must remain in place and we need to work together as staff and parents to give 
students the message that if they get a negative test result, they still need to be vigilant and follow the other safety 
measures.  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

