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Acevedo, Elizabeth  Clap when you land 

A plane crash starts a chain of events with immense 

consequences for 2 teenage girls, both struggling with how they 

fit into their respective worlds.  Using verse, Elizabeth Acevedo 

shows us two different lifestyles but always with hope for the 

future. 

 

T+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albertalli, Becky                Yes no maybe so 

Saeed, Aisha                        

A story about love across different cultures but also about how 

local people can change political landscapes. Jamie is Jewish, 

Maya is Muslim but they meet to try and defeat a local bill 

banning the hijab in Georgia, USA.  A novel about issues 

affecting lots of people today navigating a divided world. 

T+ 

 

Atta, Dean                          The Black Flamingo 

Told in verse through the eyes of Michael, the reader follows 

along pivotal moments of Michael's adolescence discussing race, 

gender, identity and all the pains of growing up. From his 6th 

birthday to his first drag show at University, this coming of age 

tale beautifully expresses what it truly means to be. 

T+ 

 

Charlton, Darren              Wranglestone 

Set in a dystopian future on the banks of Lake Wranglestone, 

Peter and Cooper must face the horrors around them as a dark 

secret about Wranglestone comes to light. This bloody but 

romantic horror story filled with zombies will keep you on the 

edge of your seat. 

T+ 

 

Christo, Alexandra            Into the crooked place   

In the world of Creije, dark magic hangs about and threatens to 

destroy the streets. Four misfits, already familiar with a life of 

crime, must try and trust each other and discover if good really 

does conquer evil. Filled with magic, love potions and 

adventure, this is the first in a new fantasy series by Alexandro 

Christo.   

T+ 

https://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781405271394
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Conaghan, Brian              The M word 

Moya is dead and she was everything to Maggie. Maggie is 

struggling to continue without her best friend even though she 

cannot stop speaking with her. Told in a completely believable 

teenage voice, this story deals with friendship, loss, mental 

health and healing while also filled with humour.   

T+ 

 

Crossan, Sarah                  Toffee 

Allison runs away from her abusive father in search of her 

sister. She ends up living in a garden shed. The old lady who 

owns the house and suffers from dementia, thinks she is a 

friend from the past. This is a moving portrayal of their 

relationship. Told in verse. 

 

T+ 

 

Cuthew, Lucy                    Blood moon 

Frankie feels comforted and reassured by Benjamin after a 

mortifying sexual experience took place and she got her period. 

However, when the whole school (and world!) finds out 

through a shocking and hurtful meme that has gone viral, 

Frankie feels betrayed, dirty and confused. When the online 

bullying begins to take on a life of its own Frankie will need her 

friends and parents by her side. A powerful read told in verse 

filled with positive messages for young teenage girls. 

 

T+ 

 

David, Donna                    County lines    

What is wrong when Ella finds Dom giving her presents and 

treating her well?  He can't have a hidden motive can he?  A 

tale for our times showing how we need to be careful who we 

mix with. 

   

T 

 

Downham, Jenny               Furious thing 

Fifteen-year-old Lexi is soon to have a new stepdad, but he has 

a controlling coercive behaviour over the family which leads 

her to rebel. Filled with familial relations, teenage emotions and 

a strong-willed main character who just needs to be heard. 

T+ 
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Fitzpatrick, Marie-Louise   On Midnight Beach 

Set in 1976 Ireland, the coast is hot under pressure from both 

the weather and the warring coastal towns. The lives of Emer, 

Gus and their friends will never be the same when a dolphin 

takes up residency in Carrig Cove altering their summer and 

lives forever. 

T+ 

 

Gonzales, Sophie                Only mostly devastated 

Summer-lovin'? That's what Ollie thought when he met Will 

over the summer holidays. However, when school is back in 

session and Ollie starts at his new school where Will goes, Will 

is not the same person he thought he new. Will Ollie ever trust 

Will with his heart again? A fun and enjoyable LGBTQ+ 

reimagining of Grease. 

T+ 

 

Halahmy, Miriam                Illegal 

Lindy and her family are falling apart after the death of her baby 

sister. Her two brothers are in prison and  she has become 

involved in a cannabis farm after the cousin she thought she 

could trust involves her in a situation she is desperate to 

escape. Her life riddled with anxiety and depression, a selective 

mute boy named Karl from school saves her. 

T+ 

 

Harcourt, Maggie                The pieces of ourselves 

After being diagnosed with Bi-Polar disorder and dropping out 

of school in the midst of completing her GCSEs, Flora struggles 

to connect with people. Until she meets Hal who needs her 

help in researching a missing soldier from World War I. As the 

two discover secrets of the past, Flora discovers pieces of 

herself and learns to live with her illness. 

T+ 

 

Hargrave, Kiran Millwood  The Deathless Girls 

This Gothic tale reimagines the legend of Dracula's brides from 

a feminist viewpoint. When seventeen-year-old  Kizzy and her 

twin Lil are captured and sold into slavery their fate is forever 

changed. A fast-paced horror story filled with strong female 

characters, LGBTQ+ romance and vampires. 

T+ 

 

Hussey, William                  Hideous beauty 

After coming out to friends and family, Dylan and his boyfriend 

Ellis feel supported and loved. But when Ellis suddenly and 

mysteriously dies in a car accident, Dylan must solve the crime 

to discover the truth behind the Ellis' death and also the truth 

behind the person he thought he knew and loved. 

T+ 



Page 4 of 7 
 

 

Hyder, Liz                            Bearmouth 

The mines of Bearmouth are dark and the men who reside 

there live a hard life. When a new boy enters the crew, Newt 

begins to question everything about the mines and the reason 

they work there. Written phonetically from the eyes of Newt, 

a unique and emotional narrative. 

T+ 

 

Iacopelli, Jennifer                Break the fall 

Influenced by real events, this is the story of champion gymnast 

Audrey destined for the Olympics.  But the world of gymnastics 

is not as innocent as first appears.  Can Audrey and her 

teammates rally round when their coach is accused of grooming 

other gymnasts.  Is the will to win still there? 

T+ 

 

Jawando, Danielle   And the stars were burning brightly 

Nathan's older brother commits suicide and Nathan is 

distraught that he didn't see it coming.  He is determined to 

find out why, but his investigations reveal the damage caused by 

cyber bullying and intolerance.  Hard hitting but ultimately a 

story of hope for the future. 

T+ 

 

Lockhart, E                          Again again 

Through multiple storylines, Adelaide is able to relive her 

summer 'again and again'. After saving her younger brother 

from a potential drug overdose, she experiences various 

versions of the months after the event involving dog walks, love 

interests and familial drama. Though completely unrealistic as 

no one can relive the same moments in time twice with 
different outcomes, Adelaide's story is unique, funny and 

believable. 

T+ 

 

Mann, Manjeet                     Run, rebel 

Amber lives with her alcoholic father and illiterate mother on a 

council estate.  It is a life of abuse, where there is no hope. But 

Amber is determined to change not only her life but that of her 

mother too.  A compelling story told in verse about how we 

can all achieve great things if we really want to. 

T+ 
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Muchmore, Robert               Arctic Zoo 

This is the story of two teenagers, Georgia in England and Julius 

in Nigeria; their lives become intertwined when they meet in a 

mental health unit and become involved in political protests 

taking place in their worlds, both focused on change. 

T+ 

 

Ness, Patrick            And the ocean was shining brightly 

This is a retelling of the classic novel Moby Dick but told from 

the perspective of the whale.  In Ness' poetic, compelling style, 

this is a story that the reader will not want to put down.   Fans 

of Ness will not be disappointed. 

T 

 

Reid, Louisa                          Gloves off 

Bullied because of her weight and family life, Lily has had 

enough. Encouraged by her father, she begins boxing to learn 

how to fight back; however, she must learn when to punch with 

her fists and when to use her words. Told in verse, a powerful 

story on loving your true self and standing up to bullies. 

T+ 

 

Spangler, Jenni                      Stop 

Ryan wants to join the police force but one evening events 

transpire to make him question his future career as a black 

officer.  In light of Black Lives Matter, a short story to make you 

think. 

T+ 

 

Stewart, Erin                         Scars like wings 

Ava was the only survivor in a fire that killed her parents and 

her cousin but she has suffered terrible burns. Now she is 

deemed able to go back to high school but can she cope with 

the stares and the comments.  Only when she meets Piper, 

disabled in a car crash,  does she realise that she wants to live 

and not just be a survivor. 

T+ 

 

Stone, Nic                             Jackpot 

Nico works as a cashier in a filling station where lottery tickets 

are sold.  When the jackpot is won by a customer but not 

claimed, Nico decides she will find the winner in case they 

forgot. But will she discover who has won over £100million 

dollars and what will it mean for her and her family. 

T+ 
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Takei, George                They called us enemy 

Eisinger, Justin 

Scott, Steven 

This graphic novel tells the story of actor and human rights 

activist George Takei’s first-hand account of living behind fences 

and barbed wire in Japanese internment camps during World 

War II in the United States.   

T+ 

 

Tavengerwei, Rutendo        The colours that blind 

This is the powerful story of Tumirai, his family and his country. 

Fifteen-year-old Tumirai is an albino child living in Zimbabwe 

where he will always feel out of place. While staying with his 

grandmother, Tumirai will discover there is more to his family 

and country's history than he knew before. 

T 

 

Terry, Teri                     Dark blue rising 

The first in a new trilogy, this thriller tells the story of Tabby 

and her mysterious past. After a serious accident reveals that 

her mother is not really her mother at all, Tabby begins to 

unravel the lies she's been told to discover the truth of her past 

and a secret hidden in her DNA. 

 

T 

 

Valentine, Jenny             Hello now 

The first question is, is Jude male or female?  Up to you to 

decide.  Jude and Mum are always on the move due to doomed 

relationships.  But Jude meets Novo who has the ability to 

change lives.  Short but perfectly formed, this is a book to make 

you think about who you are. 

T+ 

 

Watson, Sarah                Most likely 

Four best friends, four futures, but only one is meant to be 

President of the United States. In this empowering story, female 

friends support each other's ups and downs as they make their 

way through their final year together before heading off in 

different directions, one of which is destined for the White 

House. 

 

T+ 

 

Wein, Elizabeth              The enigma game 

Set in WW2 in Scotland, 3 young people find themselves 

connected by unusual events.  Can they work together when 

they become the recipients of a mystery object that could have 

dire consequences for many? 

 

 

T+ 

https://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781445162140
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Yoon, David                 Frankly in love 

In order to please their Korean parents, Frank Li and Joy Song 

pretend to date while secretly dating other people who their 

parents would disapprove of due to their race. 

T+ 

 

                                      I will not be erased 

Essays from Gal-dem, an online and print magazine which is 

created by women and non-binary people of colour. Through 

the use of raw material from their teenage years, diaries, poems 

and chat histories their words give advice to their younger 

selves and those growing up today. 

920 

 
 

T = Younger Teen Reads/T+ = Older Teen Reads 

 

 = Available as an eBook 

 

 

If you would like to buy some or all of the titles on this list, go to www.petranet.co.uk and 

log in using your School Library Service username and password. The list will be available to 
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Your SLS password will give you 26% discount on most titles and books can be jacketed and 

serviced. If you do not have a password for Petranet, please email hq.sls@hants.gov.uk or 

phone 01962 826660. 
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