
Dear parents and carers,  

I would like to thank you and your children for their engagement in lessons so far this term. 
We have really enjoyed teaching them and appreciate how hard they are working and how 
resilient they are in trying to overcome those technical hitches which have cropped up.  

Access to TEAMS 
We have been working hard to reduce the number of students needing a physical work 
packs in order to access the curriculum. We are aware of families where children have to 
share computers and laptops. You might be interested to know that TEAMS can be accessed 
via Play station and Xbox. I have sent instructions to students on how they can do this and 
include them at the bottom of this letter too.  
Last term, we were building our stock of laptops in the event of another lockdown. As a 
result, we have now secured computer access for all year 11 students and are working our 
way through year 10. The Department for Education has also provided further laptops 
specifically for children in receipt of Pupil Premium (those who are either in care, entitled to 
free school meals or who have parents in the armed forces). We have already lent 
equipment to many of these families. We are now cross referencing the families who have 
requested work packs with those in receipt of pupil premium and they will be given priority 
for allocation of future laptops. If you think you are eligible and need one, please email us 
here remotelearning@wyvern.hants.sch.uk , we will then see what stock we have left over 
for other families to access.  As long as we have stock, we will keep sending them out. We 
have today been able to place another request to the government for a further 40 laptops 
this morning. We will keep on asking for more until they say “no”! 

Donations of Laptops for Students 
Thank you very much for all the extremely kind offers of donations of laptops for our 
students. We would like to accept donations however, we would kindly ask they are in 
working order with chargers and must be able to run Windows 10 efficiently. Donations can 
be left in the school reception, collection box, then the IT department can assess for re-
deployment. If deemed suitable then the HDD will be scrubbed and our education licenced 
software will be installed. 
 
Home Learning Expectations  
I have discussed with staff the question of home learning and whether we should be setting 
this in addition to the work from Foldr and on TEAMS which is designed to cover the 
curriculum that would be taught in lessons.  
We need to balance the need to cover the curriculum properly with student wellbeing and 
we are concerned about the amount of screen time required by remote learning. The 
student feedback we have sought informs us that many students are needing to take longer 
than usual lesson time to complete all the work set in Foldr and TEAMS and that others are 
more tired than usual at the end of the college day, due to being online so much. Therefore, 
only essential home learning will be set if the core, critical components of the curriculum 
cannot be covered sufficiently without it or if vital assessment and established systems of 
monitoring student understanding could not take place without home learning. This is likely 
to mean that there will be some subjects will set the learning some of the time and others 
will not set it.  
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One of the benefits of home learning is that it develops students' independence. With little 
home learning, it is important that students do not just have a diet of TEAMS lessons but 
also have independent work (e.g. from Foldr) included too. We need to make sure that 
students do not develop, through TEAMS, a teacher dependency which will cause problems 
for their further study. This is important for all year groups - year 7 through to year 11. I 
have asked teachers to look carefully at how we can ensure we promote student 
independence in the work we set and how we can balance the online lessons with 
independent work. 

Calendar of Events 
Just before the Christmas holiday, students in years 7-10 completed a number of 
assessments across the curriculum and teachers are now generating achievement data for 
you. We will send these out shortly.  
Our scheduled parent’s evenings will continue to take place, but virtually: year 10 on 4th 
February, year 8 options’ evening on 2nd March, year 11 on 23rd March and year 8 on 30th 
March. Year 10 parents can expect an email shortly, confirming when the booking system 
opens and what you need to do on the evening to attend the virtual meeting with the 
teachers.  
 
You may recall me writing in previous letters about the INSET days, calendared for 
Wednesday 13th January and 22nd February (the day after the half term holiday). We now 
know that the lockdown, with remote learning, will be until at least February half term, so 
we have decided to have the INSET days where they replace remote learning, rather than 
actual on-site learning. I would therefore like to confirm that the INSET days have moved to 
Thursday 11th and Friday 12th February (the two days before the half term holiday). Students 
will not be expected to work on these days: there will be no TEAMS lessons and the college 
will not be open to any students. 
 
Year 11 Update 
Mr Stocks, our Deputy Head, sent out a detailed letter to year 11 students and parents last 
week concerning learning and assessment. There has been some discussion this week 
between the government and OfQual, the exams’ regulator, about the best way to assess 
year 11 students now and to generate their grades. We will give you a further update, once 
things have been agreed. If you would like to follow what they have said thus far, then the 
links are here: letter to Simon Lebus, Ofqual’s Chief Regulator and response to this letter 
 
Access to the library and reading  
Several students and parents have asked if they can come and visit the library to take books 
out. I am delighted that some students want to carry on using the library. Sadly, we cannot 
do this safely because we need to minimise the number of students on site and the library is 
used for key worker children. However, I attach here 9 sources of free books. I appreciate 
these are online again but nevertheless they will allow your child to continue to read for 
pleasure. Eastleigh library is also open for a “select and read” service.  
 
Tutor Time 
We are aiming to develop two TEAMS tutor sessions per week; students need to look out for 
the invites in the same way they do for TEAMS lessons. This is an opportunity for students to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/simon-lebus-responds-to-the-secretary-of-states-letter-of-13-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/simon-lebus-responds-to-the-secretary-of-states-letter-of-13-january-2021


maintain a social contact with the tutor group, for students to raise any questions or 
concerns they might have and for tutors to communicate key information.  
 
Test Centre 
For this last week we have been testing the keyworker and vulnerable students who have 
been in College, as well as all staff. We greatly appreciate the time and commitment given 
by our parental volunteers, thank you so much for enabling us to establish the testing 
centre. If you had volunteered but have yet not been called upon, thank you, we may still 
contact you at a later date when we are needing to test larger numbers of students. 
 
Finally, thank you to the many parents who have taken the time to send in messages of 
support and positive feedback about their child’s learning experience. These messages are 
greatly appreciated by staff.  

Stay safe and take care, 

Mr Rule  
 

 


