
Dear Parent or Carer,  

Thank you for your responses to my last letter 

First of all, I am delighted with the responses I’ve received from my last letter at the end of term. So many 

of you have found time in your busy Christmas week to confirm your consent to your child to take part in 

the Covid testing due to be started in college. You will be interested to know that we have consent to test 

940 students: 99% of the responses. The more students we can test, the more chance we have of 

identifying A-Symptomatic carriers of the virus, breaking chains of transmission and therefore keeping all 

students safe to receive their education in classrooms, on-site. Thank you for your support. If you are a 

parent who has not yet been able to complete the consent form, we have now reopened the survey for 

you to do so. Please do spare 5 minutes to complete. The link is here 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/F6PZPVJ 

I am equally delighted with the parental response to my request for helping with the testing. We have 

been inundated with offers. Some of you have offered to get a DBS check in order to be able to help: 

thank you, but unfortunately the DBS process takes a few weeks and therefore will not be ready in time 

for our start of testing. We will start the first testing next week using College staff and then work towards 

drawing on our parent volunteers for the end of the week and into the following week. We are working 

on the schedule for these volunteers who can come into College and we will contact you next week with 

details of what the next step will be including completing the online training required and confirming 

which days you will be required. 

Government changes to the start of term 
You may be aware that yesterday, the Education Secretary announced changes to the arrangements for 

the start of term, in response to a rapid deterioration in the Covid situation nationally; locally, Hampshire 

has now been placed in Tier 4. The new arrangements are: 

Monday 4th-Friday 8th January: all students in years 7-11 to be working remotely from home, except the 

students identified as especially vulnerable and those of key worker families who are not old enough to 

work alone at home.  

Monday 11th- Friday 15th January: year 11 students back into college for lessons, years 7-10 working 

remotely from home. Vulnerable and key worker children working in college.  

Monday 18th January: all students back in college for lessons.  

I appreciate that these last minute changes to the government’s plans will present challenges for some 

families, as they have for us at college. However, it is important that we comply with the instructions laid 

out by the Department for Education, which are designed to keep us all safe.  

Remote Learning 
Students need to begin their studies again on Monday 4th January. They will be learning remotely, with a 
combination or “blend” of TEAMS teaching and independent assignments set by their teachers in the 
student shared area called Foldr. Subject specific assignments will be available in Foldr from Monday and 
from Tuesday, TEAMS lessons will start to become established. Students should follow their usual 
timetable and complete the work at home for the subject they would be doing in that hour at college. 
They should check their emails each morning which will have important communications about their work 
including invites to TEAMs lessons. TEAMS lessons can be accessed via mobile phones, not just 
computers. If you or your child has any concern related to work in a particular subject then please contact 
that subject area, using the email addresses you can find on this section of the website: Curriculum 
Enquiries – Wyvern College . If your child is unsure how to access the Foldr or TEAMS, there is a 
walkthrough on the first guide in this section of the website  Wyvern Remote Learning – Wyvern College 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/F6PZPVJ
https://www.wyverncollege.org.uk/contact/curriculum-enquiries/
https://www.wyverncollege.org.uk/contact/curriculum-enquiries/
https://www.wyverncollege.org.uk/wyvern-remote-learning/


Pastoral Support 
During this period, we would also like to offer Pastoral support. Every student will have different needs; 
however, we want all students to know that they can contact someone in college if they have any worries 
outside of their lessons. As always, safeguarding is our main priority and the Designated Safeguarding 
Team will continue to provide ongoing support to families in need. Students can email their tutors with 
any ongoing daily concerns and a pastoral phone call can be arranged. The Pastoral team will also be 
available for pastoral support and wellbeing.  
 
Children working on site: Key workers and Vulnerable students  
Students working on site will follow the same remote learning as their classmates at home, using a PC to 
access TEAMS and Foldr. They will therefore need to bring their own headphones and any text books into 
college each day. They should also bring in a packed lunch, as the canteen will not be open; a packed 
lunch will be provided for children on site in receipt of free school meals. Students working on site will 
need to wear normal school uniform.  
We will expect students in College to continue to observe and follow our Covid contract introduced in 
September, to keep other students and staff safe. Students will be required to stay within their year group 
bubbles, they will need to go to their designated areas when they arrive at College in the mornings and to 
use their designated break areas during the day. Students must remember to bring in their own hand 
sanitiser and their face masks. 
We recognise that key workers often work shifts and it might be that some key workers will need this on-
site provision in the 2nd week. We will issue a booking questionnaire next week for the week beginning 
Monday 11th January for sessions to be booked in. 
Please note, we are only able to provide on-site provision for students who have parents who are key 
workers or students who have been identified as vulnerable – unfortunately, we will not be able to 
accommodate any students for those of you who filled in the questionnaire, stating that you would prefer 
your child to be in college.  
 
Covid Testing Schedule  
Our draft schedule below is dependent on the delivery of the test kits and PPE to the college as currently 
stated by the government in their published timescale. We will assign each year group a day and work 
through students alphabetically on that day. We will confirm details to each year group of their time slots 
next week. We will aim to start testing at 9am through until 3pm. Please check your emails as to when 
your child will be due on site. I know that some of you and your child will be nervous about taking their 
test, but unfortunately, we cannot accommodate parents joining their child on site, while they take the 
test. I can assure you that we will have our staff on hand to help guide them through the process.  
Our plan is to stick to the schedule below, reliant on the right number of tests being delivered to College, 
if for any reason we are not able to fulfil the testing as scheduled below, we will email you by 3pm the day 
before to confirm any changes. 
Guidelines state that each student must undertake 2 tests and the tests must be between 3-5 days apart.  
 
Onsite Key worker and vulnerable students: Tuesday 5th and Friday 8th January  
Year 11: Wednesday 6th and Saturday 9th January  
Year 10: Thursday 7th and Monday 11th January  
Year 7: Friday 8th and Tuesday 12th January  
Year 8: half on Monday 11th and half on Tuesday 12th with all again on Friday 15th  
Year 9: Wednesday 13th and Saturday 16th January. 
 
With all that I have included in this letter, and with the recent Covid developments, it does seem a bit 
strange to be wishing you all a Happy New Year, so I’ll finish by saying that I hope the new year signals the 
beginning of an end to this virus. May, 2021 be a better year for all of us. 
 
With best wishes  


