
 January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Students (Y11) 

I am sure that by now you will have seen the headlines following the announcement from Gavin 

Williamson (Sec. of State for Education) that GCSE examinations this year will be based on teachers’ 

assessments rather than public examinations. 

We would like to acknowledge that many of you will be disappointed and frustrated that you will not 

get the opportunity to sit your final examinations and I can assure you our colleagues share your 

disappointment.  

At this stage we do not have any additional information other than that there will be a national 

consultation, possibly opening next week, from OFQUAL (regulatory body with responsibility for 

assessment and examinations) with detailed plans to be provided in February. 

It has been stated that training and support for teachers in generating teachers’ assessed grades will 

be provided to ensure these are awarded fairly and consistently. In addition, grades will be based on 

evidence from assessments, classwork, home learning, teacher observations and will take into 

account the amount of the syllabus covered. Please be re-assured that no individual piece of work or 

assessment will be used to generate grades. 

However, I am sure lots of students and parents will have many questions. 

This communication will hopefully address some of the queries which you have and also ensure that 

we have a clear set of expectations over this half term of remote learning in particular. 

This week I have spoken to several Y11 students and held TEAMS meetings with student 

representatives and many of the points covered were raised by the students themselves. 

Remote learning- Jan / Feb 2021 

It has been confirmed that remote learning will be in place until at least February half term and it is 

crucial that students continue to engage with their learning during this period. Whatever the final 

method for generating grades, it will require students to have completed the work we are setting. 

Colleagues have been working extremely hard to upskill themselves in the delivery of online lessons, 

most notably TEAMS, and I hope you will agree that the delivery and quality of these lessons is 

improving at great pace. 

Some key points: 

• Check invites to TEAMS lessons via your college e-mail account  

• Ensure you arrive on time for your lessons with all the equipment you need 

• Complete work in your exercise book or on paper and ensure you retain this work 

• In many subjects’ teachers are delivering ‘new’ content rather than consolidation work, as 

we need to cover as much of the syllabus as we can 

• Return work to your teachers for marking in the way it has been requested e.g. via e-mail, 

via TEAMS 

• Teachers are taking registers for lessons and tracking attendance 

• Teachers are tracking the submission and quality of work and this will feed into the evidence 

base later this academic year 



• Attend all courses. Please do not ‘focus on key subjects’ during this period 

• Aim to share your time equitably across all your subjects  

• Complete home learning tasks as set 

 

Trial examinations 

Frustratingly the trials scheduled for December had to be postponed in order to keep students safe, 

and due to this current lockdown, the trials scheduled for week beginning 25th January will also need 

to be postponed. 

There is no plan to deliver the trials remotely and we have asked Y11 teachers not to expect 

students to revise for examinations at this time. 

When we have detailed information from the Department for Education we will share plans for any 

internal assessments or exams we may wish to undertake before the summer. We will only be in a 

position to do this when we are certain of a return to school date and have all the guidance on 

‘Teachers’ estimated grades’ from the DfE. 

FAQs 

Below is our initial response to some of the questions which have been raised by student 

representatives: 

What do I do if I am struggling to access the remote learning? 
It is important that you are accessing remote lessons and if you are struggling you must contact the 
college as a priority to get support. For support please use: remotelearning@wyvern.hants.sch.uk 
We have a limited supply of laptops available and Y11 students can access these as a priority. 
Although work packs are available these are not ideal for Y11 students as the vast majority of lessons 
are via TEAMS / STREAMS. 
 
Why are we still learning new content? 
It is important that we continue to cover the syllabus for each course in order to ensure we get 
through the majority of topics. Many students in each class may well be considering future study e.g. 
‘A’ Level, BTec and these courses often build on the GCSE syllabus. In addition, there may well be 
some exciting topics to come which you may excel in! 
 
The qualifications you will be awarded do assume you have completed the course content. The 
Government had already announced that some of the courses can have less content in but your 
grades and preparation for further study require you to have studied it. 
 

Do I still need to do my Non-Examined Assessments (NEAs) in the courses I am studying? 
Unfortunately, we are not in a position to confirm whether we will need to submit evidence for NEAs 
in each course. Some subjects may wish to continue with their NEA and in some subjects this may 
well form part of the evidence base for teacher assessed grades. 
Students and parents will be informed on a subject by subject basis. 
 
How will my applications to college be affected? 
Although we are operating in a national lockdown Post 16 providers are still operational and the 
application process will continue. Mrs Bruce is available to support students during this time so any 
careers queries can and will be addressed. Please e-mail Mrs Katie Bruce at 
ka.bruce@wyvern.hants.sch.uk  for advice and guidance.  
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Now is perhaps a really good opportunity to review some of the excellent PowerPoint presentations 

produced by Mrs Bruce, review prospectus’ and consider your options beyond Wyvern. 

We will liaise with the colleges about their approach to applications this year and communicate to 

you any changes. Ultimately, they will want you on their courses! 

Will I still be able to do an apprenticeships? 
Although apprenticeships are likely to still be available from August for school leavers we do not 
know how the Covid 19 pandemic has affected the various industries. Therefore, we recommend 
that you also apply to Post 16 colleges as part of your back up plan. 
 
What evidence will my teachers use when estimating my grades? 
In time we will be provided with a comprehensive guide on the expected evidence base which we 
should use when arriving at estimated grades which will then be reviewed and moderated. 
 
However, this will certainly include classwork, home learning, assessments, PRIDe scores etc. 

Having undertaken a similar task last year for the Classof2020 we have had experience of generating 

internal grades and a thorough moderating process will be adhered to ensuring fairness and 

consistency across all groups.   

Are the Government going to use the ‘algorithm’ which we heard so much about last year? 
We understand that the much-maligned algorithm which was used last year for ‘A’ Level grades and 
partially used for GCSEs will not be used. The Education Secretary said “we are going to put our trust 
in teachers rather than algorithms”.  However, we fully expect a robust moderation process to be 
implemented to ensure that grades awarded are fair and consistent across the country. 
 
Will we still have to do exams in the Sports Hall? 
Students will not be required to sit ‘public’ GCSE examinations in the Sports Hall.  
However, we may run internal assessments / exams in the Sports Hall to generate evidence for staff 
to use when arriving at teacher assessed grades. 
 
I am worried that we did not sit our Y10 exams or our trials. Is this a problem? 
In an ideal world you would have sat both these assessments. Primarily we use these assessments to 
identify ‘where you are now’ and also identify strengths and areas to focus on going forward. 
However, we know that assessment can come in many forms such as exam question practice, past 
paper work, assignments in class and at home, end of unit assessments as well as ongoing class 
work. 
 
Will my results have the same value as previous and future grades? 
As was the case last year we believe there will be rigorous moderation of grades at a National level. 
This will ensure that the integrity of GCSE grades in previous years, and indeed future years, is 
upheld. 
I appreciate this is a lengthy communication and I hope it has addressed at least some of the initial 
concerns that both parents and students may have. 
 
There are some helpful contacts for support should you need it on our website at the following link: 
https://www.wyverncollege.org.uk/support-when-in-lockdown/ 
 
If you have any other questions please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Mr S Stocks 

https://www.wyverncollege.org.uk/support-when-in-lockdown/


Deputy Head 


