
5th February 2021 
 
Dear Parent and Carers  
  
Thank You  
Thank you once again for all your efforts with supporting your child's remote learning. We 
continue to be very impressed with the students' engagement and know that this is in no small 
part due to your organisation, encouragement, motivating and challenging. We sense the 
students are tired and you must be too. Please remember that next week is a three day working 
week for the students as Thursday 12th and Friday 13th February are INSET days, followed by 
the half term break. Some teachers of year 11 students may well set some independent work to 
be done on the INSET days to ensure that the curriculum gets covered but this should be the 
exception. I have asked staff to ensure that students get a proper break from work over the half 
term holiday, however next week I will send out some voluntary competitions and supplementary 
activities for students who might LIKE to do them: there is no expectation that students should 
do them. Monday 22nd February will be the first day back of the new half term and not an 
INSET day as previously advertised.  Staff will be spending the INSET days working on remote 
learning for next half term. Last week the Prime Minister announced that schools will not open 
more widely until 8th March at the earliest, subject to a review of the public health evidence, so 
we still have several weeks of remote learning. We are developing our own expertise all the time 
about how to make our online lessons better and the INSET time will enable us to share and 
apply best practice as well as set the new half term's work in Foldr.  
  
Year 11 Parents' Evening and Year 8 Options' Information Evening  
Year 8 options' information evening was scheduled to take place on 3rd March but will now take 
place on 23rd March. Year 11 parents' evening was due to make place on 23rd March but will 
now take place on 3rd March. In other words, we have switched these two events over. The 
reasons for this switch are: 
1) We will be sending out the latest achievement data to year 11 parents on 1st March and wish 
to have an opportunity to discuss this with students and parents at the earliest opportunity, along 
with subject specific plans for the last 4 months of year 11. We have not been able to undertake 
any summative assessments this year and are acutely aware that we have not provided data 
since year 10. The exams' regulator, OfQual will be publishing the results of their consultation on 
deciding grades for year 11 students on 22nd February so we hope that we will be able to give 
year 11 parents further information on 3rd March too. You might be interested in their latest blog 
on this subject : Consultation update and a proposal for externally-set papers 
2) We need longer to plan a virtual alternative to our options' information evening for our year 
8’s. By having this on the 23rd March, we are able to present the options' process which can then 
be followed up on the year 8 parents' evening a week later when parents and students can 
discuss choices with subject teachers.  
  
I am sorry that we have changed several of our calendared events recently and I do hope this 
does not cause you problems. We have done this because we are responding to a changing set 
of circumstances and have tried to give you as much advance notice as we can.  
  
Student Wellbeing  
As education remains online and lockdown continues, the impact on mental health is often in the 
news. If you or someone you know is struggling at the moment, please get in touch with our 
pastoral team Pastoral Enquiries – Wyvern College and visit our list of wellbeing resources 
Supporting Student Well-being – Wyvern College  for helpful information on a range of subjects. 
You are not alone and help is here. I will also forward to all families a wellbeing pack which 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-to-the-house-of-commons-on-coronavirus-27-january-2021
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/29/consultation-update-and-a-proposal-for-externally-set-papers/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55864573
https://www.wyverncollege.org.uk/contact/pastoral-enquiries/
https://www.wyverncollege.org.uk/supporting-student-well-being/


addresses the following questions really well: where can I find help for my child's wellbeing? 
How can I maintain my own wellbeing at this difficult time? What support is available for remote 
learning? This is produced by the NHS and is full of useful contacts and practical advice. The 
Department for Education has also published this guidance for parents on supporting children's 
mental health and wellbeing during Covid-19. 
  
Eastleigh College open events 
Eastleigh College is holding an online open event next week – Thursday11th February with a 
focus on apprenticeships for National Apprenticeship Week – 8-14 February 2021.You can: 
  

• View upcoming dates here. (Thursday 11th February, Thursday 18th March and 
Thursday 22nd April) 

• Book a place at an open event here. 
• Apply for a course via their website here. 

  
And Finally... 
This week saw the very sad death of Captain Sir Tom Moore who lifted our spirits during the first 
lockdown by walking laps of his garden to raise £33m for NHS charities. After walking the 100 th 
lap, he said: “For all those people who are finding it difficult at the moment: the sun will shine on 
you again and the clouds will go away.” In the middle of this lockdown, let us honour him by 
sharing with one another his message of hope: "Tomorrow will be a good day." 
  
Take care  
  
Mr Rule  
 
Headteacher 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.eastleigh.ac.uk/about/events/
https://www.eastleigh.ac.uk/about/open-day-booking-form/
https://www.eastleigh.ac.uk/application-forms/course-selector/

