
01 March 2012 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Student Covid testing starting from Wednesday 3rd March 
 
Following on from the Parents Update on Friday, I can confirm that we will offering all students a Lateral 
Flow Test to detect asymptomatic cases of Covid, from Wednesday 3rd March, this week, then a further 2 
tests in the following weeks when the students have returned to College. 
 
Arrival - The testing will be taking place in the Sports hall, students will be invited in tutor groups. It is 
essential that students attend at the times shown on the attached document, then to return directly 
home after the test. They should not meet up or socialise with any other students to or from Wyvern and 
to keep to the 2 metres distance guideline, from others. 
 
We request that students come onto campus, only via the back gate, close to the bike sheds. This 
entrance can be also be accessed by walking along the Cemetery path or from Redrup Way.  There will be 
no access through the campus to the Sports Hall, only via this route.  
 
There will be no facility for parents to park and wait for their child while they are having their test; if you 
do need to drive your child to Wyvern, there will only be the facility to drop off and collect, from the bus 
lane, no waiting available. We estimate that the students will be on site for approximately 20 mins. The 
bike shed will be open if students need to use it. 
 
Students will still need to wear a mask, when on site and waiting for their test. There will be no 
requirement for students to wear their uniform for the initial tests this week, but normal full uniform 
when they return on either the 8th or 9th of March. 
 
Results – Students will be given a letter, when they are tested, with their unique test bar code, which 
parents will be required to register with the NHS test result website, quoting their unique code. You will 
then receive a text and email confirming the test results. If a child tests positive, we will notify parents 
separately of this result, ahead of the NHS notification. 
 
If a student is not able to attend their designated time, please contact us at 
enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk, we will endeavour to allocate them an alternative time or day if 
necessary. If your child is poorly on the day of their test or showing symptoms of Covid, they should not 
attend the site for their test, but a test should be booked through NHS website. The Lateral Flow test is to 
detect asymptomatic cases, where no symptoms are showing. 
 
If you have any questions about the testing, please email, thank you for your patience and understanding 
during these current times. 
 
With best wishes and many thanks for your support with the testing,  
 
B. Rule 
Headteacher 
 

Answers to Anticipated Questions 
 

Does my child have to take the test? 
No. The tests are not compulsory. However, we hope the large majority of students will be tested. This will 
help to identify people who have Covid-19 before they develop symptoms and will help to reduce the number 
of people they spread it to, reducing the transmission rate. The more the transmission rate is reduced the 
quicker we will be able to get back to normal.  

mailto:enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk


 

What will happen if I have not given consent for my child to be tested? 
If you have not given consent for your child to take part in the testing arrangements, they will need to return 
to College as normal with their year group, on either Monday 8th, Yrs11 & 10 and Tuesday 9th for all other year 
groups. 
 
  

What does the test involve? 

The test is a Lateral Flow Test. Students are supported to administer the test on themselves: they use a swab 
on the back of their throat and in a nostril. The attached poster shows visually the steps and stages involved, 
from preparing for the test, to taking it to getting results.  If a student’s test is negative, they will have a 
second one done between 3 and 5 days after the first and then the last test, will be 3 to 5 days after the 
previous test.  
 

Who will be doing the testing? 

Members of the college staff team will be supervising the tests, supported by volunteers. These adults will be 
trained to support students in self-administering their tests.  
 

What if my child is over 16 and wants to have the test, but I have not provided consent? 

We will not administer the test on any student whose parents have not given their consent. 
 

How quickly will we know the results of the test? 

We will know the outcome of the test within 30 minutes and school will contact you if your child tests positive 
or has to isolate. We will not contact students and parents in the event of a negative test result.  

 
If my child tests positive what happens next? 
We will contact you to confirm that your child who will have to isolate with the rest of your household. You 
will need to book them in for a standard Covid test at a local test centre where a Polymerase Chain Reaction 
(PCR) test will be able to confirm the positive Lateral Flow test result. These PCR tests are processed in a 
laboratory.  

 
Does this mean the lateral flow tests are inaccurate? 

There is a low chance of false positive tests – that is why the secondary test is necessary. So, if your child tests 
positive on the Lateral Flow test at college and then tests negative on the PCR test, they will be able to come 
to college and won’t need to self-isolate. There is also a low chance that lateral flow tests don’t pick up 
positive cases because they aren’t as sensitive as lab-based tests.  

 

What if my child has been in contact with a pupil who tests positive? 
If your child has been in close contact with a child who tests positive, you will be notified and your child will need to 
self-isolate at home for 10 days.  

 

What if my child develops symptoms? 
This testing programme at [school/college] is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at 

any time (such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or 

taste) they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 (England, Wales and Northern Ireland) 

or 0300 303 2713 (Scotland) or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

When will my child be tested? 
An outline of the testing timetable is below, students will be tested once they return to college in their 
teaching groups, through out the day. 

 
 Date of  2nd test in College Date of 3rd test in College 

Yr11 AM  -  Yr10 PM Monday 8th March Thursday 11th March 

Yr9 AM -  Yr8 PM Tuesday 9th March Friday 12th March 

Yr7 AM Wednesday 10th March Monday 15th March 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 
If my child has already tested positive for Covid in the last few weeks, do they still need to 
undergo the tests? 
The advice we have been given is that your child does not need to do the testing within 90 days of their 
positive test. After 90 days they do need to then have a test. However, if you would like them to undergo the 
tests anyway, then we will support your decision.  

 
Does the testing system mean that the college will stop the other safety measures put in place 
to combat the spread of Covid? 
No. All the other safety precautions must remain in place and we need to work together as staff and parents to give 
students the message that if they get a negative test result, they still need to be vigilant and follow the other safety 
measures.  

 
When will my child receive his home testing kit? 
Once students have completed their 3rd test, they will be issued a Home Test kit, for the test to be completed 
at home, we are aiming to get these distributed via the tutor groups. The kit will come with either 3 or 7 tests, 
that can be self-administered with 3 to 5 days apart. 
 

 

 


