
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It has been a busy week and it has been delightful to welcome your children back to 
college. I hope that they are having an enjoyable, if tiring, first week back. It’s been 
wonderful to hear from so many staff and students about being back in college. I also 
wanted to acknowledge, though, that for some people there may have been 
challenges and worries too. I think it is important to say that, not to be downbeat but 
just to acknowledge there will have been a range of emotions this week, and that’s 
okay. Whatever you and your child are feeling at the end of this week, I hope you 
have a good weekend when it comes.  
 
The students have continued to impress us with the positive way they have 
approached the Covid testing. I am very pleased to report that there continue to be 
no positive cases at Wyvern. Students in years 8-10 have now had the three tests 
that need to be done at college. Year 7 will have their third one on Monday.  
As the college’s mass testing of students on-site comes to an end, it is important that 
students continue to be tested every week to protect themselves, their friends and 
their family. The government plan is that after their third school-based test, students 
should continue to be tested but at home. Your child will be sent home on Monday 
with a box of tests and these should be used twice a week by the students.  
Up to one in three people who have Covid have no symptoms and could be 
spreading it. By doing the home-tests, you and your child can  uncover hidden cases 
of the virus, break the chains of transmission and stop outbreaks before they get a 
chance to develop. 

What does my child need to do? 

You child should have two home tests to do each week.  

How can I help them? 

The government guidance says that if your child is 11 years old, you should do the 
test for them. If they are 12-16, they can do it themselves but might need you to help 
them. It would really helpful if you could talk to your child about the reasons why 
ongoing testing is important and will help us keep the college open by avoiding an 
outbreak of Covid here.  

When should the tests be done? 

Ideally, the test should be done in the morning, because if your child tests positive, 
then they can avoid coming into college. However, the first time they do the test, they 
might need to do it with more time to spare and an evening could therefore be more 
appropriate. The tests need to be done 3-4 days apart. The results from the tests 
take 30 minutes to be ready.  

Given the timing of the testing that students have undertaken in college, students in 
years 10-11 will need to do their first home test on Monday or Tuesday next week; 
students in years 8-9 on Tuesday-Wednesday next week and year 7 students on 
Friday or Saturday.  

How do the tests work? 



I attach a summary poster of how the tests work. Unhelpfully, the box of tests come 
with an out of date instructions booklet. However, your child will be given an updated 
booklet on Monday when they bring their tests home. The students will be shown this 
video on Monday, explaining how to do the tests. . 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9XR8RZxKNo&list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH
5uxAD9UrSzGJ 

What happens if my child gets a positive test result? 

All positive results from rapid tests undertaken at home do need to be confirmed with 
a standard PCR test. This is because these tests are not conducted in a controlled 
environment and will not have trained staff on hand. Following positive LFD test at 
home, a confirmatory PCR test should be booked online or by calling 119. Whilst 
awaiting the PCR result, the pupil or student and their close contacts should self-
isolate. If the PCR test is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test (at home only) 
and a child can return to school. Please notify us that your child has tested positive 
and keep them at home for 10 days unless a PCR test comes back negative.  

Does a negative test result mean my child doesn’t have to follow the other 

Covid restrictions?  

No. A negative test result does not remove the risk of transmission. In some cases, 
someone who has tested negative may still have the undetected disease in its 
earlies of stages and be infectious. It is therefore essential that everyone continues 
to follow good hygiene and observe social distancing measures regardless of 
whether they have been tested. 

If my child has Covid symptoms, should I use the home test to find out if they 
have Covid? 

This testing programme does not replace the current testing programme for those 
with symptoms. Anyone who is showing symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) will 
be required to self-isolate until the result from the standard PCR test form a test 
centre is known. The home testing kits are designed to pick up a-symptomatic cases.  

I have tried to summarise here the answers to the most likely questions, however the 
information booklet your child will bring home on Monday will provide further 
explanation and clarification.  

Who do I inform about the test results? 

You are required to report online the results of every test that is taken, to NHS Test 
and Trace, www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result, using the ID number from the test 
strip. You are also required to notify ourselves, Wyvern, with every test result, 
covidtestresults@wyvern.hants.sch.uk including your childs full name, tutor group, 
the date of the test and the result of the test. 

Will my child receive further tests kits? 

Yes, we will continue to issue further test kits to all students, when they are required. 
At present we are only being delivered enough kits for students for 6 tests at a time, 
therefore for 3 weeks’ worth of testing. 

With best wishes  
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