
             

 

 

 

 

Student questions 
 

The College Day 
What times does school start? 
College starts at 8.30am each day. A warning bell sounds at 8.25am to instruct students to move to 
their tutor bases.  Students should ensure they arrive on the college site by 8.25am at the latest. 
 
Where is the first place to go in the morning? 
Students go directly to their tutor bases every morning except on their year group assembly day 
when they go direct to the main hall. Assemblies for Year 7 take place on a Monday morning but 
during September these will be held via video and students will remain in tutor bases for this. 
 
How many lessons do we have in a day? 
There are 5 lessons of 60 minutes each day. 
 
How much time do we get between lessons? 
If a lesson follows another lesson e.g. lesson 1 and lesson 2, students should go directly from the first 
lesson to the next following the one-way system in college.  
 
Are there after school clubs? 
We hope to resume our Clubs progamme in September 2021.  
 
There are a vast number of clubs to attend after college such as science club, drama club, sports and 
music clubs. Information on each term’s clubs will be displayed in tutor bases each term and more 
information will be given to students via the daily bulletin which is read by tutors each morning. 
 

Tutor Groups 
What exactly are tutor groups? 
A tutor group is a pastoral based class that students start each day with from 8.30-8.55am. Tutors 
are the main point of contact for all home school communication and students remain in that class 
with the tutor for all 5 years at Wyvern.  
 
Each tutor group is assigned to one of our four houses at Wyvern: Lisle, Wykeham, Nightingale and 
Austen. Tutor groups are given a name e.g. 7N1 which denotes the year, house and class number. 
 
When do we find out who are tutors are and who is in our class? 
Students should have received their tutor information in early July via our information pack and will 
meet their fellow tutees on the first day of term in September. 
 
Do we have assemblies and if so, what are they about? 
Assemblies take place each week on a Monday morning for Year 7 in the main hall, however these 
may take place online in September due to Covid19.  Each assembly has a theme and could be linked 
to a college initiative, recent news event or pastoral theme.  We also use assemblies as an 
opportunity to celebrate successes and achievements. 



 

Lessons 
Are there different subjects to primary school? 
At Wyvern, students will continue to study lessons taught in primary school but will do so with 
specialist teachers in subject specific spaces. Each fortnight students will have set lessons on their 
timetable for each subject. 
 
Will I get a map to find out where my lessons are? 
There is a map in the logbook to help students find their way around college and there will be a tour 
on the first day too. There is also a video tour of the college campus on our college website. 
 
Are there different lessons in different buildings? 
Each subject has its own area in college with specialist classrooms. Science and Art are in separate 
buildings, while all other subjects are in the main college building. 
 
How many people are in a class? 
Each class has around 30 students. 
 
Do I need to bring my own stationery? 
Students are required to bring their own pencil case everyday which should be put on their desk at 
the start of each lesson with their logbook. This will be particularly important due to Covid19 as staff 
will be limiting the lending of stationery to avoid the spread of any germs.  
 
What should be in my pencil case? 
A pencil case should contain a black pen, a spare pen, a green pen, pencils, pencil sharpener, ruler 
and rubber. Some subjects such as maths may require a scientific calculator and compass. Students 
are responsible for ensuring that pencils/pencils are replaced so that they are ready to learn 
throughout the year.  
 
Due to Covid19 it would be advisable that students also had their own small pack of colouring 
pencils and a glue stick to avoid borrowing from college. 
 
Will I be with my tutor group for lessons? 
Students are not taught in their tutor groups, although some students from a tutor group maybe in 
their subject classes. 
 
What happens if my best friend is in a different class? 
Students will still be able to see friends at breaktimes even if they are not with them in their subject 
classes.   
 
What will the topics be in each subject? 
The Wyvern College website has full curriculum maps for all subjects which we would encourage you 
to look at if you would like to know more about individual subjects prior to September.  
 
What ICT facilities are there? 
The college has four specialist ICT classes and a suite of computers in the college library. In addition, 
several departments have their own bank of netbooks (mini laptops) or Ipad’s.  
 
 
 



Will the Headteacher teach us? 
Mr Rule teaches and you may well have him as your class teacher during your time at Wyvern. 
 
Will we be able to choose what foreign language we study? 
Year 7 will be learning a foreign language, and can go on to study this at GCSE. 
 
Will we play contact sports in Year 7? 
Due to the current situation, we will need to confirm this at a later date.  
 
What sports do we play in PE? 
Wyvern offers a wide range of sports in PE including football, netball, basketball and athletics. A full 
round up of all sports offered can be found on the PE curriculum maps on the Wyvern College 
website.  https://pmetcalfe.wixsite.com/map-spring-term/pe 
 
What happens if I forget my PE kit? 
If a student forgets their PE kit, they will receive a note in their logbook and be loaned PE kit from 
the PE department if it is a first offence. A subsequent offence will incur a C2 sanction which is a 
breaktime detention with their class teacher.  
 

Breaktimes  
Is there a year 7 area? 
The area at the entrance to college known as ‘the quad’ is the designated Year 7 area.  
 
Are there different breaktimes for different year groups? 
Usually all students share the same break times with break 1 being from 10.55am -11.25 am and 
break 2 from 1.25pm-1.55pm. Due to Covid19 from September we may continue to stagger 
breaktimes for year groups and further details will be issued on this on our return to college in 
September 2021.  
 
Will we be allowed snacks at breaktime? 
Students can eat their own packed lunches/snacks at either break 1 or break 2. They can bring food 
from home or purchase items from the college outlets.  
 
What food is there and where can I get it? 
The college canteen offers a range of sandwiches, salads and hot meals and snacks at both break 1 
and 2. Students will be able to access this from the canteen outlet outside the main hall. 
 
What is your fingerprint scanner and how will it be affected by Covid 19? 
Our fingerprint scanner is a cashless catering system which parents can top up accounts online and 
students can ‘pay’ for items by scanning their finger at the tills to release funds.  
 
All students will have their fingerprint scanned to set up their account in the first few days in 
September and extra sanitisation and cleaning protocols have been put in place to ensure this 
system complies with our Covid19 college risk assessments. 
 
Are there separate Year 7 toilets? 
Usually students can use any student toilet on the Wyvern campus, due to Covid19 from September 
Year 7 will have designated toilets located downstairs in the main block near to the staff room and 
Student Services. 
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Rewards and Sanctions 
How does the behaviour system work? 
At Wyvern we follow the four point PRIDE plan for behaviour. This has four steps of intervention for 
behaviour. Students will be introduced to this on their first day in September, full details can be 
found in the welcome pack and on our college website. 
 
What rewards are there for good behaviour? 
Students are awarded praise points for good work, known as a P1. For exceptional good work praise 
postcards, known as a P2 are awarded and sent home. Tutors and teachers will also make praise 
phone calls home as appropriate.  As students reach set numbers of praise points, an email is sent to 
home and to the student to congratulate them on their achievements at college. 
 
What rules are there around phones? 
Phones should be off and out of sight from the moment a student arrives on campus until 2.55pm.  
 
Any phone seen during the school day will be confiscated and held at the college reception until 
2.55pm when they can be collected from a member of the Senior Leadership Team. Repeated 
infringement of the college phone policy will incur a sanction. 

 
Uniform 
What uniform do I need? 
A full list of our college uniform has been provided in our induction pack and will be available on the 
College website shortly. 
 
What type of bag should I get? 
Students are required to carry their books for their lessons each day along with their pencil case and 
logbook, as such it is advisable that students have a rucksack in which to carry all items.   Students 
are given A4 exercise books to use at college, so their bag must be large enough to comfortably carry 
these books. 
 
What happens if I can’t do up my tie? 
Students can choose from a formal tie and clip on tie. There are lots of tutorials on YouTube if 
students are unable to tie a tie independently. We recommend practicing this prior to September.  
 
What are the rules around haircuts? 
Hair should be modest in style and colour. Long hair must be tied back for all practical subjects. Two 
tone hair, extensions or grade 1 or 2 cuts are not permitted. Please factor this in when having any 
summer hair styles to ensure you meet our college rules when joining college in September.  
 

Homework 
How much homework will I get? 
Homework varies from week to week. Students should expect to get one piece of homework for 
core subjects (English, Maths, Science, MFL) each week and once a fortnight for other subjects.  
Some departments such as humanities operate a project homework system where students 
complete a larger project homework once a term.  
 
Subject teachers will give more details on this in September. 
 
 



How do we record our homework? 
It is the student’s responsibility to record homework fully in their logbook including both the task 
and the due date. 
 
What happens if I can’t complete my homework at home? 
We run various homework clubs here at Wyvern, and we will issue more details on this as the year 
progresses and we hopefully come out of lockdown. 
 
What happens if I forget my homework? 
A note will be written in the student logbook detailing the amended time the student should hand in 
their homework, failure to meet the amended deadline will incur a detention. Any subsequent 
failure to meet a homework deadline in the same half term will incur a detention. 
 
 

The first day 
When will we start? 
We will confirm this in due course. Students will need to make their way to the main quad and staff 
will be outside to guide them to the correct location.  
 
Will it just be year 7 on the first day? 
Year 7 usually spend the first day on campus on their own, again, this will be confirmed in due 
course. 
 
Will we have proper lessons? 
Students will spend time each day in tutor bases getting to know their tutor and tutor group before 
starting their new college timetable. 
 
What happens if I get lost? 
In the first weeks there will be lots of staff on duty at lesson change overs to help students find their 
way around the college site. 

 
General questions 
Where is lost property? 
Lost property is held centrally at college, you should ask our Welfare Officer for details. Please 
ensure all items are fully named to ensure a swift return. 
 
What happens if I am ill? 
If a student is unwell their absence will need to be reported to college by 8.15 am on the day they 
will be absent from college.  This can be done by phoning the dedicated phone line or by emailing 
welfare@wyvern.hants.sch.uk  
 
If a student becomes unwell during the school day they should report to the welfare office. 
 
Are there lockers, if so how do I get one? 
There are a limited number of lockers in college, details of how to obtain a locker will be sent out in 
the induction pack, when all lockers have been allocated students will be placed onto a waiting list 
until a locker becomes available. 
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What happens if I lose my locker key? 
Students should report any lost keys to the site team office where a replacement key can be 
obtained at an additional cost. 
 
What happens if I am late? 
If a student is late to college but arrives before the end of tutor (8.55 am) then they should report 
directly to their tutor base where the register will be amended.  
 
If a student is late to college and arrives after 8.55 am, they should report their arrival and reason for 
lateness at Student Services. 
 
Where can I put my bike? 
Students cycling to college can store bikes in the college bike racks but must have obtained a cycling 
permit and have their College Cycle agreement (in their logbook) signed.  Students must wear a cycle 
helmet. 
 
I have music lessons at my current school can I continue them? 
Wyvern offers a wide range of music lessons, details of which will be released in September. 
 
What overseas trips are there? 
We are unable to confirm any trips at this present time, but will let you know in due course. 
 
Do you take sibling photos? 
All students will have their photograph taken in September however we are unable to offer sibling 
photographs. 
 
Do we get to use the gym? 
Students can use the Activate gym at allocated ‘teen gym’ times but only from Year 9 and above. 
 
Will it be scary, and will I make friends? 
It is perfectly normal to feel nervous or a little apprehensive about joining a new school, there will be 
lots of ice breaker activities to get to know new classmates. The best way to get to know more 
students is to get involved in all the activities and clubs that Wyvern offers.   
 
Please note all guidance is correct as of 9.3.21 but is subject to change as further Government 
advice is issued on Covid19.  
 
If you have any further questions please email enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk  
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