
 

 

30th March 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers  

I am delighted with the way in which our fantastic Year 11 students have approached the trial 

examinations, which thankfully have taken place without interruption over the last couple of weeks.  

As set out in our letter on 3rd March 2021 trial examinations were an important assessment of where 

students are now, and also provides us an opportunity to feedback on the areas to focus on in the 

next couple of months. 

We hope that this comprehensive communication will set out a framework for the period of time 

from April 2021 – June 2021 and help clarify arrangements we aim to put in place. 

Our primary focus is to ensure that all our students are able to achieve grades which are a fair 

reflection of their abilities, following the guidance which all schools and colleges must comply with. 

As always, we are keen to approach this in an open and transparent manner. 

Within this letter we aim to set out: 

• Feedback from trial examinations / data sheets 

• Expectations of students for Easter break 2021 

• How will grades be awarded this summer? 

• Final / ‘mini’ assessments 

• Provisional timeline for final / mini assessments May / June 2021 

• Leavers arrangements / student celebration event  

Trial examination feedback: 

We are encouraging Year 11 teachers to give feedback to students on their performance in trial 

examinations to ensure there is as much time as possible to act upon the advice and guidance given. 

In most courses this will be before Easter. 

In some subjects there are greater demands on moderation and standardisation and for this reason 

it may take more time e.g. English. 

We will try to ensure that students across different classes in each course receive their feedback at a 

similar time so that it is equitable for all. 



 

Students will see a raw score on their paper (e.g. 46/80) and will be able to act upon feedback. A 

grade will not be issued as grade boundaries will not be applicable for many reasons. 

Students will not be allowed to take their papers home as they will be retained as evidence by the 

college for quality assurance purposes. 

When marked and moderated, teachers will be asked to submit a revised Projected Final Grade 

(PFG) range. This will be published to parents in mid May 2021.  

It is important to factor in that this will be the teachers PFG range as at March 2021 and the delay 

in collecting and processing this data will not have taken into account any progress made in the 

intervening weeks. It is NOT a final grade.   

 Expectations of students for Easter break 2021: 

We appreciate that many students will want to spend time revising and preparing for the 

assessments which will take place in the next half term. 

It is important that this is balanced and sensible in terms of time, and that students do not put too 

much pressure on themselves. 

In order to assist, a structured revision programme has been provided and modelled for students 

and we will also make this available on our website.  

Each course has been asked to provide appropriate, independent revision activities for students to 

undertake which are manageable.  

How will grades be awarded this summer? 

Grades will be based on a process involving teacher assessment against national standards, internal 
quality assurance, and external quality assurance by the exam boards. 

The national process defined by the Department for Education and the exam regulator, OFQUAL, is as 
follows: 

1. Teachers will assess pupils against a national standard, which will be defined by the exam 
boards before the Easter break. 

2. Departments will submit grades which will be quality assured by the school / college. This 
internal quality assurance process will have to be signed off by the exam board to ensure it is 
rigorous and in line with national standards. 

3. Our school results will be quality assured externally by the exam boards, which may include 
random sampling of our school’s evidence. 

4. If the exam boards are confident in our submitted results, then the exam boards will award 
pupils their final grades. 



 

5. Students have the right to appeal if they believe we have made an error (e.g. used incorrect 
assessment marks) or if they believe we have not followed the process we said we would in 
generating the grades.   

It is important to recognise that teachers are not making personal decisions about students’ grades. 

They are working with their departmental colleagues in applying the centre assessment policy which 

in turn has been defined by clear guidance from the government, Ofqual, JCQ and the exam boards. 

This guidance makes very clear that students or parents who pressurise teachers to award a 

particular grade are committing exam malpractice.  

The following graphic provided by OFQUAL is a useful summary: 

Infographic_-_how_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_will_be_awarded_in_summer_2021.pdf 

(publishing.service.gov.uk)

 

Final / ‘mini’ assessments 

 

At this stage schools have not been provided with the question banks from exam boards and 

therefore we cannot finalise whether each subject would like to utilise materials provided or 

materials previously published. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964613/Infographic_-_how_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_will_be_awarded_in_summer_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964613/Infographic_-_how_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_will_be_awarded_in_summer_2021.pdf


 

As a result, we can only give an indication at this stage of what our final assessment schedule will 

look like. 

To ensure consistency and fairness for students across classes we plan for the majority of 

assessments to take place in the sports hall or alternative exam venues. This ensures that the 

integrity of papers is not compromised and also ensures all students are subject to the same 

environment and controlled conditions. In addition, we will ensure any access arrangements that 

exam students are entitled to will be in place.  

These venues are quieter than regular classrooms with well-spaced desks and can be suitably 

supervised by invigilators. 

**These assessments will not solely dictate the final grade awarded** 

**Scores achieved in these assessments will not be shared with students/parents** 

Following the marking and moderation of these assessments’ colleagues will typically consider the 

following before arriving at a final teacher assessed grade: 

• Final summative / mini assessments performance  

• Trial exam performance 

• Performance from in-class assessments 

• Practical and performance work (Non-Examined Assessments (NEA) / coursework) 

• Previous summative assessments completed during the course 

• Class work over the duration of the course 

• Home learning 

In due course we plan to provide a single document which sets out the evidence used for each 

course. No one piece of evidence is used to determine a grade.  

Provisional timeline for final / mini assessments May / June 2021 

Until we receive materials from the exam boards we are not in a position to finalise our timetable. 

Following the Easter break we plan to have 2 weeks of lessons where students have a protected 

fortnight of preparation for the final assessments in the weeks that follow. This will include a series 

of after college Period 6 sessions in selected practical and performance-based subjects. 

Following this we will move into a 4-week period of in-class mini assessments and more formal 

assessments taking place in our exam venues. 

Prior to the start of final assessments students will move to an exam timetable, with study leave, 

whereby they will only attend college for scheduled assessments and the normal timetable will be 

suspended.  



 

**This date has yet to be confirmed** 

Following the end of the final / mini assessments staff will spend time marking, moderating and 

standardising students work. Final grades will then be submitted internally for moderation and 

subsequent submission to exam boards by the 18th June 2021. 

In the week beginning 24th May, and possibly the week beginning 7th June, students in some courses 

will be required to undertake moderation and assessment in non-examined elements of their 

courses. For example, Modern Foreign Languages speaking endorsements, PE practical moderation, 

Food & Nutrition practical. 

After half term we would like students to experience some pre-learning tasks for a range of post 16 

courses and will be working in partnership with the colleges to see what is possible. These would be 

optional and would be completed independently. 

We also plan to signpost to tasks such as CV writing, online courses and other enrichment activities 

which students might like to do in the time they have available to them. 

Finally, we have added in some ‘back-up sessions’ after the half term break in case we have students 

who are isolating and unable to attend any scheduled assessments. 

Draft timeline post Easter: 

Week  M T W T F 
Wb. 19th April    

 
  

Wb. 26th April   Biology mini 
assess.in lessons 

 Biology mini 
assess.in lessons 

Wb. 3rd May  Bank Holiday    
 

  

Wb. 10th May    Sports Hall 
exams start 

 

Wb. 17th May    
 

  

Wb. 24th May  Sports Hall 
exams end 

   

 
May / June Half Term 

 

Wb. 7th June Back-up 
sessions 

Back-up 
sessions 

 

Back-up 
sessions 

 

Back-up 
sessions 

 

Back-up 
sessions 

 

Wb. 14th June  
 

   Grades 
submitted 

Wb. 21st June  
 

    

 

 

 



 

Leavers arrangements / student celebration event  

We are very keen to organise some sort of student celebration for the ‘Class of 2021’. Arguably they 

deserve it more than any other year group after the experience they have had over the last 12 

months or so! 

We are currently investigating possible options and as soon as we have some concrete plans and a 

date we will share them. We need to work with you on managing students’ expectations here 

because clearly, we are not going to be able to have a prom which is what we traditionally have, due 

to Covid. 

We appreciate that a number of you might like to take advantage of the fact Y11 students 

traditionally finish college before the end of our academic year in July.  

Officially the leavers day for students is Thursday 24th June, although it may be that we can bring this 

forward. 

If this does happen we will ensure we inform you. 

GCSE Results Day: 

Results Day will be 12th August 2021 and we plan for students to come on site to collect their results. 

If you have any questions or queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch via 

enquiries@wyvern.hants.sch.uk 

Best wishes 

Senior Leadership Team 

Wyvern College 
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