
 

 

29th April 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Firstly, I hope you managed to enjoy a relaxing Easter break and I am delighted with the way in 

which our Year 11 students have returned to college; they remain hard working and keen to do well. 

This letter is to update you on matters relating to Year 11 students in their remaining time at college 

this term. There is a lot of information to share with you so I have used headings to organise it in a 

way that makes it easy for you to find and locate it. Rather than sending a large number of 

attachments with this letter, we have created an area on the college website where you can find the 

documents we refer to.  

Class of 2021 – Wyvern College 

We have completed the schedule for final assessments and this is available on the college website. 

Assessments are a mix of in-class assessments, practical assessments and assessments taking place 

in the Sports Hall / Library.  

In-class assessments commenced from Monday 26th April, with students having been given notice 

and been prepared in preceding lessons. 

Assessments in the Sports Hall / Library will begin on Thursday 13th May until Tuesday 25th May. 

In order to facilitate these assessments, students’ timetables will be collapsed from this day and 

students will only be required to attend college for assessments in the subjects they study, 

benefitting from study leave at home in between these assessments.  

Each student will receive a personal assessment timetable which will detail the assessment paper, 

assessment venue and seat number, via e-mail, by Wednesday 5th May. As I am sure you will 

appreciate we may have further Covid cases (or another significant issue) and therefore we have 

assigned the week beginning Monday 7th June as a ‘back-up’ week. 

If assessments proceed uninterrupted we do not anticipate students being required to attend 

college following half term, once they have completed the final assessments. We can therefore 

confirm that students’ final day at college will be the date of their final assessment as set out on the 

timetable provided. 

 

 

https://www.wyverncollege.org.uk/class-of-2021/


 

Wyvern College Centre Policy 

 

The government requires all schools to produce a policy which sets out its approach to the 

assessment and internal quality assurance of year 11 students’ grades.  As a college we must submit 

this by Friday 30th April and this will be available for you to view on the college website following its 

approval from JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications). It will explain in detail the different systems and 

procedures we have in place to ensure that grades are accurate and fair.  

 
Evidence used by the college to determine teacher assessed grades    

 

The government also requires schools to produce an Assessment Record for each subject. This sets 

out the sources of evidence being used by teachers to assess students in that subject, as well as the 

rationale for the choice of this evidence, the level of control for assessments considered and any 

other evidence that explains the determination of the final teacher assessed grades. In all courses 

from next week, students will receive a brief presentation from each of their class teachers, sharing 

the Assessment Record for their subject and explaining clearly the evidence they are using to 

determine grades. These will be available to view on the College website from next week. 

 
Student declarations and mitigating circumstances 

 

We will be asking students to sign a declaration prior to the final assessments and this will be done 

in tutor time in the week beginning 10th May. The student declaration form is available on the 

college website. This will ask them to confirm that they understand the evidence that is being used 

to assess their grades and that the work they have submitted is their own work. It is also the 

opportunity for students to tell us that mitigating circumstances should be taken into account either 

for assessed work already submitted or for the assessments yet to take place. Students or parents 

can use the mitigating circumstances form that is available on the website or they can initially speak 

to their class teacher in the first instance if preferred. Please note the deadline for submitting a 

mitigating circumstances application is Friday 28th May. 

 
The usual process of centres submitting special consideration applications to awarding organisations 

for qualifications will not apply this summer. As the range of evidence is flexible and can be tailored 

to an individual student according to coverage of the specification, schools have been advised to 

select work completed by a student where they were unaffected by adverse circumstances. Where 

this is not possible and a temporary illness, a temporary injury or some other event outside of the 

student’s control may have affected their performance in assessments which will be used to 

determine a grade, teachers should take this into account and document how they have done so.  

 

Mitigating circumstances only apply to an unexpected or a sudden event that may have had an 

adverse effect on a particular assessment. We must be satisfied that the issue or event has had, or is 



 

reasonably likely to have had, a material effect on a student’s ability to demonstrate his or her 

normal level of attainment in an assessment.  

 

If you believe your child has been individually affected by particular circumstances that have had a 

significantly negative impact on their performance in any assessment that will contribute towards 

their final grade, you must complete and return the mitigating circumstances form on our website 

and return to examsoffice@wyvern.hants.sch.uk   

 
Appeals Process 

 

There is currently a national consultation taking place on the process that should be used if students 

wish to appeal their grades (this consultation closes on 5th May 2021) and when this has been 

completed we will be able to confirm what the arrangements for appeals will be.  

 

Feedback on trial (‘mock’) examinations completed in March 2021 

 

Teachers have given individual and class feedback to students in class about their trial exam papers. 

As we set out in our previous communication we are not in a position to share a final projected 

grade as we normally would following internal assessments. We will be issuing a data sheet with a 

‘provisional grade range’ this week, along with a PRIDe score, which takes account of recent 

assessments and trials, as well as previous assessments. This is not a ‘final’ grade range as the 

students will still be able to influence their grades with the assessments that are planned for May.   

 
Leavers arrangements / celebration event 
 
I am delighted to be able to let you know that planning is underway for the end of year 11 

celebration. As we have said in previous communications, this cannot be in the form of the 

traditional prom with formal dress and elaborate arrivals. I know some students are disappointed 

with this, however it would have been irresponsible to make plans without secure knowledge of the 

covid guidelines so far in advance. 

We have decided to hold our Summer celebration on Thursday 24th June (the original date of the 

prom event). The celebration will start at 2.30pm in tutor bases with a Leavers’ Assembly. At 

3.30pm, students will make their way to the J-Track for a party with live music, summer food and a 

chance for them to take photos and say farewell to their teachers. Students will also collect their 

leavers’ hoodies and yearbooks. This event will run until 5.30pm. We still need to finalise the cost of 

tickets; however, I recognise the need to keep ticket prices to a minimum to enable this to be a fully 

inclusive event. I look forward to sharing more details of the event in the coming weeks. 

I appreciate there is alot of information here, linked to other documents. Please do get in touch with 

us if you have any questions, queries or concerns.  

mailto:examsoffice@wyvern.hants.sch.uk


 

With best wishes,  

 

Mr B Rule 

Headteacher   

 

Mr S Stocks 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

Mrs K Burrows 

Pastoral Leader Year11 

 

 

Mrs S Hogan 

Exams Officer 

 

 


