
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Over the next few weeks, year 8 students are going to be supported to make their option choices for Key 

Stage 4 and we want to include you in this process.  This letter summarises what the process is, which 

events will take place and how you can get involved.  

Options Evening Fair Tuesday 15th March 

As we have advertised in the Week@Wyvern newsletter, our annual Options’ Evening is on 15th March. 

We have been waiting to see whether the Covid situation allowed us to hold this event in person at the 

college. We believe, that with some changes to our usual format, it is possible to do so and we are keen 

to do this because we are mindful that many of you have not actually set foot in the college yet because 

of the pandemic. You and your child are therefore invited to come along to talk to teachers about the 

courses on offer.  

In order to keep things as safe as possible, we will not have the usual presentation in the hall, which 

would bring large crowds of people together in a poorly ventilated space for a lengthy period. Instead, we 

will send you the key information that would normally be presented in the hall, in advance of the 

evening.  

On the evening itself, you will be able to visit the different subject areas and talk about the available 

courses to the teachers who deliver them. We will spread these rooms out across the site and we will 

also stagger the arrival times for different tutor groups so that we minimise large crowds, please arrive at 

your allocated time and come to the Quad outside reception.  

6pm: 8A1 & 8A2 

6:05pm: 8A3 & 8L1 

6:10pm: 8L2 & 8N1 

6:15pm: 8N2 & 8N3 

6:20pm 8W1 & 8W2 

Online Options Information  

We will ensure that when we send out this information about how students can choose their options, we 

also put this on our website and that at the same time, we ensure that there is up to date information 

online too, which explains how students can choose their options, what the different courses involve and 

what the overall curriculum for Key Stage 4 looks like. We know that Some of you will prefer not to come 

to Options’ Evening so we will ensure you have access to the information online. Because of changes to 

government curriculum policy on what students should be studying at Key Stage 4  English Baccalaureate 

(EBacc) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk), and because we are introducing some new subjects for the first time, 

there are significant changes to the curriculum for years 9-11, compared to the curriculum studied by 

previous year groups.  

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  

Year 8 Parents’ Evening is scheduled to be on Thursday 31st March. This will be online and you will be 

sent further details of this nearer the time. Here, you will be able to discuss with your child’s current 

teachers how well they are doing currently and what grades they should be aiming for in year 11 if they 

choose to opt for each subject. It is another opportunity for you to find out about the courses and what 

the involve.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-baccalaureate-ebacc/english-baccalaureate-ebacc
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-baccalaureate-ebacc/english-baccalaureate-ebacc


There are two weeks between the options’ evening and parents’ evening and in this time, students can 

be talking to their teachers in college about the courses and choices too. Some time will be set aside for 

them in tutor time and in RPS to receive specific information and guidance.  

Because the parents’ evening ends two weeks of thinking about the options, we are asking for all 

students to have told us their option choices by Monday 4th April at 9am This date is not the end of the 

decision-making process, but prepares for the next stage of the process… 

Options’ Interviews  

All students will have an individual Options’ Interview with a member of staff where they will discuss 

what they have chosen and why. Here, we are checking that students have made informed choices, 

based on an accurate understanding of the courses. This is a chance for students to discuss any concerns 

or ask any questions they might have about what their curriculum will be like in years 9-11. It might be 

that the student wishes to make changes to their option choices as a result of their interview.  

Decisions around Science  

In the summer term, we will make decisions about which Science pathway students will follow in years 9-

11. There are two: most students will study Combined Science GCSEs (made up on units of Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics and worth two GCSEs). Some students will follow the Triple Science pathway 

(made up of three separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics). Students following the Combined 

Science pathway will be able to spend some curriculum time on enrichment activities (we call these 

electives) and they will choose what they would like these to be in the summer term. 

A Three-year Key Stage 4 

In the last three years, the large majority of schools have gone back to a three-year Key Stage 3, with all 

students continuing to study all subjects until the end of year 9 and then having the 5 terms of year 10 

and 11 to do their GCSE courses. We have decided not to do this and because we are now highly unusual 

in doing GCSE and vocational courses over three years, I think it is appropriate to give you an explanation 

of our decision making here.  

To fit the teaching of the exam courses into 2 years, we would need to reduce the number of options that 

students choose, which we believe narrows their options for post-16 learning and prevents them from 

doing more of the things they would like. By having more options to choose, we can offer a wider range 

of options: courses stand a greater chance of attracting sufficient numbers to run if students have more 

choices to make.  

Within each subject, teachers have time over three years, to go beyond the exam course and enrich the 

subject by teaching other interesting and important things that are not on the exam syllabus but which 

helps give students the background, context and up to date, real life examples/applications of what is on 

the exam syllabus. Furthermore, because there is more time to teach students their courses, the teaching 

is not rushed and the learning not crammed. 

I hope this letter provides you with a clear understanding of the options’ process. We will be in touch 

again in the next week, with further information about the options’ evening and the online options’ 

information.  

With best wishes  

 

Mr Rule  


