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Wyvern College 

Library 

The Hampshire Book Award (HBA) is an annual award for the best 

paperback fiction title published in the previous year for the 11-14 age 

group. It runs from the spring into the summer term. 

The judges of the award are Year 8 students from participating school. 

The final voting day is in July.  

At Wyvern we have 12 students reading the HBA shortlist.  

The books on the short list are all well worth reading. 

Don’t Doubt the Rainbow: The Five Clues, book 1 by Anthony Kessel 

This first book in the series is a murder-mystery thriller and family 

drama. It combines an exciting race against time with a heart-rending 

story about a teenager learning to live with the loss of a beloved 

parent.  

Edie loves solving puzzles and she has a puzzle to solve when she 

finds a note addressed to her from her investigative reporter mother a 

year after her mother died in a car crash. A series of clues will lead 

Edie to the truth of how her mother died and why.  

In this novel by Jewell Parker Rhodes, Black Brother, Black Brother is 

the constant taunt towards Donte from Alan, the school bully. Donte 

has a black mother and white father. Donte presents as black, his 

brother Trey, presents as white. They have moved from New York to a 

prestigious school in Boston, USA, where Donte’s treatment and 

expectations are very different to that of his brother’s. 

How can Donte fight the system and the bullies without getting into 

more trouble? 

This is a book which will shock you unless you already know of the 

treatment of children in some American schools.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n the City lurks a dark army, intent on hunting Giften to harness 

their power, destroying all who stand in their way. With the threat 

growing ever stronger, Ruthie and her friends must leave behind 

all they have ever known and embark on a quest that will pitch 

them towards the City, and unknowable danger. One way or 

another, a battle is coming.  

Cardboard Cowboys by Brian Conaghan 

Lenny is a lonely boy who is bullied and picked on at school. It’s not 

much better at home where he is always being compared to his 

missing older brother. No one can see past Lenny’s body which is 

overweight, to really see him. Until, he meets Bruce who is living in a 

cardboard box, with hardly any possessions. An unlikely friendship 

develops and they go on an epic road trip to discover the truth about 

Lenny’s missing brother. 

It is an uplifting book with warmth and humour.  

Ground Zero by Alan Gratz 

A duel narrative between 9-year-old Brando, on September 11 2001 in 

New York City, as he goes to work with his father on the 107th floor of 

the World Trade Centre. Then a plane slams into the side of the 

building. Can Brandon escape the inferno?  

And 11-year-old Reshmina, September 11 2019 in Afghanistan. A 

battle has come to her village and she finds an injured American 

soldier. Should she help him and put her whole family in danger? 

This is an exciting and thought-provoking dramatization of a real 

event. 

Tsunami Girl by Julian Sedgwick is a powerful coming-of-age story of 

15 year old Yuki Hara Jones who gets caught up in the March 2011 

Great Eastern Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. It’s about a young 

person trying to work out who they are, and where they fit – and trying 

to do this whilst surviving the trauma of a triple disaster o colossal 

scale, told through both prose and manga. 

 

Giften by Leyla Suzan is a fantastic new dystopian thriller. Ruthie takes 

on an oppressive system set in a post-apocalyptic world with used up 

natural resources. It is an exciting and thought provoking read.  

Ever since The Darkening, survival has been a struggle. The people of 

the Field toil on parched earth, trying to forge a life amid dwindling 

resources. 

As one of the Giften, Ruthie is a saviour to her isolated community: her 

hands hold the rare ability to raise food from dead soil. But, she is also 

its greatest danger. 

In the City lurks a dark army, intent on hunting Giften to harness their 

power, destroying all who stand in their way. Which the threat growing 

ever stronger, Ruthie and her friends must leave behind all they have 

ever known and embark on a quest that will pitch them towards the City 

and unknowable danger. One way or another, a battle is coming! 

 


